
aloging
T
C
B

heology
at

ulletin  

AUGUST 2020
VOL. 28,  NO. 3





AUGUST 2020: VOL. 28, NO. 3
 ISSN 1548-8497

JOURNAL INFORMATION 

Theology Cataloging Bulletin (TCB), a publication 
of Atla, is published in January, April, August, and 
October. It contains information about new and 
changed Library of Congress Subject Headings 
(LCSH) and Library of Congress Classification (LCC) 
numbers compiled from the Library of Congress’s 
monthly lists, upcoming training opportunities, 
bibliographies of recently published articles, and 
other information of interest to religion/theology 
catalogers. Each issue also contains a column en-
titled "Testimony," which is a first-person narrative 
of an experience, project, or training of interest to 
the technical services community.

TCB is an open access journal published under 
a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 
License (CC BY-NC 4.0 International). Content that 
is produced by the Library of Congress and re-
printed in TCB is in the public domain as a work 
of the federal government. Authors of the "Testi-
mony" column retain copyright to their work and 
grant to Atla the exclusive first publication, display, 
and distribution rights in the work. All other con-
tent is copyright Atla subject to the Creative Com-
mons license. 

Cover image: Photo by Janneke Staaks, repro-
duced under the terms of a CC BY-NC 2.0 license.

EDITORIAL BOARD

Cynthia Snell, Columbia International University, 
Editor-in-Chief
Anna Appleman, Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Contributing Editor
Christa M. Strickler, Wheaton College,  
Contributing Editor

SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Submissions should be according to the guidelines 
and instructions.

Contact the editor-in-chief for any questions 
about submissions to the News or Testimony col-
umns.

PUBLISHER INFORMATION

© Atla
300 S. Wacker Drive
Suite 2100
Chicago, IL  60606-6701
connect@atla.com

http://www.atla.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
mailto:https://www.flickr.com/photos/jannekestaaks/14391226325/?subject=
 https://serials.atla.com/tcb/about/submissions
 https://serials.atla.com/tcb/about/submissions
mailto:cindy.snell%40me.com?subject=TCB%20Submissions
https://www.atla.com/learning-engagement/resources-for-librarianship/atla-open-press/
mailto:connect%40atla.com?subject=


NEW AND CHANGED LC SUBJECT HEADINGS AND 
OTHER TERMS

LC Headings from March–May 2020 Lists
compiled by Christa M. Strickler
page 1

NEW AND CHANGED LC CLASSIFICATION NUMBERS

LCC from March–May 2020 Lists
compiled by Christa M. Strickler
page 7

NEWS

Professional Development Opportunities
compiled by Cynthia Snell
page 14

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Metadata
compiled by Anna Appleman
page 15

Collection Management
compiled by Anna Appleman
page 16

TESTIMONY

Management of Concurrent DDA and EBA eBook 
Programs, or, Adventures in Deduplication for  
Acquistitions
Christina Torbert
page 17

Table of Contents



1

NE W A ND CH A NGED LC SUBJEC T HE A DINGS A ND OT HER T ERMS

LC Headings from March 2020–May 2020 Lists
compiled by Christa M. Strickler

The new headings listed here reflect the most recent information available at the time of publica-
tion. Items in this list were selected from 2020 list numbers 3 (March 16), 4 (April 17), and 5 (May 
15).

SUBJECT HEADINGS
150 Anglo-Israelism    [sp 85005078 ]

450 UF British-Israelism ADD FIELD  
550 BT Jews DELETE FIELD  
550 BT Jews--Identity ADD FIELD

150 Arabic alphabet--Religious aspects    [sp2020000032]

150 Arabic alphabet--Religious aspects--Islam    [sp2020000031]

150 Arachne (Greek mythology) CANCEL HEADING    [sp 92002371 ]
682 This authority record has been deleted because the subject heading is covered by 

the name heading Arachne (Greek mythological character) (DLC)nb2019012893 
 
150 Arachne (Greek mythology) in literature CANCEL HEADING    [sp2007008663]

682 This authority record has been deleted because the heading is replaced by the 
heading Arachne (Greek mythological character)--In literature, a heading for which 
a subject authority record is not made because it uses a free-floating subdivision.

150 Baal (Canaanite deity) CANCEL HEADING    [sp 85010714 ]
682 This authority record has been deleted because the subject heading is covered by 

an identical name heading (DLC)no2020002712

150 Bible plays, French    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2019102761]
450 UF French Bible plays
550 BT French drama

 
150 Bible stories, Cebuano    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2017003031]

450 UF Cebuano Bible stories

150 Buddhist monasteries--Reconstruction    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2020001003]
450 UF Reconstruction of Buddhist monasteries

 550 RT Buildings--Repair and reconstruction
 

Christa M. Strickler is Associate Professor of Library Science at Wheaton College.
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150 Cadmus (Greek mythology) CANCEL HEADING    [sp 87000231 ]
682 This authority record has been deleted because the subject heading is covered by 

the name heading Cadmus (Greek mythological character) (DLC)no2020006848

150 Church conference centers--North Carolina    [sp2019103632]

150 Church school principals    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2019103586]
450 UF Principals, Church school  
550 BT School principals

150 Closure (Rhetoric) in the Qurʼan    [sp2020000785]
  
150 Eruv in art    [Not Subd Geog]    [sp2016001921]
  
150 Ex-Orthodox Jews    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2019102515]

450 UF Formerly Orthodox Jews  
450 UF Off-the-derech Jews  
450 UF Off-the-derekh Jews  
550 BT Jews  
550 RT Orthodox Judaism

   
151 Foce del Sele Site (Italy)    [sp 95003517 ]

451 UF Sanctuary of Hera at Foce del Sele Site (Italy) ADD FIELD
451 UF Santuario di Hera alla Foce del Sele Site (Italy) ADD FIELD
451 UF Santuario di Hera Argiva alla Foce del Sele Site (Italy) ADD FIELD

  
150 Followership--Religious aspects    [sp2019103587]
  
150 Goddesses, Russian    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2020000510]

450 UF Russian goddesses
  
150 Hermione (Greek mythology) CANCEL HEADING    [sp 97001368 ]

682 This authority record has been deleted because the subject heading is covered by 
the name heading Hermione (Greek mythological character) (DLC)no2020017726

  
150 Hostility (Psychology)--Religious aspects    [sp2015000650]

150 Hostility (Psychology)--Religious aspects--Islam    [sp2015000651]
 
150 Jesus Christ--Apparitions and miracles--Mexico    [sp2020000680]

150 Justice in the Hadith    [sp2016000566]
550 BT Hadith
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110 Kanuga (N.C.)    [sp2019103568]
550 BT Church conference centers--North Carolina

150 Libraries and addicts    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2020000256]
053 Z711.92.A28  
450 UF Addicts and libraries  
450 UF Libraries--Services to addicts
450 UF Library services to addicts  
450 UF Public libraries--Services to addicts  
550 BT Addicts

150 Libraries and children    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2020000564]
450 UF Children and libraries
450 UF Libraries--Services to children
450 UF Library services to children
450 UF Public libraries--Services to children
550 BT Children

150 Minos (Legendary character) CANCEL HEADING    [sp 94005085 ]
682 This authority record has been deleted because the subject heading is covered by 

the name heading Minos (Greek mythological character) (DLC)nb2020000354
 
150 Mizrahim    [May Subd Geog]    [sp 85070504 ]

450 UF Arab Jews ADD FIELD
450 UF Jewish Arabs ADD FIELD
450 UF Jews, Arab ADD FIELD

150 Muslim superheroes    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2019103593]
450 UF Islamic superheroes
550 BT Superheroes

150 Navi (The Hebrew word)    [sp2020000106]
450 UF Nābîʼ (The Hebrew word)  
550 BT Hebrew language--Etymology

150 Neoliberalism--Religious aspects--Catholic Church    [sp2020000155]

150 Nuns' writings, Spanish    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2019103644]
450 UF Spanish nuns' writings  
550 BT Spanish literature

150 Orthodox Judaism    [May Subd Geog]    [sp 85095789 ]
450 UF Judaism, Orthodox DELETE FIELD  
550 RT Ex-Orthodox Jews ADD FIELD
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150 Paleography, Akkadian    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2020000039]
450 UF Akkadian paleography

 
150 Personalism--Religious aspects    [sp2019103588]

150 Personalism--Religious aspects--Islam    [sp2020000675]

150 Proselytizing--Law and legislation    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2019103646]
550 BT Religious law and legislation

150 Revivalism (Afro-Caribbean religion)    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2020000291]
053 BL2532.R48  
450 UF Revival (Afro-Caribbean religion)  
550 BT Afro-Caribbean cults
680 Here are entered works treating collectively the syncretic Afro-Caribbean religious 

movement stemming from the Jamaican Great Revival of 1860-1861 and works for 
which the individual Revivalist religion cannot be identified. Works on individual 
Revivalist religions are entered under the specific religion.

150 Russo-Turkish War, 1828-1829--Monuments    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2020000799]

150 Russo-Turkish War, 1828-1829--Monuments--Russia (Federation)    [sp2020000800]

110 Saint John's Residence Hall (New York, N.Y.)    [sp2020000063]
410 UF Saint John’s Hall (New York, N.Y.)  
410 UF St. John’s Hall (New York, N.Y.)  
410 UF St. John's Residence Hall (New York, N.Y.)  
550 BT College buildings--New York (State)  
550 BT Dormitories--New York (State)

150 Sarasvatī (Hindu deity) CANCEL HEADING    [sp 85117488 ]
682 This authority record has been deleted because the subject heading is covered by 

an identical name heading (DLC)no2020029712

150 Sarasvatī (Hindu deity) in literature CANCEL HEADING    [sp 94008581 ]
682 This authority record has been deleted because the heading is replaced by the 

heading Sarasvatī (Hindu deity)--In literature, a heading for which a subject au-
thority record is not made because it uses a free-floating subdivision.

150 Sex change (Jewish law) CHANGE HEADING
150 Gender transition (Jewish law)    [sp2007009502]

450 UF Sex change (Jewish law) [Former heading]
550 BT Jewish law

150 Signs and symbols--Religious aspects--Revivalism (Afro-Caribbean religion)    
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[sp2020000294]
   
150 Sikhism and culture    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2016001466]

053 BL2018.5.C85
450 UF Culture and Sikhism
550 BT Culture

   
150 Shofet (The Hebrew word)    [sp2019102888]

550 BT Hebrew language--Etymology

150 Shoter (The Hebrew word)    [sp2019102889]
550 BT Hebrew language--Etymology

  
110 Temple of Artemis (Sardis)    [sp2020000644]

410 UF Artemis, Temple of (Sardis)
550 BT Temples--Turkey
551 BT Turkey--Antiquities

  
110 Temple of Minerva Medica (Rome, Italy)    [sp2019103297]

410 UF Esquiline Pavilion (Rome, Italy)  
410 UF Minerva Medica, Tempio di (Rome, Italy)  
410 UF Tempio di Minerva Medica (Rome, Italy)  
551 BT Italy--Antiquities  
550 BT Temples--Italy

 
150 Thanatos (Greek deity) CANCEL HEADING    [sp 98002397 ]

682 This authority record has been deleted because the subject heading is covered by 
an identical name heading (DLC)no2020015785

150 Tila, Señor de    [sp2020000571]
450 UF Cristo de Tila  
450 UF Señor de Tila  
450 UF Tila, Cristo de  
500 BT Jesus Christ--Apparitions and miracles--Mexico  
500 BT Jesus Christ--Cult--Mexico

 
150 Vajrakīlaya (Buddhist deity) CANCEL HEADING    [sp 99000151 ]

682 This authority record has been deleted because the subject heading is covered by 
an identical name heading (DLC)n 2019245024

150 Vodou and philosophy    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2020000385]
450 UF Philosophy and Vodou  
550 BT Philosophy
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150 Zakat (Islamic law)    [May Subd Geog]    [sp2020000926]

GENRE/FORM TERMS

155 Full-text databases    [gp2020026015]
455 UF Fulltext databases  
555 BT Databases

155 Hora (Music)    [gp2019026174]
455 UF Horos (Music)  
455 UF Khoros (Music)  
455 UF Khora (Music)  
555 BT Dance music  
555 BT Folk music
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LCC from March 2020–May 2020 Lists
compiled by Christa M. Strickler

The new classification numbers listed here reflect the most recent information available at the time 
of publication. Items in this list were selected from 2020 list numbers 03 (March 16), 04 (April 17), 
and 05 (May 18).

CLASS BF

                              Occult sciences
                                   Ghosts. Apparitions. Hauntings. Haunted places
[BF1474.362]               Haunted farms see BF1477.2

BF1475.5                      Haunted islands

BF1477.2                      Haunted plantations CANCEL

BF1477.2                      Haunted plantations. Haunted farms

BF1477.25                    Haunted playgrounds

CLASS BL

                              Religions. Mythology. Rationalism
                                   Religion
                                        History and principles of religions
                                             Asian. Oriental
                                                  By religion
                                                       Hinduism
                                                            Doctrines. Theology
                                                                 Special doctrines
                                                                      Religious life, Theoretical
                                                                           Special topics, A-Z
BL1214.32.C56                                                    Clothing and dress

   
                                                  By region or country
                                                       China
                                                            Special religions
                                                                 Confucianism
                                                                      Other special topics, A-Z
BL1883.T74                                                     Trees

 
                                                       India
                                                            Special topics, A-Z
BL2015.C66                                           Conversion 

Christa M. Strickler is Associate Professor of Library Science at Wheaton College.
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                                                            Individual religions 
                                                                 Sikhism. Sikh religion
                                                                      Special topics, A-Z
BL2018.5.C85                                                 Culture

 
                                                            By ethnic group, etc., A-Z
BL2032.T36                                           Tangkhul

 
                                                       Korea
                                                            Special topics, A-Z
BL2236.P37                                           Pari Kongju (Legendary character)

                                             African
BL2490                                    Survival of African religions in America
                                                       Including voodooism in general CANCEL
                                                       For works limited to individual cults, religious movements, see BL2532, 
                                                            BL2592 CANCEL
                                                       Including Vodou in general
                                                       For works limited to other individual cults, religious movements, see  
                                                            BL2532, BL2592

                                              American
                                                  North America
                                                       Special cults, religious movements, etc., A-Z
BL2532.R48                                      Revivalism (Afro-Caribbean religion)

[BL2532.V632]                                  Vodou see BL2490

CLASS BM

                              Judaism
                                   Practical Judaism
                                        Liturgy and ritual
                                             General and miscellaneous prayer and service books
                                                  Works for special classes
                                                       Other classes, A-Z
BM667.S49                                       Sexual minorities
                                                                 Including individual sexual minorities

CLASS BR

                              Christianity
                                    Persecution. Martyrs
                                         History
BR1604.6                             Persecutions by Muslims
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CLASS BT

                              Doctrinal theology
                                   Christology
                                        Miracles. Apparitions. Shrines, sanctuaries, images, processions, etc.
                                             Special. By place, A-Z 
BT580.A43                              Aldama (Chiapas, Mexico : Municipio)

CLASS BV

                               Practical theology
                                    Practical religion. The Christian life
                                         Works of consolation and cheer
                                              Works for special classes of persons
                                                   The sick and crippled
BV4910.333                                  Cerebral palsy patients

CLASS BX

                              Christian denominations
                                   Catholic Church
                                        Other special topics, A-Z
[BX1795.S622]                  Social problems see HN37.C3
 
                                        Monasticism. Religious orders
                                             Individual orders of women
BX4332.44                              Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy TABLE BX18

CLASS DG

                              History of Italy
                                   Ancient Italy. Rome to 476
                                        Local history and description
                                             Other cities, towns, etc., A-Z
[DG70.B75]                             Bovillae (Extinct city) see DG70.F729

DG70.F62                                Foce del Sele Site

DG70.F729                              Frattocchie
                                                        Including Bovillae
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CLASS DS

                               History of Asia
                                    Israel (Palestine). The Jews
                                         Jerusalem
                                              Description. Antiquities and exploration
                                                   Other special places and objects, A-Z
DS109.8.B34                                 Bayt Ḥanīnā

CLASS GR

                               Folklore
                                    By region or country
                                         Asia. The Orient
                                              South Asia
                                                   India
                                                        By ethnic group, A-Z
GR305.7.M66                                    Monpa

CLASS HN

                              Social history and conditions. Social problems. Social reform
                                   The church and social problems
                                        Religious denominations
                                             Special denominations, A-Z
HN37.C3                                 Catholic Church

CLASS KBP

                              Islamic law. Sharīʻah. Fiqh. شريعة. فقه
                                   Schools of thought. Islamic legal schools. Madhāhib. مذاهب
                                        Schools and authors affiliated with a particular school
                                             Shīʻī schools. Shīʻah. شيعة
                                                  Jaʻfarīs. Ithnaʻasharis. الجعفريون. الاثناء عشريون
                                                       Individual authors, A-Z
KBP370.K36                                     Kalbāsī Ashtarī, Aḥmad. کلباسى اشترى، احمد TABLE K4

CLASS KBR

                              History of canon law
                                   Sources
                                        Collections. Compilations. Selections
                                             Jus ecclesiae Graecae seu Byzantinae. Greek-Byzantine collections, to ca. 1054  
                                             (Great Schism)
                                                  Canonists or jurists, A-Z
KBR199.7.S56                             Simeon of Rev Ardashir, active 7th or 8th century TABLE K4
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CLASS KBS

                              Canon law of Eastern churches
                                   History
                                        By period
                                             To ca. 1054 (Great Schism)
                                                  Jus ecclesiae Graecae seu Byzantinae. Greek-Byzantine canon law
                                                       Individual canonists or jurists, A-Z
[KBS199.7.S562]                              Simeon of Rev Ardashir see KBR199.7.S56

CLASS NX

                              Characters, persons, classes of persons, and ethnic groups
                                   By name of character, person, class of persons, or ethnic group, A-Z
NX652.B37                    Bartholomew, Apostle, Saint

CLASS PA

                              Classical literature
                                   Literary history
                                        Knowledge, treatment, and conception of special subjects, A-Z
                                             Religion. Mythology. Hero legend
                                                  Special. By subject, A-Z
PA3015.R5T46                            Thanatos (Greek deity)

CLASS PC

                              Romance philology and languages
                                   Romanian
                                        Literature
                                             Individual authors or works
                                                  1801-1960
PC839.G5                                     Gheorghiu, Virgil, 1916-1992 TABLE P-PZ40

CLASS PG

                              Polish
                                   Literature
                                        History
                                             By period
                                                  Origins. Early to 1800
                                                       Special topics, A-Z
PG7038.M98                                    Mythology
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CLASS PJ

                              Oriental philology and literature
                                   Arabic literature
                                        Individual authors or works
                                             Fourth Abbasid period, 1055-1258
PJ7755.A155                           Abū al-Ḥajjāj al-Balawī, Yūsuf ibn Muḥammad, 1134 or 1135-1207 or 1208  
                                                  TABLE P-PZ40
 
                                             Turkish period, 1517-1800
PJ7765.S24                              Ṣāʼigh, Nīqūlā, 1692 or 1693-1756 or 1757 TABLE P-PZ40

CLASS PK

                              Indo-Iranian philology and literature
                                   Modern Indo-Aryan languages
                                        Particular languages and dialects, A-Z
                                             Gujarati
                                                  Literature
                                                       Individual authors and works, A-Z
PK1859.M63                                    Mohanavijaya, active 17th century TABLE P-PZ40
  
                              Iranian philology and literature
                                   New Persian
                                        Literature
                                             Individual authors or works
                                                  To 1870
                                                       Anonymous works. By title, A-Z
PK6450.9.Z36                                   Zamjīʹnāmah

                                                       A - Firdawsī  
PK6451.B387                                    Bayramī, Shāh Zayn al-ʻIbād, active 14th century-15th century TABLE  
                                                             P-PZ40

                                                       Q
PK6528.A8                                        Qavāmī Rāzī, Badr al-Dīn, active 12th century. قوامى رازى، بدر الدين TABLE  
                                                             P-PZ40

CLASS PL

                              Chinese language and literature
                                   Chinese literature
                                        Individual authors and works
                                             Qing dynasty, 1644-1912
                                                  Tai - Tseng
PL2706.I64                                  Ding, Peng, 1622-1686. 丁澎 TABLE P-PZ40
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CLASS PN

                              Characters
                                   Individual characters, A-Z
PN57.M73                    Muḥammad, Prophet, -632

CLASS PQ

                              Individual authors
                                   1900-1960
                                        G
PQ2667.H4                        Gheorghiu, Virgil, 1916-1992 TABLE P-PZ40

CLASS TX

                              Home economics
                                   Cooking
                                        Other special varieties of cooking
[TX837-838]                      Vegetarian. Lenten. Fast day CANCEL

[TX837-838]                      Vegetarian. Vegan. Lenten. Fast day

                                             Vegetarian. Lenten. Fast day
TX837                                      General works CANCEL

                                             Vegetarian. Vegan. Lenten. Fast day
TX837                                      General works

                                             Vegetarian. Lenten. Fast day
TX838                                      Meat substitutes CANCEL

                                             Vegetarian. Vegan. Lenten. Fast day
TX838                                      Meat substitutes

CLASS Z

                              Libraries
                                   Library science. Information science
                                        Public services. Reference services
                                             Library service to special groups
                                                  Other, A-Z
Z711.92.A28                                Addicts
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Professional Development Opportunities 
compiled by Cynthia Snell

METADATA

Metadata and Description for Digital Special Collections
Methods and standards for metadata and description for unique digital collections are varied and 
present digital curators, catalogers and metadata librarians with a wide array of options, which 
can at times seem daunting. This course is designed to give the student an overview of current stan-
dards, schemas and applications of medatada models designed for the description and organiza-
tion of digital collections, whether they be materials in an institutional repository or digital special 
collections.
September 7–October 4, 2020; March 1–28, 2021
$175

Using OpenRefine for Library Metadata
OpenRefine is a free open-source tool that makes editing messy metadata easier through clustering, 
faceting, advanced find and replace scripting, and linked data reconciliation in a spreadsheet-like 
environment. In addition to cleaning up metadata, OpenRefine’s linked data and URL building tools 
can extend metadata through databases and API calls.
October 5–November 1, 2020
$175

Cynthia Snell is Library Director at Columbia International University. 

https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/shop/course/205-metadata-description-digital-special-collections/?attribute_pa_session=2020-09-sep
https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/shop/course/130-using-openrefine-library-metadata/?attribute_pa_session=2020-10-oct
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https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.80.7.945


17

T E S T IMON Y

Management of Concurrent DDA and EBA eBook 
Programs
or, Adventures in Deduplication for Acquisitions
by Christina Torbert 

Libraries currently have a variety of methods by which they can acquire ebooks. At the University 
of Mississippi—a medium-sized research institution with a large undergraduate population—we 
have mostly purchased or subscribed to content at ProQuest Ebook Central (also previously known 
as Ebrary), with some smaller number of titles on the EBSCO platform. Early ventures (before I was 
over acquisitions) included the purchase of a NetLibrary collection (now held by EBSCO) and a sub-
ject-specific subscription collection from ProQuest. About ten years ago (still before I was in charge), 
the library began to purchase ebooks through a demand-driven-acquisitions (DDA) program. This 
program uses selection profiles already established in GOBI (a book-purchasing platform owned by 
EBSCO) by the liaisons to produce a large collection of ebooks from multiple publishers that might 
be useful to our patrons. The library makes those titles discoverable and, as any individual title is 
used in a substantial way, a perpetual purchase is triggered and the library is invoiced for the pur-
chase. Eventually, unpurchased titles are removed from the catalog and newer titles are added. The 
library receives possible DDA titles on both the PQ and EBSCO platforms with no substantial restric-
tions on publishers included. Because we limit the timeframe of the DDA program (most recent two 
years), there is no overlap with our subscription package.

The library has also participated in a few small, evidence-based acquisitions (EBA) programs 
through the years. An EBA works similarly to DDA, but the titles are all restricted to a single pub-
lisher or platform and all the purchases are made by library selection at the end of a restricted 
timeline. The price for the program is decided and paid at the beginning, related to the amount of 
content that will be made available for use. Title-level records are made available in the catalog and, 
at the end of the timeframe (usually a year), liaisons may make their selections based on the usage 
of titles—i.e., evidence of need.

The library has participated in limited EBA programs over the years, but during this past year we 
had three separate programs running at different times: Oxford University Press for music, litera-
ture, history, and philosophy content from 2018 and 2019; Cambridge University Press for all music 
content; and Taylor & Francis content from 2018 forward for all subject areas. While the materials 
included in the Cambridge EBA were not likely to overlap with titles in the comprehensive DDA, the 
titles in the OUP and the T&F programs were probably going to be duplicates of titles available on 
the platforms covered by our DDA.

Due to the timing of the programs, I had to take two different paths to reducing the possibility 
of purchasing the same content on two different platforms. Prior to starting the OUP EBA, my col-
league, the Collection Strategist, did an analysis of the titles previously purchased through DDA 
from OUP, and the library’s purchases from OUP were primarily in the subject areas participating 
in the EBA. After consulting with the subject liaisons, we excluded OUP titles from the DDA pro-
gram for the year and asked the liaisons to not order OUP content for the year unless requested by 
a patron. We were not able to insert indications in GOBI to remind liaisons of this EBA program, so 
there was still a chance that duplicate content might be purchased via individual purchases. This 
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exclusion of a single publisher meant a reload of the DDA records to remove the excluded titles. 
OUP provided catalog records for the titles included in the EBA but, as I was double-checking access, 
I discovered that they had also included records for open access titles, which was confusing.

When we went to set up the T&F EBA just a couple months later, GOBI had established a work-
flow that allowed us to run our EBA program through them. They worked with T&F to learn which 
titles would be included in the EBA, and GOBI passed that information on to the platforms handling 
the DDA content so the T&F titles were excluded automatically. GOBI was also able to place a note 
on the titles included in EBA in their ordering interface so that liaisons would know not to order 
those titles. Unfortunately, GOBI could not help us remove the T&F DDA records from the online 
catalog, and I had to run lists in the catalog to try to suppress as many of those records that still 
pointed to the aggregator sites as possible, hoping that only the records linking to T&F would be 
exposed for discovery. T&F also supplied catalog records for the titles included and, because 2020 
content was included, they continued to send update files.

Let me back up and describe how our library handles ebooks in the online catalog. We only add 
records for titles that have been purchased or that might be purchased. We do not add separate 
records for ebooks available through subscription, through databases, or through open access. We 
track those collections exclusively through our discovery layer and the management tools found 
there. Because our discovery layer is owned by the same company as the aggregator through which 
we subscribe and which we have as our primary DDA platform, the vendor is able to auto-update 
our title-level holdings for us for the titles on their platform into the knowledgebase, but all other 
platforms have to be manually updated. Therefore, for most ebooks in the discovery knowledge-
base, we try to work at collection-level tracking rather than at title-level. This practice is slowly 
changing as we work to get more of the purchased ebooks into the knowledgebase. What indicates 
a purchased title in the catalog is the attached order and payment record. I mentioned previously 
that, as the years of coverage roll forward for DDA, we remove unpurchased bib records from the 
catalog. The cleanest way to accomplish this refresh is to gather up and delete all ebook records 
without an attached payment record and then reload a full set of records from Gobi. We try to limit 
this type of reload to once a year. We also use the added author/title fields (710/740) to track which 

“collection” an individual record belongs to—i.e., YPB DDA, PQ individually purchased, [publisher] 
evidence-based selection. We add these fields when the bib record is uploaded and use them to find 
particular collections again later when we need to eliminate unpurchased titles.

For example, as the OUP EBA was ending, we received from OUP a report of usage from the past 
year. After weeding out the titles we had already purchased (nice to know they got use), the dis-
counted price of the remaining used titles did not come to the amount we had determined to spend. 
We turned to the titles that had received turnaways during the past year, and we made several 
selections from that list to bring our spend up to the required level. We added order records to the 
titles with bib records already in the catalog and made a list of titles for which we still needed bib 
records. It took a couple tries to get the correct records from OUP but, once all the titles had order 
records attached, we ran a list of bibs with the correct added collection title (740) and no attached 
order record. Those bibs were deleted from the catalog. We will eventually send the list of pur-
chased titles to GOBI so they can be notated in the ordering interface, and we will have OUP titles 
restored to the DDA for future loads.

I continue to have mixed feelings about the effectiveness of EBA programs, especially compared 
to DDA programs. On the positive side, the library is sure to get quality content when it selects a 
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specific publisher and, for a pricey publisher like OUP, the discount makes the costs more afford-
able. Many of the titles we purchased through EBA would have been outside the price parameters 
of our DDA programs and so would never have been available for discovery and use. But I’m not 
sure one year’s worth of use is enough to judge on for the amount of money required up front in an 
EBA program, and we often have to purchase titles that would not have triggered a DDA purchase 
in order to spend the required amount. Also, working directly with the publisher means the library 
has to handle more of the administrative burden: deduping the title lists, noting the holdings in the 
agent’s interface, getting the correct MARC records… So far, working through the intermediary ser-
vice of the book agent GOBI has streamlined this process. I may re-revaluate this assessment when 
reconciling the T&F EBA in the fall.


