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A B S TR AC T This presentation draws parallels between S. R. 
Ranganathan’s Five Laws of Library Science (1931) and the Church’s 
role as a dynamic, community-serving institution. Ranganathan’s laws 
emphasize accessibility, personalization, efficiency, and continuous 
growth—principles also central to the Church’s mission. For example, 
“Books Are for Use” aligns with the Church’s call to live out faith in 
action, while “Every Reader His/Her Book” mirrors personalized spiritual 
care. “Every Book Its Reader” parallels the Church’s outreach, ensuring 
that spiritual resources reach those in need. Likewise, “Save the Time 
of the Reader” reflects the Church’s efforts to offer timely, accessible 
support, while “The Library is a Growing Organism” resonates with the 
Church’s evolving nature in response to societal changes. By comparing 
these institutions, this article highlights their shared commitment to 
serving individual needs through relevance, accessibility, and growth, 
ultimately showing how both enrich lives and communities as ever-
adapting sources of knowledge and spiritual guidance.
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INTRODUCTION

The fundamental role of any institution is to serve the needs of the 
community it represents, be it informational, spiritual, or social. In 
1931, Indian librarian and scholar S. R. Ranganathan introduced his 
Five Laws of Library Science, which provided a theoretical foundation 
for modern library practices. These laws—”Books Are for Use,” “Every 
Reader His/Her Book,” “Every Book Its Reader,” “Save the Time of 
the Reader,” and “The Library is a Growing Organism”—proposed 
a user-centered approach that revolutionized how libraries manage 
and deliver information. At their core, these laws emphasize acces-
sibility, personalization, and the continuous evolution of the library 
as a service-oriented institution. 

While the context of Ranganathan’s laws is specific to library sci-
ence, the underlying principles resonate beyond the library and can 
be applied to other service institutions, such as the Church. Both the 
library and the Church are dedicated to serving their communities 
by providing access to critical resources: libraries offer knowledge 
and information while the Church offers spiritual guidance and care. 
By providing a framework that stresses inclusivity, efficiency, and 
growth, Ranganathan’s laws can be seen as offering insights into how 
the Church operates within its spiritual context, helping individuals 
navigate their spiritual journeys and fostering communal growth.

The Church, as described in the Bible, operates as a living, breath-
ing organism, constantly growing and adapting to the needs of its 
members and the wider world. Ephesians 4:15-16 illustrates this 
point when it speaks of the Church “growing and building itself up 
in love, as each part does its work.” The Church, like the library, is 
not static. It must evolve in response to cultural, technological, and 
societal changes while remaining true to its core mission of spiritual 
nourishment and care. 

In her work, Melinda McGarrah Sharp discusses the importance 
of pastoral care in a postcolonial, interfaith world, emphasizing that 
the Church must continually adapt to the diverse and complex needs 
of its members. She states, “Pastoral care that is rooted in Christian 
theology must be flexible enough to engage with people from diverse 
cultural and religious backgrounds” (Sharp 2022, 224). This parallels 
Ranganathan’s vision for libraries, which are required to serve the 
broad informational needs of diverse users. Both institutions must 
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be adaptable and inclusive, recognizing the importance of meeting 
individuals where they are.

This paper argues that Ranganathan’s Five Laws of Library Science 
share significant parallels with the Church’s mission and approach to 
community service. Both the library and the Church are committed 
to making resources—whether informational or spiritual—accessible 
and relevant, tailored to individual needs, and delivered in a timely 
manner. Additionally, both institutions are constantly evolving to 
meet the growing and changing needs of those they serve. By com-
paring the two, we can gain a deeper understanding of how both 
libraries and churches function as dynamic, community-oriented 
institutions, rooted in the principles of service, growth, and inclu-
sivity. This analysis will explore how each of Ranganathan’s laws 
can be applied to the Church, demonstrating the shared ethos that 
underpins these two seemingly distinct institutions.

BOOKS ARE FOR USE VS. THE CHURCH AS A SOURCE OF  
PRACTICAL FAITH

S. R. Ranganathan’s first law of library science, “Books Are for Use,” 
highlights that the primary value of books lies not in their mere 
possession or display but in their active engagement and applica-
tion by readers. In his foundational work, Ranganathan argued, 
“The books in a library are meant to be used by its readers; their 
purpose is only fulfilled when they contribute to the knowledge or 
recreation of individuals” (1931, 32). This principle underscores that 
books, in their ideal form, are tools for growth, learning, and enjoy-
ment. The parallel between this law and the mission of the Church is 
striking—just as books are only valuable when actively utilized, the 
teachings and doctrines of the Church are most meaningful when 
applied in the daily lives of believers.

The Church exists not merely as an institution for theological 
preservation but rather as a living, active body that facilitates the 
practical application of faith in everyday life. Christianity empha-
sizes the importance of living faith, engaging with the teachings of 
Scripture, and embodying the principles of love, justice, and service 
in real-world contexts. The Bible itself is often referred to as “the 
living word,” a dynamic and transformative text meant to be actively 
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engaged with by its readers. Hebrews 4:12 declares, “For the word 
of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, 
it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; 
it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” Just as a book 
on a shelf has potential that is only realized through use, so too is 
the Bible’s value unlocked through active reading, reflection, and 
application.

This concept is further reinforced in the Epistle of James, which 
stresses that faith must be coupled with action. James 2:17 asserts, 
“Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” This 
verse encapsulates the notion that faith, like knowledge, is meant 
to be lived out and applied. It is insufficient to merely possess faith 
or understand biblical teachings intellectually; the purpose of faith 
is fully realized when it leads to concrete actions that reflect God’s 
will in the world. In this sense, both Ranganathan’s first law and the 
Church’s teaching align on the principle that passive possession—
whether of knowledge or belief—is inadequate without practical, 
real-world application.

In the context of Ranganathan’s law, books are valuable when 
they contribute to the intellectual and recreational lives of individu-
als. Similarly, in the Christian context, the Church’s teachings are 
valuable when they contribute to the moral, spiritual, and social 
development of believers. The Church, through its worship ser-
vices, fellowship, and outreach, actively encourages its members 
to practice their faith in tangible ways. As McGarrah Sharp (2022) 
discusses in her exploration of Christian pastoral care, the Church 
must continuously engage with people in ways that are practical 
and contextually relevant: “Pastoral care rooted in theology must 
move beyond theoretical constructs and find expression in the lived 
realities of individuals, meeting them in their specific cultural and 
personal contexts” (226). Just as libraries evolve to ensure books are 
accessible and usable, the Church adapts to ensure its teachings are 
applicable and transformative in the lives of believers.

Moreover, the practical nature of Christian faith is evident in 
the Church’s emphasis on acts of service, justice, and love for one’s 
neighbor. In Matthew 25:40, Jesus teaches, “Whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
me,” emphasizing that faith is most authentically expressed through 
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acts of compassion and service. This call to action reflects the same 
ethos as Ranganathan’s law, where books find their purpose in usage, 
and faith finds its purpose in action.

In a nutshell, Ranganathan’s first law and the Church’s mission 
both underscore the need for active engagement with their respec-
tive resources. Just as books in a library are only valuable when 
used, the teachings of the Church are only meaningful when applied. 
Faith, like knowledge, is transformative when it transcends theory 
and becomes a lived experience, enriching the lives of individuals 
and the broader community. Both institutions emphasize that their 
true purpose is realized when their resources, whether spiritual or 
informational, are actively engaged with, leading to personal and 
communal transformation.

EVERY READER HIS/HER BOOK VS. THE CHURCH’S MESSAGE FOR  
EVERY INDIVIDUAL

Ranganathan’s second law of library science, “Every Reader His/
Her Book,” underscores the diversity of individual needs and the 
library’s obligation to cater to these varying requirements. In his 
work, Ranganathan (1931) emphasizes that libraries must provide 
a wide array of materials to ensure that “for every reader there is 
some book that will satisfy his needs, though it may not be the same 
book for every reader” (45). This principle advocates for inclusiv-
ity and personalization, recognizing that no two individuals have 
identical informational or recreational needs. Libraries, therefore, 
must curate collections that serve the broadest possible spectrum 
of readers, ensuring that each person finds the resource that reso-
nates with them.

Similarly, the Church operates on the principle that spiritual 
needs vary significantly from individual to individual, and it is the 
Church’s responsibility to address this diversity through tailored 
spiritual teachings and services. Though the Church’s theology is 
grounded in universal truths, the way in which these truths are 
communicated and applied must account for individual differences 
in experience, personality, and cultural background. The Apostle 
Paul, in 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, highlights this diversity within unity: 
“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes 
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them. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.” This 
passage illustrates the Church’s recognition that while all believers 
share a common faith, they express and experience that faith in 
unique ways. 

In modern church settings, this principle of diversity is reflected 
in the wide variety of worship styles, pastoral care approaches, and 
spiritual education programs offered. Contemporary churches often 
include traditional and contemporary services, offering multiple 
modes of worship to engage with different congregants. For some, a 
liturgical approach with structured prayers and rituals might foster 
a deep connection with God, while for others, a more spontaneous 
and charismatic worship style may be more spiritually fulfilling. 
Just as libraries must provide diverse resources to meet the varied 
preferences of their patrons, the Church must offer different avenues 
through which individuals can connect with the divine.

Additionally, churches today are increasingly offering specialized 
ministries designed to address the specific spiritual, emotional, and 
social needs of particular groups, such as youth ministries, support 
groups, or outreach programs for marginalized communities. This 
mirrors Ranganathan’s vision of the library, where the goal is to 
connect every reader with the right book, regardless of their back-
ground or circumstances. As McGarrah Sharp notes, pastoral care 
must be flexible and responsive to the unique cultural and personal 
contexts of individuals: “The practice of pastoral care demands a 
relational and contextual engagement with the world, recognizing 
that different individuals require different modes of care, shaped by 
their own histories and identities” (2022, 230). In this way, both the 
library and the Church strive to provide personalized experiences 
that meet the specific needs of those they serve.

The Bible’s teachings further emphasize the importance of recog-
nizing and honoring the individuality of each person in their spiritual 
journey. In Romans 12:6-8, Paul writes, “We have different gifts, 
according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, 
then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then 
serve; if it is teaching, then teach.” This passage highlights the bibli-
cal understanding that each individual has unique gifts and callings, 
and the Church must nurture and develop these gifts in ways that 
are tailored to each person’s strengths and spiritual needs. Just as 
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the library must ensure that every reader finds the right book, the 
Church must provide the appropriate spiritual guidance, care, and 
opportunities for each individual to grow in their faith.

Moreover, both institutions share a commitment to inclusivity. 
In the same way that a library cannot serve only a select group of 
patrons but must cater to a diverse population, the Church’s mission 
is universal. Galatians 3:28 affirms this inclusivity: “There is neither 
Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” This verse underscores that the 
Church, like the library, is called to serve all people, regardless of 
their background or social standing, ensuring that everyone has 
access to the resources and support they need for spiritual growth.

In summary, both Ranganathan’s second law and the Church’s 
mission emphasize the importance of addressing the individual 
needs of their respective communities. Just as libraries curate diverse 
collections to ensure that every reader finds the right book, the 
Church offers a wide array of worship styles, pastoral care, and 
educational programs to meet the unique spiritual needs of each 
person. Both institutions recognize that individuals engage with 
resources—whether informational or spiritual—in different ways, 
and they are committed to providing personalized experiences that 
foster personal growth. By ensuring inclusivity and flexibility, the 
library and the Church remain vital, accessible institutions that are 
able to serve and enrich diverse populations. This focus on catering 
to individual needs ensures that both the library and the Church 
continue to fulfill their roles as dynamic, community-centered insti-
tutions that facilitate meaningful engagement and development.

EVERY BOOK ITS READER VS. THE CHURCH’S CALL TO OUTREACH  
AND EVANGELISM

Ranganathan’s third law of library science, “Every Book Its Reader,” 
complements the previous law by emphasizing that every book has 
a reader who can benefit from its content. This law shifts respon-
sibility onto libraries to ensure that the right reader is connected 
with the right book. As Ranganathan points out, “There is a reader 
for every book, but he must be sought and guided towards it” (1931, 
52). Libraries, therefore, must engage in active outreach to match 
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readers with the books that meet their needs, recognizing that not 
all readers will come forward seeking a particular book on their 
own. The library becomes an agent of connection, ensuring that 
knowledge and information are not passively shelved but proactively 
delivered to the people who need them most.

In the same way, the Church is called to evangelism and outreach, 
seeking to connect every individual with the spiritual guidance they 
need. The Church recognizes that every person has a deep need for 
spiritual fulfillment, even if they are not actively seeking it. This 
belief is foundational to the Christian concept of evangelism, where 
the Church is tasked with spreading its message beyond the confines 
of the congregation. Jesus’ Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20 
encapsulates this mission: “Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.” The Church’s outreach efforts are not passive; 
they are an active pursuit of individuals who may benefit from the 
teachings and community the Church offers, just as libraries actively 
guide readers toward the books that meet their needs.

The act of evangelism in the Christian tradition is not limited to 
preaching or passive invitation; it involves seeking out individuals 
who may not be actively looking for spiritual guidance, but who can 
profoundly benefit from it. This is mirrored in the library’s obliga-
tion to ensure that every book finds its reader, even those who may 
not realize that a particular resource could meet their intellectual 
or personal needs. Just as librarians use tools like reader advisories, 
recommendations, and personalized services to match books with 
readers, the Church employs various forms of outreach—like per-
sonal witness, missions, and community engagement—to connect 
people with the Gospel. 

Luke 15:4-7 provides a powerful metaphor for this approach in 
the parable of the lost sheep, where the shepherd leaves the ninety-
nine sheep to find the one that is lost. This parable illustrates the 
Church’s commitment to seeking out individuals who are spiritually 
lost or unaware of their need for connection with God. In a similar 
fashion, the library ensures that no book remains unread by pro-
actively engaging with readers to introduce them to materials that 
could enrich their lives.
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Modern church outreach has also evolved to meet people where 
they are. Contemporary churches use digital tools, social media, 
podcasts, and online worship services to reach individuals who 
might not step into a physical church building but are searching for 
answers. Just as the library adapts to new technologies and platforms 
to increase accessibility, the Church similarly adapts its methods of 
evangelism to ensure that the message reaches a broader audience. 
McGarrah Sharp discusses the importance of engaging with diverse 
populations in her work on pastoral care in a postcolonial, interfaith 
world, noting that “effective pastoral care and outreach must take 
into account the diverse needs and contexts of individuals” (2022, 
239). Both the Church and the library must be culturally aware and 
sensitive to the varied contexts in which people live and learn.

The parallel between Ranganathan’s third law and the Church’s 
outreach mission also emphasizes the shared understanding that 
information and spiritual guidance have the potential to transform 
lives. In the same way that a particular book can ignite a reader’s 
imagination or solve a problem, the Church’s teachings can transform 
a person’s worldview, values, and sense of purpose. Both institutions 
recognize their roles as facilitators of connection—between reader 
and book, or between individual and faith. 

Furthermore, evangelism, like connecting books to readers, is 
not a one-size-fits-all process. Just as each book has a specific audi-
ence, the Church’s message must be tailored to reach individuals 
in their unique circumstances. 1 Corinthians 9:22 articulates this 
adaptive approach: “I have become all things to all people so that by 
all possible means I might save some.” This passage highlights the 
Church’s responsibility to adjust its methods of outreach, meeting 
people where they are—whether culturally, emotionally, or intel-
lectually—so that its message can resonate personally and deeply.

Ranganathan’s third law and the Church’s call to evangelism 
and outreach are both rooted in the belief that resources, whether 
intellectual or spiritual, must be actively brought to those who can 
benefit from them. Both institutions take on the responsibility of 
connecting their offerings with individuals who may not initially 
seek them out, but whose lives can be enriched through access 
to these resources. Libraries match books with readers, and the 
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Church connects individuals with spiritual guidance and community, 
ensuring that both information and faith fulfill their transformative 
potential. Through outreach and engagement, both the library and 
the Church play vital roles in creating meaningful connections that 
foster personal and communal growth.

SAVE THE TIME OF THE READER VS. MAKING THE CHURCH ACCESSIBLE 
AND RELEVANT

S. R. Ranganathan’s fourth law of library science, “Save the Time 
of the Reader,” emphasizes the importance of efficiency and ease 
of access within library operations. He argues that a library’s effec-
tiveness is judged by how quickly and effortlessly users can access 
the resources they need (Ranganathan 1931, 60). This principle 
underscores the necessity of removing barriers and streamlin-
ing services so that readers can engage with information without 
unnecessary difficulty or delay. In the modern world, where time is 
often a limited resource, this law becomes even more relevant, as 
libraries must adapt to the fast-paced nature of contemporary life 
by employing tools like digital catalogs, user-friendly interfaces, and 
efficient organization systems.

The concept of saving time in the library parallels the Church’s 
efforts to make its teachings and community life accessible and 
relevant to the daily lives of its congregation. Just as libraries aim 
to minimize the time spent searching for information, the Church 
seeks to remove barriers that hinder individuals from engaging with 
faith, spirituality, and community. In a rapidly changing and often 
complex world, the Church faces the challenge of ensuring that its 
message is both timely and applicable to the real-world concerns 
of its members.

In the contemporary Church, accessibility often involves leverag-
ing modern technologies and addressing issues that are immediately 
relevant to people’s lives. Online worship services, live-streamed 
sermons, podcasts, and digital devotionals have become essential 
tools for reaching people who may be unable to attend services in 
person due to geographical, physical, or time constraints. The rise 
of digital platforms has allowed churches to provide their teach-
ings in more convenient formats, ensuring that people can access 
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spiritual guidance whenever and wherever they need it. This mir-
rors the way libraries have embraced digital tools to ensure their 
collections are available beyond physical spaces, saving time for 
users and enhancing accessibility.

The biblical principle of ensuring access to spiritual guidance 
and support is reflected in Isaiah 55:6, which says, “Seek the Lord 
while he may be found; call on him while he is near.” This verse 
encourages people to seek God without delay, but it also implies the 
responsibility of spiritual institutions, like the Church, to be present 
and available in ways that allow individuals to connect with faith 
easily and without unnecessary hindrance. The Church’s responsibil-
ity, much like the library’s, is to ensure that the pathways to spiritual 
growth are clear, direct, and efficient.

In addition to digital innovations, the Church has also focused 
on addressing contemporary societal issues in its teachings, thereby 
making its message relevant to modern life. Sermons that tackle 
topics such as mental health, social justice, environmental steward-
ship, and economic inequality speak to the real concerns that people 
face today. By addressing these issues, the Church demonstrates 
its relevance, offering practical guidance and spiritual insight into 
the challenges of everyday life. As McGarrah Sharp notes in her 
discussion of pastoral care in a complex world, “Pastoral care that 
is grounded in the lived realities of individuals allows the Church 
to be a space of healing and guidance, offering wisdom that speaks 
to both personal and societal concerns” (2022, 241). In this way, the 
Church’s adaptability to contemporary issues mirrors the library’s 
efforts to remain user-centered by curating resources that are not 
only timely but also directly applicable to the needs of its community.

Moreover, the Church’s focus on accessibility is deeply rooted 
in its mission to welcome and serve all individuals, regardless of 
their background, life circumstances, or spiritual maturity. Romans 
15:7 instructs believers to “accept one another, then, just as Christ 
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” This call to inclusivity 
compels the Church to ensure that its teachings, community events, 
and worship services are designed to meet people where they are—
whether they are lifelong believers, newcomers to faith, or those 
questioning their beliefs. Just as libraries strive to serve a diverse 
patron base with different needs and backgrounds, the Church must 
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also be mindful of the diverse spiritual, emotional, and social needs 
of its congregation, providing accessible entry points for all.

Furthermore, the Church’s mission of making faith accessible is not 
just about physical accessibility but also about creating an environ-
ment where individuals feel welcomed, accepted, and understood. 
This involves removing barriers related to judgment, exclusivity, or 
outdated traditions that may alienate certain groups. Just as libraries 
continually evolve to offer services in formats that are more inclusive 
and accessible to various demographics, such as providing materials 
in multiple languages or accommodating users with disabilities, the 
Church must also evolve in its approach to ensure that it remains 
relevant and welcoming to all. Galatians 3:28 emphasizes this inclu-
sivity: “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor 
is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” This 
scripture reminds the Church that, like the library, it must transcend 
divisions and barriers to create an inclusive environment where 
everyone has equal access to spiritual growth.

Ranganathan’s fourth law, “Save the Time of the Reader,” and 
the Church’s mission to make its message accessible and relevant 
are both rooted in the shared goal of removing barriers to engage-
ment. Libraries and churches alike must ensure that their resources, 
whether informational or spiritual, are easily accessible, timely, and 
meaningful to their communities. By embracing modern technolo-
gies, addressing contemporary issues, and fostering inclusivity, both 
institutions work to ensure that individuals can connect with the 
resources they need without unnecessary delay or frustration. This 
commitment to accessibility and relevance enables both the library 
and the Church to fulfill their roles as vital community institutions 
that guide, support, and enrich the lives of those they serve.

THE LIBRARY IS A GROWING ORGANISM VS. THE CHURCH AS A 
GROWING, DYNAMIC BODY

S. R. Ranganathan’s fifth law of library science, “The Library is a 
Growing Organism,” highlights the necessity for libraries to continu-
ously expand and evolve to meet the ever-changing needs of their 
users. He asserts that “a library must constantly grow and adapt, 
adding new materials and embracing new technologies to remain 
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relevant” (Ranganathan 1931, 75). This law recognizes that libraries 
are not static institutions; they are living systems that must adapt 
to technological advancements, shifts in user expectations, and the 
increasing complexity of information needs. The vitality of a library 
is maintained through its ability to innovate, expand its collections, 
and adopt new methods to serve its users effectively.

This concept of growth and continuous adaptation is equally 
applicable to the Church. The Church is often referred to as a “liv-
ing body” in Christian theology, a dynamic organism that evolves 
to meet the spiritual, social, and emotional needs of its members. 
Ephesians 4:15-16 encapsulates this idea, describing the Church as 
“growing and building itself up in love, as each part does its work.” 
This passage emphasizes that the Church, like the library, must be 
an ever-growing and evolving entity. Growth within the Church is 
not merely numerical but also spiritual, intellectual, and communal, 
as it seeks to respond to the changing realities of the world while 
remaining true to its foundational beliefs.

Historically, the Church has demonstrated its ability to grow and 
adapt in response to societal shifts and cultural changes. From the 
early Church’s expansion across the Roman Empire to the Reformation 
and the spread of Christianity into diverse cultural contexts, the 
Church has shown resilience and flexibility in the face of new chal-
lenges. Today, churches continue to evolve by incorporating new 
forms of worship, utilizing digital platforms for outreach and disciple-
ship, and engaging with contemporary issues such as mental health, 
environmental stewardship, and social justice. These developments 
reflect the Church’s commitment to being relevant in the lives of 
its congregants while addressing broader societal concerns, much 
like a library that continuously expands its resources to remain 
indispensable to its users.

Matthew 16:18 provides a theological foundation for the Church’s 
growth, where Jesus declares, “I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not overcome it.” This promise of the Church’s resil-
ience and ongoing growth echoes Ranganathan’s view of the library 
as an ever-expanding entity. Both the Church and the library are 
driven by an inherent need to grow, not only in terms of numbers 
or physical space but also in the depth of their offerings, their ability 
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to meet diverse needs, and their capacity to engage with changing 
social dynamics.

Ranganathan’s principle of the library as a growing organism 
involves a continual process of adapting to new technologies and 
adding relevant materials. Similarly, the Church must adapt to 
modern societal and technological trends. Today’s churches have 
integrated digital worship services, online prayer communities, and 
virtual Bible studies to remain accessible to a broader audience. As 
society becomes increasingly digitized, the Church has recognized 
the importance of meeting people in virtual spaces, much as libraries 
have incorporated digital catalogs, e-books, and online databases. 
McGarrah Sharp observes that churches must also engage with new 
forms of communication and societal changes to remain a vital source 
of pastoral care, stating, “The Church’s ability to evolve in the way 
it offers care and connection is critical to its relevance in a rapidly 
changing world” (2022, 243). This mirrors Ranganathan’s idea that 
libraries must embrace technological advances to continue serving 
their communities effectively.

Moreover, just as libraries grow by expanding their collections 
and improving their services, the Church grows by deepening its 
engagement with the world through acts of service, mission work, 
and advocacy. The Church is called to be a transformative agent 
in society, offering solutions to spiritual, social, and ethical issues. 
James 1:27 reminds us that “religion that God our Father accepts as 
pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” This 
scripture emphasizes that growth in the Church involves not just 
internal development but also outward-facing acts of compassion 
and justice. The Church’s expansion is thus both a reflection of its 
internal spiritual maturity and its external impact on the world.

Additionally, both the Church and the library must balance their 
growth with maintaining their core values. As libraries embrace 
new technologies and services, they remain fundamentally com-
mitted to providing access to knowledge and fostering intellectual 
growth. Likewise, as the Church adapts to modern challenges, 
it remains rooted in its foundational mission of proclaiming the 
Gospel and nurturing spiritual growth. Hebrews 13:8 states, “Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever,” highlighting 
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that while the Church may evolve in its methods and practices, its 
core message remains unchanged. The balance between growth and 
consistency is essential to both institutions: libraries must continu-
ally innovate while maintaining their commitment to providing 
reliable information, and the Church must evolve in its outreach 
and community engagement while staying true to its foundational 
theological principles.

Ranganathan’s fifth law, “The Library is a Growing Organism,” 
and the Church’s description as a growing body are deeply intercon-
nected concepts. Both institutions are dynamic entities that must 
continuously evolve to meet the changing needs of their communi-
ties. Libraries grow by embracing new materials, technologies, and 
services, while the Church grows by adapting its worship, outreach, 
and engagement with contemporary societal issues. However, both 
institutions must also balance this growth with a commitment to 
their core values, whether it is providing access to knowledge in 
the case of the library or remaining faithful to spiritual teachings in 
the case of the Church. By embracing growth and change, both the 
library and the Church fulfill their roles as vital, responsive institu-
tions that serve and enrich the lives of individuals and communities.

CONCLUSION

The comparison between the Church and Ranganathan’s Five Laws 
of Library Science reveals deep parallels in their underlying missions 
of service, growth, and accessibility. Both institutions, though oper-
ating in different domains, serve as crucial conduits for personal 
and communal development. Just as libraries are tasked with pro-
viding access to knowledge, organizing information efficiently, and 
adapting to the evolving needs of their users, the Church provides 
spiritual guidance, fosters community, and must remain relevant 
in an ever-changing world. These institutions share a fundamental 
commitment to serving diverse populations, offering resources that 
are tailored to meet the unique needs of individuals while contribut-
ing to broader societal well-being. 

Ranganathan’s laws underscore the importance of accessibility, 
efficiency, and growth, principles that are equally essential in the 
Church’s mission. The first law, “Books Are for Use,” reminds us that 
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both libraries and churches must make their resources—whether 
informational or spiritual—readily available for practical use. The 
second and third laws, “Every Reader His/Her Book” and “Every 
Book Its Reader,” reflect the need for personalization and outreach, 
emphasizing that both institutions must actively connect individuals 
with the specific resources or spiritual guidance that will foster their 
growth. The fourth law, “Save the Time of the Reader,” aligns with 
the Church’s responsibility to make faith accessible and relevant 
in an increasingly complex and fast-paced world. Finally, the fifth 
law, “The Library is a Growing Organism,” highlights the necessity 
of continual adaptation and growth, a principle that resonates with 
the Church’s calling to evolve in response to societal changes while 
remaining grounded in its core values. 

BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS AND IMPLICATIONS

The Bible reinforces the Church’s responsibility to serve, grow, 
and adapt in ways that mirror Ranganathan’s vision for libraries. 
Ephesians 4:15-16 describes the Church as a body that “grows and 
builds itself up in love,” underscoring the importance of growth and 
unity. Similarly, Matthew 28:19-20, the Great Commission, calls the 
Church to go out into the world, seeking those who are in need of 
spiritual guidance, much like a library must connect readers with 
the right resources. Romans 15:7 further emphasizes the impor-
tance of inclusivity, instructing the Church to accept and welcome 
all individuals, just as libraries aim to cater to diverse populations 
with varying informational needs. 

CALL TO ACTION

This comparison between the Church and libraries offers several 
practical insights and calls to action for leaders in both institutions. 
Libraries must continue to innovate, embracing digital tools and 
personalized services to ensure that their collections and resources 
remain accessible to all. Similarly, the Church must proactively 
engage with contemporary societal issues, using modern platforms 
to reach individuals who might otherwise feel disconnected from 
spiritual life. Both institutions must commit to inclusivity, ensuring 
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that no one is excluded from access to knowledge or faith due to 
barriers of time, technology, or cultural differences. 

Church leaders, in particular, are called to ensure that their min-
istries reflect the dynamic nature of the world around them. This 
involves incorporating new forms of worship, digital outreach, and 
addressing relevant social concerns such as mental health, justice, 
and environmental stewardship. As McGarrah Sharp notes, “The 
Church’s ability to evolve in its methods of care and outreach is 
essential to its relevance in a rapidly changing world” (2022, 243). 
This adaptability must be paired with a renewed commitment to 
the Church’s core values, ensuring that growth does not come at the 
expense of doctrinal integrity or community cohesion. 

FURTHER STUDY

This exploration of the parallels between Ranganathan’s Five Laws of 
Library Science and the Church’s mission opens up further avenues 
for study. Future research could investigate how the principles of 
accessibility, growth, and service are applied within other types of 
community organizations, such as educational institutions, non-
profits, and cultural centers, comparing their practices to those of 
libraries and churches. By examining how these diverse institutions 
fulfill their missions of service and support, researchers can uncover 
common strategies that foster personal and community development, 
as well as identify innovative practices that can be shared across sec-
tors to enhance accessibility and societal impact. Another potential 
area of study could be the impact of digital transformation on both 
libraries and churches, investigating how technology shapes the 
accessibility and relevance of spiritual and informational resources. 

In addition, there is room for empirical research on how librar-
ies and churches can collaborate to address social challenges such 
as illiteracy, poverty, and inequality. Both institutions are uniquely 
positioned to provide resources—whether material, educational, 
or spiritual—that can foster societal well-being. Such partnerships 
could amplify their impact, creating spaces where knowledge and 
faith intersect to promote holistic growth and transformation. 

In conclusion, the shared commitment of libraries and the Church 
to growth, accessibility, and service provides a rich foundation for 
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mutual learning and collaboration. Both institutions are called to 
continually evolve in response to the needs of the individuals and 
communities they serve, offering resources that are not only acces-
sible but also deeply transformative. As society continues to change, 
the library and the Church must remain steadfast in their missions, 
ensuring that they remain relevant and impactful agents of personal 
and collective growth.
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