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Introduction to Cataloging	 Library Juice Academy
An introduction to the tools and technique of cataloging, including RDA, subject cataloging, and MARC.
April 2-7, 2018						     $175
http://libraryjuiceacademy.com/005-intro-cataloging.php			 

Using MarcEdit	  Library Juice Academy
Covering both basic functionality as well as more sophisticated uses, such as regular expressions and creating MARC records 
from vendor spreadsheet, this course is appropriate for both new and experienced users of MarcEdit.
June 4-29, 2018						     $175
http://libraryjuiceacademy.com/180-MarcEdit.php			 
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TESTIMONY

The San Miguel Library:  A Bicultural Library in a Bicultural Town

I hadn’t expected it to be a busman’s holiday. I had run off for a week to San Miguel de Allende, Mexico, in hopes of sorting 
out some personal issues and properly grieving for my recently departed dad. In short, I just needed to get away from it all — 
to be still and quiet. But I had heard that San Miguel’s public library had some spectacular murals on its ceilings and walls. 
Surely, I thought, it wouldn’t upset my serenity to stroll over there and take a peek. I ended up visiting the library three times, 
spending hours taking photos, and interviewing librarians.

A Unique Design

Although the front of the building says Biblioteca Pública (“Public Library”), 
the library’s official, legal name is Biblioteca Pública de San Miguel de Allende, 
A.C. The “A.C.” means Asociación Civil, meaning a not-for-profit. 

The library is situated around a central courtyard where people can sit and 
read at umbrellaed tables — even on a rainy day, which it was when I 
first visited. From the courtyard, visitors can stroll through a wide, covered 
portico — U-shaped and lined with columns — into the book rooms. 

The portico itself functions as a multi-purpose people space with benches, 
long tables with chairs, and small, two-person tables. Some of the activities 
going on there on a random summer day were: teenagers chattering 
animatedly, students studying quietly, a woman teaching English to a 
middle-aged man, and two artists selling their paintings and handcrafts.

Besides the book rooms, the library has a bookstore, a restaurant, a room 
for programs and presentations, a theater for performances, and a cut-rate 
shopping space. It wasn’t long before I laid eyes on the much-heralded 
murals.

Just to the left of the entrance, one’s eyes are irresistibly drawn to a luscious 
palette of reds, oranges, and sepia tones — the ceiling and walls of the 
bookstore. When the bookstore manager told me the artist’s name, I was 
momentarily confused — was it Jacques-Louis David? or Leonardo da 
Vinci? In fact, it was Mexican artist David Leonardo, whose murals also 

adorn the Sala Quetzal, one of the library's presentation spaces.
Expats Open a Library

San Miguel’s library reflects its community. The town itself is thoroughly bicultural, with American, Canadian, and European 
expatriates a part of the local ambience. After World War II, San Miguel’s Instituto Allende attracted many former soldiers 
seeking an education on the GI bill. (It was an approved institution by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.) Many 
veterans stayed; meanwhile, artists began drifting into San Miguel (including, at various times, Diego Rivera and Frida 

The central courtyard.

A private English class in the open-air portico.


