
The Renovation of the John 
Kinder Theological Library 

Anglican Church in Aotearoa New Zealand and Polynesia 



Bishop Selwyn’s ‘Cathedral’  
and St John’s College library  

at Kerikeri, Bay of  Islands 



Kinder Library 
1910- 1980 



1981-2009 



Be as forward thinking as you can:  
build for the future not the ‘now’ 



Get your stakeholders on board 
 – let them catch the vision 



The 
Strategic 

 Plan 



Do your homework  - go on a library 
crawl 



Understand about current library 
trends and how they might 

influence your future  



Know what you want your spaces to 
do and be 

•Seen as friendly by all cultural groups 
•Welcoming entry way 
•Silent work space 
•Talking space 
•Group discussion space 
•Reference/issue desk both standing and sitting  
•Anglican branding 
 



Insist on an 
architect BUT 
don’t try to 

micro 
manage the 

architect 



Know how to read plans 



Be a member of the site meetings 

Librarian 





Keep people informed. Market 
what you are trying to do 

I wrote about the 
temporary 
accommodation 

Photos of the 
renovation work 





The Opening 
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The approach 
to the library 



The interior 



The 
issue/reference 

desk 



Te Aho Mārama – 
the quiet study 

space 
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