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ABSTRACT

This Special Topic section of the journal includes an essay by John Van Maaren, “Transformative Concepts and
Troublesome Knowledge,” followed by three companion essays by Richard S. Ascough, Tat-siong Benny Liew,
and Jocelyn McWhirter, each of which describes a particular teaching strategy the author uses to address a
key threshold concept in biblical studies courses.

John Van Maaren remarks that “many experienced teachers can identify particular disciplinary concepts that, year after
year, present the most formidable barriers to student understanding and disciplinary progress.” His lead essay in this
Special Topic section reviews the literature that has identified and analyzed the challenge of these “threshold concepts”
in a variety of academic disciplines. But there has been little work on threshold concepts in religion and theology. His
essay suggests a preliminary set of threshold concepts in undergraduate biblical studies classrooms, intended as a first
step in this conversation.

The journal invited five-hundred-word companion essays from Richard S. Ascough, Tat-siong Benny Liew, and Jocelyn

McWhirter, to identify a central threshold concept encountered by their students, unpack their students’ challenges with
this concept, and briefly describe some teaching strategies the authors have used to facilitate their students’ learning.
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