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				Crisis in Theological Education

				Fake News or a Real Crisis?

				By Kris Veldheer, Catholic Theological Union; Dr. Kelly Campbell, Columbia Theological Seminary

				Abstract The presenters used a slide show to explain their research into the crisis in theological education. This research was based on an extensive review of the literature and used the grounded theory method to conduct interviews, to receive qualitative data. Beyond just reporting the findings, the presenters also gave attendees a glimpse into the nuts and bolts of doing this type of research.

				Summary of Presentation

				Based on research into a perceived crisis in theological education, we offered some factors based on our review of the literature that we thought pointed to an actual crisis in theological education. Two of these factors were institutional identity and financial struggles. Although in doing our research we found several other studies done on similar aspects of this topic, the research gap we identified was that no one had done a qualitative study on this topic. Thus, we developed a grounded theory study based on the factors we uncovered in the litera-ture, which led to actual data from the field of theological education. Further, we wanted to hear from voices within theological education to see if “lived” experience actually matched the literature of the field.

				As part of the presentation, we shared the outline for our quali-tative study, including our initial working explanation. We also took session attendees through the nuts and bolts of how we did the actual study, such as how we found the participants and how we analyzed the interviews. This was important information to share, since it 
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				described in part how we reached our outcomes. Likewise, we shared the demographics and denominational affiliations of our participants. 

				After laying the foundation, the study’s research questions were displayed and explained. Included in our explanation were how we formed the research questions and some of the changes we anticipate making to the questions as we expand our research in Catholic and Evangelical seminaries. Finally, we shared the three broad findings of our study with those present. Those included outside and inside factors, as well as leadership factors. We closed by outlining what we learned and the next stages of our research.
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