
Publisher’s Note

Conversation concerned with space, place, environment, earth 
and the ways humanity must co-exist with all creatures is 

QTSL� T[JWIZJ� NS� TZW� UJIFLTLNHFQ� INXHTZWXJ�� :SIJWUNSSNSL� JFHM�
of the works in this sixth volume of the Wabash Center’s Journal 
on Teaching� NX� YMJ� UWJRNXJ� YMFY� FQQ� QNKJ� FKKJHYX� FQQ� TYMJW� QNKJ�� 9MNX�
simple, but often overlooked truth, calls teachers, learners, and 
institutions toward a more just, more humane and compassionate 
WJFQNY^� KTW� ITNSL� YMJ� GZXNSJXX� TK� JIZHFYNTS�� 9MJWJ� FWJ� KJ\� NIJFX�
more pressing, and more controversial, than the notion of ecology, 
especially in critical conversations about reimagining and rethinking 
JIZHFYNTSFQ࣢X^XYJRX��

The urgency of these discussions can be felt in the nine pieces 
LFYMJWJI� MJWJ�� *FHM� FZYMTW� LWFUUQJX� \NYM� F� \NIJ� XUJHYWZR� TK�
concerns and joys concerning the ecologies of education as well 
as the societal contexts which shape, or mis-shape, educational 
UFWFINLRX�� 9MJ^� XMFWJ� J]UFSXN[J� WJܫJHYNTSX� TS� JHTQTL^� FX� NY�
WJQFYJX� YT� YJFHMNSL�� QJFWSNSL�� FSI� YMJ� KZYZWJ� TK� UJIFLTL^�� &Y� YMJ�
heart of this volume is a profound regard for relationships and 
an acknowledgement that reciprocity, mutuality, and compassion 
RZXY�UJWRJFYJ�MT\�\J�QN[J��YJFHM��FSI�QJFWS�FSJ\��

We will not solve our problems with the same thinking and 
RJYMTIX�ZXJI�YT�HWJFYJ�TZW�UWTGQJRX��&S^�YMTZLMYKZQ�HTS[JWXFYNTS�
about ecology is a conversation calling for imagination and 
YWFSXKTWRFYNTS�� <J� MTUJ� YMFY� YMJXJ� HTSYWNGZYNTSX�� NSIN[NIZFQQ^�
and collectively, provoke dialogue that acknowledges, rather than 
WJOJHY��YMJ�SJHJXXNY^�KTW�UQZWFQNXYNH�FUUWTFHMJX��<J�MTUJ�YMNX�\TWP�
contributes to a collective opening to new possibilities about more 
JKKJHYN[J�YJFHMNSL�NS�YMJTQTL^�FSI�WJQNLNTS�
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Editor’s Note

In a world marked by beauty and fragility, it is crucial to consider 
TZW� HTQQJHYN[J� XYJ\FWIXMNU� TK� YMNX� *FWYMџTZW� WJXUTSXNGNQNY^� YT�

JFHM�TYMJW��TZWXJQ[JX��FSI�YMJ�LJSJWFYNTSX�YT�KTQQT\�� .S� YMJ�UFLJX�
of this sixth volume of the Wabash Center’s Journal on Teaching, 
TZW� FZYMTWX� INWJHY� FYYJSYNTS� YT� YMJ� YMJRJ� TK� JHTQTL^�� 9MJ� UNJHJX�
collected here feel urgent and poignant, inviting others to consider 
the challenges, and potential opportunities, of teaching in an age 
TK� JHTQTLNHFQ� INXWZUYNTS�� 'J^TSI� JS[NWTSRJSYFQ� HWNXJX� KFHNSL�
our planet—climate change, habitat degradation, and species 
extinction—this volume explores the epistemologies of dominion 
and creation, and presents new frameworks for reconsidering the 
UJIFLTL^�TK�YMJTQTL^�FSI�WJQNLNTS��

If, as these authors suggest, our relationships with the natural world 
and other living beings are interconnected, then the act of teaching 
must also be understood as an act of mutuality—one that requires 
attentiveness, care and a willingness to learn from those outside the 
MZRFS�XUMJWJ��-T\�IT�TZW�HQFXXWTTRX�FSI�NSXYNYZYNTSX�WJܫJHY�FSI�
reshape the natural world?  How does exploring teaching through 
FS�JHTQTLNHFQ�QJSX��WJIJܪSJ�TZW�ZSIJWXYFSINSL�TK�\MFY�NY�RJFSX�YT�
QN[J�FSI�QJFWS�YTLJYMJW$�9MJXJ�UNJHJX�IT�STY�UWT[NIJ�JFX^�FSX\JWX��
However, we hope that the work gathered in this volume provokes 
dialogue, within academic communities and beyond, aiding in 
new ways to instruct, practice, and share the interconnectedness 
TK࣢FQQ࣢QNKJ�
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