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I, The Preparatory Influences

Tr the unpublished Yonan MS of the old Syriac version of the New Testament,
the opening phrase of John's Gospel may be translated, In the beginning before
the beginning. So it was with this organization, It began with the first con-
ference in Louisville, Kentucky, June 23, 24, 1947; but there was a beginning
before this beginning, or perhaps more accurately, several prior beginnings.

The earliest of these was the Religious Books Round Table of the American
Library Association. At the ALA Conference, Asbury Park, 1916, there was estab-
lished a Round Table of Theological Librarians., This name was enlarged the next
year to read Round Table of the Libraries of Religion and Theology. By 1920
public libraries were included, and in 1925 the first of the now well-known annual
lists of religious books was distributed. In the years following, the emphasis of
of the RBRT shifted to the needs of the religion sections of public libraries,
with major attention to seminary libraries diminishing. However, some of the
seminary librarians remembered the earlier character of RBRT and hoped for some-
thing that would better serve their particular needs,
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Another beginning before the beginning occurred in 1918, at Harvard University,
with the formation of the Conference of Theological Seminaries and Colleges of the
United States and Canada, This Conference, which continued until 1936, apparently .
placed little emphasis on theological libraries.

In 1924, Robert L. Kelly's Theological Education in America was published
under the auspices of the Institute of Social and Religious Research, Out of
more than 400 pages of text this book devotes less than one page to libraries, and
gives pictures of two libraries out of twenty-three campus and building scenes.

Under the same auspices came in 1934 the four-volume work, The Education of
American Ministers by Brown, May and Shuttleworth. Volume Three contains a
chapter of forty-three pages on theological libraries in addition to several other
pages, all indexed., This chapter was prepared by our president, Ravmond P, Morris,
and at ongetook its place as a major document on the subject, The publication of
this work exertcd a large influence on contemporary thinking about theological ‘
education. One result was the reorganization of the Conference in 1938, Its nanme
was changed to the American Association of Theological Schools, A commission on
accreditation was established which published a statement of criteria for accredi-
tation containing one on library standards and also four items on libraries in the
list of notations, Eight years later the AATS took the initial action leading
to ATLA.

A third contributory movement may be seen in the small informal meetings of
theological librarians attending ALA conferences or at other convenient times.
Such a gathering occurred after the scheduled meeting of RBRT in 1941. There were
eleven persons present, nine of them from seminary libraries. Five of these nine
(Raymond P, Morris, Winifred Eisenberg, John F, Lyons, Elizabeth Royer, and Lucy W,
Markley) became charter members of ATLA, and two others (Helen B, Uhrich and
Theodore L. Trost) joined later.

Other private meetings of theological librarians followed. These were .
regional and informal, They seemed to have been confined to the areas around
Boston, New York, and Chicago. The last one was held in Chicago, December 28, 1946.
Twelve persons attended, nine from the Chicago area., The other three were in
Chicago in connection with ALA Mid-winter meeting. Of these twelve, seven were
present at the first conference of ATLA (Robert F. Beach, Ralph W, Busbee, Jr.,
E. F. George, Elinor C. Johnson, A. F. Kuhlman, John F. Lyons, and Evah Ostrander).

fnother and indirect influence came from the colleges and universities which
vere placing increased emphasis on their libraries. The Association of American
Colleges made a survey of their libraries in 1937. The results were reported by
the director, Dr, Harvie Branscomb, in 1940, in his book, Teaching with Books,
This report stresses the educational function of the library and Dr. Branscomb's
book at once became an outstanding item in the expanding literature on this em-
phasis,

Under the impetus of this literature a southern seminary librarian discussed
with two southern seminary deans, who were members of the executive committee of
AATS, the implications of this emphasis for theological libraries. Their encourage-
ment led to conversations with other members of the executive comnittee. From
thzse conversations, which occurred during the latter part of 1945 and the early
part of 1946, came the resolution voted by AATS at McCormick Presbyterian Seminary
in June 1946, encouraging their executive committece to authorize the firat national
conference of theological librarians, ﬂ;L*
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The invitation to the last Chicago area meeting in 1946 was dated December
14, 1In New York, on the day before, the executive committee of AATS appointed the
comiittee to convene the first national conference, Some of the Chicago librarians
had been thinking of calling for such a nation-wide conference. Shortly prior to
the date of their conference, December 28, they had learned of the action of the
executive committee of AATS. Vith generosity and farsightedness they merged their
efforts and ideas witn the plans of the committee authorized in New York. Similar
support was soon forthcoming from the librarians of the Bosten and New York areas,
as well as from individuals across the nation,

Thus from three widely separated sections, the East, the West, and the South,
came the threce main strecams supporting the formation of ATLA.

From this outline of the beginnings before the beginning, we turn to the be-
ginning itself, and take a glimpse at the first conference and the committee
acitivities which prepured for it.

II. The First Conference
1. The Work of the Convening Committee

The committee to preparc the program for the first Conference was composed of
a dean of a school of theology within a university, a university librarian whose
responsibilities included direction of a theological library, and the librarian of
an independent seminary. Oddly enough, they were all from the South.

However, the three Southerners believed their duties were too important for
a comnittee of three representing one region only. At their request, the com:ittee
was enlarged by four additions: two librarians from the North, one from the Mid-
West, and a seminary president from the Pacific Coast.

The com:ittee recognised at least two handicaps: one, the inability to meet-
-all contacts must be by correspondence; second, the lack of personal knowledge
of the librarians and their individual abilities to contribute to the program,
The original comuittee of three received notice of their appointment December 21,
On February 15 all librarians of schools which were members of AATS were notified
to exdect a call for the conference. Notices were sent April § to the various
library journals giving the time and place of meeting. On April 12 the dean on the
comuittee wrote all the presidents and decans, giving the time and place of the
conference and suggesting each meke it financially possible for his librarian to
attend, The official notice of time, place, and purpose was moiled April 25 to
all AATS librarians, The first draft of the program was ready by May 3. On May
2, the final program was finished, The conference met Jun~ 23-24,

The preparatory activity covered a period of six months, Many prohlems were
encountered, much time was consumed, and more than 650 communicai_ons excranged.
At first the going was slow, uncertain, and difficult. The probloms were varled,
such as: the cooreration of the librarians who were acrustomed to arca group
meetings; the uncertainty of the financial support for the exper.ses of the
librarians who should attend; the problem of time and place mcsit ravorable for the
largest attendance; the competition of other national conferences of iaterest to
some theological librarians; the frequency of meetings, vwhether annusl, bicnnial,
or triennial; on March 6, twenty-three librarians were committed to attend but a
member of the committee thought this was not enough; where and how to house and
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feed the conferees; where to hold the sessions of the conference; how to organize
a permanent body, especially the first officers and the constitution; and above
all, the program--who should talk about what?

In the end the problems were all solved. A strong program was prcpared and
carried out, A permanent organization was set up. Not until the night before the
first session had more than two membecrs of the convening committee seen each
other face to face. Success was due to a real and widesprecad desire for such an
association and a splended willingness on the part of all to do what was required,

2, The First Conference

Fifty librarians, one president, and one dean attended the first conference.
A1l but three of these came from cities other than Louisville. Seven came from
west of the Mississippi River: one each from California, Iowa, Minnesota, and
Or:gon, and three from Texas.

A1l sessions were held in the chapel of the Louisville Presbyterian Seminary,
except one which was held at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. President
Caldwell, Dean Sherrill and Librarian White of the former school, and President
Fuller ard Librarian Crismon of the latter werc cordial in their hospitality.

The main subjects on the program concerned (1) general background and re-
lationship with AATS; (2) a survey of present operations and needs of theolog-
ical libraries; (3) the contribution which the library should make to thcological
instruction; (4) what is adequacy for library accreditation; (5) the proposed
study of member libraries by AATS during 1948-50; (6) additionel indexing of
religious periodicals; (7) cataloging and classification; (8) bibliographies;
(9) the proposed AATS booklist; (10) reference work; (11) administration
including in-service training; and (12) extension service. Ninetecn names
appear on the program-—-to read papers, to direct the sessions, and to contribute
amenities and hospitality.

Parallel to the discussion program, committees werc meeting and business
sessions were held, so that on the afternoon of the second day a permancnt organ-
ization was effected by adopting a name, a tentative constitution, and a slate
of officers with an executive committee,

For the next annual program the confcrence set up a list of projects, each
one aimed at the solution of a problem common to 21l or a majoritv of the
librarians., A committee was appointed to study each problem and to bring a pro-
posal for solution, or a progrem of action.

Each of the moming sessions was opened with a period of worship which in
succeeding conferences has always included the reading of a portion of the
Scriptures and prayer, and sometimes with the added feature of a brief devotiocnal
comment or the singing of a hymn.

inother characteristic of the first conference was the free and general
participation in the discussion of cach topic on the program. The convening
committee encouraged the presentation of the total experience of the membership
on each problem discussed,

Back of this emphasis was the principle of thc democratic process, both with
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reference to the business sessions as well as to the program. The conference

was convened to work out ec-operatively the soluticns of common problems, not
to listen to authoritarian pronouncements on those problems,

At the first session the atmosphere was rather reserved and cool. Some of
the librarians knew a few of the others but for the most part those who zssembled
that first morning were a group of strangers, Between sessions introductions mul-
tiplied, backgrounds and contacts were discovered, Qualities of personalities
were rcvealed in the discussions, Respect and appreciation for one another grew
as evidences of ability and scholarship multiplied. At the close of the last
scssion a stranger would have thought a big family reunion was breaking up.

That the first session had proved to be all or more than was anticipated is
revealed in the resolutions adopted at the last session,

Be it resolved, That we here assembled express our profound
appreciation of the insight of the American Association of
Theological Schools which foresaw the need of such an assembly
of librarians and of the efforts of the persons who dedicated
themselves to the tesk of producing at interesting, instructive,
and helpful meeting,

Second, whercas, Much thought and time have been devoted to
the preparation of these most helpful papers; therefore:

Be it resolved, That we be recorded as expressing sincere
thanks to all who have participated in the program.

Fourth, whercas, Great gains and much benefit have resulted
from our association and from our sharing of insights in
these two days; therefore:

Be it resolved, That this fellowship which has been so
auspiciously begun shall be periodically continued, and
that the gains shall be conserved by all mcans which may
be decemed feasible,

III. The First Six Years, 1947-1953
1. Affiliations

Both before and during the first conference much thought was given to the
matter of affiliation with similer national bodies--the American Library Assocla-
tion, through the division of College a2nd Refercncc Libraries; the Council of
Netional Library Associetions; the American Association of Theological Schools.

It was soon recognized, 1f ever seriously doubted, that primary affiliation with
AATS was the most important to the success of the new organization, The former
was the parent body of the latter; the institutions we served were mcmbers of this
parent body, and we were dependent on these respectivc institutions to make
financially possible our common participation, without which no national associa-
tion could be sustained,

Relationship was cstablished with ALA, through ACRL. An experimental affilia-
tion with CNLA was soon discontinued. g
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2, The Constitution

The convening committee brought to the first conference a suggested consti-~
tution. It was adopted provisionally, with some minor changes. Final decision
was made in 1948 at Dayton. Since then some amendments have beecn made for the

purpose of more clearly defining a statement, or of making some operative pro-
vision more flexiblu or more effective,

The active membership consists of the professional members of the library

staffs of the schools in AATS., Librarians in charge of denominational and other
rcligious libraries are welcomed,

The executive com ittce is the responsible group for making arrangements for
the conferences, preparing programs, and sup:rvising the work of the project and
other comiittees, The democratic process prevails in that the executive committee

is elected by the membership and must work along the lines of policy adopted by
themn,

3, The Project Committees

The main work of the Association has been carricd on by the project committees
and their reports have been the chief features of the programs. By process of

experience they may be said to have divided themselves into perennials, semi-
perenniels, and annuals,

The perennials, those reporting all of the past six conferences are three in
numbert

Periodical indexing
Cataloging ard classifying
Survey, including standards and accreditation,

The semi-perennials are those reporting on three or more of the six con-
ference programs, They are:

Building and Equipment, five times

List of Master's Thesecs in Religion, four times
Personnel, four times

Periodical Exchange, four times

Extension Loan Scrvice, four times

fudio-visual and Micro-Materials, four times

The Educational Function of the Library, three times,

Soﬁe of the annuals, especially thosc presented by speakers not professional
theological librarians, were:

Micro~Proccsses

Microcards

The Organization and Work of ALA

Binding and Mending

L. The Membership and Attendance Record

The following table reveals the consistency of the Association's statistics,
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They give an assurance of stability and value,

Attend- Active Asso, Inst,
ance Members Members Mcmbers

1947 51
1948 57
1949 51 92 13 Ui
1950 59 95 11 75
1951 51 91 11 (8
1952 63 8l 11 7
1953 98 128 17 78

5. Some Results

Two projects of tangible form have been completed. One was the list of
out-of-print books nceding to be reprinted. This list was based on reports made
by the members. As a result a worth-while list of important works was reprinted.
The other is the list of masters' theses in religion containing 2900 entries.

It too was based on the cooperative responses of the membership. In both cases,
however, the main burden was carried by the respective committees, especially
the hard-working and dcvoted chairmen,

Another accomplishment was the devising of a system of duplicate periodical
exchange. It operates on a miniram expense of time and money. lember libraries
are receiving needed periodicals at a cost of two post cards and transportation.

Help on building and equipment problcms has been considerable. Beside in-
formation given on programs to the whole body, much individual assitance has been
offered in private contacts bstween scssions,

The Association has been interested during the past year in the fifty-year
catalog of the Doctor Williams Library, London, England, This outstanding non-
Conformist library has not had a printed catalog since 1900. Our intcrest in this
catalog and advance orders from our members secm to have encouraged the contribu-
tion from British sources of the amount needed for publication.

6. Spirit and Ideals
The most important part of any organization is its spirit and its ideals.

During these six ycars and seven sessions the work and the personal assoclia-
tions have been characterized by friendliness and co-operation. The emphasis has
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been on team work. Members have shown a willingness to acdept responsibilities and
to discharge them energetically. Appreciation for services rendered has been
sincere and generous without glorifying individuals, From the beginning the
kssociation has emphasized the democratic process,

One of the chief ideals has been the professional quality of the work of the
Association., This has been regarded not an end in itself but as the means to the
constant improvcment of service to theological education in the several libraries,
Thorough scholarship is recognized as the liege man of both sound theological
instruction and effective piety., The note is often struck on appreciation of and
loyalty to permanent values, but without ignoring the usefulness of changed
approaches and new methods,.

The Association has passed through its experimental period, Its structure
and program have been tested and approved by experience. Its worth and usefulness
have been recognized by the American Association of Theological Schools. Loyalty
in the future to its purposes and ideals will assure its perpetuity.

Dr, L. R, Elliott
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Thursday, June 11 cont.

REPORT OF COMMITTFE ON LIBR.RY BUILDINGS AMD_EQUIPIFENT

Herbert H, Schmidt, Chairman
Report for the Year Ending June 10, 1953

In accounting for the activities of this Committee since the A,T.L.A., Confer-
ence at Loulsville, June, 1952, your Committse would report as follows: Corres-
pondence has been carried on with two seminary librarians concerning proposed lib-
rary buildings at their respective institutions, Ths chaiman of your Committee
made one informal visit to a seminary campus and conferrcd with the librarian
there concerming proposed building and equipment development, Your Committee on
Seminary Library Buildings and Equipment wishes to reaffimm its dcsire to operate
informally a consultative service throughout the Conference., It is the Committee's
aim to work along practical rather than theoretical lines, We would continue to
serve as a clearing house for our Association in the field of Library Buildings
and Equipment, VWe hold ourselves ready as possible resource pcople on an informal
basis rather then as technical consultants and we would draw upon more of the
talent and experience present in this body, wherefore we shall call for the assis-
tance of other members of the Association who have rccently completed new library
buildings or arrangements as well as those who are contemplating such developments
in the future,

Your Committee would call attention to the bibliographies on library building
planning in such general works as The Library Building, published by The American
Library Association in 1947; 1952 Library Buildings Plans Ingtitute, A.C.R.L.
Monograph, Number L4, Fall, 1952; and also the bibliography in the A.T,L.A, Surmary
of Proceedings, 1948, page 57. Another significant set of refercnccs is to be
found in conncction with the articlc on "Building Planning and Equipment” in

Library Tyrends, July, 1952, page 153 following,.

Pursuant to the aims of your Committee, and the resource materials relevant
to its responsibility, we would call attention to an arca which gives us particu-~
lar concern. A pre-requisite to the matter of erccting a library building is the
necessity of extensive preliminary planning. Making rcady for the constructional
side of a librury building and its equipment raises its own set of problems apart
from those irmediately connected with the erection and equiping of a library
setup, For example, how is one to correlate the A.A.T.S. criteria with the task
of an institution and the rcading intercsts of its faculty and studcnts so that the
proper physical structure will house them? The problems contingent upon this type
of extensive preliminary planning bring to light the fact that there are many gaps
in the theory and methodology relative to such extensive studies and surveys. In
preparing the more formal plans of a seminary library for today, and for tomorrow
as well, much remains to be done in studying what is a suiteble program for such
a library to undertake and then what housing will best cxpedite these purposes
and needs. /4 recent study in the field of college and university library building
holds an obscrvation which also applies to our section of the library world.
"Persons exploring library problems havc commented on the gaps in such knowledge,
which involve curricula, methods of instruction, the types of facility appropriate
to the work of a particular college, the reading intercsts of students, the size
and contents of library collections, the effucts of various kinds of rooms upon
use in a given institution, and the relative costs and benefits in such features
a2s divisional libraries and special subject rooms. They point out that there
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exists no scientific basis for evaluating library buildings and therefore for

planning them., And it may be inferred...that the problem of growth calls for sys-
tematic investigation.”

Respectfully submittcd,
Dr, L. R. Elliott
H. H. Schmidt, Chairman

From the discussion, information was given to a pamphlet "when You Plan to Build
a Ncw Library or Remodel Your Present Building." This may be had by writing to

Library Building Consultants, Post Officc Box 58, Evanston, Illinois. Andre S.

Niclson is secretary.

The above corporation was organized by a group of librarians about four years ago
who had, more or lcss, expcrience in planning library buildings. This group felt
that they could be of some aid to the profession in combining their knowledge and
of furing their scrvicus in building planning. They have completed plans for a
puzmber of libraries, which has given them favorable reports on the result of their
planning, Some of the men in this organization are William Jesse, University of
Tennessee, Knoxville; Malcolm Wyer, Librarian Emeritus, Denver, Public Library;
Dr. Robert Miller, University of Indiana; Dr. B. Lamer Johnson, University of
Califomia; Mr, Ralph Shaw, Department of Agriculture Library and others,

As the secrctzry has stated in a letter, "If you or any member of your association
should have questions of our organization, we will be most happy to answer."

Thursday, June 11, 2:00 P.M. (Miss Margaret J. Hort, presiding)
" HITHERTO?" _WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

Panel Discussion by committee on Special Projects.
Dr. Jannette E. Newnall, Chairmap, Dr. Kcnneth Gapp and Mr. Ed. Fortney.

Brief swmary: Standards for A.T.L.A., - Comnittce making progress.
Need for setting up a committce for Recruitment whereby improving personnel
standards,

The project for compiling denominational bibliography; Suggcstions that
representativcs of denominations carry on this project.
Library holdings of Biblical biographic works, including foreign works.

Thursday, June 11, 3:00 P,M,
REPORT OF COY.ITTER ON CATALOGING ~ND CI..ASSII-';ILC["TION

Miss Helen B. Uhrich, Acting Chairman
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LIBRARY OF THE YALE UNIVERSITY DIVINITY SCHOOL
LO9 Prospect Strcet
New Haven 11, Connecticut

June 1, 1953

Miss Evelyn Hensel, Chairman

Committee on Descriptive Cataloging

A.L,A, Division of Cataloging and Classification
The Pennsylvania State College Library

State College, Pennsylvania

Dear Miss Hensel:

I have read with much interest the information submitted by the DCC Cormittee
on Descriptive Cataloging in the March 1953 issue of the Journal of Cetaloging &
Classification on the proposed revision of the A,L.A. Code, Rule 53 (Religious
Orders, Changed Names of Persons in), I am happy to comply with your request
that catalogers send you their views on tha subject,

My viewpoint is that of a cataloger in a Protestant Theological library with
an expcrience covering more than twenty years in this type of work, At the Yale
Divinity Library I am in charge of the cataloging and classification of a research
collection that numbers 180,000 volumcs and is in turn part of a university

library system of over 4,000,000 volumes, Catholic literature is fully represented
in these collections,

Some of the proposals made by Father Kapsner, formerly Chairman of the Cata-
loging and Classification Scction of the Catholic Library Association, have alrcedy
come to my attention as a member of the Comuittee on Cataloging and Classification
of the American Theological Library Association. This letter, however, represents

my own views and opinions and is not an official statement of the A.T.L.A.
Committee,

I am opposed to the revision of A.L.A. Rule 53 as proposed by the Catholic
Library Association, particularly at the point of thc extension of the use of
initials, and I wish to registcer a protcst against the adoption of this rule. My
objcctions are based on the following reasons: first, this rule would introduce
a value judgment into cataloging which is contrary to our philosophy of the pur-
pose and function of the catalog; and sccond, 3% wowld be R step away from sim-

plification into elaboration of cataloging and would result in added cataloging
costs.

A memorandum presenting my objections to this proposal is attacbed to this
lettor. This form of presentation has been adopted so that copies may be cir-

culated at the annual conference of the American Theological Library Association
in June 1953.

I trust this will be of value to you in your consideration of this proposal,

Very truly yours,

(eigned) lielen B, Uhrich, Assistant Librarian
In Charge of Cataloging and Classification
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MEMORANDUM: Proposed Catalog Code Revision: A,L.A. Code, Rule 53 (Religious
Orders, Changed Names of Fersons in)

The application of the rules for "Changed names of persons in religious

orders® has been difficult and complicated, not only for catalogers in the field

of religion, but for all who have had to meet this problem. It is encouraging to
learn that discussion is being carried on and that gome revision may be effected,
While this problem might well be considered part of a larger picture of *changed
pames" rather then limited to "changed names of persons in religious orders,’ as
suggeated by Seymour Lubetsky in his Cateloging Rules and Principles, a Critique
of the A.L,A. Rules for Entry and a Proposed Design for their Revision (Washington,
1953), it is gratifying that a beginning has been made.

The proposal made by both the Library of Congress and the Catholic Librery
Association to drop the terms "father” and "brother® from all entries under surname
i3 excellent and should be accepted. The memorandum will not be concerned wita
this part of the proposed code revision.

It is at the point of the Catholic Library Association's proposal to extend
the use of order initials or name of a religious order to all entries for men in
rnligious orders and under certaia conditions to women in religious orders that
questions and further discussica need to be raised. It is here that I would take
iseue with Father Kapsner and the Catholic Library Association, and I wish to
protest the adoption of A.L.A. Rule 53 as proposed by the Catholic Library Assccia-
ticn, My objecticns are based on two mmin points: first, this rule would intro-
duce a value judgment into cataloring, and second, this rule would be a step a.ny
from simplification into elaboration of cataloging. It is my opinion, for reeazcus
wiich I shall develop in greater detail, that the proposed revision would be diffi-
cult to apply, expensive to maintain, and for most libraries, of questionable value,

Father Kapaner claims that .the religious order initials are needed in author
headings for the purpose of indicating an author's competence or point of view.
This brings us to the first of my objections which is that a qualification of the
author heading for the purpose of evaluation would introduce a value judgment irto
the catalog, Cataloging rules and procedures have been develcped on the prirciple
that catuloging is an objective description and identification of the book, not an
evaluation of its contents. The judgments exercised by the cataloger are applied
in the description of the book, not in a critical estimate of the value of the book
bcsed on the autnor's ability. The addition of religious order initials for the
purpose of indicating the competence or particular point of view of an author would
ckenge our concept of the function of cataloging. It would introduce a new philoso-
phy into cataloging, as has been noted by the DCC Comnittee on Descriptive Catalog-
ing.

If we accept Father Kapsner's proposal, it could be argued with good point
that we include the denomination of a Protestant author in the author entry or in
the body of the catalog card for the purpose of presenting his point of view or
competence, or that we specify the theological training of a Jewish author ia
order to indicete a liberal or conservative viewpoint, or that we list academiec
degrees to indicate competence or lack of it, or, to cerry it to the extrems, that
we indicate whether the author is a preacher or a teacher, a student or a layman,
This would be as appropriate as adding initials that denote whether the Catholic
author belongs to a preaching, teaching, military or nursing order. Father Kapsner
would have us indicate distinctions on the catalog card that should not be within
the province of the cataloger to provide,

-
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It may be fitting to inquire also whether a set of initials, such as S.J.,
always indicates a specific level of competence or thought or a point of view
rostricted to members of that group. No one would deny that great variation in
thinking is found in any Protestant denomination or group -- who would say that
all Lutherans, or Methodists, or Episcopalians,think alike -- or that all Yale
Divinity School graduates are equally competent., Similarly, it is provably a safe

assumption that there is much variation in Jesuit, or Dominican, or Augustinian
thinking.

Any group which requires special rules to interpret its collection or make
its catalog more serviceable for its users should assume responsibility for such
elaboration or variation from the accepted norm of procedure followed by the larger
or more general group. If the Catholic Library Association feela that it is de-
sirable to add initials to author headings for the reasons they have advanced, this
procedure could more appropriately be recamended to its member libraries then to
the entire American Library Association. Added detail should not be imposed on
non-Catholic or general libreries with no need or desire for such detail, nor ex-
tended to a national cataloging code that is trying to simplify itself and to free
itself of unnecessary complications.

This brings me to the second of my objections which is that this rule would
be difficult and expensive to apply, of doubtful value for most libraries, and would
be a step away from simplification into elaboration of cataloging. I shall proceed
to develop tnis thesis by a discussion and an analysis of the arguments advanced
by Father Kapsner as Chairman of the Cataloging and Classification Section of the
Catholic Library Association in favor of initials, as stated in a memorandum dated
January 8, 1953 and printed on page 34 of the March Journal of Cataloging & Clagsi-

fication,

*1, Religious order initials are considered part of the name of the individual
in the case of members of religious orders of men, wherefore religious men sign
their names not as 'Father...', but with the respective order initials after the
name, That 18 not the cese with persons holding acedemic titles. Members of re-
ligious orders of women sign themselves es 'Sister...', since they consider this
as part of their names,®

In view of Rule 65 of the Vatican Code, the existing provisions of the A.L.A.
Code, and the question raised at this point by the Libriry of Congress, we would
need further clarification end interpretation before accepting the statement that
religious order initials are considered part of the name of the individual in the
case of members of religious orders of men., There also appears to be an inconsis-
tency here in what is considered part of the name of members of religious orders
of men as over ageinst religious orders of women.

*2, The initials are a great aid in any bibliogranhy to distinguish betweea
persons of the same name,"

While initials may be en aid in a bibliography in distinguishing between per-
sons of the same name, it does not follow that they should be extended into cata-
loging practice., A bibliography is a highly specialized tool addressed to the
specialist and by its very nature, unless it is a check-list, is evaluative, What
is obvious &nd meaningful in a particular situation would be quite incomprehensible
in & general situation,
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*3. They are easily established, since the information can almost invariably
be obtained from the title page, or from the book.*

From my experience the information on order initials, their location and
identification, is not easily established, I have observed recent Catholic im-
prints ard have investigated many already on the shelves. This investigation di4
not convinde mo.that the information could "almost invariably® be obtained from
the title page, or from the book, as stated by Father Kapsner, Then I consulted
refsrence tools where this information might be found, The Catholic Periodical
Ind>x includes initisls for the authors listed therein and some are given in
Romig's Cuide to Catholic Literature, but these publications present only a small
proportion of Catholic literature, The Official Catholic Directory (U,5. edition)
ircludes order initials in its index of priests, and I presume the International
edition does likewise., Some of the Catholic encyclopedias include initiuls, but
fcr the most part the information is buried in the article, or, as in the Enciclo-
pedra Cattolica, the neme of the order is given in the vernzcular, e.8., Gesuiia.
gogh‘s Jesuiten-Lexikon, as was to be expected, was free in its use of the initials

My search for order initials reminded me somewhat of the old Scotch recipe
for cooking & rabbit, It begen with the directions "First catch the hare." This,
obviously, is the sine gua non. In application to this problem, then, it would
appear that there are uactually two espectss where to find the order to which the
author belongs and how t. z.pply the correct initiels for the order when found.
My cxperience leads me to believe that the library of Congress ia correct in its
observation that the adding of initials would present more difficulties than are
apparent from the wcrding of the rule. The process may not be as simple as Father
Kopsner would make it appear. I reelize I am speaking as an outsider in discussing
thia matter and it may be that I do not fully comprehend details peculiar to the
problem nor see clearly how the difficulties could be resolved. There are probably
many areas I have not tousthed or of which I om not aware, and if so, these need to
be pointed out,

But, even if we assume thet initials for contemporary Catholic writers could
be fcund without too much difficulty (what about non-current authors?), there are
8till many questions that have not been answered; nor do they appear to have an
easy solution., What ere we going to do when the sume set of initials applies to
several orders, 8s for example the initials 0.5.F. which, according to Kapsner's
Cetholic Religious Orders, stand for the following orderss

Brothers of the Third Order of St., Francia

Franciscan Missionzry Brothers of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Franciscan Missionary Sisters

Franciscan Sisters

School Sisters of St, Francis

Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis

If the same set of initials applies to severzl orders, what has been gained by
using initials? When such & conflict exists, would we write out the name of the
order to avoid confusion? If so, what about the order with very long names, such
as Sisters of the Third Order Regular of St. Francis of the Congregation of Our
Lady of Lourdres, to pick out one at random from Kapsner's Catholic Religious
Orders, llow are we going to abbreviate the names of orders for which there are no
initials, or et least none in common usage, Or for thoge orders for whicha no
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initials are given either in the Official Catholic Directory or in Kapsner's 1ist?
Would each library make up its own initisls, many of which would have no meaning
to the order? Presumably an officiel 1ist would be prepared. Such a 1list would
be a necessity vhen we note that there are forty-five pages (pages 269-313) of
*Sisters of ..." in Kapsner's book, These qQuestions, any one of which might have
a ready answer, serve only %o suggest the complexity of the subject, Other and
more difficult problems would arise for the small libr:ry with limited reference
equipment,

There is still another prcblom that wes not mentioned in the Journal, This is
the applicction of the rule; T'ir all cases “he conventinal injtiels or abbrevia-
tions for the order eve ai3i~l to “ae nrmwa u3ed .7 {(coe 4. 4 in tha Proposed Re-
vigion of A.L.A. Pule, Juae 032, Cohnoidc Uihrary Assceiavion). 0 apply this
ruly corra~ily means that rescecch would be required cn every Catholic author vhose
ncme aporeared on the title page or in the book without initials to determine whether
he belorged to a religious order or not, This would to a degree nullify the valucs
achieved in a "no-conflict® basis,

4 further difficalty emerges in that there are both ardained priests and
brothers within the same order., In the Official Cctholic Directory for 1952
(page c¢iii) we learn thot “in the UsS., 48 well £s in cther countries, there are
med vho, while not ordainad prassts. live in community in the same manner as
Religious Order priests. Sowe of these men cre attached to Religious Orders of
Priecs:s while others have formed their own Religious Commurity. Thus, in the
Soclety; of Jesus, there are ordainsd priest¢s and brethers.® Only a specialist
wouia Oe able to interpret such distinctiuns, Thaese mey be apparent to Catholie
spscialists, but to the rest of us it creates another problem,

All this points up clearly thot extensive research would be necessary to es-
tablish order initials, The time and effort that would be required for this sea-ch
would add considerably to cetaloging costs, It would require cataloging personnel
of the highest skills to discover this information and to do it correctly. The
questior must again be raised: is it essentisl to the purpose and function of
cetaioz’ng? In a day when simplification is the aim in cataloging, it would be
unfortunate if we were asked to elaborate our procedures at any point unless it
co1lc ne satisfactorily demonstreted that the result would be either economy or
betier cataloging service, It may be that the Catholic library feels thet this is
a nucessny part of its service, but I think it would be difficult to snow that
its usze should be extended to all other libraries,

*/,. They are not new. Well-known international bibliographies, e.g.,
Biblio*'éque National, Deutsche National-bibliographie, Biblio, etc., use them. So
do Catrolic refcrence tools .,.*

Father Kapsner seys that initials are not new and may be found in meny biblio-
graphies and reference tools, This may be true, but it does not seem to be suffic-
ient reason for adopting their use in author hecdings, The guestion is not how
much information one can put on a catalog card to mske it useful, but rather how
much information can be left off and still have the card fulfill its function,

*5. Bibliographical references in text-books, etc., often list religious
authors under their surname and only the initiel of their forename, followed by the
religious order initials, e.g. Mayer, F., O.F.M, In checking such references
egainst the card catalog, the religious order initials on catalog cards are very
useful for identifying authors.®
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The claim that specific identification of religious suthors is made possible
when cotalog cerds include initials should be questioned as a legitimate function
of the catalog. It has been a basic A,L.A. principle to distinguish between per-
sons of the same name "by the addition of the dates of birth and to use other
means only when dates are not available,” The use of initials for the purpose of
a special group identification would introduce a new principle into the catalog.
Similer procecures are not followed by other disciplines, and their adoption in
the field of theology should be cuestioned. Father Kepsner's proposal would impose
a point of view peculiar to a special group on all libraries, and he is asking that
all libraries share in the expense of this specialized service.

*6., The need for using religious symbols or initials with personal namss
on L.C, printed cards was formerly not as great ns nows Till about ten years ago
L.C. printed cerds repeated the form of author's name with titles or descriptive
appellatives as given on the title page, Now all that information, so useful to
the user of the card catalog, has vanished from L.C, printed cards,®

I would grant that the inclusion on the catalog cerd of author's name with
titles or descriptive designations was useful and often helpful in estadlishing
authorship of other books by the same writer beczuse of the form of the name used,
etc., but it was an expensive service and actuslly not esserticl in the description
aend identification of the book, Do=s not our experience since 1947 show us that
the omission of these titles and designations has rot been a handicep, but that
for the occasional time when the specific need arises to have this information it
is cheaper to consult the book? 'While it is poor economy to cmit information that
is actunlly needed in identification and locantion of material, it is expensive ser-
vice to provide information and details not essential for efficient use of the
catelog, or to try to answer questions that will never be roised. Fnther Kopsnex
would have us return suthor informction to the catalog cerd in a menner far more
complex than before the adoption of the new code.

¥7. Users of the card catalog in Catholic institutions expect to see the
conventionel order initiels on the cerds.?

I would not question this assertion, I believe, however, that I am correct
in saying that users of the card catalog in non-Catholic institutions do not expect
to see these initials on cards, and to them initials would be less useful, of little
value and even confusing,

The statement has been made that initiels, if used, will not get in the way
of the p:rson who does not know whet they sre. Therefore, the argument continues,
add them to the cards ond the person who does not know what they are will just
ignore them. That would be fine if it were as simple as that or if people paid as
little ettention to catalog cards as this seams to indicate, However, the matter
is much more fundamental and very quickly goes beyond such an unconsidered asser-
tion, We must not forget ihat a change in a cataloging rule is being considered
for adoption in the A,L.A, Catszloging Rules for Author and Title Entries, and most
libraries, including the Library of Congress, follow tuis catologing code, This
code sets the besic pattern for cataloging in American libraries, and Library of
Congress cards are printed according to its rules. These factors exert a powerful
influence on the bibliographical proce ures followed by libreries throughout the
country., Were this rule ndopted, librories would no longer be able to ignore it
but would have it imposed on them whether they wanted it or not. We also know that
a cataloger with o rule is like & terrier with a bone. It is difficult to get the
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bone away from the dog. To insert a phrase "if readily available” will not be the
answer because it ignores the temperament of many catalogers.

"8, The new plan, being much simpler and more economical, helps to increase

cataloging output, besides producing a more serviceable cerd for the users of the
card catalog.?

Any plan that adds to the research necessary to establish an author entry would
increase cataloging costs, not cheapen them. Cataloging output cannot be increased
when rules become mcre and more elaborate and complex,

We need to keep our cataloging reduced to essentials and we must resist con-
stent pressure to eleborate our cataloging or add to it, however minor or incone
sequential the detail might appear in itself. It is in the accumylation and mul-
tiplication of these details that cataloging costs mount end we need to take a
stard against any further complication in the cataloging process,

Whether one would be inclined to egree with the Library of Congress in its
proposzl to use initials to resolve a conflict between two persons of the same
ncrie when dates ere not aveilable is a different question from what Father Kapsner
is proposing, in thaot the in:tances requiring such use would be much more infre-
quent ond therefore less serious in consequence,

Finelly, there is the problem of the application of this proposed rule to
Frotestant religious orders. Probebly the largest number of orders in the Frntngtant
groups wo .ld be found in the Church of England and the Protestant Episcopal Church
in the U.,S.,A. The 1947 Year Book for the former lists nine orders for men and
fifty-five for women, end the Episcopzl Cpurch Annual for 1953 lists eleven orders
for men and fifteen for women. I1n the latter volume initials are given for six of
the men's ordera. Religious orders are the exception, rather than the rule, in
American Protestantism. It is not indigenous to the mcke-up and function of
&rerican denominttions to express themselves in and through religious orders. This
problem c¢s applied to Protestant religious orders would need further study and

investigation before a recommendation could be made, What is done for onme group
should be dons for all,

Helen B. Uhrich

Assistant Librarian

In Charge of Cataloging emd Classification
Yale Divinity School

409 Prospect Street

New Haven 11, Connecticut

June 1, 1953
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FEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION, June, 1953

This Comxittee was established in 1951/1952 to serve in an advisory capacity to
theological librarians with cataloging and classification problems. The spheres
of influence of the committee members have been assigned thuss

Descriptive Cataloging and Subject Headings - Miss Uhrich
Dewey Decimal Classification - Mr, Crismon

Library of Congress Classification -~ Miss Stouffer

Union Classification - Miss Fisenhart and Miss Uhrich

In general, the Commnittee members have pursued their problems individually. PFor
example, questions regarding interpretation, expansion, etc,, of the Union
Classification frequently come to the chairman as part of her regular work. In
some cases these questions may “e answered as part of the committee function.
Miss Uhrich conferred with Miss Stouffer on problems arising from the adaptation
of the Library of Congress Classification for Yale University Library and reports
receiving many queries from other libraries interested in the experience at Yale.

Probatly most members of ATLA, including the Committee, were asked by Rev, Elton
E. Shell for their opinion of the classed catalog for a seminary library. This
question was discussed with 1lively interest in a meeting between staff of Yale
Divinity School and Union Theological Seminary libraries, which included two of
the camittee members. In the end, we advised against it, feeling that it would
be more expensive to maintain than a dictionary catalog, and not particularly
well adapted to theological literature, Miss Stcuffer also wrote an opinion for
Mr. Shell, The Committee would be most interested to hear the experience bf any
seminary library with a modern classed catalog.

Father Oliver L. Kapsner, Chairman of the Cataloging and Classification Section

of the Catholic Library Association, brought us a proposal for revision of ALA
Code Rule 53. This revision was described in an interim report published in

our nid-winter news bulletin, There is a fuller exposition of Father Kapsner's
proposal and of the Library of Congress Descriptive Cataloging Division's counter-
proposal in the Journal of Cataloging & Classification, March, 1953. Father
Kapsner has also submitted a revision of ALA Rule 122 {Religious Orders) and sent
us his guide to the Liturgical Books of the Roman Rite., This contact with an
equivalent and active committee of the Catholic Library Association promises to
be most valuable,

Respectfully submitied,

Leo T. Crismon

Isabelle Stouffer

Helen B, Unrich

Ruth C, Eisenhart, Chairman
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Thursday, June 11 cont,

Panel DIscussion
on
Déwey and Library of Congress Classifications

In light of the current interest and activity by the librarians of our
Association who are engaged in reclassification of their collections, the queries
from librarians who are considering a change, and the new libraries faced with
a choice of a classification schedule, it seemed to be a propitious year for a
discussion of various classification schemes. An evaluation of their advantages
and disadvantages, their underlying philosophy, the problems involved in their
application in various types of libraries and how these problems may or may not
be met, appeared desirable at this time, In order that the whole group could
share in the findings and experiences of some of those members of the Association
who are currently at work on these problems, in changes and experimentation now
in process, the decision was made to have a panel discussion on the dewey and
Library of Congress Classifications.

Mr. Swann presented arguments he had prepared for his faculty outlining the
reasons of the need for a change from the Dewey system and the desirability of
using the Library of Congress Schedule in his library at Garrett. Miss Stouffer
zave an account of their experience at Princeton with LC, with reasons for adopt-
ing this schedule and an ocutline of their procedure indicating places where they
revised and why, as well as places they found easy and reasonable in use, Mr,
Davis presented the modifications and expansions of the Library of Congress
Classification Schedule at the University of Chicago which are primarily additions
at the Cutter level rather than modifications in the LC Schedule, Miss Uhrich's
paper on proposed simplifications of LC at Yale University was omitted due to
pressure of time but is included in the Proceedings.

Mr. Fortney spoke on the Dewey Decimal modifications recently introduced
ir the Drew University Library that are aimed at avoiding fine distinctions in
classification and of their interesting innovations in combining symbols from
the Union Classification Scheme with Dewey numbers at the point of Christian
Literature, In speaking of their expansion of Dewey at General, Miss Grobel told
about a trend in the opposite direction. Mr, Tummer indicated why he would like
to change from Dewey at Perkins School of Theology, with the factors he looked
for in a satisfactory classification scheme,

REMARKS OF ARTHUR W. SWANN, LIBRARIAN, GARRETT BIBLICAL INSTITUTE,
COMPARING DEWEY AND L.C, CLASSIFICATIONS

In the Spring of 1951 the faculty of Garrett Biblical Institute reached the
decision tb reclassify the library of the Institute following the Library of
Congress system of Classification. This document from which I shall read excerpts
was prepared to inform our faculty of the need for a change and to present the
desirability of a L.C., classification for our library.

Here follows a brief descrption of the Dewey Decimal Classification.
The suggestion has been made that Garrett consider changing its library

classification from the Dewey Decimal Classification to the Library of Congress
Classification. The Library Committee of the faculty has considered the problem
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and is anxious for wider discussion before decision is made. Herein are arguments
in favor of such a change.

The Dewey Classification is over 75 years old, has been published in 15
editions, each one before the last showing continuing growth and expansion. The
14th edition is a bulky 2000 page volume., Religion, the 200 section, covers 25
pages, The index covers fully half of the volume., During its 75 year evolution
many libraries, having adopted it, have found extensive adaptation necessary,
These adaptations varied so widely among themselves through the years that the
larger libraries found the successive editions of the classification of little
value,

In the preparation of the 15th edition (1951) the editorial committee de-
cided in favor of retrenchment and issued what they chose to term a "standard
edition", one that would provide a skeleton of all libraries, with sufficient
meat for the average public or school library. They are intentionally throwing
the large and the specialized libraries out on their own, since most of them
were there already., This trend in the Dewey camp I call disadvantageous to us
as a Dewey user, The time i3 right to consider abandoning it,

The Library of Congress (L.C.) Classification is a broad general classifi-
cation, made up of a series of 21 specialized subject classifications. While
all of it would be of some use to us, our major interest would be in the Philosophy
and Religion Section, designated by the letter B,

The classification as a whole constitues 21 major divisions each identified
with a letter of the alphabet, (5 possibilities for interpolation of new topics).
Subdivision of these major topics are designated with a second letter. The rest
of the notation (or call number on the book) is numerical numbers and blocks of
numbers being assigned to the subtopics. Numbers 1 to 9999 (i.e., four places)
are available for use.

The advantages of the L,C. classification to a general library may be
surmarized as followss

1. Class numbers are printed on L.C. cards,

2. The notation is elastic.

3. Each class is printed as a separate unit,

L. Country and local subdivisions fit particular subjects and are not
applied uniformly throughout.

5. The L.C. list of subject headings can be used as a relative index,

6. It was developed by competent classifiers for actual application to
a very large collection of books,

7. The subdivisions are minute. . _.

8, It is fostered by the National Library; revisions are published
regularly.

9. It is an effective and economical scheme to maintain since it
emanates from a growing library.

10, It contains valuable bibliographical information.

11, The scheme has many features that fit in with the organization and
needs of university libraries.

We already follow L.C. in using printed cards prepared there, in using their
principles of descriptive cataloging when L.C, cards are not available, in using
the L,C. subject-headings as the basis for our own list, Incidentally, Seabury-
Western uses L.C., as does the University of Chicago and McCormick,

<
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Incidental advantages to be gained in reworking the collection.

1, Re-evaluation of holdings (possible withdrawals because of
unsuitability, duplication of material, poor condition, etc.);

2, Choice of location reconsidered,

3. Assurance of adequacy of subject heading and subject cross references
in revised catalog,

L. Same for series entries (now very inadequate).

5. Building name authority and subject authority and series authority
files, (Ultimate time saving files for library staff use.)

6. Special identification of Reading room books (the minority) instead
of stack books (majority),

The change, if it is to be made, should be made now. We have been without
a cataloger for some months and are near to getting one, The more advanced our
collcction gets in its commitment to Dewey, the harder will be the break,

PRINCETON AND THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS SCHEDULE
by
ISABELLE STOUFFER, HEAD CATALOGUER, PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

About twenty years ago Princeton Seminary Library made a definite effort to
modernize its methods of cataloguing. Library of Congress cards, supplemented
by typewritten cards, replaced handwritten ones., Author numbers and subject
headings were introduced, A program of re-cataloguing was undertsken at that
tize, but the unique, broad, and old-fashioned classification system was retained,
It was not until five or six years later, when Dr. Gapp became librarian, that the
necessity for a modern classification system was impressed upon the administra-
tion of the Seminary.

In 1940, after a careful consideration of existing systcms, with special
study of the Union, Dewey, and Library of Congress systems, the Library of Congress
schedule was adopted. The reasons for choosing L.C. were very similar to those
which are being offered by other members of this panel. I would like to reiterate
two basic advantages of the Library of Congress system: 1) Each important area
of knowledge has a division of its own and i3, or can be, developed by special-
ists according to its own formulative principles. 2) There is room for expansion
within existing divisions and for introduction of whole new areas as the need
arises,

Our first project, the reclassification and recataloguing of secular liter-
ature on a selective basis, was finished in 1948, In the summer of that year
we undertook the reclassification of religious literature, Our method is to put
new books in the old classification until all the books on one subject can be
reclassified into L.C. at one time, This is to minimize the confusion of re-
classifying, and to provide for an orderly cessation of operations if circum-
stances «ver require it,

In order to indicate some of the problems which arose and what solutions we
evolved, I must go into some detail,

Non-Christian religions (BL74-~98, 300-2630) were reclassified first, We
are not using the sections on religion in general (BL1-72), natural theology
(BL175-290), and rationalism (BL2700-2790) because we consider them inadequate.
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The non-Christian religions worked out very well until we came to Sem‘tiec religions,
Our faculty expert on that subject agreed that L.C. could be improved upon, so

he worked out a rearrangement of BL1600-1710, based on the geographical-historical
relationships of the various religions. We also expanded the sections on American
religion, so that most of our material on American Indian religion classifies in
BL2500-2590 instead of in the E-F sections as L.C. prefers,

The reclassification of Mohamedanism and Bahaism (BP1-195, 300-395) went
very well. We did add one new number so that we could separate the books on the
content of the Koran (BP130) from those which were literary criticism., (BP131)
Mormonism and Christian science proved satisfactory, too, after we had performed
a major operation on each one, We changed BX8601-8695 for Mormonism to BP800-895;
and BX6901-6997 for Christian Science to BP901-997. This brings them after
Mohammedanism, Bahaism, and Thecosophy, but the actual schedules, or sequence of
topics, are retained in each block as in L,.C,

With non-Christian religions reclassified, we turned to denominational
history, or as L.C, calls it, special churches and sects (BX). We have not yet
used Church unity (BX1-9) or Protestantism (BX4B00-4983) because we expect to work
them into general church history, We are postponing work on the Church of England
until we decide whether we prefer it with denominations or with country divisions
in general church history. Presbyterianism has bean by-passed because our own
old classification was revised and the books recatalogued shortly before L.C. was
adopted,

We have not yet used the sections under each denominstion on doctrine,
sermons, liturgy, government, and biography. This is partly because of the
physical set-up in our library and the position of these subjects in our old
classification. It is partly in disapproval of the L.C. system, For example,
sermons seem much more useful in a general form classification than scattered
throughout BX according to the denominations of the authors.

In general the schedules for denominational history have worked well for
our collection. However, one major difficulty is with unions of churches, as
when two denominations merge. L.C. sometimes follows what we consider the correct
principle: A new place for a ncw church. But we found it necessary to separate
the Evangelical Association of North America from the Evangelical church (BX7501-
7540), and the Methodist church (U.S.) (BX8420-8428) from the Methodist Episcopal
church (BX8380-8388) contrary to L.C.'s revision of the schedules,

Minor difficulties include the problem of conferences of the various denomina-
tions, L.C. has omitted some altogether, e.g. in Lutheranism. We do not approve
of the position of others., Consequently we have tended to usc the L.C. number
for international, denominational conferences, but we prefer to class others by
comntry or locality, e.g. for Baptist and Congregationalists., Bccause we found
the location of local churches or congregations awkward, we made space for them
after the history of cities under each denomination.

I should like to make a few specific comments on the separate denominations.,
The schedule for the Catholic church has worked out well. However we have class-
ified the pre-Reformation history of the Catholic church in general church
history, Monasticism was generally acceptable, although the congestion in relig-
lous orders for women would have been scrious if we had had more books to class-
ify there., We have postponed using the L.C. classes for saints until we solve the
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problert of whether to kcep biography as a form class or to arrange biography by
subject.,

In Jansenism we expanded L,C. to make more room for controversial literature
(BX4721-4735). We expanded Baptists in Great Britain to make room for special
branches in England (BX6274-6308), We relieved the congestion caused by the
numerous Churches of God by spreading them over several more numbers than L,.C,
provides, With the use of decimals we were able to assign a separate number to
each branch that we could identify (BX7094-7097). The history of Methodists
in general caused us some trouble which was not satisfactorily resolved even with
some rather extensive revision, We did get good results from our expansion for
the Methodist church (U.S.) which I mentioned above,

We are now involved in the experiment of making our own schedule for gen-
eral church history and for church history of special countries. In undertaking
this rather ambitious task, we hope to accomplish several improvements over
L.C. 1) By using BW for our new schedule, we bring general church history to
a position immediately preceding denominational history, thus correcting one
of the basic weaknesses of the L.C., system. 2) Church Fathers will receive more
adzquate space. 3) We expect to provide a greatly expanded section for ecumen-
ical Christianity. 4) We plan to include history of missions in church history,
where it rightly belongs.

The classification for the history of special periods is now in full use,
Our current project is reclassifying the first of church history by special
countries, working out the details of the schedule as we go, When our BW sec-
tion is finished and tested more thoroughly than it has been so far, we may be
sufficiently satisfied to suggest that some other theological library may find
it the solution to some of their problems,

As for plans for the rcst of the L.C, schedules in religion, they are very
general, It would be ideal to put our whole collection in the Library of Congress
scheme, but we are reconciled to operating with two or three classification
systems for many years to come, As we adopt more of the L.C. schedules, we
shall undoubtedly find much that is very satisfactory in application. We are also
su.e that some sections will require extensive revision to suit our needs,

To date we have no regrets that we are changing to the Library of Congress
classification for religion.

MODIFICATIONS AND EXPANSIONS OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
CLASCIFICATION SCHEDULE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
by
NEWELL E. DAVIS, CATALCGING DEPARTMENT, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

A cursory examination of the classification schedule currently in use at

the University of Chicago library would prompt the observation that that institu-
tion had considerably altered the schedule as it was originally developed Jointly
by the University of Chicago library and the Library of Congress. A more careful
examination, however, will demonstrate that the added pages bound into the
schedule (comprising almost 20% of the total bulk) contain primarily additions

at the Cutter number level rather than modifications in the LC classification,
Such expansions are incorporated in order to facilitate the processing of, for
exanple, the various orders of the Mishnah, certain aspects of liturgy and ritual
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within the denominational number, and added biography numbers,

The primary point at which there secms to be an expansion of LC is in
BS2525 to BS3540 (Life of Jesus). This, it seems to me, 1s not so much an ex-
pansion as a transplantation, The University of Chicago simply puts into this
BS class all the works about Jesus--whether as to his life or to his teaching~-
reserving the BT class (where LC puts the life of Jesus) for doctrinal Christol-
OFY

There are two chief problems which this group ought to consider:

1, Would it be advisable to establish an author place for theologians
(such as we have for philosophers)?

2, What should be our policy in regard to new denominations and united
churches, for example, the CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA? Should we put
these simply in the BR number for that country, associate them with'.
the dominant affiliating denomination, creatc¢ & new BX number or
Just what does the group consider to be the best plan?

ABRIDGMENT OF THE LC SCHEDULE IN RELIGION
by
HELEN B. UHRICH, HEAD CATALOGUZR AND CLASCIFIER
YALE DIVINITY LIBRARY

During the past ycar Yale University Library made a study of the Library
of Congress BL-BX Classification Schedule to determine whether an abridged or
condensed form could be developed and adapted as the basis of its classification
for Religion, The study was made over a pariod of approximately four months
with regular conferences of the Hecad Cataloguer, the Head of Subject Cataloguing
and the Cataloguer in Religion from Sterling Library, which is the central
university collection at Yale, and the Librarian and the Head Cataloguer of the
Divinity Library.

This study of a simplification of the Library of Congress BL-BX Classifica-
tion Schedule was prompted by several factors, Tha old classification scheme for
Religion in the University Library was too elaborate and was workable only by
highly trained subject specialists and skilled classifiers. Further, the emphasis
on Religion at Yale University was to be in the Divinity Library, with a com-
paratively minor collcction at Sterling Library. Sterling would continue to
maintain and develop its special collections such as Judaism, the Reformation,
etc,, and would add judiciously in other fields, acquiring material needed for
class work and those books in religion that any well-chosen university library
collection would add. The ficlds of development and the lines of demarcation
between the two collections would continue to be clearly and carefully defined,
and duplication, except when deliberate, kert to a minimum, It should also be
said that because of the size of the collection in the Sterling Library, it is not
feasible to maintain a truly "open stack" policy, but rather, access to stacks
is limited, In view of these facts there would be less need for an elaborate
classification in Religion at Sterling Library. Finally, a basic policy decision
that any modification or re-working of any classification at Sterling Library
was to be based on the Library of Congress Classification with changes in nota-
tion to fit the University's existing schedules meant that Religion was not to
be an exception to this policy,
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What was it we hoped to accomplish by simplifying the Library of Congress
Schedule in Religion and why did we think such a propcedure would pay off? By
using a schedule already well developed and constantly kept up to date it was
hoped to have a schedule that was familiar to many of the users of the library
and therefore easy for them to follow, Alse, since the Library of Congress is
a national library, the University Library would be using a schedule of national
repute, not one peculiar to the Yale system. A greater advantage was seen in
the use of LC cards that would be available for ap-roximately forty per cent
of the books handled in this field for which work already done could be utilized,
Not only would the descriptive cataloguing and subject work be done, but the
classification could very quickly be translated into the Yale notation, A
simplified LC Schedule would also simplify the sixty per cent of the work not
done with LC cards. It would mean that an amateur classifier would not have to
deal with the fine distinctions of the Schedule and that an expert would not
have to consume time in making these distinctioms,

The LC Classification was studied with the specific aim of simplifying it.
It was not to be a re-working that would result in a "new" or hybrid classifica-
tion, but rather a "condensation" of the LC Schedule by using its basic outline, -
sequence of classes, etc,, but with broader topical classes. This was done by
a grouping together of LC classes under fewer numbers instead of spreading the
material over many specific classes, depending on such factors as potential
literature in that field, which library (Sterling or Divinity) was to have pre-
eminence in that field, the logic of "bracketing" certain subjects together, ete.

A notation for this shortened classification would then te developed, fitting
it in with Yale's other schedules, and with a trcatment of form classes compara-
ble to adaptations made in other schedulws for use at Yale. This new notation
would not be used independently of the LC Schedule. When developed it would be
written in the LC Schedule and paralleling it, so that the detailed LC Schedule
would serve as a guide and index and would indicate the corresponding Yale call
number to be used, Thus for those books for which there are LC cards, the
classifier would be taking advantage of the LC call number in arriving at a
classification number, and for those books for which LC cards are not available
the classifier would not have to make the subtle distinctions necessary if the
entire LC Schedule were in use.

This procedure may be illustrated by applying it to the section on Apolo-
getics, Evidences of Christianity, BT1095-BT1255. Under this topic LC lists
twenty-six subdivisions. In the simplified LC Schedule we checked ons number
to be used for all these categories. This may seem rather extreme, but it
can be done. Thus a book with an LC card bearing any of the numbers falling
between BT1095 and BT1255 would automatically class in the one number assigned
here., A book without an LC card could be classified very quickly if the classi-
fier did not have to stop to determine which type of apologetics it was. The
primary reason for using a simplified instead of the complste LC Schedule falls
at just such points as this where the classifier would not be called upon to

make the subtle distinctions that would be necessary with the complete LC Schedule,

A further advantage in writing the notation adjacent to the detailed LC
Schedule is that the Schedule can be annotated according to the respective
fields of acquisition of Sterling and the Divinity Libraries. Genecral lines of
demarcation can advantageously be made specific and concrete in terms of classes
in schedules. Such annotation of acquisition policy in the Schedule would
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undoubtedly aid in the consistency of its execution. Even if the book got as
far as the classifier the question could still be raised at this point as to
the book'!s ultimate disposition.,

What did we find and what were we able to accomplish in this simplification
of the LC Schedule? First, and perhaps primary, there was a considerable tele-
scoping of the BL-BX schedule that resulted in a great reduction of the classes
and consequently of the numbers to be used in the new notation, There was a
clarification of the acquisition policies for the two libraries concerned.
Theoretical distinctions for such classes as BL51, Philosophy of Religion and
BR10O, Philosophy of Christianity, and BL53, Psychology of Religion and BR11O,
Psychology of the Religious Experience were eliminated by cancelling one number
and referrine to the other. Distinctions that can be made only in theory and
not in practice had best be avoided., In general, however, the use of "Prefer...
number" was kept to a minimum to interfere as little as possible with LC's
sequaence of classes,

Vie found that certain sections of the LC Schedule are very well done.
Bible is good. Denominaticnal history, developed as a unit with the history,
doctrine, etc. of the grcup classed together rather than organized from a
geographical approech, would mcke the LC Schedule particularly well adapted for
a denominational librerv. Gencral Church History is developed from a point of
viow more userul to the Catholic Church than Protestent bodies, and the section
on Roman Catholic History seems to be relatively well done. The LC Schedule
would secem to be a gocd choice for a university library system which wishes to
relate school or deparimental libraries to a common classification schedule,
Likewise, if a library is affiliated with a larger institution using the LC
Schedule, it could well consider using the same schedule. It seemed to us that
a small library or library collection would find such an abridged LC Schedule
most useful., Should thc collection grow to the place where an abbreviated form
would no longer bec satisfactory, the expansion could casily be introduced within
the framework of the larger LC Schedule,

What were we not able to accomplish in our work with the Library of Congress
Schedule? We found, for example, that we had to accept the sections that were
out of place and illogical and kcep them in the order in which we found them or
lose the value of translating the Library of Congress number to the Yale notation,
At many places LC is not put together according to the breakdown of the sub-
Ject, nor does it follow the "natural joints" familiar to the specialist in the
ficld and it is cven arbitrary., There are many infelicities throughout the entire
Religion scction, Howoever, in order to take advantage of the work done by LC for
the aporoximatcly forty per cent of the books Yale would acquire in this field,
it was necessary to accept the Schedule pretty much "as is," We did not like the
separation o the works by an author from the bio-rephies about him, We found
it was not dcta.led enough at the point of early Christian literaturc with one
number BRAE assipmed to Fathers of the Church, individual authors (including in-
dividual worke). It is weak in Philoscphy of H:lision and the philosophical
approach to Theology, bu® this is not too serious a problem because such sections
have been associatad with Failoscphy in the Steriing Library and bccause at Yale
the basic collection at this point is in thc Divinity School., Also, what appeared
to be an almost tlind pattern or brealidown for many of the classes gave rise to
some inconsistencies in the Schedule.

Certain pattems in the rest of the Yale schedules determined in part certain
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procedures in the Religion section., A strong Latin American collection attracts
all material relating to this area. Thus all Church History is classed with
History in this collection, This is a good solution for Latin American Church
History bccause it is so closely interwoven with its secular history that it is
next to impossible to separate the onc from the other. Religious Education

is classed with Education because at Sterling this will always be a minor collec=
tion. The tendency in the University Library is to classify ecclesiastical
history with general history and this has worked very well. The history of local
or individual churches is regarded as illustrating the history of a town or

city and classes with secular history,

Finally, it should be pointed out that such an abridgment means a de-emphasis
on the importance of classification for the section on Religion, This may not
ba wise if the collection is carrying a heavy service load or if it operates
strictly on the open shelf principle,

In sumary we might say that thc argument of the economic factor weighed
heavily all through this project. We were swayed, but not entirely so, by the
fact that the classification at LC is done by specialists, This factor alone
do¢s not mean that they are always right -- or even better in their work and
decisions than that person who is actually using the material in a practical
situation and not a thecoretical situation and who sees it used in the wider con-
text of rcference, circulation, etc. The point of view of such a person may
often be better than that of the specialist who does not actually usc the
material once he has catalogued and classified i{t. The person who is classifying
"on the job" may often have a morec realistic point of view than the specialist,
No classification schedule is perfect nor will any one give you the perfect
librat'y.

DEWEY DECIMAL MODIFICATIONS RECENTLY INTRODUCED IN THE
DREW UNIVERSITY LIBRARY, iADISON, N'W JERSEY

by
EDVARD L. FORTNEY, LIBRARLAN, DREM UNIVZRSITY LIBRARY

Drew University Library is committed to the Dewey Decimal Classificetion,
To provide sensible and adcquate classification of a sizable religious collection
some revisions end expansions have bcen made in the Dewey system. Most of these
have been in the direction of expansion. Recently, however, thc problem has
been approached from the point of view of the average open-stack patron who is
often annoyed by the rather fing distinctions of subject mattcr made by the
catalogucr, The point of view adopted is to keep the classification scheme as
simple as possible and to claborate the subjuct cataloging. At the moment only
a small beginning has been made in this revision.

Our start is with the historical scction of the 200's, We adopted a chron-
ological approach classifying books according to the period about which they are
written. This includes biogrephy as it was felt not advisable to separate a man's
life story from the context in which it transpired, Man students prefer the
collateral material of a biography to be at hand., In addition, the writings of
a man ere classed along with his biography. The use of the Cutter system and
arbitrary symbols simplifice the classing of these secemingly diverse types
together, It also provides, in effect, separatc divisions of materials, The
entire system as envisaged and as used this far makes classification an excecd-
ingly simple matter,



28,

¢

Several modifications of the above principle are employed, Two casy ones
are that sermons are classed in 252 by author rather than with the man's other
works, Commentaries are likewise placed in the appropriate class number rather
than with the man's other works. The rcasoning here is thet commentaries and
scrmons are more apt to be sought by class than by author. Anothcr modifi-
cation is that preference is given to the class number for a spocific subject
over the class for the religious history of a country, which in turn is preferred
over the time division, Thus, a book on antinomianism in England in the seven-
tzenth century is classed 273.6 (specific) rather than 274.2 (English church
history) and 270.7 (modemn period of church history). These modifications holp
keep any one class from becoming overloaded,

It is impossible to give here the entire scheme as it has becn worked out,
However, a few notes will be helpful in indicating the trend., In 270's the time
divisions of Dewsy are rctained according to the points assigned., No biography
nor vorks are placed in 270.1-,3. Rather they zre placcd in the classes pro-
vided by 2Bl,2.4, Class 281,1 is reserved for collections of writings; 281,101~
+109 are the customary form divisions and 281.1092 is for collective biography
of the Fathers. Classes 281,5-18 are employed as Dewey has assigned - for the
oriental churches, Classcs 270.4-.7 arc again chronological divisions according
to Dewey., Here we again introduced & modificetion. By adding tho number “one®
to the class number we provided a division for biography. Thus 270.4 is for
history from 1054-1200 £.D.; 270.41 is for the biography and the writings of
that periOd.

From the reformation period (270.6) specifically denominational history is
rigorously excluded and placed in its class in the 280's. From the modorn period
(270.7), which we defined as from 1648, we exclude biography, (placing it in
922), and writings which are classed by subjeet,

The arbltrary symbols used in the scheme for decsipgnating the works of the
men in a period is adapted from the classification of the Union Theological
Seminary ard combined with the sugsested Cutter symbols,

Rather than prolong this presentation I invite any of you who would like
further information and clarification to write to me at Drew University.

GENERAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AND THE DEMWEY CLASSIFICATION
by
OLIVE GROBEL, HEAD CATALOGUER, GENERAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

This is only my second year with Generanl Thoolo;ical Seminary, and as a
newcomer in the specific ficld, I do not consider myself an expert. MNoreover,
our program 1s in a state of flux os we liquidete a menuscript catalog of some
15,000 items, - which we hope to complete next yeoar.

What a mortgage is to a church a manuscript cataloff is to the department,
It keecps us on our tocs and out of ruts. The re-cataloging projcct forces us to
take a lorig, objective look at the clemssification systen as a whole, without
evading the issue of what we may be deing to posterity.

Ve have 120,000 volumes and have always maintained open stacks. Although
we observe with interest that our good friunds are converting to 1C, we still
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like Dewey as expanded to mect our nzeds. The obvious advantage is the prev-
ious experience of most users of the library. Our young men tcll me thet they
have considersble difficulty with liturgical books, probzbly because in this field
we depart from Dowey entirely and use an arbitrary system quite unrclated to
anything else. This is not the only indication to mo that with us classifica-
tion is much more than a mere location dovice. We do find that the farther we
stray from Dewey, except, of course when the collection demands expansion, the
more difficultics we encounter. Probably the most important advantage of Dewey
over all othcr systems is the mnemonic devices, which are particularly useful

in this field. We use the mnemonic principle oven in creating new numbers within
the Dewey frame-work so that the result is not at all unfamiliar, I shall try
to illustrate this as I explain just briefly some of the things we do to Dcwey.

These are examples only, but they do show what heppens in meny arcas, since
we always usc the same numbers for sub-divisions, We have a good collection of
dcvotions, for instance, which we class in Dewey 242, But we sub-divide by
source: (Roman Catholic 242.2; Anglican 242.3 ctc.) and even by time, Thus
Anglican devotions of the twentieth century become 242.35. Ve do exactly the
same thing with books on the Christian life in Dewey 241, Patrons have told me
that they like this diffcrentiation, because that is the way they use the books.

We have a rich collection of controversial material, both Anglican and Roman
Catholic, Objcctive statements are classified in Dewey 283 and 282 respectively,
with many sub-divisions. But for the controversial material, we have used the
mnemonic principle in creating a new number not used by Dewey. Books written
from the Roman Catholic point of view we class in 280.2; Anglican 280.3. Then
for polemics against the faith, we add a zero to this##Our patrons have never
told us what they think of this, but at least wo have had no complaints, Ve have
to do somcthing with this wealth of material. Were we to throw it in Dewey 282
and 283 it would be lost and the whole number would become as meaningless as the
subject heading Education at Teachers! College.

In the case of other dcnominations, with our holdings less extcnsive, we
simply add a zero to the normal Dewey number. For example, Socicty of Friends,
289,6; polemics against, 289.60.

Bibles we class just as Dewey does, with the exception of English Bibles
before 1850 and Latin Bilbles before 1800, which we do not classify at all. We

usa Bivle, language, date; thus we single out our rather cxtensive collection of
Latin Bibles.

No doubt you are more interested in the liturgical classification. Unfor-
tunately, I am not yet in a position to speak about this important field with
any authority. We plan to make changes in the system itself as we progress with
the re-cataloging projcct. But I have the schedule here, and you may examine
it if you are interested. This intricate and ingenious organization of the
great liturgies is much more than a practical tool for classifiers, The
specialists who creatud the system had prodigious knowledge in this field and in
this, their legazy to us, they approached the problem from the standpoint of
entry work, cuttering and classification, and incidentally there is a great deal
of information about the books themselves, But the precision and fastidiousness
of a ripe and abundant subject scholarship may create certain problems for the
cataloger whose primary concern is the simplest practical organizetion of mat-
erials for use. We hope to simplify these intricate tables without losing the

##* _,,,we add a zero to this number, (Polemics ageinst Catholicism - 280,20;
Anglican Cormunion, 280,30) Our patronS.....
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scholarly contribution of the subject specialists who created them at a time when
our own professioq was only feeling its way, particularly in special fields.

I understand that we are not alone. Many institutions have manuscript cat-
alogs and problem areas. No doubt we need more scholar-librarians, But even more
we necd to synchronize the two points of view for mutual enrichment. This need
is nowhere more apparent than in classification systems. At General Theological
Se:rinary we are convinced that for us Dewey is the best of all systems cnd our
hope is that posterity will approve this particular expansion of it.

WHY I WOULD LIKE T0 CHANGE FROM DEWEY AT PERKINS SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

by
DECHERD TURNER, JR., LIBRARIAN, PERKINS SCHCOL OF THEQLOGY
SCUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY

Like Orestes, the furies pursue us, We mey not have done in dear old mater
because she had axed sweet old pater, but our classification hearts arc, none
the less, very i1l at ease. A torn and bleeding Dewey, stretched from its neat
picture of the late nincteenth century to cover the bulging and changing scenes
of the middle of the twenticth century, is a distressing picture. Like the human
figure, the girdle that fit at 19 will not comfortably contain the problems of
53. Neither does Dewcy answer our needs now,.

Before laying more blows on Dewey's aged and revered head, a few remarks are
in order about all classification schemes. They all have one factor in common.
They are developed on concepts, and not on publications. That our publication
does not correspond with our classification scheme is the source of many classi-
fier's ulcers. The picture is muddied further by the fact that concepts change,
widening the gulf between our classification schemes and our publications. Thus,
a comparatively brief span of life is alloted to the very best of classification
schemes. Reprieves can only be gained by flexibility. A scheme dares not to
start out with a fixed number of main and secondary divisions, based on pre-
ference for any one theory, All classification schemes are mortal. Rigid schemes
are successful candidates for the suicide's grave, Therefore, when I speak of a
preference for one scheme over another, it is a preference dealing in the stance
of degrees and relativity, and not absolutes,

Why I would like to change to any scheme depends upon what I want of a
classification scheme, Reduced to a minimm, these are the factors I want in
such a schemes

1. a simple, yet effective, notation

2, an expansive potential so that anomalies can be kept at a minimum
3. the most for the least money

L. contented catalogers.

Because of these factors, not all necessarily the grecatest, nor the least in the
picture of classification, I wish that I might change from Dewey to Library of
Congress in Bridwell Library,

To paraphrase the title of a well-known sonnet, I am looking forward to the
day that I too can pen a sonnet entitled: "On Last Looking Into Melville's Classi-
fication - Any Edition."
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Thursday, June 11, cont,

SUGGESTED AGENDA FOR ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION
ON ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS

by
Miss Margaret Van Raden

Book Selection &nd Purchase

How to select when space is a major factor (Morris)
How much general material to select, does the policy
vary between large and small libraries (Morris)
Central or regional book purchase (Hort)

Unethiczl book dealers (Brimm)

Circuletion of katorial

Eescrve books
Giveriation to off-campus students (Royer)
Cisnlalien to students and faculty (Xincheloe)
CGizculvui o of I,L.L.'s for reserve use (Roycr)
Ovexrdu> books (Xincheloe) and fines (Van Raden)

Persarmnel
Prcsur-ment 2f catalozer (Elliott)
Procurmeat of staff memders (Hort)
Rela=ran of deportment heads to Librarian or Assistant
Liorarian (Elliott)

Miscellancous

Use and efficiency of card catalog (Hort)

Other suggestions welcomed in advance of meceting,
(Sugg:stions above made by librarians)

Thursday, June 11, 7:30 P.M. (H, M. Brirm, presiding)

WTHEOLOGICAL LIBRARIANSHIP AS A MINISTRY®
by
Dr. Raymond P. Morris

It is difficult, if not impossible, for anyone to talk about "Librarianship
as a Ministry" in any other terms than a confession. With your forbearance this
is what I propose to do.

I feel honored on this occasion to address you, I am reminded of the account
of a worthy Chinaman who was being honored by his fellows for conspicuous contri-
bution to his community. To do the matter up right they arranged a procession
with the honorable gentleman sitting in a sedan chair - a vehicle for traveling
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used by dignitaries, consisting of a chair placed on two long poles and carried
on the shoulders of attendants. Unfortunately in this case the seat of the chair
became loose and fell out leaving the poor fellow in an extremely uncomfortable
and awkward position. Following the celebration one of his friends asked him how
he cnjoyed the affair, to which he gave the reply, "Apart from the honor I'd just
as soon have walked,Y

In our comments about "Librarianship as a Ministry" I should like to stress
what I would call the human side of librarianship, our involvements with pecrsons
and people, The very nature of this assignment requires me, it seems, to talk
about our jobs from my own point of view, largely from the way I see things. You
will understand, I am sure, that I know that there are viewpoints other than my
own which are equally valid or even better.

I have always felt that in some fundamental way my work as a librarian has
been in a true sense a work in the ministry of the Church of Our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. I find that I am, in matters of profession, a somewhat emphibious
crcature and that in my vocation I have striven to combine the profecssion of
librarian with the profession of minister. I feel this even though I have re-
mained a layman and have never sought ordination. I think that there heve been
tines when as a librarian within the library profession there have becn distinct
advantages for the Church that I have been a layman and not an ordained minister.
I have been able to work within the American Library Association and to exert
influences for the cause of religion which otherwise probably would have been
denied to me had I been a "Revercnd," I do not sugrest that for others this pat=-
tem would be wisoc or even desirable, I wo:ld, however, at this time emphasize
that in speaking of the librarian as a minister we should go beyond the sterotype
of the minister which is held in popular conception., Librarienship can be, and
for our type of institution, it ought to be, thought of as a ministry. This is
so for all levels of our work, I fecel that any one working in the library of a
thcological institution, other things being equal, will do better work and will
be happicr and more content in doing it if he feels a scnse of commitment to the
overall cause and purpose of the institution he serves. Theological librarien-
ship is at its best a ministry.

What are the basic ingredients of the practical workings of our job? It
might be helpful if we would sec our jobs as others sec them, and then compare
this with what they actually are, which is quite another thing., By others I moan
the administration, the faculty, the studentz 2nd 2o on. For librarianship, like
the ministry, suffers from a sterotype in the minds of the public, You are
familiar with this picture of the librarian., It is a rather contradictory pic-
ture. There is the austere busybody behind the circulation desk, with the
needless clutter of details and red-tape, a sort of glorified administrative
secretary, We are the "hander-outers and checker-intars." There is, on the part
of those who use the library, very little knowledge of a concrete kind of what
goes on behind the scenes; there is very little knowledge of the complexities
of our jobs, very little appreciation of such things as the need and reason for
details, regulations and procedures, There is almost no knowledge that all
librarians must try to do too much with too little, that we must be adept in
"building bricks without straw," How many times have you had students ask you
if you read all of thc books you add to the library? How many times have you had
faculty members or others act as if you never read any books? We are supposed
to understand the school when 2ltogether too frequently we are not permitted to
share in the responsibility of the school, and people learn through assuming
responsibility. Ve are expccted to talk the language of the specialists, to have
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a conslderable flare for omniscence. The sheer impossibility of our tasks in terms
of an intimate knowledge of the literature we must handle is unknown even to the
most widely read scholar on our faculty. Faculty members, by and large, simply
fail to grasp the ramifications and extent of the literature of the Christian
treditions, Theirs is a specialized and a parochial while ours must be a catholic
and universal grasp, It is hard for them to understand the magnitude of our task,
if it is to be properly done, or even the difficulties of book selection from the
range and mass of the literature of religion, much of which is old and much of
which is uneven in importance., I doubt if there is snother literature as diffi-
cult to assess as theology. It is no small task to do this, that is, to do this
intelligently, and to bring it into organization and to offer effective service
upon it is a job of great magnitude, It is small wonder that at times we fail to
see the forest because of the trees,

Yet ours is a much appreciated profession. We are the good angels who can,
with almost the stroke of magic, uncover the needed book, or identify the garbled
quotation, or dig out the relevant material with dispatch and promptness, Ve
earn in good faith the honorable mention found in prefaces of stout volumes for our
contribution to these works of scholarship, We make good midwives.

The facts are, my friends, the profession of librarianship by its requirements
for success insists upon cantradictory factors of human aptitudes, A librarian is
an unusual creatwurc whcn he is properly put together. Librerianship requires the
aptitudes of the administrator, the aptitudes of the scholar, and those aptitudes
which lead one to understand human nature~--which makes one attractive to people,
which leads us to be helpful in human relationships. To the degree that one fails
to combine these factors witi. some measure of balance, he risks failure as a
librarian,

Let us trace these factors through a day's work, If I may be pardoned by a
personal reference to my calendar for one day this past month. I had planned that
this day would be relatively free for what I call routine library work--book sel-
ection, classification and cataloguing, reference, the care of correspondence and
general administrative duties. This is really my job as the outsider sees it, this
is what I am expected to do, On this day I tried to assist in the task of classi-
fication and the assigmment of subject headings. As I recall we were dealing with
eome books of a rather specialized nature, those miserable things which librarians
put aside because they are square pegs which do not fit the round holes of our
neatly designed classification schedules--you know, books that don't fit anywhere,
I gave some dictation, some of which was much overdue. "I am sorry to be so late
in answering your letter," is one of my favorite cliches. But then my projected
day broke down in mid-passage. I changed my schedule to see three students who
were in arrear in their work and with the ap-roaching end of the school year were
now becoming panicky. I discovered, in talking to one, that his trouble seemed
to lie in the fact that he was a slow reader, so that I arranged for him to have
the diagnostic and remedial reading tests, I discussed a possible dissertation
topic with another and ended our session by making a few bibliographical sugrestions
to get him on his way. I tried to reflcct on plans how to stretch the budget to
get through the year. I had, that day, a long session with another student
contemplating psychiatric care. This person was insecure, he was afraid, and he
needed the assurance and counsel of friendship and human interest. And so on,

Now one does not go through that kind of a day without spending himself. You
don't do these things without giving of yourself. I went home tired and nervously
exhausted, I spent an hour or so with my family. One should not have a family if
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he does not intend to honor their clains and if he does not value their claims,
Then I settled down for a couple or three hours of solid reading, constructive
study--something which I have found I must do if I am to pursue successfully the
Job which is mine., To fail in this is to court disaster. As Mark Twain once
quipped: "Thc man who does not read good books has no advantage over thc man who

can't read them." This is the Achilles heel in what is somctimes otherwise a
comuendable library career,

I won't say that this was a typical day. One of the characteristics of our
Jobs is that no day is typical. Our days are unpredictable, But I would say that
this day was in no sense unusual, I am sure that there are few persons at the
Divinity School who appreciate the complexities of my work, the contradictory
demands, the range of the responsibilities and the quick shifts in the nature of the
demands which are placed upon one, all the way from the demands of scholarship
and research to administration and personnel counselling,

Your day will not be my day. Vhat we do varies from institution to institution,
from job to job, and from person to person, You will do your job in an equally
important way, and perhaps in a more effective way. Though the details of our
tasks will vary, our days have this in common--they are crowded, they are unpre«
dictable, they are varied and they are demanding. It takes flexibility, knowledgo,
insight and physical and nervous stamina to be a librarian. We don't sit around
in our offices, in the atmosphere of quiet and order, unmolested, pursuing the
contemplative life. If we are doing our jobs, we are ensaged deeply and in a
truly fundamental way in the life and process of the school, in the complexities,
the tensions, the drive of a community which is st work and which is throbbing
with vitality. Always we work under a sense of pressure, Each of us, if he is
truly effective, will participate in this in his own way and in his own time,

The important aspect of all of this which we are stressing is the human side
of our task, the problem of human relations. As this is largely a confession, so
let it be an honest one and let me say that the greatest mistakes which I have
made as librarian have been mistakes in human relations. I have never been a
better librarian because I didn't understand people. I should like to press upon

you that the thing which gives importance to our jobs is that they involve people
and human destiny.

It may be said that much of this which we have been describing is really
personnel work and secondary administration and not the work of a librarian,
After all, thc librarian may better restrict his activities to that which is more
central to his task, such as bock selection, book purchese, classification and
cataloging, reference and circulation. But is this the whole truth? It is true
in that we must do these things and that we must do them well, These duties are
our peculiar responsibility, But to say that a librarian's influence and responsi-
bility 4s to stop at this point is to ignore the very process of education itself,

It is important for us to remember that in the process of cducation the whole
person goes to school, May I make reference at this point to a statement found in
Moberley's CRISIS IN THE UNIVERSITY, where he says:

To live in college and so to be thrown together with those
who have come from different regions and differnt types of
home, with different temperaments and interests and subject
of study, is a continuous exercize in mutual understanding
and adjustment. Meeting one another in Hall, in Chapel, in
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Common or Combination Room, on the river or playing fields,
and most of all in their own rooms, they zcquire insensibly
some appreciation of the point of view other than thoir own
and some power of living and dealing with people. The out-
side world has dimly scnsed this. (P, 34)

Perhaps this concept of education as a social dynamic process involving the
whole individual has nowhere becn put more eloquently than by John Henry Newman
in his IDEA OF A UNVERSITY, where he insists that the fundamental principle of
the university as a community of teachers and learners should be conceived of in
terms of a family, "A university is," says Newman, "an Alma Mater knowing her
children one by one, not a foundry, or a mint, or a treadmill," (P, 145) If one
were driven to a cholce, as happily he is not, between the formel instruction in
the classroom and this wider and informal aspect of education as it is carried
on outside of the classroom, Newman would take the latter as the more important,
Education is carried forward in the context of comwnity life, No teacher can
teach with his greatest effectiveness until he knows his student and no students

l will learn as readily as when he knows his Master, Our work in the library is no

different, An effective library is not an institution within an institution. An
effective library is a very central, a very vital, and a very important part of
a cammunity in which it participates in a major and intimate way.

Most of us, I am sure, are eware that Adolf won Harnack was a fellow librarian,

at least by a vocation. It was Harnack who transformed the Royal Library from
what Mommsen once caiiuvi, "one of the worst libraries of Europe,” to the status of
one of the great libraries of the Continent and the World, There can be no doubt
about Harnack's competence as a scholar. I should 1like to remind you that it was
Hernack the scholar who, as librarian, introduced novelty and innovation into the
then accepted German library procedures, For one thing, Harnack insisted upon the
circulation of books outside of the library when that procedure was questioned by
German libraries. Repeatedly, we find him stressing his conviction that libreries
are "neither museums nor cabinats of curiosities; that their function was not so
much to conscrve books as to put them to use, and that the best adormment of a
library was a book worn in service.” This is the way he put it on one occasiont
"When the German scholar is praised for his particular diligence it scems to me not
unlikely that the possibility of taking library books home 2nd studying them by
lamp light has 2 large share in it." This is the same Harnack who at another place
insisted: "Our task must be to save for our Fathcrland as many precious old books
and particularly old German manuscripts as possible." The man who insisted that
‘menuscripts are the heart of the scholarly library," was also the scholar who
understood the rcader as a person., Likewise, the stature of Harnack as librarian
is enhanced in our cyes when we know thot he insisted that the professional 1ib-
rarian be freed from purely routine duties; that in Harmack's busy life of research
and scholarship he found time to interest sub-profcssional assistants in the larger
aspects of their work by personzlly conducting a course in the principles of scholar-
ship in the hope of widening their appreciation. "He cven found the way into the
hearts of the working man," says an admirer, at the time when the book collcction
was moved from the old to the new library building, (cf Hirsch, Felix E., "The

Scholar as Librarian; to the memory of Adolf von Harnack." Library Quarterly,

IX, no. 3, July, 1939)

My friends, it can be done. We cannot be excused from a primary interest in
3 personality under the false assumption that our intcrest and responsibility is
E primarily in the world of books and scholarship, in the eternities of erudition and
' not in the temporalities of humen bechavior,
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J. Donald Adams, writing in his column "Spenking of Books" in the New York
Times Book Review section, quotes Mark Van Doren as saying: "the important thing
about a poem is the reader," Adams is speaking of the needs of contcmporary
American literature. He goes on to say: "the great sin of the New Critics...has
becn that they have forgotten or ignored the nature of the relationship betwean
writer and reader. ...Too many ... write for one another or for the critics who
misled them."™ (April 19, 1953, p.2.) The great sin of our profession can be that
we forget the relationship between the book and the rcader. We can forget the pro-
ceas of education, the process of growth, the process of creative endcavor. We
can forget the living and vital stuff which makes library work important. Ve can
too easily judge ourselves in terms of extermal standards, procedures, techniques,
cquipment, budgets, size and wealth of holdings, our reputation with bookmen, or
by criteria which are secondary and not primary to our tasks as educators. In
doing so we may miss the very thing which tells us thc most about the success of
our work, the reader, his growth and creative activity, And for me, this is where
vork becomes fun,

A1l of this is to say, as I see it, that our jobs are carricd on in the con-
text of life, in thc context of living things, primarily with persons, not inanimate
objects, We are dealing with pcople in a very vital way. Ve are dealing with
growth in understanding, with the shaping of points of view, with developing and
living philosophies, with the stuff which sh2ll shape the promptings of conscience
and ethical and moral perccption. Ve are dealing with situations which will fortify
the will, which will shape character, and which will ultimately participete in the
destiny of men., It does not take a gifted imagination to gauge the scopo and im-
portance of our work. You rumember George Santayana's formule which he gave in
the third volume of his autobiography, PERSONS /ND PLACES, the volurme entitled MY
HOST THE WORLD, It is here that he speaks of the two ingredients essential to
rational living, One is, that we must know oursclves, which is really the
Socratic key to Wisdom. The other, we must have "sufficient knowledge of the world

to pcrceive what altermatives are open® to us and which of them are favorable to .
our true interests. "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom," is a more
normzl cxpression in Christien tradition, This is our task and it is here that we -

find our ministry,

You and I are dealing with pcople and if we are to scrve effectively we must
learn to deal with them in such a manner as to gain their confidence inus, I am
‘n scut way responsible for cvery student who does not achieve his fullest abili-
ties or measure up to his greetest stature in the Divinity School., I am rcsponsi-~
ble in some way for every student who fails in the Divinity School, and I am
rcsponsible in some way for every member of my staff who fails to make good on his
Jobe. The place to begin is with our own intercvst in people, with persons as .
primary in our sense of values. To do this there must be integrity. You remember
the dialogue in T.S. Eliot's THE COCKTAIL PARTY wherc Edward says to his wife
Lavinias

One of the most infuriating things about you
Has always been your perfect assurance
that you understood me better than I understood myself, .

And Lavinia repliess
ind the most infuriating thing about you '
Has always been your placid assumption

That 1 wasn't worth the trouble of understanding.
(Act I, p.96)
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Let us be sure that our inner spirits will find us ocut. Ve cannot indefinitely
appear to be bigger or other than we arc. We cannot conceal our failures to in-
fluence people by being busybodics hiding behind a facade of books,

We must not underestimate those factors which reveal our very spirits and our
true natures to other pcople. I say we must not do this., Let me add, we cannot
conceal whet we are from others. The work woe do will be no bigger than the per-
sSoNsS Wae are.

If one were called upon to assess the effectiveness of a library program; if
one were called in to survey and appraise a situation involving a library on a
campus, he could learn much, and a decisive much, purhaps, if he ncver went into
the librory concerned or if he never once talked to the librorian and his staff,
He could do this simply by coming to an institution and talking to those for whom
the library is intended, to gather the gossip and !'scuttlebutt! of the community,
to sense the impact that the library is making on the institution, and to leam
the general reput ation enjoyed by the library. This would be enough to provide a
fairly accurate clue to the success and efficiency of the library program, Even
silence can be damning., One would not, of course, be so stupid and unfair as to
stop with this, He would want to examine the book stock, its organization, the
financial structure of the library, the traditions and expectations of the insti-
tution, and he would want to talk long and at length with the librarimn and his
steff, Even then, perheps, he would not know enough., But we should not minimize
our reputations in a community in tems of public relations and our impact upon
persons and institutions,

When 1 sugpest that librarianship is largely a matter of dealing with pcrsons,
I do not mecan to imply that one can be a good librarian by just being a good person.
Success of librorianship involves more than diligence, or being a good friend, or
being an intercsting person. People come to us as librarians expecting to find a
set of skills, They come for hclp of a very special kind., They expect us to know
our business. It is true that they are less likely to come, or to come back again,
if we have a forbidding pcrsonality, or a dead pan countenance, or if we ere all
aflutter, or if we are simply stuffed shirts. As libr:rians we nced to be endowed
with cherismatic grace. The personzl encounter of librarian and recader should be
pleasant, inviting, and helpful., This involves more than sentimentality and a
plezsunt disposition. There is no substitute for the command of information and the
mastery of skills which enables one to turn to the job to be done arnd to do it with
prccision and dispatch, Scholarship and a knowledge of scholarly ways, a sound
knowl:odge of books, special knowledge of special tools, bibliography, mcthodology,
Lnapination and judgment ere the tools of our trade. Ve need to know what we are
doing, whot our institution is doing, what is the end of it all. There is no one
present whos¢ job does not decmand more of him than his abilities command. We must
teke these requirements scriously. We must learn and we must grow., To be thought
of as nice persons is not enough. We must be helpful persons in very demanding sit-
uations. There zre too many who feel that by simply holding a job they grow in
grace and wisdom, The only thing that is surely happening to them is that thcy are
growing older. One grows only through the process of growth which always entails
hard work,

A librarian who drops the cares of his Job at five o'clock in the afterncon is
not going to get far as a librarian. We cannot expect to work in an institution
where faculty mcmbers burn the midnight oil and we have our social cvenings frce
and expcct in the long run to command the respect of our community, Students are
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sensitive to these diffcrences on the campus. We do not rid oursclves of devils

of ignorance through "prayer and fasting" or just sitting. te rid ourselves of

the shackles of ignorance through sweat and tears, May I add that I as librarian
have never found that I was too well informed about books or that I knew too much
to do my job as it should be done, Ve are never wise in our own conceits, We

must rcmember that limitations in such matters place scrious limitations on the
offeoctiveness of our work., For it is inevitable that we, as librarians, projcct our
pcrsonalitics and abilities into the library itself, We set the atmosphcre in which
others must do their work,

As this is a confession, I can now ask myself if I have ever been sorry that
I am a librerian. I am sure of the answer: "No, not for one moment." I am in
the job that I want to be in. I cast no envious eyes at greener pastures. I do
not want to teach, I do not want to preach, I do not went to crack rock in a
quarry. I just want to be left where I am and I hope that I have the gumption to
mske the most of what can be done, It is all very challenging and worthwhile., Only
there is too much to do. In good Yale trodition, I can say: "I regret that I have
but onc life to give to my country.®

Now not to let you down too much, I invitc you to look at tne task we have to
do. Whure else conld you go to have a better opportunity to work with, and por-
chonce to influsnca, young life than the place wnere you arv now? Consider then the
%iad of puople you and I are asked to deal with, Kot only is it young life with
its enthusizsm and vigor, but, being young, it is intcresting life in that it is
always uncenventional and always now, Youth has all of the promise of life sct
before it. Furthermore, the young people which we have in our institutions have
fourd what they want to do and are focused on a comending purpose. Sometimcs they
may irritate us by becoming professionalized and nset" too soon. But, by and large,
thLzr know what they want to do. They feel a relevance in the work they have to co.
Yoa and I in our work heve as the beginning and end of our deily task thc percnnicl
mystery of talented young people eager to serve the Kingdom,

What profession touches 1life at a more impressionable time? What profession
more richly combines as its resources the gifts of personal encounter and personzl
echievement with the treasures of the ages? Where can you go to find such a combin-
ction that will include aesthetics, the process of learning, the restlcss search for
truth, the adventure of discovery, the joy of new insight, and the anticipation of
creative achievement? ot only do we work with the intangible things of the spirit,
but there is the tangible tool itself--the book and the collcction which frames
our cfforts with a monument rich becausc it has been built by many hands from many
countries over many ages. I never walk up and down the stacks of our collection at
Yale without in some measure receiving an almost mystical experience, For these
arc not just dirty old tomes which have outlived their times., Here are Plato,
Aristotle, Augustine, Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, Kicrkegaard, Barth, and
others, a veritable apostolic succession of Vestern culture, Here indeed is there
a visible communion of saints, Here spcek Amos, Iszieh, and Jeremiah, Here is
Job. If we listen we can hear tho intonation of the Psalmists and the noble
preaching of Paul. Here is thc tenderness of Francis of Assisi; the "dark night"
of John of the Cross; Bunyan with his Pilgrim, and Brother Lawrence serving God
by wiping the pots and pans in the kitchen, Hore is the horror of the Inquisitien,
the courage of the crusader, Damlien and his lepers. What vitality and what powerl
Here in the Holy Scripture arc found the words of the Master preserved with pristine
eloquence by the unfailing page of the printed book. And there they stand, these
books, with patience and modesty, waiting for the curious mind and the pilgrim soul—
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an unmcasured potential of human experience and wisdom, waiting to be introduced
by us, their guardians and custodians, to these our times, What an opportunity

for onc if he is able! What nobler monument could we dcsire? Truly, as Elihu
Root once remarked:

The statesman, the scientist, the man of affairs, all pass
away and are forgotten. But to have builded oncself into
the structure of an undying institution, to have aided in the
development of a priceloss possession of civilization, is to
have lived not in vain, but in perpetuity.

Nor is this an idle flight of fancy and rhetoric concocted for this occasion.
We are not drunken by the wine of our profession. We have no reason to discount
the importance of our task, Rather, you and I run the danger of undercstimating
the importance of our tasks, We are not called forth to do something which is on
tho periphery of human interest or human need. We are dealing with the very heart
of human cxpcrience, with the stuff that lies at the center of Western civilization
and Western culturo. You remember Lord Acton's dictén: "Religion is the key to
history." Again and more recently Professor Tillich has reminded us that "religion
is tho substance of culture and culture the form of religion." (THC PROTEST-.NT ERA,
pP. 57) This then, is our task, our work, our o-portunity, and our ministry. This
is why our work is so evcrlastingly important. In the noise and confusion of a
troubled time, we work with the wisdom of the ages and we are moved by the convice
tion that "what is highest in spirit is always deepest in nrture, thet the ideal
and the real are at lecast to some extent identified, not merely evanescently in our
own 1ives, but enduringly in the universe itself." (Montague, BELIEF UNBOUND, p.6)
That this most high glory is within the rcach of the most lowly is the substance
of our ministry as librarians in the Kingdom of Jesus Christ,

Thursday, June 11 cont,
REPORT OF COM ITTEE ON PERIODICAL INDEXING
by
J. Stillson Judah, Chairman

The discussion of the processing of this manuscript and suggestion that - ¢ho
Exccutive Committee give the final method for compiling it.

REPORT ON THE A.T.L.A., INDEX TO THEOLOUICAL FIAIODICAL LITERATURE

The index to theological periodical literature, which has been one of the
coopcrative projccts for the last two years, is now nearing its completion. As
reported last year it was to have been a subjcct and author index of thirty-one
titles covering a three year period from 1949-51. Since only about two-thirds of
the material had been indcxed end sent into the Chairman by last summer, no edition
at thet time was printed. Later it was agrecd by the members of the indcxing
committee that a fourth year of indexing should be added for all titles, enabling
us to have a more up~to-date work covering the years from 1949 through the last
number rcceived in December 1952,

Editorial work was again slowed down because of the difficultics that many
librarians experienced in neeting a January 31st deadline for the completion of
their indexing, but it is still doubtful whether the work could have been finished
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by this time in any case, At prescent all materials have been received, both for
the index to the perlodical articles and also for the index to book revicws which
will be printed together with the former; and a complete draft of both indoxcs

has been typed., However, since great difficulties have becen experienced by the
Chairmman in getting uniformity in the index from the standpoint of subjcct headings,
punctuation and capitalization, a revised copy must be made. Although a style

sheet and a couple of later supplements were sent to 21l indexers, the many versions
of form and style in particul=rs not covered are probably as many as the indexcers,
vwhich points to tho necd of a comittce to work on a more detailcd manual of style
for future editions,

Since we now have two copics of the first draft, it is the proposal of the
Chairman that those copies be given to two librarians for criticism and suggestionw:
one to check general punctuation and capitalization, end the other to check the
adequacy of the subjcct hcadings end the cross refercnces. As soon as this is
done a final, corrected draft should be prepared and the printing done before the
end of the sumer,

The final draft will include about ten thousand entries which will be con-
tained in about two hundred and thirty-five pages with each page being divided into
two columns of seventy-one lines cach.

Mthough we have not decided finally upon e printer, the Howell-North Printing
Company in Beorkeley has indicated that it could produce five hundred copies of the
work by a photo-lithographic process including a simple binding for about $3.00
a page, which will amount to only about $705,00 for five hundred copics. This
would mean, however, that the present legal sized pages would be processed four at
a time and reduced to a five and a half by seven and a8 half trimesizced page. The
type would then be about the same as the one used by the Wilson Company for its
indc¢xes.

Another firm in Berkcley, however, would like to bid on the work when it is
ready in final form. It claims that as good a reproduction cen be donc by a
slightly diffcrent new photo-lithographic process, giving us a larger sized volume,
if desired, and probably at a lower cost. Before final choice is made, Edwards
Brothers and other firmm as well should be given a chance to bid on the work, so
that we are certain that we are getting the most desirzble work at the lecst cost.

Since there are still problems involved in the index which are rathcr numerous,
the above report and recommendations are predicated upon the final approval of the
Committee as a whole, after it has met and discusscd these matters., With this
approval, however, we should be able to have copics printed and ready for sale by
the end of the summer.

Stillson Judah, Chairman,
Periodical Indexing Committee

Friday, June 12, 8:45 A.M, (Decherd Turner, Jr., presiding)

DEVOTIONS

Dr. Theodore L, Trost
Rochester Divinity School
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"WHAT THE SE{INAFY ADMINISTRATION EXPECTS OF ITS LIBRARY"

= hy
President Walter N, Roberts, ngebrake Theological Seminary

You have shown me a distinct honor by inviting me to have a part on this pro-
gram, There are those here, on the program and off the program, who know so much
more about theological seminary library work that I a~pear out of place in such
an august group, I am not a librarian or a specialist in library work. For that
reason I will refrain from trying to give council on tecchnical aspects of library
work.,

Perhaps the only justification for me to appear on this program grows out of
three facts of my experience: (1) I have just completed fifteen years of service
as president of a theological seminary in which I have had four major concerns:
to build up a very competent and consscrated faculty; to raise enough money as
to put the institution entirely out of debt and give it a sense of financial
stability; to lift the whole level of the academic program of the seminary so as
to enable it to do a first class job on the B. D. level of work; and last, but not
least, to build a strong thesological library, housed in a very adequate building,
managed by a competent and consecratcd library staff, and endowed with a progressive
program of library service and growth, I am sincere when I tell you that this
fourth concern has been a major concern and one to which I have given more time
and cffort than to any other. (2) The second fact is that I have been privileged
to serve as chairman of a committee of choice persons who have been responsible
for writing the newly-adopted standards for theological seminary libraries, It was
an educational experience to work with these persons on this committee who knew so
much more about library work than I shall ever know, I have been thankful for such
an enriching experience. (3) The third fact is that I have the honor of being on
the Executive Committee of the A. T, L. A. as the representative of the Executive
Committee and the Commission on Accrediting of the American Association of Theolog~
ical Schools, These three reasons may justify my presence,

I am not trying to make this address a research paper on the subject as
announced, Rather, it is my purpose to set forth some common-scnse practical ideas
growing out of the expericnces and observations I have made in feliowship with many
uriusually fine people with whom I have had the privilege of working in the library
field.

You will understand that I speak from the point of view of a seminary adminis-
trator who has been and is very much concemed about the library of the theological
seminary, It is my judgment that the theological seminaries in the American
Association of Theological Schools have made more improvement in the library area
in the last twenty years than in any other phase of their work. That is a com-
pliment to the seminaries and to the Librarians and Library Staffs of the respective
schools, I hope it may not seem like turning a compliment into a "sting" when I
say also it is my judgment that twenty years ago the library area represcnted the
weakest phase of theological training in many of our seminaries. This sounds
almost like the Britisher, unaccustomed to the American language, who told his
Aierican sweethecart "you are so beautiful and so homely,™

Bufore we come to specific suggestions I would like to say something about
some fundamental principles of administration. The late Albert W, Beaven (Albert
W. Beaven, Putting the Church on a Full-Time Basis, p. 119) gave the basis
principles of edministration as follows:

First, outlining of the definite task to be accomplished; second,
selecting and trying out of an individual for leadership in this
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task; third, the selection with this individual of an adequate group
that can accomplish the work; fourth, the placing of responsibility
squarely upon their shoulders; fifth, inspiring the group with a deter-
mination for achicvement; sixth, holding the leader and group re-~
spongible; and, seventh, recognition and reward when good work is done.

Whether we like it or not, most of us are administrators. The President of
the school, the Dean of the school, and to some extent certain professors are
administrators. The Librarian is an administrator., Very likely, others on the
library staff are administrators. One who has others working under his direction
is an administrator. He will be wise if he observes these basic principles.

In the main body of this paper I want to suggest seven things which the sem-
inary administration expects of its library. In conclusion, I want to suggest
some ways in which these cxpectations may be wet.

1, The administration expects the library to be an effective functioning unit
in the educational program of the seminary. The emphasis here is on functioning
unit., The library is not a "fifth" wheel, and therefore, a subsidiary or an un-
necessary part of the school, Following the same figure, it is a "fourth" wheel,
which is to say that it is so essential that this machine will not run at all on
only three wheels., In the past there has been too much of a tendency to think of
the library as an important added asset but not something of central importance.
It is no longer adequate to think of a good seminary as a school with a good faculty,
a building and some Moks, 4 library, with a good collection of live books, and
persons whose business it is to bring books and pecople together into a happy rela-
tionship of learning, is absolutely essential to and of central importance in a
theological school.

2, The administration expocts the library to be a departmont of the curriculum,
serving the whole school,

I use the term "department" in somewhat the same sense as we speak of the
“biblical department" or the "church history department." The library is an in-
tegral part of the curriculum, just as the biblical department is an integral part
of the curriculum, The biblical department serves the whole curriculum. Without
it you could not have a seminary, or certainly a very adequate seminary. Further-
more this biblical department gives content to all the rest of the curriculun, Just
so, the library is an essential department of the curriculum serving every depart-
ment of that curriculum. To change the figure, let us think of the library as the
department fceding all the other departments of the curriculum,

The library is a team-mate of the class room, Team-work between the library
staff and the professor in the classroom is essential., Let me illustrate both in
a negative and in a positive way., A certain tcacher of Latin had 25 pupils in
her class, She assigned a book to be recad. This same book was to be rcad by all
her pupils., There were only three copics of that book in the high school library
and only one in the ncarby branch library of the city. She did not confer with
the city libraries., Suddenly a swarm of high school pupils flocked into the branch
library demanding the book, The librarian was furious., She had a right to be,

Again, a professor is giving a course in Christian cducation. He plans to
refer to a large number of pam-hlets in that field. But first he goes to the
librarian and finds out vhat the library has. Then he finds that important
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additional books and pamphlets are needed in the library. They arc ordered. Hence,
when he comes to that part of his course the library has an amazingly significant
exhibit of books and pamphlets, ready to be used by the students. That is team
work both on the part of the professor and the librarian,

The administration expects the library thus to be a department of the curri-
culum serving the whole curriculum,

3. The administration expects the library to be the study-center of the school,

If this idea of making the library the study center of the school really gets
across in the life and work of the seminaries of the Association it will revolu-
tionize many seminaries, Something happens to students and professors who live
among books. They are not only delivered from many distracting nolses, delivered
from many an unnccessary and fruitless "bull session" lasting into the 'wee'" hours
of the morning, but they are blessed by the hallowed atmosphere of scholarly books
all about them. This is especially true where the "open stack" policy is follewed.
The student who can go to a shelf or serics of shelves wherc he sces before him a
hundred books on a particular theme and learns how to find in a short time the books
that will contribute most to his deeper insights, is having an educational ex-
pcrience of major importance. He is developing in judgment relating to books and
their use. )

The student needs time to read, to meditate, to think and to grow. He needs
to do this in the quiet and undisturbed atmosphere of the library.

L. The administration expects the library to be a growing resource of infor-
mation,

The emphasis here is on growth., The growth is a directed growth. This means
that constant care will need to be exercised in the selection of books and magazines,
The library committee needs to guard against the doevelopment of great "gaps" between
departments or within certain departments. Some professors will be quite aggres-
sive in ordering books, Othcrs may be quite negligent. Reference works that do
not fall within a particular department may be over-looked. This is what we mean
by avoliding "gaps,*

It is just as important to keep culling out worthless or insignificant material
25 it is to be on ones guard regarding the selection of new books and magezines.,

No library is going to show a steady growth unless there is large financial
provision for the same., The newly adopted Library Standards of the AATS has a
very important clause regarding finances as follows:

An accredited school without library notations id expected to
spend not less than $10,000 per year for its total library budget,
not including equipment and janitorial maintenance; or $35.00 per
student, which ever is larger. It is also expectcd that 32,500
of this amount in the budget will be spent annually for books and
periodicals exclusive of binding and repair.

I want to quote and to express my appreciation for the statement given by
the president of this Association in his able paper presentcd on June 12, 1951
(cf. Ruymond D, Morris, Standards for Accreditation For the Theological Library,
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Summary of Proccedings, Fifth Annual Conference, American Theological Library
Association, June 12 - 13, 1951, p. 7). I quote as follows:

Cur conviction is that the fundamental factor in cstablishing and main-
taining library service is the budget. It is money which buys books and
periodicals and binds them, It takes labor and skill to organize and to
render them available, Labor and skill cost money. It is money which,
to a large degree, determines the general level of the pcrsonnel a li-
brary can attract and retain, Money builds buildings, buys equipment,
corrects lighting defects, ete, No amount of ingenuity, consecration or
ability on the part of the librarian and his staff will be sufficient for
the task unless funds are avilable to do the job. A3 a matter of fact,
the efficacy of a fine building, or a splended collection of books, or
the efforts of a competent and devoted staff can be wrecked or nullified
if a library's budget is inadequate,

The librarian, the library committee end members of the faculty will need to
be cverlastingly on the lookout for additions to the library resources of informa-
tion. This is the only way that great libraries are built. It might be wise for
us to remember how some very important libraries have been enriched. Dr, William
Walker Rockwell (Cf, William Walker Rockwell, "Theological Libraries in the United
States," Religion in Life, A Christian Quarterly, Autumn Number 1944, pp. 545-555.)
has an article irmensely worth reading., It is still not too late to purchase great
theological libraries from the estates of scholarly professors who were specialists
in their respective fields,

A library with an adequate budget and a few alert. pecople can grow into a great
theological library. This the administration has & right to expect. There needs
to be a steady and persistent search for the best books in the various fields. This
is a life-long task.

5. The administration expects the library to be a stimulus of industrious and
devout scholarship,

The appcarance of the library, its lighting, the accessability of its books,
and the books and other resources, all make their contribution and furnish the
stimulus . .

These resources must be properly catalogued with ample cross references.
Students and professors doing important pieces of research can be of real help to
a library staff and especially to the Cataloguer by making suggestions along these
lines.

I like the statement given by Harvey Branscomb and quoted by Dr. Morris where
he warns the library staff from becoming occupied with the "administration and care
of books rather than the stimulation of student minds." (Cf. op. cit., p.6).

The library should be expected, within certain limits, to purchase books to
be used by profcssors in independent fields of research., It is a wise school that
does everything in its power to "help people grow" whether they be administrators,
library personnel, professors, students, or alumni and other outside patrons, That
is a gocd school where everything about it and all persons connected with it are

growing,
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6. The administration expects the library to be a teaching unit of the school.

By this we don't meen simply that the library is a tcam mate of the class
room. It is that but more then that. It is a class room itself, It has the job
of tecaching students to use the library as a study center, to know how to find books
and how to use them. It has a job of teaching students to use the card catalogue
in an eoffective way, It must help him to go to a shelf of books and in a short
time cvaluate those books and sce their relative worth in relation to his task
at hand, It has the job of creating a "hunger" for books, so that he will purchnase
books and build up his own library, meking it a live and well selcctud library of
books and refercnce works., The class room work and the library work are two phases
of onc process, ¢nd this entire process must be significant, lcading to growth in
understanding and Christian personality,

The libraery has the responsibility, along with the class room to help teach a
student to tecome a scholazr and to respect scholarship. A scholar is a person,
who after the evternal pressures of assignments are gone, will have cnough of
Minner driset %o work ard stidy of his own accord. The librery can help the
stuucan, while ne ig still in school, to lcarn to "go the second mile" in his
resacrel, tovend wiast his assignment may be and scek out new information and gein
new incights.

L:le peints up (Cf. Guy R, Lyle, The Administration of the College Library,
P 19&5 a spuvaal emphasis in college librarics in the dirccetion of meking the
library an incdircet and a direct instrument in teaching. I quote:

Evarywhere in our colleg.s are unmistakable signs of activity pointing
to the fact that librarians are becoming increasingly aware of their
tcaching function. Therc is also a growing inclination on the pdrt of
college administrators and faculties to look upon the library in
connection with the entire curriculum as definitely instructional.

If this is truc of the college library how much more is it true of the seminary
library where the whole program of study is gearcd to the graduate and professionel
level.

In this same conncction Lyle (ovn.cit., pp. 194-5) quotes from Dr. Louis R.
¥ilson a statement setting forth the conditions under which the library becomes an
essential part of the teaching progran,

Books arc considered as means of extending expericnce and as aids to
thinking rather than solely as sources of information. The library is
thought of as & functioncl unit of the school or of society rather than
as a place or as a coilection of books. Library materials are conceived
of as matcrizls of instruction and not mercly as books or periodicals,
and they include many new aids to lcarnirg such as pamphlets, maps,
globes, picturcs, s_ides, films, and sound recordings. The function of
the libraricn hes liliewise been differently conceived, The librarden,
who formerly was frequently thought of as a tcchnician or administrator
concemad primarily with library housekceping, is more frequently con-
sidered a mcmber of the staff respdnsive to the intcrests of the ad-
ministrator, tcacher, pupil, or oth:r collezgue or patron, and qualificd
to participate fully in the planning and accomplishment of thc educatiocnal
purposes of the school and of thc community.
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7. The administration cxpects the library lcedership in a theological scminary
to be alert to what is happening in the librery ficld, and to some limited cxtent,
in the entire field of theology.

Sorw timc ego I was talking to the dean of a theological seminary about & man
who want.d to spucialize in homiletics., The dean made a very wise remark. Said
he, "I am opposed to a man specializing only in homiletics and teaching only hom-
iletics, If he does he will 'run shallow,' He must include in his specialization
and in his tecaching certain content courses, Only then can be maintain depth."

A librarian should study his job, of course. He should know what others are
doing. But he should ncver stop with a mere study of methods, If he does, he will
run shallow,

I would like to insert here my own conception, The President, the Dean and
the Librarian of the school occupy the key positions regarding the school curriculum,
For that recson it is exceedingly important that the librarian have such training
a8 to cnable him to stand shoulder to shoulder with any member of the faculty.

He is the librarian of a theological school, It is his business to carry the
library program into the very hcart of the school, He deals with books on subjccis
of vital concurn in hunsn life and humen civilization. He deals with pcople. While
he may not be a specialist in samc branch of thcology, for in some scnse he must
be a "jack of all trades", yot hc necds to be awzke to current theological trends,
We could namc somec distinguished librarisns who are theological scholars in their
own fi.lds of theology. These are the exception, perhaps, yet they are a very
wholesome "variation in the speclies,®

One may well ask "™who is sufficiecnt for these things?™ The answer is,
"perhaps, none of us, that is the reason we all nced to be growing persons.”

Sumnary and Conclusion:

We now come to the summary and conclusion. I have mentianed seven things that
the secminary administration expects of the library:

It oxpects the library to be

1, ’n efficicnt functioning unit in thc educational program of the seminary.

2, A department of the curriculum serving the whole school.

3. The study center of the school.,

L. A growing resource of informztioen.

5. A stimuilus of industrious and duvout scholarship,

6., A teaching unit of the school.

7. Alert to whet is happening in the library ficld, and to some extent, in the
entire ficld of theology.

Certainly it is self-evident that these expectations cannot be fulfilled by the
Librarian or by the Librery staff alone, This is a task and program rcquiring
team work and whole-hearted cooperation on the part of the Board of Trustues, the
President, the Dezn, thc faculty, the library staff and the student body. No library
is going to even approximate thesc expectations without the enthusiastic cooperation

of all the partics concerned. I have mentioned six groups in this circle of the con-

cerned, Cthers could be mentioned, but of the six the major responsibility rests
upon the President and the Librorian, Without both of them, these expectations
cannot bc fulfilled,
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Fridav, June 12, 11:00 A M,

Excursion to Chicego by Bus ~ Tour Swift and Company with a complimentary
lunch, Dr, Samuel Kincheloe gave us a talk on the surrounding areas of the msat
packing company.

Fridey, June 12, 2:45 P.M,
Visit through Midwest Interlibrary center,

Friday, June 12, 7:30 P,M. (Dr. Raymond P, Morris, presiding)
"THE LITERATURE OF BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

by
Dr, Connolly C. Gamble
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va.

A critical appraisal of the literature of a discipline scarcely twenty years
0ld -~ at least in its modern form -- may appear to be premeture, For two reasons,
however, such an attempt may be profitable, The first is the voluminous litereture
in the ficld of biblical thcology since 1930. Such a flood of writings demands
some analysis, no matter how preliminary or incomplete, A second reason for under-
taking a study of the literature of this field is the rathcr widespread misunder-
standing of biblical theology as the term is used today. An appraisal of the cur=
rent literature may increase understanding and appreciation of this vigorous move-
ment in present-day Christian thought.

The renaissance of biblical theology has affected scholarship in every Christ-
ian commmion--Protestant, Anglican, Eastern Orthodox, and Roman Catholic. fthe
subject is vigorously pursued on the Continent, in the Scandinavian countries, on
the British Isles, and in America. Many distinctive contributions have appeared
only in journals, where articles on biblical theology now are numbered by the
hundreds. It is irpossible, therefore, to comprehend so vast a field of litera-
ture in a brief survey, I shall try, in the interest of brevity, to name reprssent-
ative writers and schools of thought, recognizing that many original or particular
emphases will be omitted in this swift review,

I propose to follow the following procedure. First we shall lock at the
history of biblical theolugy. Secondly, we shall obsecrve certain characteristic
emphases of the renascent biblical theology. Thirdly, we shall note some of the
major works which have influenced biblical theology, or which reflect changing
viewpoints within that field; and some of the influential Journals dealing with
that subject.

Three brief descriptions of biblical theology may be helpful at the outsct,
"Biblical theology is essentially an interpreted account of the biblicel history,
seen as the advancing work of God Himself" (F. V. Filson, "The Study of the New
Testament,™ in A, S. Nash, ed.,, PROTESTANT THOUGHT IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, p. 67).
It is "theology based on biblical study and gaining its insights and categories of
thought from the Bible" (D. R. Vicary, "Literalism, Biblical Criticism, and Biblical
Theology,™ Anglican Theological Review, 32:119, April, 1950), The task may be
conceived thus: "To draw out the positive meanings of conceptions derived in the
first place from the 0ld Testament, and made conplcte dn the New; to show what is
transitory in the earlier statement, and how it is made good in the Person of the
Fulfiller: this is the task of Biblical Theology"™ (A. G. Hebert, THE THRONE OF
DAVID, p. 72). :
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I, THE HISTORY OF BIBLICAL THEY.OGY TO 1935.

An extensive history of biblical theology has yet to be published. Good
brief treatments of its development will be found in these sources: J, D. Smart,
"The Death and Rebirth of Old Testament Theology," Journal of Religion, 23:1-11,
Jan,, 1943; 125-136, April, 1943. James lLuilenburg, "Return to Old Testament
Theology," in Randolph C. Miller and H. H. Squires, eds., CHRISTIANITY AND THE
CONTEIPORARY SCENE, pp. 30-44, C. T. Craig, "Biblical Thecology and the Rise of
Historicism," Joumal of Biblical Literature, 62:281-29L, December, 1943, Amos
Wilder, "New Westament Theology in Transition," in H. R, Willoughby, ed,, THE
STUDY Cf THiS BIBLE TODAY AND TOMORROV, pp. 419-436. More recent are PREFACE TO
OLD TISTAHINT THEOLOGY, a condensation of his Yale doctoral dissertation by R. C.
Dentan, the first part being historical; and Norman W, Porteous' excellent orient-
ation in Old Testament theology in the Society for 0ld Testament Study's symposium,
THE OLD TLSTAMENT AND MODZIRN STUDY, ed, H. H. Rowley, pp. 310-345.

A. The Decline of Biblical Theology.

Five elements combined to bring about the decline of biblical theology in the
early decades of the present century, 1) A new interest in detached study of
Scripture, rigidly neutral, with no presuppositions or theological bias, The de-
mand was for "scientific objectivity® without interpretation of historical pheno-
mena, The watchword was "objective, factual history alone.” As this viewpoint
came to dominate biblical study, biblical theology went into an eclipse.

2) The new interpretation of history within an evolutionary framework., A
very large proportion of biblical interpreters believed that the biblical movement
could best be understood in a progressive development from lower, simpler, "primi-
tive" concepts to higher, more complex, later ideas. With the imposition of this
evolutionary pattern upon Scripture, a comprehensive theology derived from the
Bible as a whole became impossible to achieve.

3) The new emphasis on the variety in Scripture, rather than its unity. The
Bible was viewed as a fragmentary record of a growing religious life. This ever-
changing experience involved an ever-changing theology. The student could speak,
therefore, not of a biblical theology, but only of the theolosies of the Bible.
As James M. Powls Smith wrote: "The seeker after Old Testament theology is em-
barrassed by a superfluity of riches. He finds not one, but many theologies. He
may, for example, speck of the theology of Amos, or of Isaiah, or of Ezekiel, or
he may group certain personalities and formulate a theology of the eighth century
B.C., or of the Exile., But he may not group them all into one 0ld Testament theol-
ogy, for the differences, yea, contradictions, render such a step impossible,®
(J.M.P. Smith, "The 8tudy of the 0ld Testament and the Religion of Israel," in
G. B. Smith, ed., A GUIDE TC TH: STUDY CF THX CHRISTIAN RELIGION, p. 149)

L) The new philosophy of religion, After Schleiermacher, the emphasis was
placed on those elements which are common to all the great ethnic religions, Many
scholars frowned upon efforts to draw from the Bible its distinctive contributions,
in contradistinction to the common elements found in most religious movements,

5) The new interst in related studies, resulting in a secularized biblical
study. For many men the primzry interest became Egyptology, Assyriology, Arabic
studies, archacology, Greek, Syriac, or Aramaic. Emphasis was placed npon phil-
ology and history, rather than on theological or religious interestg, which were
so often controversial,
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Thus biblical theology withered. That it actually died, however, is question-
able. Undeniably it went into an eclipse early in this century, for every theolog~
ical library catalog reveals the decline, "Biblical theology" disappeared as a
title for nearly 25 years, Even at its darkest, however, the eclipse was not com=~
plete. Such men as Henry Vheeler Robinson (in THE RELIGIOUS IDEAS OF THE OLD
TESTAILNT--1913) and Albert C. Knudson (in THE RELIGIOUS TLACHING OF THE OLD
TEST-. ENT-~1918) helped to retain the theological significance of the Bible.
Throughout this fallow period Adolf Schlatter in Germany produced his commentaries
and his systematic treatises, drawing largely from biblical categories, Through
their books James Moffatt, Ermest Findlay Scott, and Frank C, Porter were reminding
the world of the theological meaning of the Scriptures.

It is nevertheless true that for several decades biblical theology lay largely
domant., Then, soon after Vorld War I, its revival came.

B, The Revival of Biblical Theology, 1935--

Among the many and complex influences which led to the revival of biblical
theology, three principal factors may be noted, The first was the changed climate
resulting from the cultural crisis, which brought a renewed interest in theology
and Christian thought with a corresponding decline in comparative study of relig-
ions. Historical relativities and probabilities in religion which had seemed
sufficient in balmier u.,;s now appeared in their true light, and in the crisis of
civilization the demand arose for a more positive faith, Harry Emerson Fosdick
wrote "A Fundamentalist Sermon by a Modernist Preacher" in which he said: "We
modernists have often gotten at our faith by a negative process. We do not belleve
this. Ve do not believe that. Ve have given up this incredibls idea or that
obsolete doctrine, So we pare down and dim out our faith by negative abstractions
until we have left only the ghostly remainder of what was once a great religiom,
Then seeing how few our positive convictions are and how little they matter, we grow
easy-going about everybody else's convictions, and end in a nmush of general con-
cession, Then a crisis falls upon the individual soul, upon the family, upon the
world at large, where a rcligion that is going to amount to anything must have deep
conviction in it, 'The rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house; and it fell not; for it was founded upon the rock'=—e
how tuch we need that!" (H, E. Fosdick, THE POER TO SEE IT THROUGH, p. 199)

The rise of Karl Barth both anticipates and reflects this demand for a posi-
tive faith, as he called theology away fram its preoccupation with psychologism and
historical relativism to the revelation of the transcendent God who has spoken his
Word to men. The optimistic acceptance of evolution was challenged as superficial
ard unwarranted., The progressive capitulation of theology to the categories and
presuppositions of science was halted, The changed spiritual climate provided an
environment in which biblical theology could once again be cultiwated.

2) The changed historical method. Modern invcstigation into the philosophy
of history and knowledge provided a more accurate understanding of the character
and limitations of the task of the historian. Historlans themselves began to
recognize their inability to deal with all the elements of history in such terms
as origins, causes, effects, and evolutions., W. F. Albright, for example, in FROM
THE STONE AGE TO CHRISTIANITY challenged the adequacy of the genetic and evolution-
ary assumptions of the early twenticth century historians., He opposed the unilinear
interpretation of the development of biblical religion, in which the facts were
forced into oversimplified schemes of historical evolution. Albright sought to
reach the inner compulsion underlying the drama of history.
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Concomitantly, biblical scholarship began to react against the assumption that
the truth can be attained by pure scientific "objectivity" in historical research.
There was a growing feceling that the inner truth of history, beyond the external
facts, is inaccessible to neutral observers, yielding its secrets only to sympathy
and undcrstending participation. A new call was sounded to enter into the biblical
perspective, discarding an impossible and undesirable "objectivity" in favor of a
biblical viewpoint,

3) The growing mass of biblical data resulting from the critical study of
earlier gencrations. An unprecedented accumulation of accurate historical infor-
mation, amessed by archaeological rosearch into the ancient cultures of the Hear
East and the Gracco-lloman world, becams available to biblical scholars for their
interpretation, A wealth of philologicel matcerial was produced by linguists and
leadcographers who were at work during the sanme period in which biblical theolopy
was declining and in eclipse. Minute tcxtual studies bascd on grammatico-historical
principles ware produced in great numbers. Criticism of source, form, and social
environixnt presunted new data,

One result of thesc studles, of great importance for biblical theology, was to
discount the exaggeratced omphasis on the Hellenistic backgromd of the Now Testa-
mcent, associated with the work of Deissmann as an outcome of the discovery of the
non~literary Egyptian papyri; and to restore a fresh appreciation of the signi-
ficance of the 0ld Testament background. As early as 1931 Sir Edwyn Hoskyns and
Nocl Davcy (in THZ RIDDLE OF THE N3 TESTAMENT) showed that the clue to the mean-
ing of cardinal terms in the New Testament was to be found in the Septuagint rather
than in the papyri. And in the seme year T. V. Manson (in T!E TEACKING OF JE=SUS,
pP. ix) found thzt the koy to the New Testament is the 0ld Testament conception of
the "saving remant,®

A sccond result affocting biblical theology was achieved by these critics, who
established that there existed no earlier, simpler, non-Christological message
wvhich might be chosen in preference to the classical Christian messaze of Mark,
the specches of acts, and other New Testament writings, Criticism made the issue
clcar: The Gospels present a Christocentric message--or no ncssaje,

The changing spiritual climate and the new approach to history brought the
demand for a synthesizing approach to the Bible, following careful analysis, Bib-
lical scholars now hegw to weigh the evidence from decadcs of work and to draw
together interpratations of the thcological significance of the biblical revela-
tion, 4 theologlcal importance, in contrast to a mercly historical interest, was
once again assigned to the Bible,

The revival cf biblical theology may be datcd with some precision, It occurred
about the time when two influential studies appeared, one by Walther Eichrodt, the
other by C. H, Dodd,

The most influential of modern 0ld Testament thceologices is Walther Zichrodt's
THEOLOGIE D&S ALTEN TEST-MENTS, the nearest approach to a definitive treatment yet
published., Eichrodt insists that, despite the changes which occurred in the his-
tory of Israclite relirion, a self-contained unity of constant basic tendency and
type is to be found in the 0ld Testament. The unifying idea is the covenant cone
cept, which was rooted in the Book of the Covenant and the Israelite experience at
Sinai, This covenant idea was tested in the Canaanite settlement. The eighth-
century prophets of Israsl recovered the covenant idea and reformed Hebraic re-
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Here for thz first tine critical and historical studies are made to contribute
to an interpretation of the 0ld Testament, by using a pattern taken from the
Seripture itsclf. The sbructure of the work is based on biblical categorics rather
than those of dogmatic theology. Eichrodt holds that the 01d Testament can be
int.rprcted only in relation to the New Tcstament: "Old Testament religion with
21l its undeniablec uniqueness of character is understood in its essence only when
considercd in the light of the fulfillment which it rcceived in Christ.® (p.l)

Thus the 0ld Testament is a permanent part of the Christian revelation, which in
both Testaments reveals the irruption of God into the world to estabiish his King-
dom,

Undoubtedly Eichrodt holds too rigidly to the pattern he has adopted, and at
times artificially forces his material into an outline., Yet his work on the whole
is a remarkably successful attempt to present a sympathetic picturc of Old Testa-
ment religion as a unity. This study, more than any other, served to cstablish
the validity of 0ld Tcstament thcology as a recognized discipline. After
Eichrodt, the theology of the 0ld Testament was widely accepted as an esscntiel
element of biblical study,

C. H. Dodd in THE /POSTOLIC PRIACHING AND ITS DEVELOFFNTS gave biblical study
a new emphasis and dircction., As the outcome of a candid and carpctent cxamination
of the New Testament rucords, Dodd concluded that the apostolic haralds werc men
who believed thamselves entrusted with a clear and definite "karygma®--an authorized
and authoritative proclamation. Thc elements of this preaching are found in the
oldest strata of tradition in the New T.stament, hence, are not late importations
into the records from a later, more fully dcveloped Christian theology. Dodd be-
gins with the apostolic preaching in the early chapters of the icts. This Kerygma
he shows to be the essential framework of the Gospel by Mark, and the prinary source
of the other Synoptic Gospels. Within the New Testament there is an immense range
of variety in thc interpretation that is given to the kervgaa, yet in all such
interpretation the essential elements of the original kerygme are kept steadily
in view. Indced, says Dodd, "the farthcr we move from the primitive modcs of ex-
pression, the more decisively is the centrel purport of it effirmed., With all the
diversity of the New Testament writings, they form a unity in their proclamation
of the one Gospel." (p., 177) Dodd shows that the kerygma starts with the proclama-
tion that "This is that which was spoken by the prophets'; the age of fulfilment
has dawned and Christ is its Lord. The kerygma then procceds to rccall the his-
terical facts, lcading up to the resurrection and exaltation of Christ and the pro-
mise of his caming in glory; and it ends with thc call to repentance and the offer
of forgiveness, (pp. 10&!.5 .

For hiblical theclogDodd's approach was especially significant. It marked
the first time that a single biblical concept was related to all New Testament mat-
erial in a unified dovelopment. New Testament theology was freed from its former
domination by the purely historiel method. In the same period that Eichrodt wus
demonstrating the unity of the 0ld Testement in relation to the covenant, Dodd
was showing the unity of the main strands of the New Testament in relation to the
kerygma., More irportant than the details of Dodd's analysis was the vicwpoint from
which he began his study.,

II. CHARACTERISTICS OF SBIBLICAL THEOLOGY.

During the last twenty years biblical thcology has begun to show certain
definite characteristics, which it may be helpful to considcr at some length. Not
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all of thesc elements are to be found in the work of every biblical theologian,

but they are observable, in some degrese, in many of thc published writings on this
subject.

A. Biblical theology builds upon sound historical and critical investigation
of the Bible. This point can hardly be emphasized too strongly; for one oft-re-
peated criticism of biblical theology has been that its adherents bypass the arduous
tasks of criticel enalysis before synthesizing materiezl, With almost complete unan-
imity biblical theologians insist that historical study must precede theological
inturpretation. The biblical message was spoken to a concrete historical situa-
tion, thus it was always historically conditioned. The message was expressed
threugh literary forms, therefore literary principles were invariably ot work. The
biblical thecologian recognizes that historical and literary study are absolute
prerequisites to his work of theological interpretation.

A representative group of biblical theologians from many parts of the world,
mecting at Oxford in 1949, formulated some "Guiding Principles for the Interpre~
tation of the Bible." They agrced that in the int.rpretation of a specific passage
"one must start with an historical and critical cxanmination of the passage. This
includes: (1) the determination of the text; (2) the literary form of the
passage; (3) the historicel situation, the Sitz im Leben; (4) the meaning which
the words had for the original author and hearcr or reader; and (5) the under-
standing of the passage in thc light of its total context and the background out
of which it emerged." (Richardson and Schweitzer, eds,, BIBLICAL AUTHORITY FOR
TODAY, pp. 241f.)

This clear statement of the necessity for gramatico-historical study of the
biblical text should effectively answer the charge that the revival of biblical
theology marks a return to a precritical position. Cuotations might be multi-
plied to show that biblical theologians are aware of the dangers in ignoring the
results of intensive critical rescarch, and to display their determination to
build only on the basis of sound historical study.

B. Biblical thoology insists that historical and critical study must advance
to an adcquately theological intcrpretation, which recognizes and sets forth the
unity of thc Bible. Building upon historical and literary analysis, the biblical
thcologian goes on to synthesize the resultent data in a unitary pattern derived
from the Scripture itself, C, H. Dodd, for example, in his Carbridge inaugural
lecture on "The Present Task of New Testament Studics® (1936) pleads for a study
of the unity of the dominant themes in the New Testament and an effort to translate
then into contemporary tems,

In their interpretation of the Bible biblical scholars are pointing out the
unity of the¢ 0ld Testament, of the Mew Testament, and of the whole Bible.

The unity of the 0ld Testamcnt is obscrved in this way. The small units of
the Old Testament acquired mcaning through their use by collators and collectors,
The 0ld Testament delineates Israel'!s covenant religion as founded by Moses. As
a religion of divine election from the beginning, it stood in contrast to natural-
ism and the demonism of h.athen cults, The Decalog was a permanent part of this
rcligion from the beginning. The prophets harked back to this cowenant center as
reformers, not as founders. They fought infidelity towzrds God who had chosen his
pcople ot Sinai in a covenant which is the dominating and binding element in all
the 01d Tostament. Those elements in Israel's religion which werc true and per-
nanent were incipient from the beginning, though they became clearer and richer
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in the course of Isrzel's history. Religious elements of older or even alien
origin which could be related to her faith and made thc vehicle of its expression
were absorbed. Other clements of her ancient inheritance, as well as other alien
elements, were eliminated or resisted beccuse they werewinconsistent with the
genius of Isracl's theology. (See W. Eichrodt, op. ¢it.; John Bright, "The
Prophcts were Protestants," Interpretation, 1:153-182, April, 1947; H. H. Rowley,
"The Unity of the 0ld Testament,' Bulletin of John Rylands Library, 29:326-358,
February, 1946; and Rowley, "Trends in Old Tcstement Study," in THE OLD TESTAMENT
AND MODERN STUDY, ed. Rowley, p. xv-xoci.)

The New Testament unity is also set forth. The New Tcstament arose from the
apostolic preaching (kerygma), at the core of which is high Christology---Jesus of
Nazarcth died and rose; he is the Lord and Christ promised in the 0ld Testament.
This proclamation is met in all levels of the New Tcstament (Hoskyns and Davey,
op.cit.; Dodd, THE APOSTOLIC PREACHING; A. M. Hunter, THE MESSAGE OF THE NEW TESTA-
MNT), This orizinal and creative apostolic preaching, witnessing to the one
Lord, is thc fundemental framework giving unity to the New Testament as a whole.
This is far different from the old liberal view of the New T.stament as a continu-~
ous growth in 2 smooth, evolutionary pattern,

The wnity of the whole Bible is found in thc continuity of the covenant reo-
lotion between God and his pecople. The 01d Testament is the charter of the Mew
Covsnant found.d by Jesus Christ, The Old Testament is to be understood es Jesus
read it——as witnessing to himself. The primitive church transmitted the 014
Testament because it felt that in the church the Old Testament promiscs of renewal
of the covenant were fulfilled. "The unity of the Old and New Testaments is not
to be found in any naturalistic development, or in any static identity, but in the
ongoing redc ptive activity of God in the history of ome people, reaching its ful-
£113nent in Christ." (Guiding Principles, I, e) The two Tcstaments belong together
bocause they are both expressions of the invasion of human life by the Kingdom of
God. They result from the act of the one God who in Gospel and in Law is bullding
up his Kingdom." (N. Vi, Porteous in THE OLD TESTAMENT AND MODERN STUDY, p. 327)
This British symposium, from which the preceding was quoted, 1is an excellent ex-
ample of the two characteristics just enumerated. Qualified scholars review the
work in archaeology, historical end literary study, toxtual criticism, Semitle
opigraphy, and Hebrew philology. The closing studies in this work move on, however,
to consider Hebrew religion, 01d Testament theology, and the relation of the 01d
Testament to the modern world., As the editor, H. H., Rowley, notes in his intro-
duction, "Though a great deal of the work ol our pericd has been the treatment of
the 01d Testament as 2 fundamentally religious book.... It has been emphesized,..
that the Old Tcstement is e book through which Divine revelation of enduring in-
portance to men is given. It not only comes down from the past and demands study
in relztion to its conterporary world, but it comes down to our generation with a
message which calls for translation into the terms of our contemporary situation,
It cennot be read as a Christian book, yet it is part of the Christian Bible, and
the Christian message is impoverished if it does not gather into itself the abiding
lessons of this part of our heritage." (p.xxx)

3. A third characteristic of biblical theology is its understanding of history
as organic, An cvent, and the meaning of that cvent, cannot be separated in an
adequate interprctation of history. The Bible is history——but of 2 peculiar Rind.
It is sacrcd history-—-not a record of human convictions and their evolution, but
an account of the mighty decds of God, These dccds are unified and cohcsive, guid-
ing a chosen people into God's supreme purpose---into Christ. Behind all the
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mighty interventions of God stands his identical purpose, revealed fully in Christ,
For Jesus himself there was a continuity botween the story of his people and his own
story, in which his own life bucame at once the climax, the meaning, and the ful=-
fillment, of all that had happened hitherto. (See H. G. Wood, CHRISTIANITY AND

THE NATURE OF HISTORY; C. R. North, THZ OLD TZSTANENT INTERPRETATION OF HISTORY;

E. C. Rust, Tii CHRISTIAN UNDE STANDING OF HISTORY; C. H, Dodd, HISTORY AND THE
GOSPEL; H. W. Robinson, INSPIRATION AND REVELATION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT)

Some biblical theologians, especially in Sweden end Britain, carry this point
further, They obscrve a certein correspondence between 0ld Testament and New
Testament events and figures, They find 0ld Testament anticipation or "types®
prefiguring New Testament persons., It is only fair to say that such typological
vicws are emphatically rejected by a substantial majority of American and British
biblical theologians., (Examplecs of this typological viewpoint; R, F. C. Hanson and
B, Harvey, THE LOOM OF GOD; A, G, Hebert, THE THRONE OF D..VID; W. J. Phythian-
Adems, THE FULNESS OF ISRAEL; Wilhelm Vischer, THE WITNESS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
TO CHRIST, v.l.)

L, Biblical theology trics to enter into the biblical viewpoint. It emphasizes
the frems of refercnce common to the biblical writers, recognizing those presup-
positions and axiomatic attitudes and convictions which make up the background of
the Bible, Modcrn biblical theologians adopt the categories of the biblical
authors, rathcr then employing a dogmatic or philosophic framework., (See P, S.
Minear, EYES OF FAaITH; A STUDY IN THE BIBLIC.L POINT OF VIEW, Phila,, Westminster,
1946, 307p.) The biblical theologian seeks to show the dominant movements of
Scripture, yct alweys within the Bible's own frame of refercnce. Questions are
allowed to renain as questions; paradoxes ars left--as the Bible often lcaves
them-~unresolved, These data from biblical thecology then become a part of the
material to be uscd by the systematic theologian. Thus the function of the bib-
lical theologien is clearly distinguished from the work of the dogmatic theologian,

5. A fifth characteristic of biblical theology in its modern development has
already been noted: It reccognizes the limitations of "objcctive™ study and the
necessity for subjJective commitment as prercquisite for understanding the Bible.
Intcrpretation of Scripture dumands that the interpreter must put himsclf at the
scrvice of its central proclamation of Jesus, the crucified and risen Christ, As
the "Guiding Principlos" (I,c¢) declare: "“The starting point of the Christian inter-
prctor lies within the redcemed community of which by faith he is a member,"
Wheeler Robinson observed: "This religion, like any other, can be understood only
from within, or through a sympathy that makes us its 'resident aliens'.," (INSPIRA-
TION AND ReVELATION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, p. 282) Norman Porteous says that
"knowladge of God...is something which is given to (the theologian) not apart
from the religious life, This religious life, moreover, is realized supremely in
commmnity.... Knowledge and obedicnce cannot be in the 1lost resort kept seperate.”
("Semantics and 01d Tustament Thcology," OUDTESTAIENTISCHE STUDIEN, 8 (1950),
12f,) He continues: "The subject, standpoint, and mcthod of Biblical Theology
are all dctcrmined by the fact that God has given Himsclf to be known by those who
live in the fellowship of faith and obecdience; for the Biblical thecologian neutral-
ity would be unscientific." (p. 14)

6, This leads to a sixth charactcristic of biblical theology. It emphasizes
that the uwltimate outcome of biblical study is personal cencounter with the living
God, whosc Viord is spoken through the human words of Scripture. The Bible is the
"covenanted means of God's self-communication with men." (Alan Richardson, PREFACE
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TO BIBLE STUDY, p. 10) Its uniqueness lies not in the excellence of its theological
or moral teaching, but in its claim to record the message of God through which he
speaks to mankind his word of judgment and forgiveness, Biblical study is there-
fore invested with a seriousness and an urgency which no merely secular study,
however fascinating, can have. As Richardson obscrves, "It is because the living
VWord of God is to be encountcred in the Bible, wrapped in the !swaddling-clothes!

of poor, inadequate and fluctuating human words, that the strictcst historical,
literary and philological scrutiny is an indispensable discipline of all biblical
theology." (A THEOLOGICAL WORD BOOK OF THE BIBLE, preface)

As a result of the Barthian influcnce, biblical theologians are emphasizing
that Scripture exposes men to the ¥ord of God for their acceptance or rejection.
Biblical theology thus is theology of the "Word, the Talking, of God." (F. N,
Davey, "Biblical Theology," THIOLOGY, 38:174, March 1939)

Between the objcctive and subjective elcments of biblical study, tension is
both inevitable and salutary, for the Bible is both a historical record end the
living Word of God at the same time., Theological exegesis presents the meaning of
a passage in the context of divine revelation, not mercly as a record of man's
ideas and acts, God is seen as the central figure of history; his will and purpose
arc dominant, Beyond linguistic, literary and historical data, full interprota-
tion must provide the wider perspective, viewing God's purpose in history with
individuals and groups. (F. V. Filson, "Thecological Excgesis,” Journal of Bible and
Religion, 16:212-215, Oct, 1948)

Edwin Lewis reflccts that since the Word of God is rcached through the words
of the Bible, the now biblical study may be critical, discriminating, and unafraid.
It yields inwardness, compulsion, certitude, "Tne Word was inseparcble from the
Spirit in the prinmal self-communication; he must continue to be inseparable from
the Word in its continuing apprehension, renewal, proclamation, and apnlication,"
Lewis concludes, (Edwin Lewls, "The Emancipation of the Word of God," Religion in
Life, 18:54,2-555, Autum Number, 1949)

Biblical theology has come to this point: The critical movement of the past
century forced a return from the scholastic emphasis on feith ebout the Bible to
the Reformers! understanding of faith produced by the Bible, Criticism will yet
be neeied to correct false conclusions reached via subjective reasoning and a
priori judgments; but beyond criticism with its neccssarily objective detachment
mist come total cormitment in a personal encounter with the living God. ("Crit-
icism, end Beyond," editorial in Interpretation, 1:219-225, April, 1947)

III, MAJOR WORKS IN BIBLICAL THEOLOGY.

A. Books. As distinctive contributions to biblical theology, five outstand-
ing bocks have been chosen for brief critical appraisal.

One of the primary influences on the developing biblical thcology has been in
process since 1933, It is THEOLOGISCHES WORTERBUCH ZUM ZEUEN TESTAMENT, ed. by
Gerhard Kittel. A brilliant team of specialists, building on earlier lexical
studies, secek to define the special mecanings which the New Tostament Grack words
came to possess when they were taken up by Christiznity and baptized into Christ.
The word meanings are unfolded not only through philology but also through theology.
Each key New Testament word is traced in Greek literary and Hellenic religious
vocabulary, in its Semitic background in the 0ld Testament and Septuagint and
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finally in its Christian usage.

Thus the sense~development of distinctive New Testament words is sought. As
a theological lexicon, this monumental work regards the New Testament as the
record of a unique self-revelation of God in Christ, a revelation foreshadowed in
the prophecies and promises of the Old Testament. English translations of seven
basic words have been published as monographs in England. Four of these were pub-
lished by Harper in 1951 under the title BIBLE KEY WORDS,

An independent English work of similar nature, on a much smaller scale and
with less profound treatment, is A THEOLOGICAL WORD BOOK OF THE BIBLE, ed, by Alan
Richardscn, which seeks to elucidate the distinctive meanings of the key words of
the Bible, Historical, geographical, archaeological, and philological details are
not elaborated except as they are necessary for theological meaning, Thirty com-
petent scholars contributed to this basic tool, using the resources of modemn
historical and literary criticism, but moving beyond this technical work to show
the real import of the biblical words,

The principle governing the choice of words to be trcated is that of theolog~
ical interest. Such words as have acquired specific biblical-theological meaning
have been included., The striking unanimity of the contributors upon essential
matters affords notable proof that the renewed emphasis upon biblical theology 1is
laying a sound foundation for Christian unity. Their comon viewpoint, while
accepting in spiri+ “he methods of scientific criticism, is that the key to the
biblical revelation is Christ, who is the proper subject both of the Old and of
the Mew Testaments. As Richardson observes in his preface, "It is because of the
continuity of the Old Israel with the New, and because of the fulfillment of the
014 Ccvenant in the New Covenant of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, thot it was
understood from the outset by those who planned this volume that it must be a word
bock ¢f ihe whole Bible, and not merely of the New Testament,...This book...owes
its conception to the conviction that the words of the Bible are not merely inter-
esting objects of academic research, but are indeed the words of eternal life.”

Iniicative of the unity found in international Bible study groups is BIELICAL
AUTHOKITY FOR TODAY: A WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES SYIZPOSIUM ON 'THE BIBLICAL AUTHOR~
ITY FOR THE CHURCHES' SOCIAL AND POLITICAL MESSAGE TODAY' (Alan Richardson and
Wolfgang Schweitzer, eds.) Seven denominational viewpoints are expressed con-
cerning the authority of the Bible, and five representative biblical scholars offer
statements on the principles of interpretation. The concluding section brings to-
gether specific applications of biblical study to ethical problems. Of particular
value to biblica theologians is Wolfgang Schweitzer's article, "Biblical Theology
and Ethics Today: A Survey of the World Position® (p. 129-154), which gives a
discerning analysis of the interpretative rules and processes of the major schools
of biblical interpretatiomn,

In an effort "to further the study of Biblical Theology within the Church,"
a series of monographs entitled STUDIES IN BIBLICAL THEOLOGY is being published
by SCM Press in London and by Henry Regnery in America, General advisory editors
are T. W. Manson, H. H., Rowley, F. V. Filson, and G. E, Vright, The series 1is
based on extensive historical and literary research, but its primary aim is a
clear presentation of the nature of the biblical faith "as a living phenomerion of
vital significance for the contemporary Christian." Ten monographs have appeared
thus far, each dealing with an important phase of biblical theology. A typical
study is THE NEW TESTAMENT AGAINST ITS ENVIRONMENT, by F. V. Filson. The common
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and vital content of the New Testament is "the gospel of Christ the Risen Lord"¥,
which appears throughout as a consistent unity although no systematic theology was
worked out, New Testament thought converges on Jesus as God's agent, the Christ

of Israecl crucified but risen., This concept is basic in New Testament worship and
doctrine. The common conviction of the New Testament is that God is the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, This theology is not the product of the environ-
ment (the 01d Testament and Judaism, although showing affinity with both), nor an
adaptation to the Hellenistic pattern (though efforts were made to win the Gen-
tiles). The resurrection faith was the impetues giving rise to the apostolic church
and its high Christology., New Testament history is selective, interprets in a given
dimension, relates groups according to assumptions, and sees God as the chief

actor. The focal point of New Testament history is Jesus Christ, the interpreting
center., Worship and life are Christ-centered, led and empowcred by the Holy Spirit.
In comparison with Judaism and Hellenism there are elements both of kinship and of
significant difference.

Oscar Cullmannt's CHRIST AND TIME; THE PRIMITIVE CHRISTIAN CONCEPTION OF TIME
AND HISTORY sets forth a Christian theology of history, which finds its midpoint
in the once-for-all, decisive "Christ-event"-~the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, Biblical history is "revelatory history" or Y“redermptive history." Revel-
ation and salvation take place along a continuous time line, All that precedes the
Christ-event leads up to it and prepares for it; all that follows this Event is
derived from it. The midpoint is the starting point of the primitive Christian
understanding of the divine plan of salvation., Thus in the biblical view time is
a series of events controlled by God, The basic presuppositions of all New Testa-
nent theology are drawn from this conception of time and history. "The entire
New Testanent presupposes a unified canception of the redemptive process.” (p. 112)

The works of many other biblical theologians deserve attention, but these
five have been selected as representative,

8, Journals,

1. Primary. The periodical generally considered preeminent in this field is
Interpretation: A Journal of Bible and Theology, published quarterly by Union
Theological Seminary in Richmond, Now in its 7th year, Interpretation has con-
sistently published major articles which both establish and reflect the trends of
current biblical theology. With few exceptions the outstanding biblical theolcgicns
of the world have appeared in this journal., Of special value are the narrative
bibliographies of biblical study, citing both books and periodical articles. For
a seminary library a complete file of Interpretation should be regarded as indis-
pensable, Regrettably the first four volumes are already out of print,

The sitory Times, published monthly in Edinburgh, publishes many studies
by British Eand some other) biblical theologzians., Frequent comprehensive but con-
densed survey articles review the literature of certain aspects of biblical study,
as, for example, "The Unity of the Bible" or "The Person of Christ" or “"The Doctrine
of Man", Consistently The Expository Times has presented analyses which are the
basic materials for biblical theology, and syntheses which may be molded into bibli~
cal theology,

A new British quarterly, THE SCOTTISH JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY, now in its 6th year,
reflects a grecat interest in biblical theology. In addition to extensive studies
of basic biblical words (such as "hope," "law," "pleroma," "charity") and lucid
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trcatments of major biblical passages, the SCOTTISH JOURNAL takes account of
trends in biblical study through survey articles. Thus biblical theology is set
forth not only as an independent discipline, but also in its wider setting as it
rclates to systematic theology and Christian thought,

Not available for appraisal is BIBLICAL THEOLOGY, published in Belfast three
times yearly. {(Subscription price: 5s postfree) Professor J. L. M. Hairo and the
Reverend A, A. Fulton edit this joumal, which began publication in 1950, The
Scottish Journal of Theology describes it as "uncommonly vigorous, lively, and
useful," and commends "this admirable production to its own readers®", (Scottish
Journal of Theology, 41336, Sept. 1951,)

2. Secondary., This category does not reflect on the quality of the journals
named, but indicates that biblical theology, while appoaring occasionally in these
periodicals, is not a primary interest of these publications.

THEOLOGY, a British monthly, has published some articles which mark significant
stages in the revival of biblical theology. In its pages have appeared such oute
standing biblical theologians as Alan Richardson, Noel Davey, and A. G. Hebert,

The articles are brief and sugrestive, and are worthy of consideration.

THEOLOGY TODAY, published quarterly by Princeton Thoological Seminary, fre-
quently has articles on biblical interpretation, The viewpoint of the systcmatic
theology, notably neo-orthodoxy, seems often to dominate this joumal,

THE JOURNAL OF BIBLE AND RELIGION, published quarterly by the NABI, has in-
cluded some constructive criticism of biblical theology. Several relovant symposia
have treated principles of biblical interpretation,

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, biblical theologians are firmly convinced that their work offers
the most hopeful approach to the achievement of genuine unity in the Christian
church, The meetings of the biblical scholars of the world are marked by striking
unanimity of opinion regarding essential matters. It may be that a common appeal
to the Scriptures, in which men of diversec theological viewpoints encounter
the living God, will be the mcans through which the ecumenical church will be
realized, (Sece editorial, "The Bible and Ecumenical Theology," Interpretation,
L:48-50, Jan. 1350)

Yet much work remains for the biblical theologian. As a case in pofnt, al-
though hundreds of articles and books have appeared on various aspects, thore is
available no full-scale biblical theology which takes into account the viewpoints
and emphases of the modern revival. With interest and with hope we await the
literature of biblical theology in the years to come,

—————
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Friday, June 12 cont,

REPORT - COMMITTEE ON MICROFILM AND MICROCARDS
by
Decherd Tummer, Jr,

The Committee on Microphotography has tried to gain unanimity on sufficient
orders to sustain the beginning of an active program of publication. So far, this
has not resulted due to the lack of a unified and vocal expression on the part of
ATLA,

Possibilities in this medium should not be linited to that material already ex~
isting in periodical format. We should seriocusly consider an active program of pub-
lication in the fields of the unpublished thesis, monograph, or collected miscellany
germane to our field. Because of limited and specialized interest, publication
through the usual channels for this type of material is frequently impossible.

The Committee suggests a program for the coming year which will explore the
following areas of interest:

1. a renewed investigation to determine willingness to participate in a
cooperative program of microphotography for certain desired periodical
titles,

2, an examination of manuscripts, theses, etc.,, which would make a
contribution to our area by being made available through the medium
of microphotography. The methodology of this undertaking might be
thus:
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ag submission of manuscript for consideration

b) examination of manuscript for its interest to our group as a
whole, and pending favorable reaction on the part of the Committee,

¢) circulation among our member libraries a statement of the manu-
script's content and purpose

d) if sufficient interest is gained, and orders assured

e) the publication on microfilm or microcard presupposing proper

arrangements have been made with author, owner, etc,

3. pursue the possibility of more active cooperation with other organiza-
tions having interests in this area with a view to instituting jJoint

microphotographic projects,
P grep proj Edward Sheppard

Decherd Turner
L. R. Elliott, Chairman,

BUSINESS SESSION APPENDIX A

EVANSTON CONFERENCE

SUMMARY OF GENERAL RUSINESS SESSION

Thursday, June 11, 11:15 A.M,
1. Report of the Treasurer, C. H. Schmitts

TREASURER!'S REPORT

June 10, 1952 to June 10, 1953

Incomes
. Balance June 9, 1952 $1,083.23
Institutional Membership Dues $ 475.00
Active Membership Dues 184.00
Associate Membership Dues 7.00
Royalty M.Th, Theses! List Sales 38,03 704.03
$1,787.26
Less: Disbursementss
Secretary!s Office, supplies, $ 38.09
clerical, newsletters, postage
Proceedings 172.73
Secretary's Honorarium 100,00
Treasurer's Office 15.00
1952 Conference Expanse : 29,05
1953 Conference Program 14,07
A.L.,A, Dues, 1951 6.70
Check Returned 2,00
Microfilm Committee 5,10 82,

Balance June 10, 1953 $ 1,404.52

e
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The following report of the Auditing Committee was accepted:

"The auditing committee has examined the accounts of the Treasurer
and found them in order,"

Elizabeth Royer
Elinor €. Johnson

Voted to accept Treasurer's report,
The following committees were appointed:

a, Nominating Committee - Mrs. Evah Kincheloe, chairman, Miss Grace
Teague, Miss Susan Schultz, Roscoe Pierson, Mr, Theodore Trost,

b, Resolutions Committee - Mr., L. Crismon, Chairman, Miss Ruth Whitford
and Mr. Frank Grisham.

c. Comnittee for enlarging the promotional work of association through
the Newsletter - Decherd Tummer, Jr., Donn Farris, Grace Teague,
Adele R, Herrick, Jannette E, Newhall, and iHenry if, Brimm,

Friday Evening, June 12
Surmary of Final Business Session

1.

Report of Proposition of Mr. Jay Kieffer by Robert Beach,

Proposition of Mr, Jay Ki

As the 1952 Louisville Conference, Mr. Jay Kieffer raised in tentative form a

proposal whereby the Association might augmenb its income by engaging in the
following arrangement:

A.

D.

Any member of ATLA (or any librarian whose school is an institutional
menber) may select up to three good religious books per year for disposi-
tion.

Such books will be mailed, pre-paid to: Mr. Jay Kieffer, P.0. Box 2311D,
Pasadena, Cal.) (Note New Address)

Mr. Kieffer would keep ceparate record of such books received, would pro~-
cess and catalog them in usual fashion, would sell them via his customary
channels, and would keep separate totals from sales. Such money would

be sent to the treasurer of ATLA at seri-annual intervals.

This service and these receipts would constitute an outright contribution
on the part of lir. Kieffer, who is an Associate member of this Assocla-
tion. There would be no profit involved.

This proposal is offered for a year's experimental peried, upon the
assumption that there shall be no obligation on either side to continue
beyond the year of trial,

To Executive Committee with power to act.......ss

Voted to act upon this for one year and the Executive Comrdttee to make further
stioulations,.
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2. Report of the Committee appointed by President Morris to investigate
possibilities, ways, and methods of answering the increasing demand for
earlier issues of the Proceedings of ATLA.

"The Co mittee recommends that the total approach to the publication of
the Proccedings of ATLA take advantage of the medium of microphotography,
This does not suggest that the present method of stencil reproduction
would be abandoned. Rather this recommendation is to suggest that the
earlier Proceedings, now exhausted in their original form, be made avail-
able to answer the incrcasing request from institutions who were not mem-
bers or awure of ATLA in its beginning years. Reproduction by stencil

is out of the question. Therefore, this Corriittee recommends that the
Cormittee on Microphotography give consideration to irmediate reproduction
of the first four years of the Proceedings of ATLA, and remain cognizant
of the possibility of microphotographic publication for later years."

Esther George

Evah Kincheloe

Robert Beach

Decherd Turner, Chairman.

Voted - that comittce on microphotography take over the duplicating of
Proceedings and to adopt the recormendatiorns,

3. Report of committee to consider a proposed news-letter makes the following
recormendationss

a, That Mr, Donn Michael Farris be appointed to serve as editor for
one year;

b. That an advisory cormittee be appointed by the Executive Committee
at the 1954 annual meeting;

¢. That a news-letter be published three times per year, in Nov.,
Feb., and liay; mimeogrpahed, and containing 4-6 pages as necessary
and desirable;

d, That the cost be paid from the ATLA treasury, the editor being
authorized to expend up to 375 per year;

e, That the news-letter be distributed without cost to all individual
members of ATLA, and to those institutional memberships where no
individual member resides;

f. That the general features of the news-letter include:

1, Matters of personal interest, such as changes of persone
nel,

2, Matters of general interest, such as scholarships and
exchange plans.

3. News of meetings of theological librarians of certain
areas or denominations.
» Limited inclusion of bibliographical material.

g. That publication begin in Nov,, 1953; and that each ATLA member

ussume personal responsibility to share with the editor any news
of interest.

Respectfully submitted,
Adele R, Herrick
Donn Michael Farris
1 Grace Teague
Decherd Turner
Jannette E. Newhall
* Henry !, Brimm
( Voted to accept the recommendations and to accept Mr. Donn Michael Farris as editor

for one year,

e s
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L. Periodical Exchange Committee to be revived with Roscoe Plerson as
chairman, MHe is to choose his committee members.,

5., Calvin Schmitt presented the following budget for year 1953-54 which
was approveds

A.T,L,A, Proposed Budget 1993~
Approved at Evanston, June 12, 1953,

President's Office $ 50,00
Vice~president's Office 50,00
Secretary's Office (Other than 35.00
Proceedings)
Secretary's Honorarium 100,00
Treasurer's Expense 25.00
Committees:
Building $ 10,00
Microfilm 10,00
Personnel 10.00
Cataloguing and 10,00
Clagsification
Periodical Exchange 10,00 50.00
Publication of Periodical Index 1,200,00
Newsletter 75.00
AJL.A,. Dues 15,00
Proceedings 125,00
$ 1,725.00

6. The report of the Nominating Committee was accepted, with the incoming
officers voted as listed below:

President - Mr. Henry M. Brimn, Union Theological Seminary,
Richmond, Virginia
Vice-President - Mr. Robert Beach, Union Theological Seminary,
New York 27, New York
Secretary - Esther D. George, Bonebrake Theological Seminary
Dayton 6, Ohio
Treasurer - Mr. Calvin Schmitt, McCormick Theological

Seminary, Chicago, Illinois

Members at-large of Executive Committee: - Donn Michael Farris, and
Elinor Johnson

Respectfully submitted,

Chairman - Evah Kincheloe
Grace Teague
Susan Schultsz
Theodore Trost
Roscoe Pisrson
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The following report of the Resolutions Committzc was accepteds

1. Resolved: That the American Theological Library Association express
its appreciation to the Administration and Staffs of the following
institutions: to Garrett Biblical Institute which provided a
meeting place and dormitory accomodations for the men; to Secabury-
Western Theological Seminary which provided dormitory accomodations
for the women; and to Northwestern University for the use of their
d 1ning hall,

2, Resolved: That the Association express its thanks to Mr, Swann and the
Library Staff of Garrett Biblical Institute for their able planning
of the local arrangements for cur Seventh Annual Conference: es-
pecially do we appreciate the added feature of the tour to Swift and
Company; and the wives of Garrett Faculty Library Cormittee are
dus our sincere thanks for the social hour provided Thursday evening.

3. Resolved: That appreciation be expressed to Mr. Henry M. Brimm and
Mr, Swann on arranging the tour of the Mid-llest Inter-Library Center
and that the secretary be requested to express in writing to Mr,
Ralph Esterquest, Director of the Center, our thanks for this
courteasy,

L. Resolved: That the Association express it s appreciation to the sev-
eral comeittees for the work which they have done this yeqr, to chose
who read papers and led discussions and to all whose efforts have
made this meeting successful,

5. Resolvedy That the Association expresses its thanks to the officers of
the past year for their skillful guidance of our affairs,

Ruth Whitford
Frank P. Grisham
Lso T, Crismen, Chairman

Respectfully eubwitted,

Miss Esther D. George, Secretary

(Meeting and Conference AdJjourned)
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