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The meaning of Jesus for the natural world

Thase who loved Jesus and followed him, such as Pecer and Maty Magdalene, were crushed ty
is congemnaion and deash on 3 Roman Cross. They had been Caugi up In his vision and in is.
person. He had Qught hem that (od was going to bAng Nealng and ideron © Me world In 3
racically new way. The movement they formed with him was already par of this new saving act
of God which he called the KINGIam of God. They had invesed 3l thelr hopes In him and lef
evesyrhing o follow Tim. The ROTOr of his execution left them bareft. All meaningwaas gone. Many
discipies had abandones Jesis. Peter had denied him. Mary Magalene and many of the othes
WOMen had Stayed NES NI even at the crass BUT NS 23t flled them all with unbeacatie grel

FOr SUCT dIScIples T encounter Jests fisen 1rom the dead, wansionmed In te glory of God, was
an experience of ecsauc joy. forgiveness and peace. In him they knew God. They saw violence,
SN and death Reii (vercome by Gwine mery and grace. in the resuected and wanshgured
humanity of Jesus, te Mllness of GOO ws fevealed HENCERN God would 3w ays be the God
revealied In Jesus and In The Holy SPINt GIven In his Rame. Jesus, te Crucified and fsen one,
would e forever te Puman face of God

WORD MADE FLESH

The disciples had loved and revered Jesus during his fe 25 2 praphes of God, a5 @ wisdom
TE3CRE( 30 PEMaps 3 3 MESSINIC NUTE. BUT NOW ey S3w ONINE LJAN STInIng In NIm. ana
ehey loved ang worshipped him as God fevealed o them - as God's self-revelacon Then, from
e perspective of Eastel ey Could 100k back on Jesus whole Ule and Could see Nt e was
Indeed "God-with us” (Marx. 1:23) not Just In his resumection, but In every stage of his Ufle: in his
concepoon and birth, In Mis waching abowr God and God s coming ingdom, in his pronty for te
POCE, T GURCISTS 3Nd 10f PUBLIC SIRNSTS, aNd &ven IR Nts CE3N, espea iy in his deach.

The Cross of Jesus Decame the SIGN O GOG-With. s, GOG:WRN. 15 & Fa0ical 1OgVIng Love 0 the
poin of death, and God with.us In all our expaniences of suffenng and death, 3 the untreakable
dNINe prOMIse Of Nealing ana Le In tese £arty dsys, e aSCples of Jesus Raa yet t fnd
Camegones T SPEaK of WA3t was feally Deyond words. They Needed t NNGWYS 1 SXpRss Whax
ehey had discovered In the fiseh Chist, ehat he has come 10 s from God, thax he s Godwith-ass
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INTRODUCTION

If any of you put a stumbling block before one of
these little ones who believe in me, it would be
better for you if a great millstone were hung around
your neck and you were thrown into the sea.

(Manr 9:42)

And yet, despite these words, thousands of priests and
religious brothers worldwide have sexually abused minors,
causing massive and lifclong harm.

When they fisst entered the seminary or novitiate,
most of them were idealists, filled with enthusiasm for the
message of Jesus and a desire to make the world a better
place. Instead they have ended up violating every precept
of Jesus, every teaching of the Church they profess to love,
and every criterion of the most basic human decency.

There is an ancient saying: conmuptio optimi pessima or,
‘the corruption of the best is the wonst”. If those who start
out with the highest ideals fall; there is no limit to the
depths they can fall ta

When so many people act this badly, we can no longer
limit our blame to the individuals, but must ako look for
factors within the very culture of the Church that have
contributed. And when so many authorities in the Church
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is the radical change of mind
t0 a deeper love and respect for all creatures as

having their own integrity before God: itinvolves change to a

sustainable lifestyle, to sustainable patterns of production and
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Endorsements

In this book, Bishop Geoffrey Robinson pulls no
punches in his effort to go beyond merely ‘managing’
sexual abuse in the Church. He leads up to a call for
nothing less than a Council of the whole Church to
confront the issues he raises, within which he insists
that the laity must play a major role
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