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				Libraries and Scholars on the Green Path to Open Access

				Services, Policies, and Challenges

				Matti Myllykoski, Helsinki University Library

				Gold and Green

				Gold open access means publishing scholarly articles in journals that are open without costs for all readers. Green open access means secondary publishing of toll-access articles in institutional reposito-ries. In the EU, both ways are embraced in promoting open access as the highly recommended policy of scholarly publishing. 

				Why Green Open Access?

				Admitting Green open access is a concession to scholars who mostly prefer publishing their articles in high-ranking (and very expensive) toll-access journals. Libraries have been eager to help scholars by adding the metadata of articles into the repositories and archiving a copy. Libraries are, after all, in the service of scholarly communities. Since Gold open access seems to be an unattainable goal, it is better to do something to steer the ship in the right direction.

				That’s the Way They Like It

				Scholars love easy and practical solutions to non-scientific—particu-larly to institutional—problems. They want a library that is easy to use. When an article is not in the library, they consult Google Books, Research Gate, and academia.edu. (Or the other way round.)

				I Just Wonder…

				Do our scholars know the great portals that open the gate to numer-ous institutional repositories? Do they know CORE and BASE (Biele-feld)? Would they use them more if they did? Would they then better 
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				understand the point of archiving the final drafts of their articles to their own institutional repositories (instead of or along with the commercial repositories)?

				https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo; or, “Do You Know / Sherpa Romeo”

				“Sherpa Romeo is an online resource that aggregates and analyses publisher open-access policies from around the world and provides summaries of publisher copyright and open-access archiving poli-cies on a journal-by-journal basis.”

				Why Should Scholars Know and Use Sherpa Romeo?

				Scholars should know Sherpa Romeo in order to understand the open access policy of the publishers and journals in their field. Only then can they become aware of the legal and economic implications of their choices in publishing their work. Only then can they truly decide what kind of openness they want for their own publications (and for the publications of their students).

				Green Open Access in Practice: A Librarian Working on Archiving a Scholarly Article 

				Back in January, one colleague asked other members of our team about the Green OA policy of the Finnish Society of Church History. (They publish a yearbook; most articles are in Finnish.) Since a colleague of mine had worked for this publication, I asked him. He did not know, and so he passed my request to the secretary of the society. He did not know either, and so he passed my request to the chief editor of the publication—who never responded.

				However, my brave colleague checked our x-files, found some relevant data on Turku (Åbo) University Library and discovered that the final drafts of the articles published in this yearbook may be archived with a twelve-month embargo. 

				But—what if the yearbook would inform its contributors about this so that they could self-archive their drafts by themselves?
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				Beyond the Meritocratic Logic of Scholarly Publishing

				From a strictly scientific point of view, this is futile. The scientific value of the one and same article published in a high-quality or low-quality journal is the one and the same, quite independently of the forum. When the quality of scholarship is scrutinized, the experts must focus on the content of the articles and books, not the name of the publisher, not even the impact factor. 

				Green Is Gold: A Path Never Taken (Yet)

				European academic research is mostly paid for by taxpayers. For thirty years, there have been efforts to make this research openly accessible for everybody. For various reasons, this has not been completely possible. But I have a dream.

				There is a country in which all publicly paid scholarship should be first published in the institutional repository closest to the author, with approval of the local colleagues in the field. This is followed by post-publication peer reviews. After that, scholars are allowed to publish their articles wherever they want.
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