SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

SECOND ANNUAL CONFERENCE

'AMERICAN THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
(Bonebrake Theological Seminary)
DAYTON, OHIO

Juns 14-15) 1948

Additional copies of these Proceedings may be
secured upon request to Robert F. Beach, Secretary,
e/o Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, Illinois.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

MOND. X, JUNE 14
10: 00 A.M. Page
Summary and Preview, L. R. Elliott l
Report of the Committee on Personnel. K. S. Gapp 3

Report of the Committee on Religious Periodical Indexing.
Jannette E. Newhall 7 -
Publications and Out-of-Print Religious Book Survey.

R. F. Beach 13
2:30 P M.
Cataloging and blagsification., Lucy W. Markley 18

Report of the Committee on Periodi¢a1 Exchange. Evah Ostrander 21
A Survey of Theological Libraried of America: A Proposal.
A. F. Kuhlman 25

7:00 P.M,

A Master List of Reseerch Studies in Religidﬁ. N. H. Sonne 30
Extension Loan Service and Theological Educatidn., H. M. Brimm 38
Procurement of Foreign Materials, Arnold D. EHlert 43

TUESDAY, JUNE 15

9:00 A .M.

Library Buildings and Equipment. H. H. Schmidt 52
Circulation and Reference Problems. Elizabeth Royer 59

2:00 P.M,
Discussion of Morning Reports 63
APPENDICES:

Appendix A - Summary of Business Sesslons

Appendix B - Registration Roll (Conference Attendees)

Appendix C - Seminary Libraries and Theological Education; A
Paper Read Before the American Association of
Theological Schools...June 15, 1948. L. R.
Elliott \



1,
MONDAY, JUNE 14, 10:00 A.M, (Presiding: President L. R, Elliott, Librarian,
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary)
REMARKS OF WELCOME
Walter N, Roberts, President
Bonebrake Theological Seminary

DEVOTIONAL PERIOD

Charles L, Pyatt, Dean
College of the Bible

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW

by L. R. Elliott

The American Theologicel Library Association is the result of antecedent
forces, It is an organized body of trained, purposeful men and women, In the
first year of its existence it alrcady has some achievements to its oredit, It
has a challenging future full of significant possibilities,

I, The Antecedents. For some years past librarians of theologicel schools
heve held informal, regional conferences, In cities like New York and Chicago
where theologieel schools are concentrated such conferences were natural cccurs
rences, They helped create a desire for a permanent organization., In the fall
of 1945 a dean and a librarian discussed the need for better librarianship and
what stepe might be taken to meet the need. From this private discussion come
a resolution which was offered to and adopted by the American Association of
Theological Schools at Chicego in June 1946, In the late fall of that yeer the
seminery librarians of the Chicago area discovered a common desire for a pro-
fesslonal meeting and held such a meeting December 28, under the chairmanship
of Robert F, Beach, On December 13, mecting in New York, the Executive Committee
of AATS, acting under the authorization contained in the Chicago resolution,
formally issued a oall for a meeting of the librarians of the one hundred ten
member institutions, and eppointed a committee to prepare a program and convene
the conference,

II, The Organization et Louigville, In response to the committee's call 51
librarians met at Louisville, Kentucky June 23, 24, 1947, It was the first
meeting on a national scale of the librerians of American Protestant theological
schools, It was the expression of a widespreed end fervent desire for profes-
sional contact, The progfam of six sessions was scholarly and purposeful, It
explored problems end initiated plamned efforts to find solutions of these prob-
lens.

An organization was formed, a constitution and basis of membership adopted,
officers elected and special project committees appointed, Between sessions
personal contacts were made, friendships formed, and by the cnd of the conference
a comredeship existed which added much to the pleasure and value of the meeting,
Throughout the conference the purpcse to raise standards and improve service was
felt and voiced,
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ITI, The Achievenents--The First Yeer. The five projects set up at Louis-
ville were the beginning of efforts to find sclutions of some of our problens,
It was not expected that they would all reach their goals the first year, Howw
ever some roal gains have becn made as today's reports will show,

The Executive Cormittee held its first meeting in Chicego, January 13, 1948,
in connection with ALA mid-winter meeting. Eight of the ten members attended,
The presence of President Walter N, Roberts, member of the Committee for AATS,
added particularly to discussion of program for the Dayton Conference, The work
of the Association was reviewed and the Dayton program outlined., The details of
errangenent were left to the secretary and the president, the former cerrying much
of the responsibility with ability and devotion, This first Executive Committee
meeting was a test of strength, It went beyond expectations, It set a pattern
and inspired encouragement for the future,

The chairmen and members of the Prcject Cormittees with Vice president Morris,
Secretary Beach and Treasurer White have worked with skill and zeal., They have
responded to every call for service, They deserve grateful recognition from ATLA,

IV, Dayton and the Future, The future of this Associstion will be determined
largely by what we do here,

Three things are inmportant--the program, plens for the future, the spirit
of the conference,

Program: The progrem will reveal group eability to do creative work, We
will essess the value of activities reported, strengthening some, reorganizing
others, adding new projects where needed, Some improvement of the organization
may be desirable, This will call for attention to the report on the constitution,

Problens: There will be problems, They make life tingle, We will face
then objectively and critically, discuss them dispassionately and fully, and,
finally, resolve to give the decisions our best support. Some important questions
are-~How often shall we meet? and where? What shall be our relation to other
bodies, such as ALA?

Two matters of special importance ere (1) the AATS library study for 194850
end (2) the ettitude we take on the place of the library in theological education,
The former is an opportuns effort to which we will surely pledge our full sup-
port, The latter is a functionsl prineciple concerning which this Association
should meke & well-considered statement, to be followed by sustained efforts to
meke this principle a growing reality in all our schools,

Spirits The cordiality of the fellowship here will edd much to the success
of our efforts, The warmbh of the tropics supports more vegetation than the cold
of the arctic, New members are here who were not at Louisville, They will be
welcomed as new recruits, By them the life and work of ATLA will be enriched
and strengthened, Personal friendships, esprit de corps, group accomplishments
are sequential elements in a success equation,
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This Association belongs to the entire membership--not to the officers,
Each member shares the responsibility for preserving the democratic process.
Frec discussion from the floor on ell matters will keep the progrem alive
Intelligent discussion will make it constructive, :

Loyelty to ATLA and sustained enthusiasm for its progrem will spring from a
conviction (1) that the Christian ministry is vital to men's highest welfare;
(2) that theological education is an important process in preparing candidates
for the ministry; and, (3) that scholarly library service is an indispensable part
of theological education,

Sustained by this creed we stand committed to the highest professional stan~
dards, and to contimuous improvement of both service activities and technical
operations, In so doing we shall be like the worthy scribe "trained for the
Kingdom of heaven . . s Who brings out of his treasure what is new and whet is
old,* (Matt. 13152, RSV)

Presented by Kenneth S, Gapp, Librarian
Princeton Theologicael Seminary

Renewed attention to the problems of training personnel would be of groat
value to the libraries of theologicsl seminaries, A4 forwerd looking policy of
personnel administration, if adopted by each seminary, would enable the libre
rians to work at the highest level of efficiency and would result in the strength-
ening of the services which the library cen offer to the seminary, Only a few
of the aspects of these problems will be discussed by the Cormittee on Personncl
in its first report, The object of the present report is to lay the groundwork
for the activity of such committces as mey be appointed in the future, and to
direct asttention to acceptable procedures that are most suitable for developing
competent librarisns from new recruits. The cormittee has no intention of ox-
cluding other procedurgs that may be beneficial in special circumstances,

I, Librarians have usually realized that specialized subject knowledge is
an important qualification for employment in certain types of libraries., This is
particularly true of libraries which are devoted to speciel subject matters, as
are most theological seminary libraries, Sominery libraries specifically aim to
train personnel that will possess both a general competence in technical library
procedures and a knowledge of the content of religion and theology., Verlous ways
have been used to achieve this end,

(1) The oldest procedure is to appoint to an administretive position a
person with recognized ability in religious scholarship with the expectation
that he either will acquire an adequate knowledge of library methodology or will
rely largely on technically trained essistants to give direction in the technical
aspects of the litrary work of the seminary, This procedure has at times been
successful when the theologicel knowledge of the individuel so chosen is accurate
and extensive, when he, released from all other responsibilities, is able to
apply himself closely to library problems, when he maintains constant contacts
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with technically trained librarians, and when his associates are unusually able,
It would be less satisfactory when the administretor possesses no special knowledge -
of the fields of theology, or when competency in technical procedures is not
naintained by other members of the library staff, The acceptance of this methed
of obtaining librarians was inesegpable during the last century, However, since
the rapid development of libraries in recent years, this method survives today
as an emergency procedure that is acceptable only when no other course of action
seems possible,

(2) Another procedure, accepted somewhat more frequently in recent years,
has been to require graduation both from library school and from a theological
seninary for appointment to administrative positions in seminary libraries,

This procedure has some support both from library schools and from theological
faculties, for it is the only method that attempts by formal schooling to give
the librarien e knowledge of both theology and library procedures, DeSplte

the fact that schooling does not alweys give guarantos of success, this is prob-
ably the best procedure for individuals to follow who have alrcady graduated from
a theological seminary, and who lack the technical library training to meet the
roequiremcnts for administrative positions. 4n cqually velid method of education
and training for theological librarianship would be for the individual who has
had his theological orjentation in an accredited seminary to begin working under
supervision in a seminary library and then to simultaneously take training in a
library school, if one is located in the comrmnity, or to devote summer quarters
to attending a library school,

It is obvious that librarians who arc competent both in library procedure -
and in religious knowledge are in a unique position to meke a positive contribu-
tion to theclogical education and to the fermation of useful theological collece-
tions, There is some indication todey that gradustion from both library scheol
and theological seminary is an actual requirement for the head librarianship of
large libraries, although long service in a well orgasnized theological library
might well serve as a worthy substitute for the completion of formal courses of
study.

Tho supervision of a smaller seminery library dces not demand such special-
ized knowledge as does that of the larger libraries, and in many cases the
ideal recquirements regarding formal training mey be reduced, Whenever possible,
however, general competence in library procedure, guaranteed either by formal
library teaining or by adequate experiemce, would appear to be necessary, In
such smaller libraries, the relative lack of specialized subject knowledge may
be compensated for in part by strictly adhering to standardized library methods
and by nmaintaeining close contact with the faculty,

With regard to positions other than that of the head librarian, it is evi-
dent that the completion of a formel course of theological study cannot be made
a requirement for employment, and cannot be regarded as in itself desirable,
The knowledge of religion necessary for the satisfactory performence of most
tasks in seminery libraries rmst be acquired by other means,

(3) A third procedure, ‘widely accepted at the present time for many
library positions, is that of requiring for initiel appointment competence in
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library matters, acquired either through graduation from library school or through
training, and of later encouraging the acquisition of a specialized knowledge

of theology by verious means while in employment, Such means include the intelli-
gent performance of one's daily work, the careful study of classification and
subject headings of theology, the continual reliance upon dictionaries, encycle-
pedias, text books, and other reference books in one's work, the attendance upon
selected seminary courses during the year and at summer schools, the reading of
theological literature, and the meintaining of frequent contacts with the faculty
at every opportunity,

This point cf view is now influential for the majority of positions in
librarics, and, with greater opportunities for gaining practicel experience in
seminary libraries, may eventually beccme acceptable for superior administrators
also, It places emphasis upon the careful selection of recruits, who, in eddi-
tion to possessing a Christian character, a good cultural backeround, intellcc-
tual ability, and a stable personality, should have a sincere interest in the work
of seminary libraries and a willingness to acquire a specialized knowledge of the’
content of religion and theology, The implication that most theologicsl librae
rians are expected to acquire some knowledge of religious scholarship places, of
course, an intolerable burden upon employees, unless the personnel policies of
the seminaries directly encourage the acquisition of this knowledge by providing
good oppertunity for obtaining it, and by adequately rewardihg employees with
setisfactory salaries, provision for lengthened vacations and lsaves of abscnce,
professional status, and social prestige, If the importance of this approach
to personnel problems should continue to grow in future years, it might be well
for the American Theological Library Association to plan g program that would
indicate in broad outlines what the personnel policies of the libraries should be
with a view to encouraging the highest ideals of theological librarienship, Such
a progren should, of course, be preceded by & comprehensive survey of seminary
libraries, and should preferably formylate its conclusipns in categories that are
graduated by the sizes of the libraries, so that the responsibility of each
institution is proportionate to the size of its library and the extent of its
resourcssy.

(4) A fourth procedure has not been attempted in the past, but may become
possible in the future, Practically all of the best library schools have been
in recent years, or are at present, redefining their goals and modifying their
methods and the content of their curriculum, Thus far there is no general sgroe-
ment upon the basic principles that should be followed in the education and
training of the special librarian, Necvertheless, the committec feels that fur~
ther clarification of desirable, pre-professional background courses and essential
theological courses and library school courses and experience would help to fur-
ther the interests of theological libraricnship, Possibly a combination of theo-
logical education and technicel librrry education in which one is treated as &
major and the other a&s a minor would be an exeellent compromise by which a
college graduate could in two years get the essentiel preparation for entering
upon theological library work,
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II, In order to secure the adequate performence of specific tasks within
the library organization, most libraries will find it necessory to employ some
persons with neither library nor theologicel training, Employees of this kind
place upon the seminory a responsibility both of giving adequate training for
the assigned tasks and of providing opportunity to meet the requirements for
acceptable service, There the position is of a purely clerical nature, mininum
requirenents may be comparable to those required for clerical positions in other
divisions of the seminary, When the tasks of such ermployees approach the teche
nical aspects of library work or require some knowledge of religion, the require-
ments for employment and the responsibility of the seminary for adequate traine
ing are naturally increased, In general, such persone may perform well the ser-
vice for which they have been trained by the institution, but they presumably
will find difficulty in seeking advancement or in transferring to positions in
other institutions, unless they possess high personal qualities and have been
given a broader training than the performance of their spccific tasks requires,
Obviously, such employees will find their chances of edvancement greatly in-
creased by the satisfactory completion cf a partial course of formal study, Yet,
in view of the difficulty most libraries seem to have in preserving inititative
end in developing administrative ability even in highly trained personnel, a
career im theologicel librarienship would not as a rule seem to promise much
without the completion of one year of litrary school, BExceptionel individuels
nay break this rule successfully, but administrators will run the risk of misrep-
resenting the prospects for future employment if other attitudes are made the
basis of institutional policy. When such employees have an edequate educational
background, the employment of untrained help should be releted to the program
for recruiting libtrariens, if they are expected to go forward into professional
librery service,

IIT. The duties of the theological librarian and the importance of the
proper accomplishment of his tasks require in general that the head librarien de-
vote full time to library work, The librerian, whether man or woman, should
possess an ability in librarianship comparable to the abilities of the faculty
at corresponding levels of responsibility, and the opportunity to achieve this
level of accomplishment in library work is usually denied by the acceptance of
heavy responsibility for other forms of educetionel and religious service,

While the librarian should possess much of the knowledge and many of the
personal attributes prerequisite to ministerial or professorial service, and
while he should devote his knowledge and ability to the identical aim which his
colleagues of the faculty strive to further, his special task requires that his
efforts should issue primerily in a form of service clearly distinct from that of
professcrs or of ministers, This form of service, which is distinctly that of
the librarian, and which is now being rendered by no other person in the seminary
community, is so to direct and ccntrol the litrary that the library directly
ministers to the educational and religious aims of the seminary, to give assise
tance to faculty and students in the use of its resources, and to maeke some cone
tribution to the development of theological librarianship, When these special
tasks of the librarian are not performed in a full time capacity, the whole
seminary, under normel circumstances, will suffer, and the adverse effect will
fall most noticeably upkn the educational work of the professors,
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IV, The Committee on Personnel suggests that the American Theological
Library Association give specific directions for the work, during 1948-1949,
of the incoming committee on personnel, ’

Respectfully submitted,

A. F, Kuhlman

0. Gerald Lawson

Kenneth S, Gapp, Chairman
Committee on Persomnnel”

cDiscussion following the above report focused on the possible desirability of
arranging for a "major-minor® academic set-up in which a balanced program of study
embracing both librery methods end selected areas of religion and theology might
be mede available to the student, Graduate school of the University of Chicago
was named as a desirable institution for such a program, but there would probably
be a need for at least three other similar programs, perhaps at New York, Nashe
ville, and San Francisco,~-Editor.

REPORT OF THE COMWMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS PERIODICAL INDEXING

Presented bty Jonnette E. Newhall, Librarian,
Andover-Harvard Theolorical Seminary

The need for indexing more religious periodicals has long been felt by
librarians, both in the semineries and universities and also in the public
libraries, A brief history of attempts to obtein such indexing wes piven by
Miss Nofecier in her report to the Association last year (see Proceedings, 1947,
Pe 28). It is umnecessary to repcat her summary of ten years of work,

During the past year a Committee of the Religious Books Round Teble of the
Anmerican Library Association has been studying the problem from the public
library point of view and the ATLA Committee has attempted to work in collabora-
tion with it,

The purpose of the ATLA Committee has been three-folds

I, To discover vhether seminary librarians want and will support a separate
religious periodical index, or whether they prefer to urge upon publishers the
inclusion of more religious periodicals in existing indoxes,

II, To learn what type of indexing is noeded,

ITI. To study practical problems of launching and finencing en index,

To obtain information on the first two items end in the hope of getting some
suggestions on the third, questionnaires were sent to 127 seminery and other

religious libraries, Eighty-one were returned and 75 were scored, the others
being too incomplete to record, The Committee struggled to make the questions
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simple and to avoid the necessity of time-consuning answers, Perhaps they were
too simple for they did nct elicit as many additions and suggestions as were doe
sired, But the cooperation and promptness of the librarians were appreciated,

I, The response to our first probtlem indicated very emphatically that
seminary librarians need better indexing of religious periodicals, but there was
considerable difference of opinion about the best way to achieve this, They
voted 2 to 1 in favor of a separate index, (45 for secparate index, 21 for ex~
pansion of present indexes--chiefly International, and 9 miscellaneous), Prac-
tical considerations led many to qualify their epproval of a separate index, A
quotation from one letter brings out the problem clearlys "My general feeling
is that wo in specialized libraries would be better served by heming the better
religious journals iniexed in a separate index, However, the users of public
libraries would perhaps be better served by having such titles retained in the
general, existing indexes," Larger libraries in general voted for expansion of
present indexes, They were doubtless influenced by the fact that, if a separate
index were published on a service basis, the cost to them would be large since
they would subscribe to most of the journals indexed, Smaller librarics, on the
other hand, would profit by the indexing of many journals to which they did not
subscribe as well as the ones on their subscripticn lists. The index would be a
spur to intelligent inter+liltrary borrowing,

Those who favored expension of one of the present indexes made numerous
helpful comments, Many felt thet they nust continue to subscribe to present
indexes beecause of their coverage of secular magazines, It would be to their
advantage to have more periodicals included in Internationsl or in Essay and
General Literature rather then to add another index subseription.

The problems of public libraries also influenced the voting, One librarian
pointed out a dual difficulty with the publicetion of & separate index: if
entries were rermoved to it, the public libraries would be cdeprived of indexing
of importent religious periodicels or would have tc subscribe to the new index,
If, on the other hand, the entries were duplicated, they would not subscribe to
the new index and their financial support of the project would be lost, 4ddition
of moro titles to Internastional, in contrest, would spread the expense more widely,

Similar argu:ments bear on the relations which would exist with Catholic and
Jewish libraries, Both would have an interest in some of the periodicals indexed,
yet only the larger libraries weculd subseribe to a "Protedtant!" index, Only three
of our seminaries reported subscriptions to the Cotholic Periodical Index, ale
though a few others had access to it in their University library, The same ratio
would doubtless hold for Catholic and Jowish libraries,

A significant reamson for maintaining at least the present list of religious
periodicals in general indexes is that the public shall be kopt aware of the
place and contributions of religion to society. It would be unfortunate if the
creation of a separate religious index were to increase the religious illiteracy
of the layman who must depend chiefly on the public library,
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II, The second purpose of the Committee was to obtain information on the
type of materials which the seminaries wished to have indexed and how they
wished it treated, To secure this informetion two lists were prepared; The
first list, drawn largely from titles sugrested to Miss Nofcior last year, ine-
cluded periodicals not now indexed, It aimed to give examples of frequontly mens
tioned titles in a variety of fields: missions, church work, religious .education
end homiletics as well as Bible and theology, Semple foreign periodieals were
also included to discover how wide an interest there was in them, Str;ctly
denominational journals and seminery publications were omitted, with the excep-
tion of one or two which were high on the list of votes last year, An opportunity
to add titles was given, and good suggestions were received, The present lists
should be treated only as an indication of type of interest, not as a definitive
choice of titles,

It may be of interest to librarians to study the following lists which are
arranged according to the number of libraries subseribing to each items (Lists
appear at the end of this report,)

Very fow reporters took seriously the question raised in the instrustions
on List I as to whether the particular periodical really needed to be indexed,
Most replies vated "yes" on every item to which they subscribed, whether they
wished a separate index or inclusion in a present index. More consideration of
this question is needed, One reporter who considers this point carefully sayss
"The 'not' replies on I indicate that, wrong though I may be, I really doubt the
value of indexing these titles gnywhere, - especially since cost will be on that
basis." He questions Bible Society Record, Expositor, Prophotic Rebigioh; ctos
The expense of indexing a large number of short erticles is high and probably not
Justified by the need,

The scoring of List II (Periodicals Now Indexed) was interesting, Votes
for individual items may be summarized as followss

Duplicate entry Transfer No change

International 55 134 56
Education 13 22 12
Readers Guide 16 10 9

The voting on items in the Catholic Periodical Index showed a lack of imagination
both in the questionnaire and in the voters, The column on transfer of entry
should have been eliminated here and voting should have been for the other two
possibilities, for we do not want to urge Protestant interests at the expense of
legitimate Catholic onesy

The whole problem of handling pericdicals now indexed needs careful study
before a fair recommendation can be made, Theo same principle which applies to
Cetholic periodicals would also apply to the attempt to transfer philosophical or
Jewish items from International Index, They serve a wider group than the semina-
ries and should be left in the more general index,
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In answer to the second General Question, seminary librarians expressed
twice as mueh need for indexing research materials as for any other types. Church
work techniques, current events, and book reviews were practicelly tied for
second place and foreign periodical articles were twenty points lower in rank,
This means that, for the seminaries, scholarly articles in English are most in
demand, University libraries showed practically the same interests as the
seminaries, except that they had more interest in foreign periodicals, FPublic
libraries showed more intercst in church work and in current events,

Opinion was pretty evenly divided on whether to index only periodical
articles or to include books, reviews, and society publications, The latter is
cheraoteristic of the Magazine Subject Index end of the excellent bibliographies
in some French and German periodicals,

Only ten seminary libraries are now indexing some periodicels for themw
selves, The consensus of opinion on undertaking a cooperative project among the
seninaries was that it would be e fine thing to do but the libraries are already
understaffed and overworked, Several expressed willingness to attempt some ine
dexing and a few indicated specific journels which they would be glad to index,

111, The financial problems of launching a separaté index are serious, Iwo
pogsibilities have been comsidered by the committees a Wilson Index end a Faxon
Index,

A Wileon type Index, sold on a service basis, would be an expensive under-
teking, The experience of the Catholic Periodicel Index indicates that such an
index cannot be published economically until the subscription list reaches 500.
It seems improbable that we are in a position to guerantee 500 subscribers and
our asscclation is too young to assume heavy financial responsibilities. Fur-
thermore, Mr, Wilson is skeptical ebout underteking any new venture until the
international situation is stable and until printing costs are at least pre-
dictable,

A Faxon type Index, similar to the Magazine Subject Index, is a real possi-
bility, Mr, Davis of the Faxon Company is interested in our project, though not
ready to commit himself definitely. He believes that an annual volume indexing
some 50 periodicals, and in an edition of 500 copies (which might be sold in a
ten ycar period) might be put out at a flat raete of $10 per volume, Fexon in-
dexos are edited at headquarters from data sent in by cooperating libraries,
each library being given responsibility for preparing ent®ies for two or three
periodicals, If twenty~five libraries could be found that could contribute the
necdssary work annually--with reliability and promptness~-such an index might
be most practical, It is worth further investigation,

CONCLUSIONS

1., The Faxon and Wilson Indexes should be studied further,
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2, If & separate index is to be initiated, a committee should study the
1list of titles to be included, Popular vote is instructive but would not give
a balanced list,

3, Substitutes that may be urged if a separate index is delayeds

as Urge incorporation of more titles in International and in Essay and
@enerzl Literature Indexes,

be Urge religious periodicals to provide their own indexes and, if
possible, cumulative indexes, _

c. Mcke the fullest possible use of bibliographics and indexes in
existing periodicels, e,g. Revue d'Histoire Ecclesiastique and Biblieca,

d, Encourage the preperation by subject specialists of subject biblioe
graphies like the Chicago New Testament series,

s Study cooperative indexing possibilities.

SOME HELPFUL BIBLIOGRAPHICAL AIDS IN IHE FIELD OF PERIODICAL INDEXING
Biblica. Rome, Pontificio Instituto Biblico, 1920- .,

(Contains excollent bibliographies of pericdicel articles in many langueges
on the Bible,)

Haskell, Daniel G, comp., 4 Check List of Cumulative Indexes to Individual
Periodicals in the New York gubli Library, New York, The Library, 1942,

(This volume is a preat time-saver since one can discover which journals
have published cummulative indexes and in which issues they appear,)

Revue d'histoire éeclesimstigue, Louvain, Universite Catholique, 1900~

(Each numbor contains a very extensive classified bibliography in nany
langueges, including English, It indexes a number of American religious
periodicals. The chief limitetion is that it is not curulative,)

Die theologische Literatur des Jahres (1922- ), Bibliographisches Beiblatt
der Theologischen Literaturzeitung, Leipzig, J, C. Hinrichs, 1922~

(This was published at least through 1942 and it is to be hoped that it will
contimie, It is a classified index of bocks an! periodical articles in
many lenguasges--German predominating, Arerican and British periocdicals and
books)are listed, It is the most valuable single socurce for such informe=
tion,
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JOURNALS ARRANGED IN ORDIR OF

NUMBER OF SUBSCRIBERS CHECKING

(75 reporting)

LIST I

(Periodicals not now indexed in
mafor indexes)

Religion in Life

Theology Today

Biblical Archeaeologist

Church Managenent

Federal Council Bulletin

Christianity and Crisis

Journal of Bible end Religion

Anerican Schools of Orientel Re=
search '

Interpretation

Expositcery Tines

Anglican Theological Review

Pulpit

Bible Society Record

Journal of Religious Thought

Journal of Theological Studies

International Student

Crozer Quarterly

Current Religious Thought

Expositor & Homiletic Review

Social Action

Jewish Quarterly Review

Theologische Zeitschrift

Lutheran Church Quarterly

Missionary Herald

Protestant

Congregational Quarterly

Revue Biblique

Missions

Modern Churchman

Prophetic Religion

Vigiliae Christianae

Revue de Theologie et de
Philosophie

Internationale kirchliche
Zeitschrift

Revue des Sciences Phil, et Theol,

Revue des Sciences Religiecuses

Zeitschrift f. Theologie und
Kirche

Recherches de Theologie Ancienne..

LISt 11

(Periodicals now indexed in pajor

3
68

67
65
58
58
57
57
57
55
51
48
40
39
36
32
31
30
29
27
27
25
24

indexes)

Christian Century
International Review of Missions
Journal of Religion
Christendom

Church History ,
International Journal of Rel; Ede
Hibbert Journal -

Journal of Biblical Literature
Religious Educatioh

Harvard Theological Review
Journal of Near Eastern Studies
Review of Religion

Muslin World

Bibliotheca Sacra

Christian Education

Journal of Philosophy

Ethics

Personalist

Philosophical Review

Church Quarterly Review
Theological Studies -
Catholic Bibliecal Querterly
Commonweal

London Quarterly & Holborn Review
Commentary

Catholic World

Liturgical Arts

Catholic Historical Review

Mind

Thonist

Ecclesiastical Review

Ménorah Journal

Franciscan Studies

Dublin Review

New Scholasticism

Catholic Action

Yodern Schoolman

Catholic Education Review
Eastern Churches Quarterly
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Svensk teologisk Kvartalskrift
Norsk Teologisk Tidsgkrift
Recherches de Science Religieuse
Nouvelle Revue Theologique

Downside Review

Schweizerische theclogische Umschau

DWW O

Respectfully submitted,

Charles E, Batten

Lena B, Nofcier

Jannette E. Newhall
Chairman

Cormittee on Religious

Periodical Indexing

PUBLICATIONS AND OUT-OF-PRINT RELIGIOUS BOOK SURVEY

Presented by Robert F. Beach, Librarian
Garrett Biblical Institute

A variety of activities has fallen into the lap of the Publications and-
Outecf-Print Committee since the Louisville Conference, I will group my comm
ments under two heads: I » the matter of publieations, including the publiciz-
ing of the purposes and work of ATLA; and II = the execution of the specific
outeofeprint religious book survey, in which so many of you helpfully cooperated,

I - PUBLICATIONS, Doubtless it was in the minds of some of us at Louisvilie,
a year ago, that a newly-formed organization could be strengthened by the publi~-
cation of a regular organ of communication, however informal it might have to
be in view of owr infant state, While a full-grown ®journal of fheological .
librarianship" has not thus' far eventuated, a few comments may here be in order
on the humble beginnings elong this road, namely the Proceedings and the Mid-
winter News Bulletin,

Following the Louisville Conference, detailed Progeedings (76 pages) were
prepared in mimeograph form, Two hundred copies were distributed:s to attendees
of the Conference, to libraries of member institutions of AATS, to library
schools, to the Library of Congress, to church historicel societies, to execu-
tives of AATS, to professional journals, and to individuals requesting copiess
Surprisingly enough, 200 ccpies failed to meet the demand, and it has been
necessary to set up an informal system of loan copies to mecet recent requests,
The Proceedings have served as a general publicity aid for the Association,
Rumerous letters of appreciation have come from persons who could not attend the
Louisville Conference, The litrary journals have commented favorably upon the
purposes and program of the Association as revealed in this first Wpublic" view
of its program and aspirations,



b VAN
MONDAY, JUNE 14, 10 A, M, {cont,)

On February 25, 1948, soon after the meeting of the Executive Committee in
Chicago, a Mid-winter News Bullctin (4 pages, plus supplement) was issued, Suim
merizing the work of the Association to that date, particularly with regard to
the six special projects set up at Louisville, This Bulletin, too, has served,
as a flexible means of "education" in contacts with individuals inquiring about
the work of ATLA, Hore again, professional journals have given space to our work,
as drawn from the pages of the Bulletin,

In sending copies of the Proceedings and the Mid-winter News Bulletin to the
editors of the professional journsls, an invitation was extended to call upon
the Association for the preparation of articles along the lines of our special
concentration and eompetency, Specifically, in this conneetion, editors were in-
vited to consider the publication of several of the individuel papers from the
Louisville Conference, in order thus to give them a wider audience, Although
this much good fortune was not ours, it may be recorded that thc following jcur-
nals have given space to the work of the Association during the past year, some
of them repeatedly: American Librsry Association-Bulletin, Library Journal,

Publishers Weekly, Wilson Bulletin, Collere and Rgsearch Libraries, and Theology
Tcday,

An artiecle describing the Out-of-print religious books survey was submitted,
by request of the editor, to the Pulpit Digest, and is scheduled to gppear in
the July book supplement issue, Tho Antigquarian Bookman proposes to focus a
current issue on this project, and the needs which it has revealed,

II - QUT-OF-FRINT SURVEY, At the Louisville Conference, it was recommended
that the Secretary be commissioned to serve as a clearing house for evidence as
to the demand for outeof-print and hard-to-secure religious books. This simple
suggestion, lightly dropped, has turned out to be a rather considerable enter-
prise, and one with continuing possibilities of value, we hope, for publishers
and users of religious books, Although a brief account of the Survey was pre-
pared for the Mid-winter News Bulletin, it may be useful to present for the record
a fuller account of its execution, including a comment upon the present status
of the project,

Correspondence with the pertinent comrdttee of the American Library Associe-
tion revealed the fact that such a survey would not duplicate any effort on the
part of that Association. Aims of the survey were to demonstrate the following,
in factual terms, to the publishers of roligious books: {1) which titles, now
outeofeprint, are in continuing and substantial demand; and (2) what is the ex~-
tent of the actual demand, in terms of buyer expectancy, within the near future,
say a period of fron threec to five years? Upon the pathering and formulation of
such data would depend the pessibility of re-issue of the titles most necded,

During the surmer, the invaluable experience and services of Mr. Alec
Allenson, of Blessing's Bookstores, Chicago, were co-opted, Moreover, an early
expression of cooperative interest on the part of the Religions Publishers Group
gave encouragement in approaching the task, Obviously it would be. a major
service to the publishers themselves to demonstrate systematically the extent of
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the demand for their respoctive titles, In these days of high production costs,
no publisher could be blamed for declining to reprint a book on the basis of
"hunch® alone}

With the help of Mr, Allenson, and the guidance of a number of the theolog-
-ieal librariens in the Chicego area, a suggested check list of outeof-print
religious titles was prepared, This list included titles known to be out-of-
print, and known or suspected to be in some demand, It was a selected list, cho-
sen partially on the basis of Mr., Allenson's records of what had been most
heavily and consistently sought after during the past few years, The selection
was altered in terms of the experience of the seminary librarians, who were in
a position to represent typicel institutional needs, For practical purposes,
the titles were broken down into two groups: (1) a primary list of 102 titles,
for which the heaviest demand was expected; and (2) an additional suggestive
¢heck list of approximetely 300 titles, which was designed to stimulate addi-
tional recommendations by participating librarians, as well as to list in briefer
form a substantial number of books for which a lesser demand might be expected,

Each section of the list was arranged in its own alphabet, and a checking
spaca prepared for the recording of an estimate of the local need for the titles
listed, Categories for checking were the following (in terms of numbers of
copies): Library Need; Individual Needs (i.e. faculty and students); Institu-
tional Purchase for Class Use; Stock for Student Book Store; Other Needs (specify).
The Librarian was asked to be responsible for gathering all available figures for
his library and institution, Through a covering letter deseribing the project,
it was pede clear that the report would Pnot be interpreted es an order®, but
that the findings would provide "essential data upon which the publishers mey base
their decisions on what books to reprint at the earliest possible date," A blank
space was provided for the listing of Mwrite-in" titles not included in the
nimeographed check lists,

Approximately 1,400 letters and questionnaires were mailed, to the following
groups of institutions:

(1) Litrariens ofmember seminaries of the American Association of Theolog-
ical Schools (104).

{2) Librarian members of the Religious Books Round Table of the American
Library Association. (apps 25). '

(3) A selected list of public, university, college, and Bibke institute
libraries, known to be users and purchasers of religious books (app. 1271),

SURVEY RESULIS, Approximately 170 replies were received,s Of these, 150
were received in time for scoring, and were in such shape as to be usable for
tebulation, Within the four groups outlined above, as was expected, the heaviest
need for titles was expressed by the serinary libraries of the member institutions
of the American Association of Theological Schools, representing, for the most
part, the larger, older seminary libraries, Of this special group, 60 (or 58 per
cents returned the forms for tahulation,
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The 150 questionnaires werc tobulated, not only as to the 402 titles on the
two minmeographed check lists, but including also 661 additional titles which were
furitten in" by the respording libraries, In all, 1063 individual titles were
recorded, The larpe number of "write-.in" titles indicate an encouraging dcgree of
interest and initiative on the part of cooperating libraries, Moreover, such a
wide spread of base serves to validate and emphasize the extent of the demand for
thosc titles which reached the higher brackets in terms of actual numbers of
copies sought,

Extent of the demand for the 1063 titles tabulated ranged from 0 to 677
(the greatest neced being expressed for Templet!s Nature, Man, and God.) One hune
dred and sixty titles were cited for 50 or more copiss; of these, 37 ranged bee
tween 100 and 199; 19 between 200 and 299; 13 between 300 and 399; 5 between 400
arnd 499; 4 between 500 and 599; one title alone (Temple) being in demand to the
extent of over 600 copies,

A1l titles for which a demand of 50 or more copies was expressed were sifted
and broken down by the individual publishers concerned, One hundred and sixty
titles were thus reported upon, to 18 publishers: an average of 8,8.titles per
publisher, In the case of several publishers, single titles were reported upon;
in the case of one major firm, 40 titles were listed, Results of the survey were
presented to the Religious Publishers Group at its November mseting in New York
City, following the expressed desire of that group to have such data prepared and
pregented, The report consisted of a description of the basis upon which the sure
vey was carried out, plus an individual record for each publisher, of the titles
of his own firm, In presenting the figures, it was felt that the original pub~
lisher alone should be given the data, and that he should have ample opportunity
to consider the possibility of re-issue, Mention was also made of the possibility
of erranging for re-issue, by other than the original publisher, provided, of
courgse, the rights of the original publisher should be fully protected,

Publishers have responded with genuine interest and appreciation, In most
cases they have replied by accounting for the complete roster of their titles
citede In many instances, as was suspected, re-issue is impossible becwxuse of
insufficient demand, In the case of a number of titles, a helpful report has
been received of special stocks available, and of plans already formulated for-
revision and re-issue, Out of a list of 160 titles submitted, it has been poss
sible to report favorable and constructive action on a large number, In February
1948 a composite list of "Publishers' Decisions" was prepared and distributed,
giving for 66 titles the specific intention of the respective publishers con-
cerned, (A revised 1list is now available, incorporating publishers! decisions
mede sinee the appearance of the Februyary list,) Publishers! decisions were of
the following types - "In print"; "Reprinting in England"; "Being revised and
enlarged for re-issue"; "Re-issue probable®; "Temporarily out of stock";
"Awaiting delivery from England®; "New édition in preparation®; etc, etce

Generally speaking, the titles for which the heaviest demand was expressed
ere being planned for import, revision, or re-issue, if indeed they are not ale
ready again available, (In reporting this prospect, too much credit should not
be attributed to the Survey, for in most instances publishers had already prepared
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plans, the findings of the Survey merely validating their earlier decisions, It
should be remarked, too, that with the best will in the world, a publisher is
not always able to live up to the "decision" reported to us, particularly with
regard to the timing of & book!s re-appearance}

Perhaps the knottiest unsolved problem attaches to a few titles for which
a substantial demand was expressed, but for which plates have, unfortunately,
been destroyed, Two approaches have been opened up, in an effort to reach a
solution, First of all, following receipt of knowledge of the original publishe
ers! decision against re-issue, a small firm which specializes in re-printing and
publication of scholarly, specialized books, was approached concerning the possis
bility of bringing out again a few excellent titles whose continuing demand is
substantial, but for which plates do not exist, In the case of two such titles,
the original publisher chose not to release them, but agreced to make special
effort to obtaln stock from England, the titles being imported ones, In the case
of the remaining books, the probable market did not appear convineing enough to
persuade the firm to underteke errangements for re-issue, Further approaches
should bc made in this direction if circumstances Justify.

Sceondly, some investigation has been mace with regard to the possibility
of re-issue by the alternative processes of lithoprint, microfilm, photostat, and
micro-card, Thile the road here is not closed, costs continue to be a major
barrier. Further study of the problem is requircd,

In remarking upon the areas not covered by this survey, onc should mention
the problem of the non-English books, published abroad, Very few such titles
have been covered in the project, They constitute a field for further investige-
tion, .

In conclusion, two values have emorged, First, specific data has been
gathered and placed in the hands of the publishers concerned, who attest its
usefulness, Secondly, & channel has been cpened for continuing cooperation be-
tween theological librarians and religious book publishers in handling problenms
of vital and rmtual concern,

Respectfully submitted,
Margaret Van Raden
Raymond A, Bownan
Robert F, Beach, Chairman

Cormittee on Publications and
Outeof=-print Religious Book Survey,

BUSINESS SESSION
(SEE APTENDIX A)
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CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION

Presented by Lucy W, Markley, Librarian
Union Theological Seminary

Your committee will report on several matters in this field, The first per=-
tains to descriptive cataloging, the second to subject cataloging, and the others
to classifigation,

1, In the field of descriptive cataloging, we ere happy to report that Dr,
Crismon will approach the Gooperative Cataloging Committee with a proposal to
finish cataloging Migne, and to catalog the Ante-Nicene Christian Library, the
Ante-Nicene Fathers, and the Nicene and Post Nicene Fathers, Dr. Easton, Libre~
rian of General Theological Seminary “has done a part of the work on Migne, but
there is no hope of his being able to finish this important work, All Seminary
libraries are ewaiting the cards with which to analyze one or more of these
veluable sets, Dr. Crismon is propared to offer card copy, which will be
printed at the Library of Congress, and distributed in accordance with Cooperea=-
tive Cataloging Committee procedure,

2, The greatest aid to subjeect cataloging in religion which has ever come
to hand is Miss Pettee's List of Theological Subject Headings, published in
1947. She took her 1list of s subJect headings to ¥Yale, and interfiled it with a11
the subjects in religion developed at Library of Congress, Even the references
ere included, Such a tool should not be missed by any Seminary Library. You can
find out quickly the subject headings used by Miss Pettee at the time she coms
pleted her work at Union, They differ greatly in some fields from those published
in 1924, You can also find, in the ssme 1list, the corresponding subjects used
at Library of Congress, if different, You can teke your choice, or go on and
make your own headings, for any given topic,

Subject work is much easier to keep up to date than classification, If a
new term devolops, you can use it, making a few references and perhaps a fow
changes, You can leave the older books under the older headings, in many cases,
Subject work is quite flexible and easily changed, It does not involve the whole
network to add a new subject and tie it in to related subjects, 4nd it usually
does not involve any changes in or on the actual books, But in classification
it is sometimes like pulling out one whole wall of a house to rebuild it, This
is because your classification is a carefully integrated construction, based on
some theory of knowledge,

3+ In classification, we will discuss only a few of the problems which are
forced on us by the changing times, In any classification, some of the nccessary
development is merely chronological. It is merely the recent books on the same
.topic, which still stends in the same relation to other topics, If desired, and
especially if the holdings are large and still growing, a new number can be odded,
following the original number, for the newer boocks. This we have done at several
places in the Ppion Classification, as for example with the books on Social
Christianitye ¥
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But changes are not always so easy. If the whole field of knowledge has
been revolutionized since your classification for that field was made, it simply
wont!t fit the literature of and since the revolution., Mere chronological develop=
ments will not serve, The relationship of topies, and probably their coverage,
has been changed, and you are stuck with an outmoded scheme, If you have too
many books to change, you grind along as best you can, trying to stifle your dis-
content, But the newer books will not go in and sit down peaceably in your old
classification, This is our situation with Psychology, and I am afraid we are not
much better off with Religious Education, Both these sections of our Classifica-
tion were worked out long ago, probably about the time of the first World War,
Dr. Harrison Elliott stated the situation inanutshell when he said that just affer
Miss Pettee had done her work on Psychology, the whole field was revolutionized,
The schedule was not reworked, so it has been a failure at least for the current
literature, ever since, Our classification for Religious Education needs a
thorough overhauling, for the sake of other libraries. We have so much material
that I doubt if we could ever afford to reclassify it. The moral is obvious,
When you adopt a classification, try to have it up to date, well suited to your
needs, If you achieve this, you will not be faced later with too much out of
date schedule, for few areas of interest to theology have been revolutionized as
have Psychology and Religious Education,

Another difficulty facing many of us springs from a defect in our classificae
tions, Of the three major classifications for seminery libraries, only one, the
Library of Congress, has made provision for general works on Christianity,

There it.is located, and rightly, at the begimning of the schedule for Christiane
ity (BRI-137), It provides for the many periodicals and books on Christianity
in general, its naturc and status, which are not definitely of a historical or

e doctrinal character, Unfortungtely for us, the number of such books is legion,
and more sre being written every day, Users of Dewey find in consequence that
261 is being heavily overloaded with books of this type, whereas it should be a
collection of books on the nature and functions of the church, In with such
books are mixed these books with an overall picture of the Christian movement
today, As for the Union s¢heme, I discovered that such numbers were lacking be
forc I had been working a week, Miss Pettce cxplained that the whole classifica-
tion was about Christisnity, in its various aspects, Where do we put these books
in the Union schedules? If they seem historical in tone, we put them in IT, if
doctrinal in RK numbers, if they read like the books on social Christianity they
are put with them, and so it goes, We have many places for such books, and some
of them are thus more accurately placed. In other cases, however, the book really -
belongs in general numbers at the beginning of the schedule for Christianity
which don't exist in our schedule, Miss Pettee was building a classification for
all books a seminary library nmight ever own, She therefore wove sacred and secum
lar into one great sequence, This is workable and excellent in most respects,
but there seems to be no logical place for these general works on Christianity,

Mr, Crismon advises us that 261 is not the only number in the Dewey 200!'s
which is being overloaded, Doctrine (230) personal religion (248) and Judaisnm
(296) are badly in need of development, IMr. Crismon goes on to suggest that one
should try hard at such points to decide that the book in question is to be
treated as lectures, as the issue of a society or institution or organization, or
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as an outline or syllabus, Thus it can be subdivided according to Dewey decimals,
and will not further overload the main number, This is an excellent and very
practical suggestion,

We have been asked about the new ecumenical bodies, especially the World
Council of Churches. At Union we have already made provision for the World
Council in JR12, Bth Dewey and Library of Congress have a suitable location for
any such bodies,

Cooperative organizations much be distinguished from mergers, Denominations
form organizations for mutual benefit and united effort, without any idea of
merging., Due to our President Van Dusen, we are obtaining for the Ecumenical
Librery the reports of many such bodies, We have the British Council of Churches
and I believe the New Zealand Council of Churches. These go in the church history
numbers of the country, but there is an exception. In our own country, the
Federal Council of Churches has been placed over in W, far from American church
history. All things considered, I believe this wise, The bulk and the nature of
the materials emanating from the Federal Council would seem very unsuitable if
found on the Church History shelves, The cxception, therefor, seems to me not a
mistake, but a wise exception to the general rule,

When denomipations unite, what shall we do? The answer came to me from Miss
Grace Fuller of Yale University., Others could not perceive that we rust acept
the new body as something different from either parent, and provide for it scparate-
ly, as you would provide a cradle or bed for the new baby, But Miss Fuller knew
that it was no use to evede and temporize, that we should accept the new body,
meking the now heading in the catalog, and new schedule in our classifications, -
As for a new schedule, if one of the merging bodies dominates, it is often advise
able to locate the merger right after it. But no matter where you con put it,
you must make a new schedule, Miss George, right here at Bonebrake, has this
very problem in mind right now, with the mergor of the Evangelicals with the
United Brethren, '

Finally, our President Van Dusen has been so active in the scarch for
ecurienical materiels that he has roked up pamphlets about projected mergers be-
tween one denomination and another which fell through long ago, which hardly
anybody now remembers, Weo have been obliged to provide for them at Union in new
numbers near the beginning of our American church history schedule. This follows
the principle that specific proposals, and actuel mergers, belong in schedule for
the country, as also cooperative organizations, with the exception of our Federal
Council, This leaves in JR, in the Union scheme, only world wide bodies of ecumene
ical aims, and general discussion, theorizing and history of the ecumenicel moves
ment in general,

Your committoe submits the abcve suggestions for your consideration,

Leo T, Crismon
T, A, Mucller
Lucy W. M.rkley, Chairman
Committeec on Cstaloging and Classification
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PERIODICAL EXCHANGE

Presénted by Eveh Ostrander, Librarian
Chicago Theological Seminary

The following plan is one of two being suggested by the committee as a means
of exchanging duplicate periodicals held by member libraries of the Association.
This plen is patterned on that of the Medicel Library Association which has worked
successfully for many years, The plen is based on listings with the idea that
no periodical move from its original holder until sent to the library requesting
it,

1. The list to be issued at the frequency of intervals decided upon by vote
of the ATLA members,

ae & senmi-annual or quarterly list submitted by all the member libraries,

be A quarterly list dividing the membership into aree groups and list-
ing the holdings of one area each tine,

© 2o The number of pages included in the lists be limited to a definite mune
ber as a basis for computing costs, and convenience in mailing and checking, A
32 page list is now suggested,

3., A standard fornm for listing the periodicgls shall be set up, Abbrevia-
tions to be used as much as possible to conserve space, but leaving no doubt as
to the title and issue of the journal. Each library contributing its list shall
conform with this pattern, and submit its 1list accordingly, This will facilitate
any work necessary in arranging and editing the lists by the typist who cuts the
stencil for the final fornm,

4o Each library shall have an cqual opportunity to obtain periodicels of=
fered for exchange, as no preference shall be given to any one library. The
periodicals being sent in the order in which the requests are received,

5. There shall be no charge for the periodicals offered for exchange other
than the payment of transportation charges, The purpose of the Exchange being
to benefit cach member library by helping to build up periodicals collections,

6+ Each library shall submit its request on a standard form set up by tho
Exchange Committee, The sample form being given to each library, and each
librery making its own supply,

7. Each library shall pay a stipulated fee to defray the expenses of sende
ing out the lists, This amount to be determined by the ATLA,

. Expenses will includes cost of paper; preliminary assembling of lists;
cutting and running of stencils; addressing labels; stemping and sending ocut of
the lists,

We suggest that this be done by a standerd mimeogrephing concern who will
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teke care of all of the details after the copy and the mailing list is submitted
to them, We have rcceived an estimate from one mimeographing office, They will
meke 100 sets with mimeographing on both sides of the page "= cutting 32 stene
cils - and assembling them for mniling, addressing and inserting the copies in
envelopes for $108,30, Allowing for unforeseen expenses and postage the lists
could be sent out each time frr approximately $125,

8., Each cooperating library shall be given a key number to facilitate
identifying the library offering the periodicals and to conserve space on the
lists, For the basis of this we suggest the symbols used in the Union List of
Berials. Those libraries not having kay numbers being assigned ones patterned
after those now assigned to other libraries,

This plan and the one to be presented by Mr. Stillson Judeh, which is -
based on the Farmington Plan, we submit to you for your discussion and suggestibns,

(Mr, Judah's report follows,)

4 SYSTEM OF DUPLICATE PERIODICAL EXCHANGE

Presonted by Jay Stillson Judah, Librerian,
Pacific School of Religion

In any systen of duplicate pericdical exchange there are three factors which
are always present, Libraries (1) rust moke known their wants, (2) must inform
other libraries of duplicates aveilable for exchangs, and (3) must send these
duplicates to libraries needing then,

In cvery present system that I have seen in operation a library at periodic
intervals either indicates its wants to every other library or makes known its
duplicates, In cll these systems this will alweys involve checking long lists
of periodicals against cne's hcldings or vants, vhichever the case may be, But
in either cvent both one's own holdings and one's want-items must be periodically
made known, and these operations must be continually rcpeeted every time a list
is reccived, This waste of time is unavoidable in all present systems,

At the mid-winter session of the ATLA Executive Committee a radically dif=-
ferent system was presented,

It was sugpested that each participating library be assigned a limited number
of periodical titles from the total list subseribed by our entire organization,
For these titles only, it would receive all duplicates that other libraries had
to offer,

A list of the libraries and the specific titles for which each would be re-
-sponsible would be prepared and circulated to each library for reference, Any
library having duplicates would send them to the designated repositories, In
reverse, as was pointed out, any library wishing material of a certain title would
nake requests of the library assigned to keep that title. The form of request
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could be standardized, and the request filled at once, if possible; or if not,
filed for future fulfillment, Requests would be filled or filed in order of
their receipt,

Some of the adventages of this system are that individusl libraries would
need to servico only a limited number of titles, and there would be no long lists
.to be checked against one's wants; further, each libragy would have to indicate
its wants only once, and then could rest assurcd thet they would either be ful-
filled or a permenent record of each want would be kept for each item, and would
be fulfilled in its turn, whenever in the future any libreary in our organization
offered the specified periodical as a duplicate,

4lthough these advantages of this system can be readily seen, there were a
few wrinkles which had to be ironed out with slight revision of the systenm,

These objections were (1) the difficulty of determination of original assigne
nents of titles, (2) the matter of the cost to ship materials to designated sor-
vieing centers, {3) the possibility of some crowded libraries being swamped with
unwanted duplicates,

With these objections in mind one slight revision was made, Instead of
sending one!s duplicates to a depository, a penny post card noting the duplicates
is sent instead, If these are duplicates neceded by another library whose record
is on file, the receiving library merely roleys the request to the library offer-
ing the duplicates, If no notification is received within a month's time, tho
library sending the original notice may dispose of its duplicates, as being ones
not wanted by any member of the association,

One additional advantage can be gained through this system which canmnot be
geined in other systems, It is possible to retain any number of duplicates
offered so that future lacks through wear, defacement or loss may be more readily
filled, Many of our libraries have probably experienced some losses in some of
our older, but still valuasble volumes, and in many cases the replacing of these
volumes is seemingly impossible, the reason being of course, that long ago many
duplicates held by other libraries were discarded, I should like to sec some way
established that this may be remedied, at least in part, For more important
periodicals we should have some means of ensuring that a number of these dupli.
cctes be kept for these future lacks, This would also be a help to smaller
libraries now operating on small budgets, but which is the course of time would
be gradually subseribing to more titles. When this hcppens, it would be very
provident, if we should be able to supply them with long files of back numbers,
which they could perhaps never get under any other system, Thus I should suggest
that as an arbitrary number, we might attempt to keep a maximum of at least five
duplicates of the important periodicals, A slight revision mekes this possible,
Cards denoting duplicates offered of any mne of these titles could be kept filed
until five are reached, These would be recorded on a master card for each periodde
cal, Libraries offering these would retain their files automatically, if they
received no notification to send duplicates to fill some other library's wants,
_realizing that their holdings were one of five copies to be held, After that
number is reached, any cards received would be simply returned to the senders, who
would know that they could immediately dispose of their files, and feel assured
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that if a future lack arose, it could be quickly filled, Libraries holding large
files end having crowded conditions in their libraries, could indicate that cone
dition on their cards by the word "erowded" being typed on the cerd, A red tab
could be put on that card when filed away, and be given priority to supply theo
first requests that fell within their holdings,

The fact that under this revised system duplicate periodicals would not move
from the originel library, except when sent directly to a library needing them,
or when disposed of, should meet the above-mentioned objections in toto.

Now if we comparc this system with that of the Medicel Library Association
system, as excillently revised by our chairman we see that:

(1) In both cases information in regard to cne¥s duplicates is given, but
in the Medical Revised System this is done by each library at a definite time
once in two ycers; in the other system it may be done any time according to one's
convenience, not to exceed two years, This allows for quick disposition of many
urwgnted duplicatos, if desired,

(2) In both systems checking of periodicals rmst be done, but in the Medieal
Revised System, thirty-five peges rmst be chocked twice a yecar egainst one's
wants, while in the other system the only checking done is when notification is
received of available duplicates of the few titles for which that particular
library is responsible,

(3) 1In both systems the wants are indicated, but in the Medical Revised
Systen the wants mmst be checked and indicated every time a list arrives, This
means a duplication of checking the same volume many times perhaps, and requests
ing it perhaps as meny times without success. In the other system the want is
indicated only once, and one can then rest assured that when, in turn, the item is
available, it will be automatically received without eny further notification,

(4) In the present system again, there is no fee for the compilation of
lists to be sent to all libraries, since there are no lists,

(5) This system has the added advantage that if it is desirable that some
duplicates be kept for future need, any number decided upon may be kept, if dupli-
cates are available,

Respeetfully submitted,

Winifred Eisenberg
Jay Stillson Judeh
Evah Ostrender, Cheirman
Committee on Periodicel Exchange
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A SURVEY OF THEQOLOGICAL LIFRARIES OF AMFRICA: 4 PROPOSAL
By A. F. Kuhlman, Director
Joint University Libraries.

Neshville, Tennessee i

1

1
1

More than fifteen yeers ago Dr, Raymond P, Morris, Litrarjiamiof Yale Divinity
School, made an instructive survey of seventy<eight theological }ibraries in
America. An abstract of this report_was published as a part of the study of the
Education of the American Ministers.} On the basis of his findirgs; Dr, Morris
conclude@ that the theological libraries had not partieipated inlﬁhé rapid devels
opment and progress of college and Wiversity libraries im this eouhtry, that
their equipment was decidedly inferior, He concluded that perhaps the chief
rcason for this lay in the prevailing teaching methods in theologital schools, the
character and training of theé faculty, and the subject mattor taugh’b.

: He pointed out that until the library is looked upon as an a%tiVe teaching
unit, as a laboratory wherein students are taught to think constfgpﬁ;vely,tb
create rather than to receive, it will remain as it is, a decidedly secondaty ,
unit in the institution it serves, Continuing he said: MThe prevéiling'atmbsphere
of theological libraries is that of an institution whose spirit, devbloprent, -
subjects emphasized, management and activity have lost touch with thbfedugational
stress and development so prominent in college and university libraries. i +Ib -
is probably correct to assume that the majority of theological students graduate
ing from American seminaries never have the opportunity to acqueint themselves
with good librar%es, and graduate with but a limited knowledge of the literature
of any subject."

. L.t
#The libraries considered in this study are as a group improperly and inade-
uately staffed to carry on a successful type of library service. . . That the
%theological) librarian should be one who is well prepared to aid and to stimu-
late reseerch, has a knowledge of modern teaching methods, possesses initiative,
and receivea the consideration and place of e_regular member of the faculty, is
a concept that as yet has not been achieved,® ;

In these statements Dr, Morris did not go beyond the facts in his report,

In the light of the foregoing statement, it is encouraging to witness the
constructive interest shown by the presidents and deans of the American Associa-
tion of Theological Schools with reference to their libraries, Ih their long=
range program they have decided to concentrate in the bienniun 1948-50 upon the
improving of their libraries, With that in mind they have encouraged their
librarians to organize as a professional group for the improvement of theological

1., Institute of Social and Religious Research. The Education of American Minis-
ters Volume 1II, page 149-191. 1933,

2, 1Ibid,, page 189.

3. 1Ibid., page 199-190.

e Y U
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litraries and theological librarianship,

The new American Theclogical Library Asscciation has been launched and has .
performed upon & high professional level, It has demonstrated that there is,
in this group of theclogical librariens, a great deal of potential leadership
which has hitherto not been fully used, Certeinly, in the hbsence of a profes-
sional organization theological litrarians have been handicapped in seeking to
improve their library resources and services »s an instrument to further instruc-
tion, research and intellectual growth.

Tho adequate development of cur theologicel libraries calls for a joint
effort in which the administrstors of our theclogicel schools, their faculties
and their librarians cooperatec and participate. I believe the time is now ripe
for a sympathetic and searching study of how we can best inprove our theological
libraries, While there has been marked improvement in many of our theological
libraries yet in some respects many of these libraries are abolit where our col-
lege libraries were twenty years ago when the Carnegie Corporatlon became inter-
ested in them and sponsored an effective plan for their improvemeént, The pattern
followed in 1988 in that effort to improve college libraries would, I belieye,
with some modifieations be a desirable one for the American Assodiation of Theow
logical Schools and the American Teological Library Association to eonsidor as
the next step for the development of our theologlcal litraries, That plan in-
cluded the following steps: |

c
First, an Advisory Group on College Librarics was set up to develop and
carry out a frogram for vitalizing and developing the libraries of thé fourw
year liberal arts colleges, It consisted of three of the ablest college prosi-
dents of Anorica--Aydelotte of Swarthmore, Lewis of Lafayette and Wilkins of
Oberlin; two college deans--Gildersleeve of Barnard and Hewkes of Columbia, ahd
tvwo outstanding university librarians--Keogh of Yale and Bishop of Michigan,
Dr. Bishop served as chairman of the group,

Second, this Advisory Group made a study of all phases of the libraries of
200 colleges to discover their points of strength, needs and limitations and
opportunities, Dr, William M. Rondall conducted this survey and reported his
findings in 1932 in a book entitled The College Library.4

Third, the Adv1sory Group hed Charles B, Shaw preparc a List of Books for
Collegs Librarles. He compiled it with the assistence of the faculty of Swarth-
more College, numerous college librari-ns an! college professors. It became a
nmeasuring rod cof the adequacy of the 200 crllege libraries surveyed and later
became a bibliographical tool for college librarians and professors to select
titles for their collections, It has also been used in college library surveys
and by accrediting agencies,

4e Rendall, Williem M., College Library, Ghicago, A.L.A., 1932,
Se Shaw, Charles B., Editor. List of Books focr College Libraries. Chicago,
AL.Aey 1932
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Fourth, the Advisory Group had James T, Ggrould, then Librarian of Princetonm,
prepare a book on The Collega Library Building® published in 1932, This has been
most useful to librarians planning new college and university library buildings.

Fifth, under the guidance of the Advisory Group, the Carncgie Corporation
nace grants to 83 college libraries totaling more then a million dollars for
inmproving their book collections over a period of five years, Colleges were
sciected for these grants after the Advisory Group had completed its studies of
the college libraries of the whole country., An attempt was made to select col-
lege libraries in different regions on the basis of the promise they held for the

future,

Sixth, the Advisory Group evolved gradually, aedopted and published a set of
standards for college libraries, These have been most helpful to college presie
dents and their librarians, elso to accrediting bodies and thosc interested in
improving the college librery,

Practically this same pattern of ceveloprment was followed by the Carnegie
Corpcration to improve the junior college libraries between 1934~37. Grants for
books were nade to 92 jupior colleges totaling $300,000., A List of Books for
Junior Gollege Libraries’ was preparcd under the direction of Foster E, Mohr-
hardt, It conteains 5,300 titles then in print, It was checked by 179 colleges,
and 184 of the libraries in this group were visited by field representatives to
gather information that might serve as a gulde to the Advisory group in mokéng
the grants, Standerds for junior college libraries were also developed and pube
lished by the Carnegie Corporation in 1937,

A similar plan was followed to strengthen the libraries of teachers colleges,
colleges for Negroes, state colleges and technological schools in 1938-42,
Grants were nade to 31 teachers colleges totaling $198,000 to strengthen their
bock collections, Also, grants totaling $100,000 were made to 28 colleges. for
Negroes, $90,000 to ten state colleges and $55,800 to eleven technological
schools to improve their bock collections,

The accomplishments under the programs outlined above speak for themselves,
I doubt 'whether there has evor been a comparable investment in higher education
and library development that has brought greater returns, The work of the
Advisory Group mede many college presidents, their faculties and librarians aware
of the importance of the library as an instrument of instruction, The standards
projected to improve bock collections, persomncl, cataloging and classification
of materials, financial support end tho usc of the college library have hed a
merked influence upon the work of accrediting agencies and are still being used
construetively by many college librarians,

6. Gerould, James T. The College Library Building, N. Y., Scribner, 1932
7. Mohrhardt, Foster E., Editor List cf Books for Junior College Librariecs,
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It was this series of improvements growing out of the work of the Advisobty
Group on the College Library that constituted, to a large extent, the background
of Dr. Branscomb!s survey of the use of ghe college library which resulted in
his volume entitled Teaching with Books.

I believe it would be wise to set up a joint committee representing the
Amemicen Association of Theological Schools and the American Theological Library
Asensiation with power to act, to study the wisdom and feasibility of proceeding
wZrh a plan for developing theological libraries similer to the plan employcd
for vhe development of college libraries as outlined above, In fact, we are now
realy to go beyond the pattern described above, We now know that the educational
library. whether it be in a college or theological school, should serve as an
"instivment of instruction, An effective survey of theological libraries should,
therafore, include their relationship to the curriculum, methods of instruction
and their effectiveness in relation to teaching and research and extension
service,

It would be premature to suggest in detail what the scope and objectives of
such a survey should be, but the functions of educational libraries have becn
sufficiently clearly defined through surveys end research so that one might suge
gest that if a joint survey committee is set up it would do well to consider the
following phases of theclogical libraries as suitable for study:

1, The objcetives of theolopical schools in teaching, research and extension
work, Interwoven with theze would be the methods of instruction and the content
of the curriculum, Since the theological library is a service agency this is
the starting point,

2, The library resources sssential to the attainment of the objectives in
effective instruction, research and extcnsion work, We need the equivelent of
the Shaw List of Books for the College Library for our theologicel libraries,
Such a list should includc a select list of definitive titles that are most essen-
tial to effective work in our theologicel schools, It should also include basic
reference and bibliographical aids and periodicalss

3. Porsonnel requircnents--in terms of academic, thcological and library
education aend training and experience,

4. The organizetion of materials for use by means of cataloglng, classifica-
tion, indexing and skilled reference service,

5« The space and equipment requirements of the library to meke suitable

provision for acquiring, processing, organizing, preserving and using the ro-
souwrces of the library,

8, Branscomb, Hervie, Teaching with _Books. OChicngo, 4. L.As, 1940.



L

29,
MONDAY, JUNE 14, 2:30 P.M. (cont,)

6. Integration of the litrary resources and services with the instructionsl,
research and public service program of the school, This calls for a joint effort
of outstanding theological teachers and librariens,

7. Requirements for adequate financiel support,

It is to be expected that stondards would be evolved for the libraries of
theological schools of various types and sizes as a part of the survey that ;
would be helpful in futurc years as a guide tc the development of these librariess

Finally I would like to stress in this preliminary statement that a survey
at its best is a cooperative undertaking in which, under the leadership of a
skilled surveyor, an attempt is made to study clearly defined problems with rofe
erence to which constructive action is desired and is possiblo., A survey of
theological libraries should, therefore, cnlist the ablest teachers and libras.
rions in the field of religion and theology. Considerable assistance can aldo
be derived from surveys of, and the best practices in, college and specieal libre.
ries in America,

BUSINESS SESSION
SEE APPENDIX A
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A MASTER LIST OF RESEARCH STUDIES IN RELIGION

By Niels H, Sonne, Assistant Librarian,
General Theological Seminary

The title of this peper is ruch more comprehensive than the subject which
is to bc discusscd, A master list of all rescarch studies in religion would
indced be an ambitious underteking, Some conception of the great mass of work
done in the field of religious investigation as a whole may be gathered from a
glance through the bibliography prepared by Lyons and Parvis and entitled New
Testament Literature, which covers but one specialty, An effort to fellow the
pattern here set and to list fully the rescarch work in all theolopical speciale
ties, 01d Testament, Church History, Theclogy, Liturgics, Religicus Education,
and the many othor fields directly concerned with religicn, or intimately enough
related to require consideration, weuld be o stupendous underteking, In this
paper, we are concerned only with a Master List of theses for the various degrees,
theses either in progress or completed,

The limitation of this paper to the rescarch for degrees results from an
offort to fulfill a frequently felt need, and yet to keep within practical
limits, However, before going into my discussion, I should like to say that a
comprehensive bibliography, based upon the pattern of the work of Lyons and
Pervis, exhaustive, inteornational in scope, selcctively annotated, classcd, with
indices, with a listing of book revicws of all important books listed, and with
the many othor admirable festures incorporated in that bibliopraphy, should be
the ultimate objective of this Association, For the present this seems to bo
out of the question, but the Asscciation can take useful acticn by encouraging
the principal learned societies to follow tho pattern so notably set by the New
Tostament people, The discrimingtion which cones only with specialized study
is an important requirement in work of this sort, and perhaps the Association's
function here should be one of ensouragement, prcvision of bibliogrephic stande
ards, and cooperation, rather than the actusl proparation of such bibliographics,

The dosirebility of creating a master list of theses hinges largely upon
the value of thesc productions, Consequently, I shall spend a ccnsiderable part
of ry aellotted time in evaluating them by classes, Individual exceptions will
occur to all, but my rcmarks will be generalizations, applicable to categories,
Scninaries and universities grant many different degrces, which vary grcatly in
purpose, nature and the level of work requircd, There are modest master's de-
grees, repregenting onc yeer of post-covllege work, There is the bechelor's de-
grce in divinity, representing at least three years of greduste study, with or
without thesis requirement, There is the mors edvanced master's degree, pro-
supposing tho B,D., and ususlly requirins o year's vork, plus thesis, .nd
lastly, there is the doctort's degree, In achieving each of these degrees, pro-
ductions desipnatod 'theses! are broucht forth by large numbers of students each
year, most of which are typed, and are, by stetute, filed in seminary libraries,
Librarians know that these theses are avidly consulted at certain seascns, but
they also know that this consultation is usually by stulents confronted with the
problen of producing theses of their ovn, an! with a view to leccrn what is cx-
pected of then, rather than to gather in the wisdon supposedly incorporated in
the productions of their successful predecessors,
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In an effort to cvaluate these theses from the standpoint of their inhereont
worth and of the nced of creating a nmaster 1list, I have made a hasty investige-
tion intc their nature, Referring to Webster, we find the thesis defined as
(sensc 2) ta dissertation embodying results of original research, and, strictly,
substentiating & specific view, esp. .., one presented by a candidate for a de
grec or to pect the requirenents of e course,? If all theses lived up to this
definition, if, indeed, this definition were, in practice, the definition ene
forced by institutions of learning, there would be no question of inclusion, All
theses would be worthy of bibliographic treatment,

But what is the actual stetus of theses in seminary eourses? A ssarch through
the four volumes of the great study of the education of Anerican ministers, pub-
lished in 1934, rovealed tho interesting fact, (somewhat depressing from the
standpoint of the would-be compiler of a master list of theses) that the thesis
was given short shrift, that no instructive discussion of its role is provided,
Does this sugpest that the cormpilers regarded it as of slight inmportance in the
ministerts education? Or, were its merits so fow that they did not demand recog-
nition?

Frustrated in this search, I turned to the statements of thesis requirements
for the various degrces in seminary catalogs, to learn what institutions offi-
cially and formally required, Most catalors seemed content with listing sundry
administrative details, on what date the thesis, at its various stages, was to
be presented, and to whom, what form it should follcw, on what paper stock it
should be typed, of what size it shcould be, what wording the dissertation note
should follow, that copies should be given to the library, ete., cte, In sone
eatalogs fuller, more instructive statenments were found, and from them it has
been possible to garner a few ideas of what scminaries officially expect in the
thesis,

We have Webster!s generalized definition., My perusal of seminary catalogs
has revealed, as I suspected, that theres are three principel levels of thesis
work in theology, corresponding with the degrees to be granted, and shaped
around their purposes, namely, the bacholor's, the master!s and the doctorts
level,

Mony persons with whom I have corresponded have not felt that the bachelorts
thesis ought even to be considered, but others have differed here, Also, Mr,
Don Yoder, who is actually preparing a !'mester list! in our sense, in the field
of church history; has no hesitancy in including work on this level in his list,
My impressions on this point follow,

Descriptions of the B. D, thesis provided in scminary cstalogs do not suge
gest that the product should be truly worthy of bibliogrsphic treatment, The
B, D, thesis is, in concept and practice; an academic exercise, designed to
develop the student'!s powers and to demonstrate the progress of this development,
It is not, precperly, rcsearch, Seminary authorities do not expect it to be, The
conditions uncer which B, D, theses are written do not permit of thorough rescarch,
thesis work being but one smell phase of a juch larger burden of class and course
work, There arc usually specific time linits for the writing of the thesis which
do not allow of much research, Credit rerely is given for more than one course
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value, Others do not regard the thesis highly enough to require it, Some semi-
naries, and not the least, while requiring the preparation and defense of a
thesie, return the finished product to the student, to be disposed of as he sees
f£it, .

Let me quote some seminary catalogs to indicate what is wanted on the
bachelorts levels

"An acceptable dissertation must reveal, on the part of the applicant, a
specialized acquaintance with the field in which it is written; together with a
well developed ability to assemble data, and to reach logical conclusions which
con stand the test of a critical examination.by the faculty.! (Butler University
School of Religion,)

"0n thc basis of his reading, an outline is presented at the beginning of
his senior year: and the completed thesis is submitted at the end of the Christe
mas recess, Thus the student undergoes the mental discipline of working out a
serious academic project for himself, and gains some specialized knowledge which
could not be explored in the classroom," (New Brunswick School of Religion,)

"The thesis required of all students for graduation, shell be of such a
character as to evidence special competence in a field of study and an ability
to carrg out and to state clearly independent investigations,” (Duke Divinity
School.

Each of thesc statements indicntes that the condidate is cxpected to have
achicved somc acquaintance with the ficld in vhich the thesis was written, and
that he has thc ability to put together his ideas in logicel form and to defend
them, None state that he is expected to have conducted thorough research,
resulting in new light on the themes with which he has dealt, Thus, on the
basis of what is being tried and the conditions under which the work is being
done, it seoms clear that there is no need to list B, D. theses in a bibliography -
of any sort, Thc A grade thesis is an excellent acadomic exercise, not a contribu-
tion to human knowledgc.

None~the-less, Mr., Yoder feels that the B, 0 thesis is of sufficient inter-
est to be included in his listing of church history research, and, apparently,
the Amcricen Socicty of Church History concurs in this opinion, at least insofar
as it is sponsoring Mr, Yoder's work., Mr. Yoder feels that in many cases, church
history B. D, theses arc based on sources not commonly available, such as local
church archives, that the student will competently select and assemble material
of gonuine interest, and that his handling of this material will be such as to
be of real use to other students, Mr, Yoder's position mey well have a certain
merit in limited sectors of church history. However, it is a view which should
be teken most cautiously with regard to the many fields of research in religion
where extensive technical training is cormonly regarded as the prerequisite
to effectual rescarch, I openly question whether any student on the B D, level
could produce original and useful research in 0ld Testament and New Testament
and in vast arcas of church history,
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As the bachelor's thesis can safely be ignored, by and large, and as an eX-
cellent bibliographic medium for doctors! theses alreedy exists, a 'Mastor List
of Research Studics in Religion! must find its prineipal vindication in the need,
if any, for a list of masters' theses,

The mrster's thesis is on an interncdiate level, a step beyond the bachelorts
thesis, several steps behind the doct-r's thesis, There is a wide range of
quality in work for this degrec, decpending upon the point of view and aspiration
of the student, and the attitude of the granting institution, The degree common-
1y, though not always, presupposes the bachelor!s degree in divinity, Beyornd
that, there is much variety. Many masters' students are taking a "refresher
course" and for them the thesis is but one requirement in securing a degrece to
provide tangible justification for this year's sacrificc and effort, Here ve
have older students, who may have advenced or retrograded mentally, but who should
bring somec maturity of experience to their work., From then, we may expect some
theses of questionable quality, but also many which should surely be worthy of
bibliographic notice, especially in the less difficult areas of investigation.

It scens altogether possible, that in such fields as religious cducation, where
much actual experience is incorporated in the thoses written by students of tho
masters? groade, productions of genuine value will rosult.

There is another, smaller group of students, whose masters! work should be
much more valusble and should most certainly merit bibliographic treatment.
Here we have mon who arc frosh from their B, I work, who are filled with acadermic
zeal, and who have resolutely set themselves to becoming teachers, and, eventu-
ally, doctors, in their fields, For then the thesis is training for a job, a
principal recormendation for the job, and a ground of qualification for study for
the doctorate, Their point of view is the research point of view, and their am
bition is achievement of mestery in the techniquos of research, Still, their
work remains on the learnert!s level,

An examination of catalog statements of the requirements for the masterls
degree indicates that the institutions have higher demands for this work, demands
which, in meny ceses bring the thesis up to a level justifying bibliographic
trecatment, One serinary sets the folloving requirements: %"The thesis for the
degrec of M, Th, must be written in some field of theo}ogical inquiry that offers
potentialities for a real contribution to religious knowledge; must show an
evidence of acquaintence with the literaturc in the field chosen; must evidence
& grasp of the subject culminating in well supported conclusions; and must be
presented in a creditablc academic and literery forn." A second seninary re-
quires "a well developed thesis of about 5000 words ... It will be appraised
on the taeis of thoroughness, originality, and the practical velue of the
information presented therein," Still another serinary demands "A thesis of
scientific merit", A fourth school asks that its students prepare’ "a thesis which
shows special acqueintance with methodd. and results in the subject, area
chosen," ~

Course value and time requirements are somewhat increased for the naster's
dissertation, One seminary allows up to six hours credit for the thesis, thus
giving the student rmch time in which to do good work. A second arranges the
thesis program so that six months of supervised work are allotted to its
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preparation, A third seminary prescribes that the thesis may not be submitted
within the acadenic year in which study for the degree was initiated, thus

adding to the overall time for its preparation, A fourth institution requires
that "the subject of the thesis be approved at least onc year before the final
examination and the completed thesis should be submitted not more than two years
after the completion of .course work," The most exacting Seminary demands that
"ordinarily not less than one-third of the student's time will be devoted to
specialized study and research following a program of work individually planned
under the direction of the department, and related to his thesis," At this school,
only twenty hours in course are asked for the degree, further imlicating the im-
portance placed upon the thesis, Candidates for the master's degree usually must
pass an oral examinstion by a faculty comiittee on their work, One major institu-
tion, while neglecting its B, D, theses, demands thet the mastcrst theses be
placed on file in the library and then lists then in its published and circulated
list of selected recent accessicns,

I have chosen these quotations to show the strength of the master's thesis
but must haston to add that there are some institutions which are not so exact-
ing as thosc quoted,

My discussion of the maesterts thesis indicates marked progress beyond the
bachelor's thesis, This is large enough to justify our proposed "Master List,®
The better masters! theses will be based upon considerable contact with primary
sources, to attain the Moriginality" so often demanded, They will often provide
information upon restricted aspects of larger subjects, The diligent student
nay bring to light interesting implications of statistical information genorally
availeble, or better still, he may compile fresh statistics of real use, His
investigations can also provide new knmowledge on historical and biographical
themes, The student who bases his work on extensive personal experience in
church or othaer religious work can bring real light to practical problens,
Palfroy and Coleman, in the preface to their Guide to Bibliographies of Theses,
in writing of the less advanced master's degree given by universities, find,
on the one hand, the unevenness which we have noted; on the other, a probable
usefulness Which would vindicate a bibliography, This is all the nore true
for seminary masters! theses, where the candidates have the advantage of the
three year B, D. Bourse,

I do not fecl that the argument, that a "Master List" would anticipate
duplication of research and serve to prevent it, is of much foree in conncction
with masters? thoses in religion, The amount of work aectually incorporated in
the nasterts thesis is not s& great, as a rule, that a real loss in the general
ecaderice effort would result, Such duplication as may cccur will be compensated
for by the originality of treatment which will result fron students working indo-
pendently, So far as I know, universities do not reject mastor!s theses because
they cover ground previously treated, although this is donc in the case of
doctors! theses, 4 corollary of this will be that ~ "Master List®™ need not
carry a list of masteors! theses in progress, although onc of its greatest values
would be to fill the sericus need for such a 1list for doctorst' degrees in pro=-

gress,



35,
MONDAY, JUNE 14, 7300 P. M, (cont,)

In this ontire question, the doctorts thesis is in a class by itself, This
is amply acknowledged by the existence of a great national bibliography of this
level of work, Many factors lead to this situation, The student who is admitted
td candidacy is required to have gone through the entire routine of bachelor!s
and naster's training, He has fulfilled requirecments in course and cxamination
which qualify him to pursue advanced research, He has equipped himself with the
preliminary training in his field requisite to do effective work, But, most of
all, institutions of higher lerrning impose requirements for the thesis such es-
to insure its being worthy of bibliographic treatment, The essentials of a doce
tor!'s dissertation are just those that meke any work worthy of bibliographic
treatment, i,e, a high level of competence in treatment, and originality both of
researgh and analysis, GCatalog statements of the requirements for this degree
have a ring of identity. Such phrases as the theses "must be apprcved as a real
contribution to the literature of the ficld" end"the study is expected to rep-
redent a definite contribution to human knowledge® recur in the statement of what
1s expected on this level of thesis writing,

Ouwr interest tonight is to determine whether a master list of theses which
fall in these seyeral categories ought to be created, &nd, if so, what steps
should be taken to sct up such a 1list, Let us consider briefly the present
status of affairs, So far as I know, and I should not be reading this paper to-
night if the Association were not agreed in this, no successful effort has been
nade to creatc a master list of all theses on the seminary level of study,

Bibliographies of bibliographies do not indicate that this has been done,
A search through Palfrey and Coleman's Guide to Bibliographies of Theseg, U. S.
and Canada, 1940, reveals but two bibliographies in the field of religion., One
of these lists theses on natural theology, of all subjeets. The other is celled
Abstracts in Religious Education, Siz numbers devoted to selected graduate
theses appeered from 1933 to 1938, A seventh issue was restricted to doctorst
theses, The Lyons and Pervis New Testement Literaturc lists forty-eight biblio-
graphies in its subject field but includes none devoted to theses alone,

Individual institutions have drawn up thesis lists for local use, but these
have been little more than typewritten checklists, Such lists are of real use
for the purposes for which they are prepared, but really do not have much value
on a larger scele, The most pretentious bibliography of theses prepared by a
single institution is found in the Union Theolcgicel Seminary Selective List of
Recent Publications added to the Library, List No, 148, January to March of the
present year, has a long section devoted to theses for the year 1947, Here arsc
found only theses for the degrees of S,T.M., M.S.M. and A,M. No bachelort!s
thoses are given, This list is published in mimeographed form and is circulated
" quite widely, Other institutions list their theses in their printed bulletins
from time to time, This is done by the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettys-
berg, for one,

On the doctoral level, there is the now defunct publication of the Library -
of Congress A List of Doctoral Dissertations in Printed Forme This wes an alphae
betical list of the printed cards for dissertations received by the Library of
Congress, It began in 1912 and ran through 1938, To increase its usefulness,
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there was included a chassed list of the dissertations, arranged by broed L, C.
subject divisions, the B division being used to include religion, There was
also e detailed subjoct index and a list of doctors by institution, This biblio-
graphy was restricted to matter in print, thus omitting many doctoral theses of
real value,

The chief bibliography of doctorts theses in existence at present is the
publication of the Association of Resecarch Libraries entitled Doctoral Disscrte-
tions asccepted by American Universities, No. 14, covering the period from 1946
to 1947, was edited by Arnold H, Trotier, This work is more comprehensive than
the publication of the Library of Congress discussed above, as it proposes to
list all doctoral theses of a rescarch naturc, regardless of their physical form.
It is a elassed list, and Section No. 2, Roligion, is of the greatest intercst
to this group, In tho issue at hand, Section No, 2 contains eighty-nine theses,
accepted by twenty-threc institutions, Section No, 1, Philosophy, contains some
items of possible interest in our field, The editor of this publication writest
"The preparation of this scriecs depends very much upon the cooperation of the~
deans, registrars, librarians and others on the staff of our graduate institu-
tions." I note with alarm that several theses listed in the present issue were
published two or three yeers ago, and worsc still, these had been prepared in the
more important institutions, I have made no study of the completencss of cover-
age, but wonder if there arc only twenty-three institutions which do grant de-
groes in the field, It scems to me that, as a preliminary step, this association
should throw its influence to secing that the fullest possible representation of
completed doctorzl theses be accomplished hore, This is one tangible thing that
can be done, A committce on the "Mester List of Rescarch Studies in Religion"
might meke its first stcp the determination of all institutions granting the doce
torate in theology, and then mnke a persistent follow-up to see thet all thoses
are properly roported and listed, Mossrs. Lyons and Prrvis appeal for this
type of . cooperation also,

The onc inclusive bibliography now in progress, covering work onm all lovels
of theses writing, but confined to the field of church history, is that of Nr,
Don Yodor, Mr, Yoder!s method has been to scnd out a mimeographed lettor re-
questing a list of dissertations on file in his field, end specifying the inforw
ration he wants about each title, We at General received such a request, end,
efter considerable effort, got out a list of the dissertations now in our files,
This list was sent to Mr. Yoder, who, presumably, will put each of these titles
in his bibliography, The compiler at Generel mede no selection other than to
list theses in church history, ahd, obviously, Mr, Yoder will be unable to do
rore, inasmch as ho will never see the actual thescs which he lists, Mr. Yoder's
work will consist of a compilation of such lists, so selectod, from seminery
files throughout the country, It will be published in the fell in some format
not yet determined, end will be under the sponsorship of the American Society of
Church History,

A further 1ist of interest in this connection is a bibliography being pre=
pared by Professor Lewrence C, Little, Professor of Religious Educatiop at the
School of Edueetion, University of Pittsburgh, It is to be"a fairly corplote
and classified bibliography of research studies in character education and
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religious education", Professor Little has successfully requested from the va-
rious seminaries listed by the AATS lists of theses in his field for the various
theological degrees and will include all appropriate titles in his bibliography.
His bibliography will eppear late in the summer, 1948,

It is aléo true that lists of theses in education in general often include
a class devoted to religious oducation,

An examinetion of the Lyons and Parvis Now Testament Literature reveals that
only doctor!s theses arc included, unless others have escaped my eyes, or have
been listed under the guise of periodieal erticles, or in some other forn conceal-
ing their thesis nrigin, The doctorts theses included are both in print and typed,

Aftor this long discussion, I am going to be quite brief on the actual ostab-
lishment of our proposed "Master List of R@scarch Studies in Religicn", I have
tried to meke the following points: that there is no meed for a bibliography of
bachelorst thescs; that there is such a need in the case of masterst! theses;
and that there is need for a list of doctors' theses in progress, I have also
shown, to the best of my knowledge, that, with the exception of the field of
church history, and, possibly, of religious educction, there are no lists sven
in progress, This argument has becn based on a formal cvaluation of theses in
terms of the circumstances surrounding their production, It has not been an cmpi~-
rical evaluetion in terms of the direct study of many theses, Our bibliocgraphy
mist be a description of what significant work institutions are doing on the
thesis level, not a critique thereof, Our business is to meake known activity,

With these points in mind, the arguments to justify a bibliography of theses
ere the erguments to justify any bibliography, Primarily, the "Master List ®
would serve to moke known ell noteworthy thesis work, and to announce doctoral
projects in progress, It would aid in giving students a view of their field in
terms of what others are dokng, The national picture would be drawn in its
fullness; and hen in widely separated institutions could learn of the ectivities
of their contemporeries, The harried doctor!s candidate could be freed of the
worry that some other student haed anticipetod his underteking and -thus ruined
perhaps years of work, The work of inter-library logn would be helped, At pres-
ent, it is quite impossible for the librarian to te}l where informetion well
treated in dissertations is to be found, The ®Master List" would provide us with
access to the bibliogrephic work incorporated in the theses it listed, I could
carry on this type of discussicn to somc length, but will stop, '

Should the Amcricen Theological Library Asscciation decide to set up a
"Master List of Research Studies in Religion", o host of practicel problems would
come to the fore, What agency should preparc it? Hov should the chosen agency
procecd? What format should be adopted? ete,, cte, I do not feel that a prelini-
nary discussion of this kind is the place for dcteiled treatment of these natters,
I have tried to lay out some general principles of the project as they have come
to nind, I hope that ryy treatment has opened the question sufficiently to give
rise to further argument, and eventuelly to action,

Mey I say, in closing, let us not forget the larger, nore cémprehensive
bibliography as a final objective, a star at which to ain,
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EXTENSION LOAN SERVICE AND THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

By Henry M, Brimm, Librarian
Union Theological Seminary. (Richmond)

At severel points in the Surmmary of Proceedings of the Conference of Theolo-
gical litrarians held at Louisville last year, one may find references to the
type of theological library sorvice with which our present discussion is con-
cerned, If his "Survey of Theological Library Operations", Dr. Kenneth S, Gapp
nade a statement which, because it touches so meny features of the subject, I
should like to quote in its entirety:

"\any of us have rendered the serviee of lending books to elumni and other
ministers by mail, This typc of extension service is not strictly the function
of a seminary library. , for it tends to disrupt the educationel program of the
institution by taking books away from students at cruciel periods, The prime
need in extension loans is for a special collecticn of books that is maintained
and serviced by scparate personnel, The seminaries might continue this servics,
for the present time, by some agency other then the library, but I would rather
like to see the responsibility of this impcrtent work handled on a regionel or
national scale, either by each denomination or by all the churches together in
cooperetion, Such an agency could provide adeguate funds to purchase and to ad-
vertise the books evailable for loan, could make great progress by encourcging
reading by ministers and, above ell, could formulate specific reading prograns
for ninisters, The theological seminery on the other hand should tend more and
nmore to restrict the use of its books tc definite programs whereby distinctly
educational purposes under the control of the institution can be served."

This compact paragraph contains ideas and suggestions enough for many hours
of profitable discussion, We shall want to refer to it again as we consider cer-
tain aspects of our topic,

Further aslong in the Sucpary, Mr, John Fy Lyons! paper, incorporating a sched-
ule of library functions proposed by Dre L, R, Wilson, indirectly inquired if it
were one function of the theological library Mto continue book service to students
efter graduation?® Mr, George B, Ehlhardt despribed the striking, and, at some
points, unique program of extension loans developed by the Divinity School of
Duke University, remarking that the specimlized nature of the Duke progren (foom
turing loans of recent books) was duo to the feeling that other libraries were
engaged in a progran of general lending, so that the Duke scheme wes performing
a supplenmentary rather than a duplicative function, Concluding the discussion
from the floor that followed Mr, Ehlhardi's comments, "the judgment was ex~-
pressed that we have a unique responsibility to lend to ministers with whon we
have contact, both urban and rural, inssmuch as, without help, these persons nay
be without bock facilities," With these comments in mind we may proceed with
our present considerations feelihg that we maintain a certain continuity with
the discussions of last yesr's meeting,

It is not particularly surprising that mgny libraries of our schools of
theolopy find themselves engegod in more or less heavy prograns of extra-mural
activity, and that others are interesting themselves in such projects. For
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probably no other type of institutional library enjoys greater opportunitics for
off-campus service, or recognizes greater obligations to cff-canpus patrons, A
variety of factors bear upon this situetion, and, when thesc arc trken torcother,
they constituto so strong e casc for extonsion loans and other extra-rmral scr-
vices that numerous libraries feel constrainéd to attempt such schedules even
when thoy interfere with primary, on-campus functions,

It would serve no good purphse to attempt a revier of these contributing
ceuses hero, Thoy are well known tec all of us, In the main, they derive on
the one hand from the needs of doserving men and wemen who are engaged in active
religious work, on the other, from the library's desire to have its potential
benefits morc fully realized by the church., They also arise in the librery's
efforts to establish and naintain good public relations, and they are stimulated
by a growing concern to provide moans for the continuing cducetion of seminary
greduates, Extension loan services arc nceded and veluable, They arc also costly,
and in some neasure disruptive of normel, on-campus library operations, While
nost librarians would agrec with Dr, Gapp that, in its prosent form, theclogical
library extension service is "not strictly the function of the Seminary Library®,
few would on that account quickly abandon the sorvices which they administer,

We have sometimes sourht more fully to justify our somewhat expensive extra-
mural activitics by pointing to then as sipnificant programs of informal educe-
tion, needed and worthwhile, But we arc bepinning to wender, Few will dony that
our loens-by-nail, our circulation of book lists, our occasioncl rcference and
biblicgraphical scrvice by correspondence, erc needed and worthwhile cndcavors,
or that, for the most part; they arc sufficiently informel, But are we convinced
that they have any great educntional significenoeé? Perhaps from such prograns we
have gained some education for ourselves, Wo have learned, for instance, that
the average minister frequently roads books, but rarcly reads subjects; that though
he may read widely, he rarely studies; that when he does study, it is more often
with an eyoc upon an immediate objective, then with a view to rounding out his
cultural equipment, Let this not be taken as an indictment of the minister,

There are doubtless good end sufficient reasons for his reading habits (aftor all,
he does have to cofie up with two sermons next Sundey!) but it nmay stend as an
indication of our failure to use our extensinn loan services in a proper fashion,

The whole field of theolorical library extensicn should have our joint in-
vestigation, Within its bounds there arc lerge arcas which would seem to be open
to cooperative ehdeavor; it presents many problems with which we are mtuelly
concerned; it forces docisions upon us which we should not attempt to make until
we have shared experisnccs and opinicns, Final judpment upon many of the mattors
involvéd #ill probably have to be rendered by the individual librery in the light
of its peculiar opportunities, responsibilities, and resources; but an over-all
eppraisal of the situation by this Association, and especially its dedignation of
areas for cooperative effort, would groetly aid the individual library in working
out its peculiar problens,

The outstanding loan services now nede available to thousands of ministors
by the Duke Divinity School and the Vanderbilt School of Religion seen to deron-
stratc the feasibility of committing large parts of our extension loan progroms
to regional libraries, It is conceivable that a.central agency might serve oven
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better, Should we endeaver, then, to promote the development of & contrel lending
agency, or pross for regional extension-loan libraries? If the first, what steps
should be taken to set up a central agoney and insure its continuing operation?

If the second, should we undertake to inerease the resources of existing regional
libraries, or strive to create others? What proportion of the whole range of
extra-mural librery services will it be possible to consign to the regional or
central agency, once it is in operation? Extension loans of new books? Of the
books which constitute a basic theological collecticn? The performance of biblio-
graphical and reference services? Such questions could be rmltiplied meny times
over, Wa should attompt to find answers to them and, as sooh as possible, to
take action on the basis of our findingzs, We shall then be in a better position
to follow out, in terns of extension loen services, the implications of the last
sentenco in the quoted paragraph with which this paper opened. We shall be able
to devote our extra-rural efforts to activities which will tend to restrict tha
usc of the Seminary's books "to definite programs whereby distinetly educational
purposes, under the control of the institution, cen be served.®

Let us consider this prospect, realizing that we shall immediately bocone ine
volved in a consideration of scme of thc nein-line problems of theolopical educa=
tion, and let us begin by making an inquiry.

 What is the ain of theoloricel educetion? What do senminaries atterpt to do?
Almost any nunber of answers to these questions can be discovered in the catalogues
of theological schools or in the addresses of their presidents, They will range
in length from a brief line which says simply, "Ic train men for the Christian
ninistry," to stately, rolling periods which may run té a full page, With all
these to choose from, let us accept as a working definition, a statement from the
inaugural address of the recently installed president of one of our lesding 8cni-
naricss

"Theological Seninaries are charged with the task of training religious
leaders, able to sec the meaning of events about them, to analyze the problenms
end clarify the spiritual issues which men rust face, to bring the Christian Gos=
pel to bear on these issues, to give us the steadiness that comes with depth and
breadth of judgment, and to help us como closer to our destiny under God,"

It should be remerked that the president went on to expand this general
stetenent into sixteen closely printed pages of mere exact definition,

Now, without pausing to support the contenticn with an array of evidence and
testinony, it is reasonably safe to affirm that the majority of the graduates of
theological seminaeries - ocarnest, consecrated, hard-working men end women though
they ere - will hardly measure up to the standards here laid down for them - -
either upon graduation or at any time afterwards, Our seminaries turn out hune
dreds who have successfully comploted all requirements for praduation in accord
with high academic standards, Yet if thc world ever displayed a lack of spiritual
leadership, it does so now; and it is eovident that unless the protestant church
succeeds in training for tomorrow a higher type of leadership than it can rmster
todey, the world will follow other leaders -~ dynemic, brilliant, compelling
lcaders - who will not be concerned to lead socicty into paths of righteousness
and liberty and peece, General MecArthur has tolcd us that our problen is
theclogical, Lect us go on from there and admit that cur theclogical problen is ip
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large measure educational, We are failing to train in any considerable nunbers,
men and wonen who can qualify os spirituel leaders in the terms of cur definition,
And it is probably because we have never given due regerd to theological educa-
tion in its full dimonsions,

Close association with the progran of ministerial training es it is now
carried on will reveal that it frequently feils to achieve its aim because of
twe unfortunate misepprehensions, The first is that e graduate of an aceredited
college of arts and scionces hes been furnished with an educetional foundaticn
upon which adequate theologicsl training can be superimposed, The second is
that such e candidate for the ministry can be successfully invested with e theo-
logical education in two, three, or four years, (No wonder curriculum committoes
sit far into the night!)

With respeet to the first misapprehension, one is tempted to indulpe in a
scason of heated fulminations, But this would be out of order, Unfortuncicly,
the theolorieal library, extension loen scrvice included, has no ready remedy for
the failure of our colleges, Our seninaries, hovever, can assuredly take stcps
that will bettor the situation and e lerge number of theologicel librarians sit
on semipary faculties,

As to tho sccond misapprchension, it seems likely that a long step toward a
solution of some of the most voxing problems of theologicel education will have
been taken when there is general acccptance of the fect that a prospective minis-
ter cannot be furnished with all the knowledge nceded for his supremely important
and difficult task by adding to his college education a course of study and prace
tical work covering a period of three yoars ... or four .., or five. A&t bost,
such a period of academic training should enabloc the student to master a set of
disciplines, to accurmlate a small fund of valuable knowledge, to acquaint him-
self with the groat literature of his profession, to recognize the demands his
ministry will meke upon his intellect, to achieve an attitude of mind, to acquirc
a number of speeialized skills, and to carry on independent study. Given the
means, however, upon these foundations he can build as much education as he will,

At worst, a period of acedemic training, touching here and there in tho
ficlds of theology, will convince the student that with the receipt of his profes-
sional degrece he possesses all that he will need for his life work, and a groater
ovil than this conviction could hordly bofall him,

In the active pasborate such a men may grow in grace and in favor with the
Lord, but he will not increase greatly in knowledge and wisdom, At about age
forty-five, when he should be approaching his prime, he will find himself wender-
ing why no church is eager to acquire his services,

It is a truism that education for eny men is a life long process, For the
minister who would fneec rcalistieclly the heavy responsibilities with which his
complex and demanding voertion will confropt him, it rust be & 1lifc long endeavor,
It shopld mean a 1llfe time of systenctic study,

Our serincries are coming by degrees to lock upen & continuing propran of
ninisterial cducation es well within the area of their responsibility, How soon
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they will gzird themselves and underteke fully to discharge that responsibility is
another question, But the library mey go about the business now, for the agency
nost necessary to the proper perfornmance of this, the seminaryts ultimatc cduce-
tional function, is that red-headed step-child of the theological library - the
Woxtension lonn scrvice," Whatever we may achiove with regional librarics or
central lending burceu, the individuel library's prosently more or }ess hophazard
progran of extension scrvice should become the primary channel for & seninery-
adninistered schedule of continuing education, It should come to bc a highly -
significant cducationel instrument, omployed by the seminary to efford the theow
Jogical student an opportunity to gain for himself what no seminary can "give®
him - an education cormensurate with his high calling,

Now, theoretically, this may be en acceptable and challenging idea, but it
reises a number cof vory practical questions, To begin with, what is involved in
such a program? Is the ideca prasticable? Well, it implies first of &ll a rocgimen
of undergraduate treining which will furnish students with a nastery of fundoe
nentals, the ability to proceced with an educationel endeavor apart fronm classroon
assignnents, and the desirc to engage in postgraduate sphedules of systenatic
study, Second, adequate book collections, Third, the mechanical provisions for
gatting books to stucdents who want then, Fourth, a wide range of suitable study
guides, or syllabi, covering the ficlds of knowledge the student should explore,
Fifth, over-all supervision end direction by tho seminery, These are tho essen-
tial features, and they seem to indieate no insurmountable obstacles,

But, if we are considering a seminery-ednministered progran, and nct sinmply
a library project, what hope have wo for any ecrly asttention to its development?
The capavities of our seminary faculties are fully engaged in the activitics
of undergraduate and graduate departments, Our institutions are already occupied
with more undertakings than they can handily manage, Will they add to then yet
another? It is not fantastic to believe that they will, Many of these undertake-
ings are directed toward the very onds our progran would serve, but nonc will
come closer to atbaining these ends, Mony of our seminaries maintain Graduate
Departments, at groat expense to themselves and their graduate students, Why not
a "third level® of graduate study under these departments, leading not to the de-
grec of Thy M or Th, D, but to something higher - asdequate theological training -
at virtually no expemse to the students, and at a reduced cost to the Graduatc
Depertment? Proportionately few of our gradustes can afford to enroll in our
graduate depertments, yot the number epplying for such vork groatly exceeds the
nunber which can be accepted, On this "third level® probably all who would apply
for cnrollment could be accommecdated, Shall we deny them the education they arc
secking?

If there is no graduate department to ossume direction of the progran, enother
directing agency mmust be provided, This should not prove to be too difficults
nany of cur institutions employ full-timo dircctors of practical work, Why
shouldnt't thero be full-time ékillful directors of continuing education?

It shculd be recognized, however, thet in the initiel stapes of such & vens
ture, direction and promotion, as well as the remeining responsibilities, will
fall to the library. . Libraries must demonstirate that the propram is feasible
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before administrotive authorities will regard it seriously, This is only to be
expected, For that matter, arc we not still tryinr to discover to our institu-
tions many unrenlized opportunities for undergreaduate education available &n the
libtrary? To prove the value and practicability of extension education we shall
have to devise meens for acquiring study guides end edditional resources, and we
shall heve to enlist the patronage of extra-murzl students, But we have accopted
more difficult tuosks than these,

To anyone who has first-hand acquaintance with tho reading habits of the
average rinistor the need for systematic programs of contimuing ministerial educa-
tion is manifest, The ministor will be the first to say so, But he is a busy
nan, Would he - could he - take advantege of a regimen of in-service study and
training if it were offered to him? Let's give no 1lib enswers to this question,
If would be fatuous to supposc that by mercly setting up the necessary nachinery
for such activity, end advertising the service, we would imnediately revolutions
ize the study habits of the Protestant ministry, We would do nothing of the sort,
Some experinmenting with the 1dea sugrgests that of the ministers above forty-five
yeers of age, few would do more than toy with such a progrem, Their life pattdrns
are too well sot, Of the men between thirty-five and forty-five, more would be
inclined to commit themsclves to serious effort of this sort; the showing would
be still bettor among ministers between the ages of twenty-five and thirty-five,
The fact that a two-line notice of an available study guide on the Parables
brought requests for it fronm thirty-six ninisters recently, indicates that our
offerings would not go begging,

But the real promise for the full effectiveness of this scheme of cxtension
education lies in the coming generations of undergraduate students who can be led
to understand the limitations cf a threc-year coursc of acedemic treining, and
to equip themselves for a life time of systematic continuing study, made possible
for then by their scminary, When we can graduate such men into . alumni student
bodies, rather than into alumni asscciations, we shall have patrons for our wares,
and to sparce

S0 ladics and gentlemen, I cormend to you "theologicel library extension
service®™ - ugly duckling, ragged Cinderella, red-headed step-child - but, per-
chance, destined to become a significant agency for the training of our spiritual
leaders,

PROCUREMENT OF FOREIGN MATERIALS

By Arnold D, Ehlert, Librerian
Fuller Theological Seninary
One of the important featurces of any good librery is the acquisitions de= -

partment, The order librarian, if there be one, stands in a position of high re=
sponsibility and privilege, and controls one of the most romantic departments of
the library organization, This position calls for a peculiar combination of the
detective instinct, linguistic ability, the accuracy of an accountant, and the
gsystematic care of a good file clerk, Unfortunately this important work must of
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necessity be delegated in most cases to an assistant who also has othor duties,
or be carried on by the head librarisn himself, with such clerical assistence as
can be safely delegated,

The purposc of this paper is to provide a survey of some of the problems
and procedures as they have become apparent to us at Dallas during the last six
years in which it has been the writer's privilege to occupy the dual role of
librarien of the seninary and menager of the Seminary Book Room, which has acted
as the sole purchasing agent for the litrary, Many libraries, we are aware, use
a recognized librery agent, or several of them, for both foreign and domestic
pnaterials, and it is not for us to say that this method. is not just as good as,-
or better than, the one we have followed, Each hes its advanteges and disadvane
tages, and it is likely that a combination of the two would yield the best results,
but certainly the cxperience obtained by ordering abroad directly is valueble
for any librarien, Lacking such opportunity, a librarian could profitably spend
a month or two scrne summer in a good second-hand book dealert!s establishiment,
preferably that of a large importor, With the notice just received that the HiW,
Wilson Co, will oliminato foreign titles from the Curulative Book Index, it bo-
cones more important than ever that the librarian give attention to the foreign
nmarket, We notice that the Libtrary of Congress seems to be working the Russian
nerket pretty heavily at the present time, afcording to the proof cheets in
philosophy and religion, This is quite understandeble, One wonders what the
senmlnaries ought to be accumulating from the Russian religious literature, and
whether pome of the library staff and professors should not be encouraged to
obtain something more than what is naively called "title page Russian."

Among the disadvanteges involved in handling one's own purchasing agency,
whether it be a book store "front," or dircctly from the librery itself, using
the regular library purchase orders anc other forms, is that it does take more .
work and time than listing everything one wants, and sending the list off to
Stochert-Hafneor, or sone other library sgency, Often it takds longer to import
directly from abroad, and it often takes a personal visit to the bank or Post
Office to pay the bill, Unless one uses the want list publications, the title
desired may not be obtained at all, but of course this can happen with an agency
too,

In regard to the edvantages involved, Messrs, Stechert-Hafner in New York
were interrogated by correspondence on the matter, We should like to quote fron
their letter listing the advanteges accruing to a library in using an agency like
themselves almost exclusively for importing foreign materials:

"By concentrating orders with one firm, the library eliminates tho necessity-
of contacting nmany publishers, Another p01nt is the fact that we have well-estab-
lished contacts and our own buying offices in London, Paris, Germany, and agents
in a great many other countries who take care of our orders promptly, If eny of
the titles which we order are out of print, they are being searched for autonati-
cally in the secondheand market , , ., Our offices as well as our agoents send out
periodic lists of books wanted, We purchasc such material only at the most ad-
vantageous prices,
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e further beliove that consolidation of shipments = freight shipments ine
stead of small mail parcels in nmeny instances - reduces trans .ortation costs con-
siderably, .

"paynents, (some very small), to forcipn countries do not have to be madc by
the librery to many individual publishers but ean be mede to us - or any other
Anericen agent thet you may use - by regular check in American dollars,

"Also since we have a fairly large stock of foreign books, nany of the items
could probably be supplied irmediately, :

"As far as priccs are conccrned, they are based on the lowest possible rate
of exchange, ellowing only for a legitinmate profit, in other words, wo add about
10 per cent to the list price,"

With respect to this last statcment, one must understand, of course, that
en ageney does not operato on a 10 per cent nargin, Likely the actual figure at
which they purchase most of their used matericls is considerably below the list
price, so enllecd, These points we thought would be of value in showing by revorse
reasoning the argunents against operating onet!s own sgency for foreign materiealse

Thore are, however, certain adventages in going directly into the forcign
merket oneself, and working it to a greater or lossor degree, These might be
listed as followss

1, It is sometimes possiblc to buy more checply by doing it directly, de-
spite thc argunents to the contrary, Some publishers offer a discount to libra-
ries, and while it usually does not amount to es rmch as the regular library dise
counts in Anmerica, in somo cases it nay, Used dealers do not always secll ot a
discount to agénts either, where one or only a fuew titles are involved, ond the
agent would likely then have to add more than the custonary 10 per cent to the
list price., In an article entitled "How to Import,® in the Library Journal,

Vol, 46, 1921, librarisns are advised to order from dealers abroad, rathecr than
fron publishers dircctly for new naterisls. The publisher often transfers tho
account to an American office or publishing apent, says the article, A certain
experiment is described in this article, in which a given list of 25 English titles
was purchascd fron abroad, and the sane list was figured up:on the basis of quotam
tions in fmorican lists, Abroed the cost amounted to $76,07, while the Anerican
lists totaled $119,58 for the samo books, The argument was that around 60 per

cent was sgved on this lot alone by bmying ebroad,

2, In the matter of peyment, it may be simpler then it seems to romit ~
ebroads In sone cascs the rate of exchange nay benefit tho purchaser, and cctu
2lly less than the list price nay be paid, Details of payment will hte discussed
in a later section,

3. By ordering fron second hand cetalogs by airmail, one may be able to
obtain nateriels that someone else would like to have also, but which hc might
lose by going through his agent,
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$. Ono of the largest benefits, in tho opinion of the writer, is the bib-
liographical value of this method, particularly if one uses the foreipn want list
nediuns, end gets on the mailing lists of quite a number of dealers in one'!s own
field in different countries, This value ney operate in two dircetions: first,
the librarion hinsclf nsy, if he is in a position to do so, initiate orders for a
large anount of matericls himself. This is his privilege, end the doing of it
adds a good deal to his stature in the eyes of the faculty and administration, A
seminary just opening is certeinly feced with a real problem in regard to going
about building up a substantiel and usable library within a short period of time,
but the facts arc that with the catnlogs that cone to one's cesk in a single weck
after running e couple of advertisements in The Cligue and Vraag en Anbod, for
instance, ono could sit down and order $2,000-$3,000 worth of joocd basic material
for a theological library, So far as the faculty is concerned, however, they
too can and should be made familier with the procedure, and given rcgular cccess
to the cetalors and lists, so that they can initistc their own share of orders
for materiel, vhich will supplement that selected by the librarian, If one
should thon go on to utilize these lists for the metual compilation of subject
bibliographies, there is no end to the valuc that night be @erived,

Tho details of foreipgn searching and buying may be discussed briefly under
four heads for the benefit of those who night want to go into that type of acquisi-
tion,

I - WHAT T0 BUY, This will depend, of course, largely upon the progranm of
the institution, A graduate school, or a higher degree program, will usually
open the way for the acquisition of a considerable nunber of basic naterials in
the foreign languages, There is usually o sprinkling of Bnglishelanguage mater-
iels in non-British foreign catalogs, but the buik of the materiel will be found
to be in French, German, Dutch and Italian, Haoving cleared the language hurdle,
the field narrows itself to two nain types of materisls: periodicals and books,
A limited number of menuscripts, maps and other naterials con be obtained, but
the seminary library is not usually interested in any quanmtity of this type of
nmaterial,

The wide-awake serinary library will be subscribing to a considerable number
of forciyn journals--theologieal, Biblical, ecclesiastical, archeological and
philoscphical, Something ourht to be done, perheps, to compile a list of foreign
periodicals found to be of value Ly the various semineries, Runs of back numbers
of these foreign journals will neke a substantial buying progran in itself,

As to foreign books, these are again divided into two groupss those in
print, and those cut-of-print, Both are inportant classes, Ahs to lenguage, the
faculty interest and ability, as well as the nature of the progran will usually
decide, Unless at least one member of the faculty can handle a given languape,
or unless the progran involves a doctor's degree, it may be umwise to stray too
fer fron the mejor languages--Latin, Fronch, Germen, Dutch, Spanish and Italian,
For a Lutheran school the Scendinavian langusges would seen to be essential, in
addition, It is our opinion that for the doctorts work, a candidate should be
expected to use materiels in almost any of the Ewropean languasges if materials
are discovered in his particuler field, Usuolly some friend or resident in a city
of any size can be found who would translate or give the gist of materiels in the
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‘middle Europcan languages, for instance, How much of such material should be
bought by a given seminary, however, remains a problem that cennot be solved in
genercl terms, But here again bibliographic work which would be mede possible

by obtaining catelogs and journals from middle Ewrope could turn up more material
than the aversge person would suspcct from thot area, We have reference, for in-
stance, to a sample magazine rcceived some time ogo from Czechoslovakie, Acta
Academise Velchradensis, which is in its 19th yeer, but is not oven listed in the
second edition of the Union List of Serials, This journzl, which came in four
fesciclos combined in one issue, contained a section, "Notae Bibliographicae ot
reconsiones 1939-1946," coverihg 135 pages, This bibliography was subject-dividod
and included both books and periodical articles, Te key at the front of the
section lists 11 Slavic journals, The background of this particular magazine is
Catholic, and one is fuvored with a Latin trenslation of many of the titles,

What to buy, in the final analysis, should be governed by the librarian and the
faculty, and if the library committce can establish some governing principles

and policies in rogard to foreign materials it will greatly ald the librarian or
order librerian in the acquisitions program,

II - WHERE TQ BUY, Here it would be better to be ablo to pool the combined
experiences of those who have mainteined foreign buying programs, and perhaps out
of the discussion to follow some general conceptions can be formed, In the case
of the Dallas Seminary, using very lightly the British, Dutch, and on only one
occasion the French want 1list mediums for advertising, and relying on catalogs
and lists rcceived as a result of having been picked up by dealers on their maile
ing lists, together with cortain other standerd catalogs and lists received for
some years previously, we found that outside of England, for books in English,
Holland was the most fertile market for religious materials of value, Italy and
France would follow in the line of comperative value for all types of maberial in
the various langueges, with a single very heavy catalog from Denmark containing
more items than eny other,

Of course the wise librarian buys books where they moy be found, and usually
it is a good practice to pick them when they are offered, the price being rcason~
eble, One hardly wants to include thc British Empire in a discussion of foreign
materials, and yet a word ought to be said gbout the resourcecs available thore,.
England end Scotland have for some years becn fertile fieclds for good religious
materials, The catalogs of Henlerson, Highan, Grant, Foyle, and earlier, Dickine
son, have yiclded many hundreds of titles for the Dallas Seminary through the
years, However, since certain well-known used dealers in America have so tho-
roughly combed the British book market, and the Britishers have become aware of
the demand in America, meterisls are now scarcer and prices higher. TYet England
and Scotland will probably still remain the largest source of instructionsl nato-
rials, both new and old, for the seminary library for some time to come, Some old
materials are to be had from both Holland and Italy., A set of Migne was recently
offered in Holland, Several very fine recligious encyclopedias were rccently ofe
fered in Italy, others in France, Switzerland is publishing some fino current
theological materials,

III « HOW IO BUY, Here we deal only with those things that constitute vari-
etions from the customary proceduros in ordering Amcrican books, Some attention
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should be given, first of all to the legal aspects of importing,

The importetion of books is covered by the Teriff Act of 1930, as amended
from time to time since, Of this act, paragraphs 1410, 1629, 1630, and 1631 gov-
ern matters pertaining to books, printed meterials, etec, Paragraph 1629 declarocd
the following category of outeof-print books as free of duty upon entry no matter
vho imports its "Books,.,bound or unbound...which have been printed more than
twenty years at the time of importetion: Provided, that where any such books
have been rebound wholly or in part in leather within such period, the binding
so placed upon such books shall be dutiable as provided in par, 1410,"

Paragraph 1630 further lists on the free list "Books and pamphlets printed
wholly or chiefly in languages other than English,®

The above provisions govern importetion of books to all persons or concerns,
Pearagraph 1631 provides frce entry on new books for certain institutions:s M"Any
society or institution incorporated or established solely for religious, philoso~
phical, ecducctional, scientific or literery purposes, or for the encouragement of
the fine-erts, or any college, acacery, school or seminary of learning in the
United States, or eny statc or publie library, nay import free of duty eny book,
mop, rusic, engraving, etching, lithograph print, or chert, for its own use or
for the encouragoment of the fine erts, and not for sele, under such rules as the
Secrestary of the Treasury mey prescribe,”

The duty rates listed in the Tariff Act of 1930 have been amended cownward
at least twice, The latest revision as of Jamsry 1, 1948, reduced the duty on
books to 5 per cent, and that on leather bindings to 7 1/2 per cent, The former
wore originally listed at 15 per cent and the latter ot 30 per cent,

Careful attention should be given to the instructions attached to orders for
foreign books, It will probably not be considered necessary to maintain a separate
fornm of purchase order, if onc is to order dircct, but the purchase order should
indicate the method of shipment, Usually it will be most satisfactory to haveo
books shipped "book post,® unless the order is a large one, This, so far as -
Britain is concerned, corresponds quite closcly to our own special book rate, ale-
though not nearly so low, The present rate is, I believe, 4 pence, or 8 conts -
per pound, Sone dealers prefer to ship large orders in larger packages by regum
lar parcel post, which cerrics a somewhat higher rate, The book post regulstions
limit each parcel to 4 1bs, and 6 oz,, unless one single volume excecds that
weolght,

One sad experience in this regard has coused us to emphasize this fectures
We ordered a set of John Owen's works {24 volumes) from an English decler, as
the result of a quote obtained from an advertisement run in The Cligue, Our
purchase order reads specifically "Ship by book post," but this dealer, apparently
desirous of toking advantage of the liberal American spirit, took it upon himself
in the first place to add scveral titles that we had not ordered, and in the
second place to turn the shipment over to an oxporter in Dublin, The result was
that we received onc day an inyoice from a Dallas importer for eround $24,00 for -
ocean trensportation tc New York, enother $5 or $6 for transportation to Dallas,
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a customs clearance fee of $5.,00 (although none of the books were subject to duty)
end a storage fee besides, The whodie amount exceeded the cost of the books in
the first place, We protested this to the importer, and he agreed to hold the
shipment while we wrote the degler, We reminded him of the instructions on our
purchase order, and gave him the choicc of teking the books back, which would
have involved his paying this exorbitant serics of fees twice to get his books
back, or of cancelling the invoice and we would take the books out for the cost of
handling, Ho egroed to the latter, We got the shipment finally, but not withe
out another invoice from the importer for additionel storage end a delivery charge,
ge paid about $40,00 for the books, while the original invoice was just under
30,00 : . ‘

Another good practice is to give instructions for the numbering of packeges,
end the inclusion of & copy of the invoice in parcel No. 1, where it is antie
cipated that the order will require more than one parcel, This enables immcdiate
checking in of the shipment, The Delles Seminary Book Room uses a rubber stamp
with the following logond: "Number packages. Enclose copy of invoice in No, 1,"

Unless the order is for books over 20 years old, which ars duty frec anyhow,
it is well to ask the shipper to mark the label WFor librgry use," so that duty
will not be charged,

It is well to remember also that in casc of a foreign order amounting to -
$100 or more, it is neccssary to fill out a speciel form, even though the ship-
ment is duty=-free,

In placing "wants" with book searchors, it is good practice not to ask
several dealers to search for the some item at the same time, Drpury in his book,
Order Work, points out that this may result in tho impression among dealers that
the book 1s secarce and badly wanted, and the price goes up, If the first dealer
does not locete the book, another may be asked to search for it later; but if en
interval of a month or more intervenes, it is not so likely to attract attention,
Drury suggests that such information should bo kcpt on the order card, and possib-
ly a signel or clip system could be used to record the timo of placing verious
wants, (p. 19).

Another method of searching for a number of works in a field, without deaig-
nating titles, is to ask a specialist to quote in & given field or on a speci-
fied subjeét (Drury, p. 19).

One of the best helps in locating spccialists is the booklet celled ¥%he
%‘1§&t”hrket’ published by R, R, Bowk er Co, It is a directory of subject spcc-
B8l18S1S, .

Two other tools for foreign acquisition work are attached to this paper, the
first a 1list of foreign book indexes for currcnt books prepared especially for
this study by Mr. Alton.H, Keller, Chief of the Order Division of the Library of
Congress, and used by his permission; and the other a 1list of tools for an inter-
national scarching service listing the verious domestic and foreign want list pub-
lications,

IV - METHODS OF PAYMENT, It is nccessary only to mention briefly tho methods
of peyment for foreign purcheses, In some cases onets own check is acceptable,
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Most firms, however, prefer a New York draft, if payment is not made by Ipter-
national Postal Mon#y Order, It has been our practice to use the latter systom
wherever possible, unlcss we get specific instructions otherwise, because it is
easicr to keep the accounts straight, It is impossible to do so when paying by
check with fluctuating conversion rates. But usually such differences are ade
justed over there, and do not eppear on stetoments, It is always well to pay
each invoice separately, we have found, for case in koeping track of the tronsace
tions both for us and for the deelor,

We roturn in closing to the bibliographic velue of this whole subject, as
that has appealed to us az being one of its most important features, Norman
Douglas, writing in the April 24 issue of The Autiguarien Bookman, says, "About
the bibliographer's table there lies a passionless ealm" (p. 6775, but as John
Carter, whom he quotes in the same plece, reminds us, "Bibliography is thc hande
meid of scholarship," end w¢ are not so sure that the bibliographert's table is
entirely passicnless,

FOREIGN BOOK INDEXES

Foreign cquivalents of our Curmletive Book Index compiled by Mr. Alton H, Keller,
Chief, Order Division, the Litrary of Congress, Used by his permission,

(Notes It is our understanding that any of these may be ordered through Stechert~
Hafner in New York,)

GREAT BRITAIN: The Bookseller, Publisher's Circuler, Whiteker!s
Curmilative Book List,

DENMARKs - Dansk Boghandlertidende, Danksborfortegnelse Aarskataloge
FRANCE: Biblio, Bibliographie de la France,
GERMANY : Deutsche National Bibliographie,
HOLLAND? Brinkman!s Cumulative Catalogus van Boeken,
%ITALY: I1 Libro Italiano,
NORWAYs Kvartalsfortegnelse over Norsk Litteratur, Arskatalog ovor
) Norsk Litterstur,
PORTUGALS Bibliografie Portuguesa ¢ Publicacoes Periodicas e Fasciculares.
BPAIN: Bibliografia General Espanola e Hispano-Americano. ‘Biblio;
grafia Hispenica, Bibliografia Hispana,
SWEDEN: Svenske B okhandelstidning, Asrskathlog for Svenska Bokhandslh
SWITZERLAND: Das Schweizer Buch,

% Note should be taken of the item, Books from Italy, listed in Iools for an
International Searching Service, compiled by Arnold D. Ehlert, which consists of
subject 1lists of new books of various publishers, as well as sections for offers
and wants,
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I00L3 FOR AN INTIRNATIONAL SZARCHING JERVICE

Compiled by Arpold D, Ehlert, Th,D,
Librarien, Dallas Thoological Seminary

Wagt_ L_;sﬁ gup;icgt lons

Libreries, as well as book demlers, can subscribe to the following periodical
publications which carry Mwants? and "offers" and usually list catelogues received,
The 1list of catalogues is annotated to show subjects covered, so ome can compile a
list of dealers from whom to request catalogues, and to whom to send want lists
if such are issued, Advertising rates vary frenm 5 - 10 cents per title per isspe,

UNITED STATES - Want Lisﬂ, The Book Trade Weekly, Eugene Thumim, publisher,
95 Broad St,, New ¥ork 4, N, Y., annual subscr, $5,00, Weekly,

Antiquardan Bookman, Weokly megszine of the Antiquarian book trade, Sol, M,
Malkin, man, ed, Published by the R. R. Bowker Co., 62 W, 45th St., New York
19, N,Y, Subscr.$3,00, Weekly, !

Ihe Booktrade Wants, Published by Albert Saifer, 529 S. Melville St., Phila,
43, Pe, OSubscr, 55 «50, Weekly,

Litrery Wents, Pyblished by the sane, Dotails not available,

0dd Volumé Index, - Publiéhed by the same, 0dd volumes cumlated quewterly’ apd
' ennually in one alphebet, No extra charge for this service to subscribers,
$2,50 per yonr, - )

GREAT ERITAIN - The Gligue, ~ Published by the Antiquarian Booksellers! Association,
Mr., P.H, Muir, pres., 180 Brompton Rd., London, S.W.3, England, $4¢00. Weckly,

The Book Exchange, Published by Fudge & Co,, Sardinia House, Kingsway, London,
Ww,C.2, Englend, Subsecr, $2,00, (4 new publication,) MNonthly,

HOLLAND - Vraag cn Aanbod, Published by De Boeckhelle, M, L., Sweris, Botermarkt - ‘
14, lLeiden, Holland, Subser. $3,00, Biweekly, ‘

FRANOE - Lo Bouquiniste Francais. Organe du Syndicat de la Litrairic hAncieme ot
Moderno, 176, Ruc Montmartre, Paris (2¢), France, Subscr, 375 fr,

AUSTRIA « Das Antigvari ate Halbmonatschrift fur alle Fachpobiete des Buch~ und
Kunstantiquariats, Welter Krief Verlag, Herbert Stubenrauch Verlagbuchhande
lung, 12a, Wien I/1, Stock-im Eisenplatx 3-4, Austria, Subscr, 60g ’

ITALY = Books from Italy. Expcrt list, Pub, by Bollettino Bibliografico a Cura
della Rivista Leonardo, Viale Mazzini, 46, Firenze (Florence), Italy, Subser,
(bimonthly) L.300 for é numbers, This purports to be a complete list of all
Italian publications collected by real bibliographic resemrch, together with
sections for Pwants" end "offers® of second-hand materiels,
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TUESDAY, JUNE 15, 9:00 A, M, (Presiding: Leo T, Crismon, Librearian,
Southern Baptist Theologicel Seminary)

DEVOTIONALL PERIOD

Conrad Bergendoff, President
Aupgustane Theological Seminary

LIBRRY BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT

By Herbert H, Schmidt, Librarian
Lutheran Seminary, Gettysturg, Po,

In 1938 William W, Bishop wrote: "There aro not many books on American
library buildings, and too fow of these arc liberally furnished with plans and
views of the buildings themselves," (Hanley: College and Idibrory Bmildings).

I believe Mr, Bishop would restate his opinion about books in this field today.
Part of the trend to exemine the status of librarians and librarianship has been
to make a definite study of the physical structures and equipment of libraries,

In ten years enough has been written along thesc lines to supply a much better:
reading 1list, Two recent publications by the 4,L.A, arc pointed in that dircc-
tion, 1In the introduction to the book Library Buildings for Library Scrvice

the section pointing to the threshold of a new era in library building and design,
the statement is made: MThe boginning of such a period is indicated by the
great interest in recent .years in the problems of library design on the part of
many librarians and architcets,™

fhe progran cormittee for this conference has felt the pulse of this movee
ment, Considerable intcrest has been shown in our new seminary library bullding
at Gettysburg, (For several weeks our staff felt more like official guides than
library workers,) Of the many visitors three have been librerians from seminaries
hoping to build new libreries; two, from the campuses of small colleges, end =
faculty group from a nearby Roman Catholic institution looking forward to the crece-
tion of a library at some future date, The architect has been asked for copies
of floor plans by two institutions contemplating new libraries, I feel certain
this experience could be matched by librarians in this group who have new builde
ings under construction, or rocédntly completed,

Aside from the widespread intorest in now and better library buildings, which
has also infected the seminaries, therc is another reason for the timeliness of
our discussion, M, Jesse says:! Seldom dbhes a librarian have an opportunity to
plan more then one building, This mcans that there are no rcal building experts
within the profcssion and that there is very little cumulative wisdom brought to
bear on proposced buildings, ZAlmost overyone starts fron scratch and almost
evoryone mekos the same mistakes that have been made before." (A,L.A., The
Library Duildinc, p. 5) A meeting like this should take eome bf the sting vut
of a part of this verbal chastisement, and keep us from being the type of fool
who mekes the same mistake twice,

Lest there be any false impressions, think of your leasder of this discussion
on the topic assigned, not as a library building authority, but more like that
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of a .ssrgeant with dne campaign ribbon and some battle stars, There are majors
and generals in the battle for better library buildings and equipment here in
this room; we!ll be turning to them shortly, Just now I would be among you Mas
he that serveth" the cause, having had in his nostrils the pleasant odor of newly=-
turned earth in the ground-bresking for a new library building; end whose cars are
still ringing with the sound and echo of the "0h!s and Ahts" of the fine accomp-
lishment at Gettysburg, Between the first shovelfuls of earth and the sounds of
the dedicatory addross I heve had sawdust in my hair, plastor on my clothes,
cement on my shoes, paint on my fingers, some painful moments, and many exciting
moments, Your - sergeant has becn on the front line; he has come through the
bettle (and, belicve me, it was a battle at times)! I shall make no attempt to
set up technical formulae and planned deta whereby we might guarantee functional
seminaery libraries in all of our theological schools, However, suggestions for

a master plan of such nature might grow out of & meeting like this, I shall open
the subject along broad lines of consideration, and then we shall have a frec
exchange of information and ideas, #Each building should be an cvolution in
itself, based on local needs, conditions, and resourcos,” (Lowe, p. 7), Thus, -
I shall follow the gencral outline of procedure one uses in planning for a builde
ing, planning the building, equipping it, ete, Personal allusions as to what
happened at Gettysburg will be used only to highlight facets of procodure herc
and there; and to show the offect of theorics and trends in library building and
practice, solidified in stecl and coment in one rceent oxanmple,

Let this be the scaffold for crecting our structurc on the basis of the
topic assigneds (1) Is the building nceded?, (2) The building committec,
(3? The triumvirate (libtrarien, architect, and thc committce chairmen), (4) The
plan and design (cost, sizc, locetion, cte.), (5) Comstruction and equipment,
and (6)lMoving, dedication, and total results,

(1) - IS THE PFROPOSED BUILDING NEEDED? At first it might scom facetious to
raisc this quostion, but threce groups cause it to be asked: (1) those compelled
to raise it, (2) those who raise the question out of curiosity, conservatism, ctc,
and (3) wherc not raised, those who should bec agitating it,

To those immediately concorned, that is, librarians who focl the dirc necd
of now spacc, cquipment, sholving and sinmilar physical improvenments, this is e
rhetorical question, Howevor, frequently thc local administration is not fully-
awarc of the difficulties the library staff actually facos, and is not approcio-
tivo of tho differcncos a now sot-up would make, For instancc, soon aftoer our
new library soteup was in operation at Gettysburg, circulation doubled and our
fino medorn cquipnont was the chiof factor in tho upward curve, Thoro was a
noticoable inercaso in the use of the other library facilities on the part of
faculty amd students, :

Concorning the second group, nemely, thosc who raise the question "Is the
proposed building needed?" out of curiosity, conservatisn and similar reasons,
one or two statements rust suffiee here, Sone elumni, somec of them lightly and
sone seriously, said "We mansged, why can't the students in attendance now do
likowise? Other things aro more badly neceded,® Some Moutsidors" during the come
peign for funds, seid this: "Think what it would mean if seminary students were
taught to sacrificc and the amount of money for a new library would be given to
nissions,®
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To sell the idea of a new library building to such "library sales resistance®,
neke a cercful survey, have a written program, use pictures to deronstrate the
velus of the eritical points involved and carry out a militant campaign in the
light of the ultimate contribution to the Kingdom of God, Later this same naterial
will be highly useful when conferring with the architect and the contractor,

To those who feel that would be "nice to have a new library® but abidec corw
placently in out-moded or nearly cut-moded buildings and equipment, there is this
reminder in the opportunity of librarienship: Are you using "horse-and-buggy"
equipment to mcet the needs of the atomic age? Are you keeping paece with the
campus- igprovement program if thore is one? And, to theological seminary libra-
rians, we might state it like this: Are wo gcod stewards of our opportunity and
responsibility in being contented with out-moded equipment and limited facilities?
If we are not interested in library building planning, shouldn't we be? Let us
not forget that better books, better study emvironment, and better library facile
ities make better ministers, Adequate housing is a most important factor in
proper library service, We arec always part of all we have met,.

. (2) = THE BUILDING COMMITTEE, John A, Lowe in his book, Small Public Library
Buildings, (p.7) definos the Duilding Committec as "That group of persons charged
with responsibility for the planning ahd construction of the building, This
group represents the government, the Trustces, or the donor, and it is of utnost
importance that the authority of the committeo so constituted be established bee
fore eny step is taken, Its duties must bc outlined. . .it sots as a unit, o o
it may be augmonted by those who have important skill or information to add.®

As far as my reading and experiencc are concerned this about covers it,
broaedly spcaking, The Duilding Committce for the Gettysburg Seminary Library
met nine timos over a pericd of 2 years, Its eight members, drawn from-the Doard
of Directors of the Seminary played their biggest part in the inception-stage of
the building, Because of the help of a splemiid architect they were ready to
ask for bids by the sixth meeting of their cormittee, even though, as Walden sgys,
"library planning is a difficult ond intricatc business" (A.L.A., The Librory
Building, p. 9). A representation of the pastors and laymen constituting the
committee nade what one mifht cell "two inspection tours* of the building during
its developmental stage., On onc or twe occasicns when some major decision hed to
be made during actual cconmstruction, menmbers were consulted by telephone, All
other details and work which should have fallen to a cormittee were cared for by
the president of the seminary, the architect and the librarian,

(3) - IHE TRIUMVIRATE. We pausc for a roment to consider THE TRIUMVIRATE:
Chairman of the building committee (or other responsible person), the architect,
and the litrarian, In the final cnalysis these three must sce to it that the
total result will be more than a building with a library in it, Two quotations
fron the A, L, A, bock, Lhe Library Duilding, verify my experience and covor
what one might say in general on the matter, One is by William H, Jossce "It ie
seldon teken into consideration that there will be an architect for every builde
ing program and that the architecet is likely to be a great deal more intelligent,
up-to-date, and reascnable than librarians ordinarily think, Owr well-known
difficulties with our architects arise, too often, because we librarians are not
eble to analyze and state our program properly, because we act as though we kneow
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more about the architect!s business than he does, Of course, there have been,
and are, architocts who are prina domnnas and who ere liable to run avay with any
proje?t thoy got their hands on, Thesc cases appoar to be the exception, not the
rule,!

The other quotation is worded by Malcolm G, Wyers "There has been a very fine
developnent during recont ycars in the cooperative attitude shown by architects,
library trustees, and librarians in rcalizing that planning a library building
requires the joint contribution of all threo, Librarians and library trustecs
have given much more attention to the preparation of a 1list of requirenments for
the guidance of architects, and architects have gone to a groat deal of trouble
to learn the point of view of librarians as to the functional importance of a
_ litrary plan,! (p. 15),

(4) - PLANNING AND DESIGN. Here enter such elements as the cost, the type of
construction, size, location, layout, aceormodations, and services to be rondered,
In fact, there are so many functions to be worked into a physical structurc, and-
such a multitude of factors to be token into consideration, that the whole entor-
prise should be begun, continued, and cnded with prayer, Wheeler says, "neither
architecture or equipment can berin to be so important as the basic process of
pla-nningo" (A.L.A. Pse 5)-

Therc are helpful books on determining necds and procedures, standard
neasurenents and tables, there are building code regulations, there are the
reconmendations of guilds, burenus, and institutes, and so on ad infinitunm, Do
not be surprised to hecar conflicting opinions and variant specifications fron
these sources, Even in the literature prepared by special library comaittees on
the building of library structures variations occur For example, one publica-
tion says Mallow 25 square feot per reader" (p. 2 Dear Mr, Architect). Another
says, Yallow 15 square foet per person at tebles® (Lowe, p. 1), Unless ccrtain
other considerations are teken into account a structure planned on onc set of
figures would not result in the desired building if the othor set were usecd in
its ercetion, In using thc dimensions of shelves for capacity estimates one
publication (Dear Mr. Architcct) states, "length of shelves between uprighis, .
37," and eight books per shelf foot., Another text warns (Lowe p, 13) that a
standard 3'0" section or shclf is actually only 2!11"; and, thereforc one should
figure only 6 octavo volumes per lineal foot in ealeulating full mexinun capacity,
In cstimating the present and futuro necds at Gettysburg the architect used the
figure of eight books to the lineal foot for single-face sections and scven books
to the lineal foot for double-faoced sections, The moduler building unit is spoken
of as being 4" but actually the architect figures on three and seven-eighths
inches, The seeming discrepancies are resolved by the unity in their diversity,

Fortunately, for librarians already busily engaged in their regular work, yet
perticipating in the planning and erection of new quarters, there is a considerable
nass of data from which to draw workasble conclusions where necessity as well as
opportunity invites their contribution to the planning and construction, We shall
display wisdon rather than knowledge, however, if we lean heavily on the architect
after we have outlined our holdings, needs present and future, and the scrvices to
be rendered, The specification and detail phase of plamning and design arc his
job anyway,
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However, this much is axiomatic--arrange on the main floor as many services
as possible; then fit your building to the requirements and not your requirenents
to a building,

(5) = CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT, The two minutes which are to be given to
an introductory statement on the construction and equipment step in moving fronm
the idoa~and-paper-stage to the dodicated building can be put succinetly in a
one-sentence déxology and a quoted paragraph,

Thank the Lord if you get the services of o sympathetic contractor and the
labor of conscientious worknen}

‘Regarding the synthosis of needs, plans, and physical materials, let the
words of Herman H, Fussler put it in brief compass: 'Were we to have perfect
knowledgo of the needs of readers, books, steff, and special materials, wc should
still not be able to design or crect a library building, Concepts with relation
to each of these mst be fitted together, roconciled, and translated into a cone
crete design, and later into a physical structure, This translation requires the
assistance of many skills and arts--those of the architect to give the building
forn, harmony, beauty, integration, and structural soundness; arrangenents--
logal, finencial, and otherwise--with many people, including the stoff, the
builder, the trustees, the engineers, and the subcontractors, The building,
properly arranged and integrated, would be a failure unless it wore also properly
lighted and its atmosphore attrective physically as well as esthetically. + »
all parts of a building must be brought together to forn a library", (A.L.A,

Litrary Duildings for Library Service, p. vii).

(6) - MOVING, DEDIC.TION, 4AND TQTAL RISULT. In bringing this preview of our
panel to the area of confercnce participation, by way of conclusion and transi-
tion, lct these proposals be handles whereby we take hold,

The narshalling of these thoughts and observations had to be done on a broad
scale becausc of the nature of the topic end the breadth of interest recpresented
in this meeting. At times gy giant strides did not enable me to stop to exanine
the matters governed particularly by locel interests such as contracts, eqiipment,
furnishings, moving doy "operation Promised Land," and the service of dedication,
However, taken in their order with the same candor, vision, and the power of -
praycr these steps in the process will contribute to the constitution and construce
tion of an inviting and cfficicnt theological senminary library building,

In such a library for today and tomorrow will be found: 1.) Flexibility,
2,) Easy and quick access to the books wanted, 3.) Plenty of good dependable
light, 4.0 Thc refroshment of good ventilation, 5.) Quict and the opportunity
to rcad undisturbed, 6,) Comfortable, convenicnt furniture. 7,) Secluded roons
and alcovos for serious work, 8,) Charnming, intimate surroundings in other parts
of the building as well as in a browsing room, 9.) A study center for the scrni-
nary as well-appointed in beauty and purpose as the institutionts worship center,

It is almost a truisn to say that such an ideal seminery library building
has not been built, Nevertholess we have come to feel &b Gettysburg that we have
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this proximate objcctive as far as our noeds are concerned, The next century will
be required to test its modernity,
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CIRCULATION AND REFERENCE PROBLEMS

Dy Elizabeth Royer, Librarian
Candler School of Theology, Emory University

When Mr, Beach asked me to pinch hit by leading the discussion for tho work-
shop on circulation and reference problems, he wrote "just talk fron your axpo=
riencd at Emory." That is exactly what this is, an experience meeting in the
hcpe that we nay help cach other in solving our problens,

This discussion will touch on gencral circulation, reserve book and refore
ence préblens as we find thonm at Enmory,

I, What types of materials shall we circulate generally? Obviously books
noke up rost of the goneral circulation, There are always the cneyclopedias,
dictionaries, bibliographics and such books which are automatically made rcfercnce,
What aro we to do with the basic books which arc out of print and for which the
inflationary prices makc general circulation almost prohibitive? Must we make
these books referonce and rostrict their use?

We all have requests from faculty and students both for the circulation of
periodieals, bound and unbound issues, Of course there are some periodicals so
scarce or fragile that, in the interest of their preservation, circulation is un-
thinkable and until they can be microfilmed, their use would be restricted to
research only, We allow our faculty to take bound periodicals to their offices-
which are in the same fire resistant building as the library and they arc there-
fore not subjected to the fire and other hazards which night destréy then in
private hones,

Problems similar to thosc of periodicals face us in the circulation of
serial publications such as reports of the churches, their various branches,
boards and departments, which forn the basic source materiels of thesc churches,

The ciroulation of theses can be solved by requiring the depositing of two
copies in the library allowing the carbon copy of the thesis for inter-lilrary
loan and other circulation,



60,
TUESDAY, JUNB 1 $00 A, M. (Cont.)

II, When the book collection is small, it is sometimes necessary to limit
the number of books which a student may have out at one time, possibly to four
books, This is very hard to check without borrower's cards, As the size of the
collection warrants it, the number of the books borrowed can usually be left to
the diseretion of the student to be reasonable, This holds true also in the num-
ber of books borrowed by members of the faculty,

III, The usual borrowing period for students is fourteen days with the
privilege of one renewal provided there is no request for the book, The general
library at Emory will renew for 48 hours even if there is a request, Practice
varies as to telephone renewals and the presence of the book for renewal., 4s
our students do most of their studying in the library end have classes in the
same building, we do not require the book for remewal as in most cases it can be
brought in later in the day if there is e request for it, :

It is wall to send out overdue notices or to contact the students personally
when the book has been overdue as many as throe days,

We find that all students love a bargain and by charging five cents a day
per book and allowing one-half off for cash when the book is returned, there is
not much trouble collecting fines,

Faculty are usually allowed to borrow a book for a semester or quarter de-
poending on the university calendar and provided there is not a request for the
book, They arc always cooperative in returning a book if a request is roccived
for it, We send out lotters at the end of each quarter stating that we are. checke
ing on the correctness of our records and asking whether the books listed as
charged out to them aro correct and suggesting that they return any they havo
finished and request a rencwal on the others, They have always been most coopera=
tive in this, :

IV, As Mr, Kuhlman so ably pointed out in his discussion of library builde
ings, the handling of reserve books depends on the physical sot-up of thc build-
ing and the size of the library staff., Shall vo or can we have open or closcd
shelves? I am so glad he mentioned that in criticel times, as the examination -~
period or term paper time, reserve books will disappear when students arc dospeww
ate for them, I do not feel so badly in having to admit that such a thigg will
happen, Many of us do not have the ideal sct-up for handling reserves and must
do the best we can, At Emory we hope to have a full time assistant soon who
will be in the reading room 8ll of the time to keep an eye on the little glass
enclosed alcove housing the reserve books to seo that students sign for thceso -
books and roturn them to the desk before leaving the room, It is hard for stue
dents to understand why they must sign for a book which they are not to take from
the room,

It is also hard, but necessary, to maintein quiet in a room used for study,
circulation and refcrenco,

Wo reserve the privilege of restricting the use of reserve books to two at a
time at the critical periods, At other times we allow students to surround theme
selves with books, which they seem to thigk facilitates term paper writing,
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For typing or group.use cf one book we give special permission for teking a
reserve book to some other part of the Theology building, However, meny requests
come in to take reserve bocks for an hour or some such limited period during the
day to the dormitory, student lounge or other comforteble spot. The denger
therc is that they might take a book to class merely to hold for the next vacant
hour if circulation of rcserve books is allowed generally outside the reading -
roon during the day, If a finc is charged for the late return of such borrowing,
students might consider it a rental and worth the price to thus hold the book
not considering the fact that the other fellow could be using it while thoy sit in
class with it,

With the housing situation so critical, the question comes up of how eerly
in the ovening or afternoon reserve books mey be taken for overnight use, Somo
of our studonts, who drove as much as forty miles a day each way to and from
their homes, folt that they could not wait until 8:30 P, M. to take out a reserve
book and were badly hampered in their studying, On the other hand students live
ing on the campus did not feel thet it was fair for off campus students to tzke
the books earlier then they could, We called a student body meeting and threw the
question into open and heated discussion, Finally the students decided that fair
procedure weuld be to allow one book to be taken out at 5 P.M, but if a second
book is desired (our limit is two books for overnight use) it could not be taken
until 8:30 P.M, On Seturday the hours being one book at 1 P,M, and a second at
5 PoM. The hour for return of rescrve books is 8330 the next morning with Sature
day books belng due on Monday morning,

Meany scminaries now have a four day class week to allow ample time for $wo -
hours of outside proparation for each hour in the classroom, What about circule~
tion of rescrve books over the long week end? The students at Emory in a straw
vote expressed the desire for allowing resorves to go out at noon on Friday te
be returned by 8:30 Monday morning, We shall try thet when the new schedule
starts in the fell,

Our finc for the late return of rcsorve books is twenty-five cents por hour
or part of en hour, with one-helf off for cash when the book is returned, It is
most effective,

Ve Meny of us are not privileged to have orientation classes in the use of
the library which are taught for credit, It is very necessary for the librarian
to have at least ono pericd of orientation with the new students each quarter or
semester, Students should be bricfed on the uss of the card catalogue with spee-
ial attention to cross references, anmd to the wealth of information concerning
the book to be found on the catalogue card, such as the dates of the book and its
author, collation, presence of bibliographies, etc, The use of periodienl indcxes
should be called to thoir attention, and subject bibliographies, Encyclopedias
with bibliograsphies at end of each article, dictionaries, poetry indexes, books
of quotations and other such reference books should be mentioned, At Emory where
we use the Library of Congress clasgification, we find it helpful to nake a bricf
comparison with the Dewey classificetion and to ¢xplain just how the books are
shelved by the L. C. classifieation,
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One very delicate reference problem is exactly how much personal help should
be given students in preparing term papers and theses, in running down homiletiw
cal illustrations and writing book reviews upon the assignments of the professores
We can suggest subject headings, subject bibliographies, encyclopedias and other »
reference aids and at tho first request for help should follow up these sugges-
tions to sce whether the student has understood their use and found the necded
information, '

How much time cen wo afford te spend on the outside requests for gencalogis
cel information, historiccl material on individuel churches end such informetion
as people out in the church are constantly socking? Thet is a very delicate situe
ation in a denoninationally connected seminary,

As to inter-librery loens, whether they come under circulation or refercnce
problens, shall we stick closoly to the A,L}A., code? How much borrowing should
we do for our faculty and students? Although we would not use inter-library loan
for reserve books, should we borrow.for students in seminar or directed study
courses or force then to confine themselves to that material which is on hand?

BUSINESS SESSION
SEE APPENDIX A
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In following up the two papors of the morning session, some time was devoted
to a discussion of the questions therein raiscd,

I, MISS NEWHALL!'S REPCRE, Concerning the matter of the more adequate indexe
ing of religious pericdical webterisly Niss Newhall pointed out that seminary
librariens favored by a margin of two to one having a new separate index if -
possible, On the other hand, the public librarians do not desire a scparate imm
dex es this would probably 1lift out titles from tho existing general incexes
which they desire to see continued, The most foasible and likely course at prose-
ent would apnear to be the expanding of an oxisting index (probably the Intornat-
ionel Index) to ineclude more titles,

With rogerd to librarians cooperating in the actuel indexing of materisl,
Miss Newhall questioned this course of action, fecling rather that subject spec-
ielists are more appropriately equipped to do this,

The possibility of a union list of denominational periodicals was montioncd,

An important "lack® cited are the runs of back issues of unindexed religious
Journals, Miss Newhall named several sources of holp in using these resources,
(See bibliography attached to her report.)

In future relatibnships with commercial concerns regarding changes and ine
auguretion of indexes, otc., the judgment was expressed thet our existing come
nittee on religious poriodical indexing should serve es ATLA spokesman, end
should be given a free hand in such relationships,

The Secretary of ATLA was requested to urge the publishers of religious
Journals lacking individuel indexes to prepare and continue such indexcs; also
to encourgge those who issue annuel indexes to prepere curmmlative indexes,

Mr, Ehlert pointed out that some individual foreign periodicels index thome
selves alequately, Mr, Gepp expressed the opinion that eventuelly we would need
to consider the problem of more adequate indexing of foreign periodicals, but
not now,

I1I. MISS ROYER'S PLPER. In the light of the presentation on circulation and
reference prcblems by Miss Royer, several comments from the floor masy be noted
hera,

Mr, Turner reported that at the Joint University Libraries, the librarian
met with the faculty to improve faculty-library acqueintance with library errenge-
ments end resources, Onc useful device used is the preparaticn of subject eards
designating those areas of the classificetion which coincide most closely with
the content of the curriculum. This card file is made available to the students,
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Miscecllaneous experiences in the handling of reserve books were reported upon,

Mr, Sonne urged that we noed te work cut a code of ethics for the use of
litraries,

BUSINESS SESSTON
SEE APPENDIX A
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BUSINESS SESSION - MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 14, 10330 A,M, The following proetem
Constitution Committee was appointed by President Elliott, with instruections to-
bring in recommendations at & subsequent business session: Miss Winifred Eisen-
berg, Kenneth 8, Gapp, and O, Gerald Lawson, Chairman,

BUSINESS SESSION - MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 14, 4300 P,M, In order to predlude
the simultanecus expiretion of terms of all members-atelarge of the Exccutive

Committce, E, F. George proposed that the terms be divided as followss one mem-
ber for one year; two members for two-yoars; and two members for three ycarse
All elections subsequent to this Conference would be for the three year tern,

The following pro-tem Nominating Committee was appointed by President Elliotts
Miss Margarot Ven Reden, Leo T, Crismon, and Enos E, Dowling, Chairman,

BUSINESS SESSION - TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 15, 11100 A.M,

I - The Constitution Committee presented its report as follows:

(1)-=There shall be no change in the memborship qualifications as alreedy
provided for in the Constitution, VOTED,

(2)--As an additional By-law, it was proposed thet "five members et
large on the Executive Committee are elected for a period of throe

- yeers, or until their successors are elected," VOTED,

{3)-~It was proposed that Mthe instructions of the.Association regard-
ing the fnethod of election to initiate the three year term of office
shall be followed and thereafter this By-lew shall be null and void,"
¢This statement refers to the plan, this year, for election of one
nember for one year, two for two years, and two for three years, as
presented in the Mondey efternoon business session.y VGIED.

(4)==It was rocommended that the tentative Constitution adopted et
Louisville be ratified, incorporeting the changes indicated under
pcints 1, 2, and 3 ebove, VOTED,

II, - The folldwing report of the Nominating Committee was presented, and
the individuals so named were unanimously electeds

Prosident - L. R, Elliott, Librarian, Southwestern Baptist Thoological
Seninery .
Vice-President - Miss Lucy W, Merkley, Librarian, Union Theological
- Seminary (New York )
Segretary « Robert F, Beach, Librarian, Gerrett Biblical Institute
Ireasurer - Jay Stillson Judah, Librerien, Pacific School of Religion

Qther pembers of the Executive Committes: '

1l year = E, F, George, Librarian, Evangelical Seminary, Neperville
2 yearse 0, Gerald Lewson, Librarian, Drew Theclogical Seminary; Miss
- Evah Ostrander, Librarian, Chicago Theological Seninary :
3 years~ Miss Dorothea Conrad, Librarien, Evangelical Theological Semine
ary, Cepital University; Leo T, Crismon, Librarian, Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary,
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cBresident Walter N, Roberts of Bonebrake Theological Senminary is clso
e member of the Bxecutive Cormittee, as the official representative of
the AATS.q

III, The following special projects and areas werc presented as those nost-
worthy of committce study and action during tho forthcoming year, and worc unanie
mously approveds

(1) Comsideration of the possibilitics of a program of study for library-
theologicel training, in line with the recommondations of Dr, Gappls
roport, A further responsibility in this comnoction would be the
study of tho sotting up of persomncl standards in individual librarics,

(2) Roligious periodieal indexing

(3) Cataloging and classification

(4) Poriodical exchenge (with ondorscmont of trdal of Mr, Judah's plan)

(8) Mestor list of rosearch studics in religion

(6) Extension library scrvice, particularly as cnvisaged in Dr. Brirn's
paper

(7) Library buildings and equipment

cIn éddition, the Secretary was instructed to serve as a contimuing -
liaison person in relation to the problen of the re-issue of out-of-
print religious bocks.,

IV, With regard to the expenditurc of Association funds, the Exccutive
Cormittec was asked to serve as guide in the matter,

V. The following Resolutions Cormittee was appointeds; Leo T. Crismon,
Jay S. Judah, and BE, F, George, Chairmen,

VI. Mre Ernest M. White presented the Troasurer'!s Report, as followss

RECEIPTS: 1947 Conference registration $ 55400

Membership dues 537.00

Sale of 1947 PROCEEDINGS 12,00

Miscellaneous 290 $604,490
DISBURSEMENTS: Postage, stationeries, otc, 9 96434

1947 PROCEEDINGS 85.00

Out-of-print questionnaircs 5,00

Periodical index questionnaires 6,00

Bank charges e 88 2 0he22

Balance on hand, June 13, 1948 $410,68
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VII. Mr. Ernest M. White, es Chairnan of the Membership Comnittee, gave
the following report of the work of his Committee, and of the present state of
the nembership:

The Membership Committee is heppy to submit the following membership totals
for this, the initial, year of the Agerican Theological Library Associations
Active memberships, 8&; Associate memberships, 5; Institutional memberships, 72,

A speciel offort was made to procure institutional memberships from the
libraries of senineries already belonging to the American Association of Thcolog-
ical Schools, Out of a possible 94 memberships, besides the schools in Canada,
72 wore obtained, This rapresents over 76 por cent of the total possibilities,
and it is our hope that the second yocer of ouwr organization will reaslize a 100
per cent membership in this category,

Clara L. Byers
Robert F, Beach
Ernest M, White, Chairman

CONCLUDING BUSINESS SESSION -~ TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 15, 3:30 P,M,

I, Tho reoport of the Resolutions Committee was approved, as here given:

Whereag, thc ATLA has again been highly stimulated by the papers presented
at this its sccond session:

Be it resclved, that we thank those who heve contributed reports and papers,
and the cormittces that they ropresent, for the high guelity of their work in
advaneing theological librarienship, and for the excecllent stimuletion they have
given to continue with this progress,

Whereas, rmch time has been devoted to the interest of theolorical librerians
on the part of the officers and the cormmittes members of the American Theological
Library Associations

Be it resolved, that we express appreciation to Dr, L. R, Elliott, the presie
dent; Mr, Robert F. Beach, sceretary; Mr, Ernest M, White, trecasurer; and to the
nembers of the Executive Cormittee,

Whereas, our nmectings have been greatly inspired by the prosence in our
nidst of membors of the American Association of Theologicel Schools present for
their bienniel session to follews

Be it resolved, that we express our deep rogard for the purposes and services
of AAT8 and gratefully recognize their interest in theological librarics as exe
pressed in their proposed agenda for the coming bienniun,

Whereas, President Walter N, Roberts and his staff of colleagues have so
splendidly ministered to all our physical and social needs: _
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Be it resolved that we greatly apprcciate their kindness and efficiency, and
we will retain the finest of memories of the pleesant hours spent at Bonocbrake
Theological Seminary,

Respectfully submitted,

L., T, Crismon
J‘ a Judah
E. F, George, Chairman

II, Appointment of the following special cormittees was made by President
Elliotts
Personncl: O, Gerald Lawson, Chairman; Kenneth S, Gapp, John H, Scammon

Religious Feriodical Indexing: Jannette E, Newhall, Chairmen; (other members
to be designated,

Cataloging and Classifications ILucy W, Merkley, Chairman; Leo T. Crismon,

(other members to be designated,

Periodical Exchange:s Evah Ostrander, Chairmen; Winifred Eisenberg, J. Still-
son Judah, Margarct Van Raden

Mester List of Research Studies in Religion: Niels H. Somne, Chairmon; (other
menbers to be designated,

Extension Librery Services Henry M, Brirm, Chairmen; Mrs, Grace Toague,
(other members tc be designated,)

Librery Buildines and Bquipment: Herbert H. Schmidt, Chairmen; Frod D,
Gealy, (other members to be designated,)

III. Concerning the time and place of future mectings, it was felt that at
least for the near future, ATLA should meet in conjunction with AATS (i.es in
1950), For 1949, it was rccommended that the annual necting of ATLA bo errenged
in the central part of the country at least two days preceding, or two days fol-
lowing the annual Confercnce of the American Library Association,

IV, It was roved that the financing of the special committec projects be
reforred to the Executive Committee, with power., VOTED,

V. It was recomnended to include President Elliottts eddress to AATS in
the Proceedings of this Conference,

CONFERENCE ;:DJOURNED
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GEALY, FRED D. Director, Library, Perkins School of Theology, Dallas,
Texas
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Dayton, Ohio, June 15, 1948

by

L. R, Elliott, Librarian
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Fort Worth, Texas



SEMINARY LIBRARIES AND THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION
I. Background.

Shortly before the first World War a student entered a school of
theology, a member of this Association from its beginning. The professors
were scholars and teachers of renown. The school had a large enrollment
and was well established. It possessed an ample library. The student
remembers the teachers, the classes and some of the textbooks. Of the
library he recalls only two or three timorous visits, which had no cur-
riculum related purpose. The teaching method was based on textbooks and
professora! lectures. The library had little relation to the students!
learning processes.

This experience represents the kind of teaching which was normal
in the United States through the first quarter of the present century.
In 1926, Charles B. Shaw, discussing the weakness of the library's function
in accredited colleges, said, M™imong the leading universities and colleges
of the country there are no officially established and enforced regulations
concerning metters vital to the well being of their libraries. Other
factors in academic life have this protective legislation. But the li-
brarian and his staff may be professionally inadequate; the staff may be
insufficient in number; all may be overworked and underpaid. The book
collection may be pitifully small, unsuited ti the legitimate demands made
upon it, and growing at only a snail's pace.®

During the following years this condition began to change. The
periodical articles on library improvement which are a trickle in the twene
ties became a stream in the thirties and forties, Since 1930, the Education
Index lists more than a hundred articles on college libraries, most of which
stress the new awareness of the library's importance to higher education.

The first World War turned back in large measure the flow to German
universities of American graduate students. This gave the American univer-
sities a new stimulus to strengthen their graduate schools which affected
their libraries and those of other institutions.

The college surveys conducted during the twenties and thirties
focused fresh attention on the libraries, revealing inadequacies and suggest-
ing improvements. In 1937-38 Dr. Harvie Branscomb directed the survey of
the Lssociation of American Colleges. It was a cooperative effort, nation=
wide in scope. The results were published by the director in his now well-
known and oft quoted work, "Teaching With Books."™ It contains much that
is pertinent to theological library problems.

The accrediting associations during this period revised their
library standards in the direction of quality of resources and extent of
use by teachers and students. From the Middle States Association in 1937,

1Library Journal 51:77-79 Ja 15 1926.




"It cannot be too strongly urged that the library is the heart of any higher
educational institution, The very first consideration is the degree to which
the books it possesses support and supplement the instruction it offers and
the extent to which both faculty and students actually use such books. The
Commission will insist above all else that a college library shall not be a
repository. The modern college cannot justify itself without a library
which gives evidence of constant and productive use.®l 4nd from the Southern
association in 1942, "During the past two decades, the major interest in
college libraries has been in their growth, in suitable buildings, and in
librarians technicelly trained. A4t present, the prime concern of college
teachers, librarians, and administrators is in the effective integration

of the library with the teaching processes. The achievement of such inte-
gration calls for a clarificgtion of the functions of the college library

and for continuous planning and cooperation on the part of the administration,
faculty, and a qualified litrary staff."® This preamble is followed by a
well analyzed discussion of the gervices to be expected of the modern

college library.

II. Definition.

What is the basis for the educational function of the library? In
brief it is this: A4 student whose curriculum requires extensive reading,
under faculty guidance, of the important literature of each subject will
be better trained than the student who is required only to stand examina-
tions on textbook assignments and professor's lectures. If this thesis is
accepted then the library must be regarded as an educational more than an
administrative unit; it must bear an important share with the faculty in
the totel educational program offered the students; the professional members
of the library staff must be regarded as educators, their professional
qualifications and the character of their service justifying such recognition.

This thesis is the inspiration for the extensive literature to whioch
reference has been made. The following extracts are representative.
R. G. Sproul, ®i librarian should be more than a keeper of books; he should
be an educator. The library is the heart of the university. No other
division of the university articulates with all departments of instruction
and research on the educational side, and certainly no department can rank
with the library, which conserves and makes available the thought and
capitalizes the experience of all mankind. It is indeed far more than a
department; it is the common meeting ground and unifying influence for
all departments. The intellectual growth and vitality of every school and
every division, of every professor and every student depends on the vitality
of the library.®3 William W. Bishop, "The proper integration of the college
library with college instruction, its work of producing those results at
which the college aims, is a matter for most careful study. Precisely
those colleges which have developed strong libraries in immediate and

louoted by Carl M. White in The Educational Record. 20:62 Ja 1939.

Southern Lssociation Quarterly. 6:468-71 N 1942.
3School and Societye 32:343-50 S 13 '30.




carefully planned aid of instruction are those which have spent liberally
on their libraries, not money alone but much conscientious thinking.nl

Guy E. Snavely, "This college president looks upon a college librarian as

a teaching colleague. In a way the librariesn, like the dean, the registrar,
the bursar, the purchasing agent and the president himself, is an administra-
tive officer. Unlike these other officers, the librarian is, however, more
intimately connected with the teaching phase of the college than with admin-
istration « « « it is most desirable that the librarian be of more value as
a teacher than as an administrator.®® Henry M. Wriston, %.side from the
faculty, the most important single instrument of instruction in the college
is its library. The character of the library and the temper and methods

of its administration have much to do with the liberal quality of the edu~
cation the students achieve., Amidst all the talk of tests and measurement,
few objective indices of the reality of liberal learning are as suggestive
or as reliable as the figures kept by the college librarien."3 J. Periam
Denton, "So long as courses were taught with the aid of a single textbook,
from which a given number of pages were assigned each day, the function

of the library remained negligible; but as soon as it became a recognized
educational axiom that a dozen or fifty textbooks were better than one and
that it wes educationally sounder for students to consult and digest a
variety of sources than to be limited to the knowledge and opinions of a
single writer, the library began to play a prominent and indispensable role. "4

"This library trend is developing in the lower grades of education
as well as in higher education. Many high schools today have better libraries
and make more use of them than did colleges a generation ago. This means
that in the future an increasing number of seminary students will have come
through secondary and collegiate institutions where the educational program
emphasizes the library as an instructional agency. They will have become
accustomed to the use of many books in meeting their course requirements.
When such students enter the seminary they will expect to find similar
methods in use. If, instead, they find course work based on text book
assignments and classroom lectures, they will experience a sense of dis-
appointment and frustration and the seminary will suffer loss of prestige
and a diminishing ability to render its meximum educational service."

In the colleges and universities the new emphasis on the library is
especially operative in the humanities and the social sciences. The
gseminary curriculum lies in these areas. The experience of other institue
tions of higher education will be found equally velid in schools of theology.
Some seminary courses may be better managed by the lecture and one or
several textbooks. But for most of the work the library method is superior.

"Take, for example, the subject of hermeneutics. Instead of the
class passing a memory test on the contents of a textbook, let the teacher -

1pulletin of the hssociation of Lmerican Colleges. 23:191-2 My 1937.
21bid. p. 344 N 1937,
31bid. p. 357.

4Journal of Higher Education. 8:379 0 1937.
5L. R. Elljott, "The Function of the Library in Theological Education."

Southern Baptist College News and Views. 11:19-21 F 1947.
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outline historically end topically the entire field at the beginning of

the course. Let the class spend the remesinder of the time in the library
getting acquainted with the literature of the various schools of Biblical
interpretation--the Jewish literal and ellegorical; the Christian typo-
logical, allegorical, dogmatic, and the modern historico-criticel, with
much reading of the litersture, such as the Talmud, the Greek and Latin
fathers and the leasding post-Reformation expositors. Let the teacher hold
occasional conference periods with the class in the library to give them
guidance as they progress. A4t the conclusion of the course let the students
with free access to all material used prepasre a paper which will show their
understanding of the subject end its relation to their life work as inter-
preters of the Scriptures.

"Teaching with books is valid because it makes the student a seeker
for knowledge rather than a recipient of knowledge. The old method
emphasizes teaching, places the major responsibility on the teacher and
leaves the student in & passive attitude. The newer method emphasigzes
learning, places more responsibility on the student, and creates in his
mind an active attitude toward his work. In the classroom students
unconsciously hold the teacher largely responsible for their academic
progress. In the library the student is on his own responsibility. There
he must reach out, take hold, evaluate and assimilate by his own effort.
How can a preacher hope to interpret in all its richness the New Testament
if he has not become familiar with the large body of new material that
records what is now known of the life and thought of the Graeco-Roman
world. 4nd how can he know such meterial unless he has made extensive use
of it in the pursuit of his New Testament courses ?"2

"The test of educational effectiveness is not the degree of knowl-
edge exhibited by the professort's lectures but how much and how well the
student learns. Teaching ability consists far more in transferable enthusiasm
then in stored erudition. The Greeks understood this when they derived the
verb Z4iS¢ire;, to teach, from the causative stem of &£ (., 5 I know.
Teaching is caué%hg to know. The purpose of the educative process is not
primarily to store the mind with factual knowledge, although knowledge is
power, but to train the mind to reflective thinking and critical judgment,
to condition the mind to functional maturity, to grow in wisdom. In an
ample collection of great books the student acquires a consciousness of the
essential unity of the race, a sense of historical continuity end of the
moral quality and divine centrality of the universe, the ewareness that
through the ages one increasing purpose runs--the eternal purpose of God
in Christ Jesus."3

ITI. Implementation

If seminary libraries are to make teaching with books a reslistic
experience in theologicel education certain practical measures must be

11bid., p. 20.
2Ibid., p. 20.

3Ibid., p. 20.



adopted. First of all the proper authority in each school must agree that
such use of the library is educationally valid and must adopt a definite
program for implementing their decision. The items on this program will
vary from school to school but in general will include budgetery provisions,
adequate staff; book resources, service activities, technical operations,
building, and equipment. Each of these items is important and needs careful
consideration.

The responsibility for this implementation rests on three groups.
They ers the librarien and his chief assistants, the faculty, and the
administration.

The librarian must possess educationel skill if he is to meke the
library a vital part of the seminary's instruction. He must have the point
of view and ability of a scholar if he is to cooperate with scholarly
teachers. He must comprehend the methods of teaching and the learning
problems of the undergradvates. He must know the ccntent of the curriculum
and understand its aims. fAnd graduate work in his seminary will be seriously
hindered unless he knows the materizls and processes of research.

The librarian must also be a good supervisor. How much of the
technical detail he personally manages will depend on the size of the
institution, the number of his professional assistants, and whether the
administration emphasizes the educational or housekeeping side of his office.

The faculty bear a greeter responsibility. To a large extent their
attitude will determine the value of the library's contribution to the
students! education. The best results are achieved when a full and cordial
measure of cooperation exists between teachers and librarians.

Such faculty cooperation will issue from the conviction that no
student achieves competence in a subject if he does not know the literature
of the subject; that the teacher's lectures, however learned, are not the
limit of the students! efforts but should stimulete ‘and guide the student
to meke his own mastery of the literature of the field. 1in contrast with
this attitude is the professor who spends most of the time lesturing and
requires the class to read only his own book, or one subataniially agreeing
with his views. Under such a teacher the student is robbed of his intellectual
birthright. & teacher misuses his acedemic authority if he makes it the
end rather than the means of the students! learning efforts.

& certain college professor, eminent as a successful teacher, says,

- 9T furnish the librarian with select reading lists for each of the importent
topics studied in each of my courses. These are specific references to
chapters, and the catalogue number is on the margin so that the student can
secure the book readily. :

#T constantly keep before the more serious students the necessity
of reading oneself into a subject and not depending merely on text or
lectures. We have all too little of the type of extensive independent
reading for mastery of a subject that is done by the students in the English
universities. Our point of view is usually artificial--'Do this collateral



80 as to pass this course.! To the English student, it is rather a matter
of mature reading under guidance for insight and grasp of the subject. tk

& well known theological teacher has recently made this luminous
contribution, ". .« . & theological seminary should be judged by its library
and the use made of it by students and faculty . . . the seminary library
is an integral part of the students’ education . . . the issue is between
instruction in a classroom, with its assignment of relstive readings, and
the inspiration of the student to become a scholer in his own right through
the resources which the library supplies, under the careful guidance of a
professor-guide. The latter method will certainly imply that the professor
will lecture; and it will imply that the classroom will have its place.

But the center of gravity will be the truth, and the student will be thrown
upon his own responsibility as he is wisely guided to the sources of a
subject. A4 student should not be made responsible to a course or to a
professor, but to himself, and to the subject."™® This means taking the
library out of the margin snd placing it at the center of the curriculum.
It means raising the librarian above the level of a glorified clerk and
bringing him into the program of instruction. On this basis the teachers
will teke the librarian into their confidence, will habitually consult him
in developing their courses and will cooperate with him in plans for
improving the library and its service.

Upon the administration rests the greastest responsibility for the
character and functioning of the library. ®ictive cooperation between the -
faculty and library steff under strong administrative guidance is an abso-
lutely necessary basis for developing the latent possibilities of the library
in aid of . « « teaching."> The Southern association expects the presidents
of its colleges to provide adequate financial support, lead in defining the
kind of library needed, provide a qualified librarian, bring him into vital
relation with the educational program, and to insist on the adequacy of the
library's resources.4 Lnother authority specifically urges, "that the 1li.
brary must come first in the thinking of the college administrator for
without this basic tool of modern education, the finest buildings, the most
competent faculty, and the most rigorously selected student body are rendered
to a great measure helpless. The faculty cannot teach, and the students
cannot learn without books. A4nd they must be the proper books, in sufficient
numbers, adequately housed, efficiently administered, skillfully interpreted.
Library costs, therefore, are among the first costs of the college, If
they cannot be met, monies spent otherwise may be largely wasted. 9

The library minded administrator will bring the librarien into
proper institutional relations. The latter should have entire asuthority
over the library, responsible only to the head of the school. &4 faculty

1Carl M. White, The Educational Record. 20:73 Ja '39.

2Elmer G. Homrighausen, "The Use of the Library in Preparing Students
for the Perish Ministry.® Princeton Seminary Bulletin. 11:13-17 Summer 1947.

3W. W. Bishop, "The College Library and College Teaching." Bulletin
of the association of American Collegese 23:192 My 1937.

4southern hssociation Quarterly. op. cit.

W. M. Randall and F. L. D. Goodrich, Principles of College Library
&dministration. Second Edition, 1941, p. 10.



library committee will be advisory and not executive. The librarian and his
professional assistants will be accorded faculty status as to salary, rank,
vacations, and retirement by the same or similar academic stendards that
govern the status of the teaching staff. The librarian should be sppointed
to those faculty committees that consider curricular questions and research
programs. Such arrangements are not made to compliment the librarian but
they ere necessary if the library functions as a vital instructional agency.

Conclusion

The foregoing discussion is an effort to digest and interpret the
extensive literature now available on the educctional function of the li-
brery. The authorities quoted end those cited in the appended bibliography
are eminent leaders in .merican education. although they speek in terms of the
college and university library their principles readily apply to seminary
libraries.

The members of the Lmerican Theological Library Lssociation are grate-
ful for the friendly recognition contained in the invitation of the hmerican
hssociation of Theologicel Schools to present this discussion on its 1948
program. They appreciate the many generous encouragements that have come
from individual presidents and deans supporting their organization for more
effective library service to theological education.

Some of our librarians are asking, "ihat is an adequate library?
What is edequate financial support? What is adequate management and equip-
ment?" These questions arise because the librarians earnestly desire to
raise the standards of librarianship and library service. They do not expect
quantitative rules concerning a subject that is essentially qualitative in
character but they could wish that paragraph 5 on the "Library" in the
"Standards for Accrediting" might be expanded and mede more circumstantial
so as to give larger guidance for library development.

You hgve already agreed to maeke a study of your libraries during
1948-50. We hope this study will become a thorough survey of the libraries,
securing competent survey leadership, investigating all aspects of the
libraries and their relation to theological instruction, taking sufficient
time to acquire all pertinent data and preparing a report that will receive
recognition for its thorough analysis and sound conclusions. We are ready
to cooperate with you. We have discussed such a survey and we believe the
financial support and survey leadership can be found if the project is cast
in large dimensions. We believe its results will strengthen theological
education.

& Christian ministry spiritually dynamic end intellectually competent
is tremendously needed by this homogenized age. The future success of our
theological schools in training such a ministry will incressingly depend on
meking seminary libraries real teaching instruments. They must be furnished
with every element necessary to make them such instruments because without
them high standerds of instruction cannot be maintained. The teacher of
Christian theology and the seminery librery are among the first of those
means for sttaining thet sublime objective--"e shall know the truth and the
truth shall make you free,?
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