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COMMITTEE &  
TASK FORCE REPORTS

Conduct 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

•	 Beth Bidlack (Sep 2023 -- Jun 2024)
•	 Patsy Yang (Sep 2023 – Apr 2024)
•	 David Kriegh (Sep 2023 – Jun 2026)
•	 Elli Cucksey, DEI Committee Representative (Sep 2023 -- Jun 

2024)
•	 Matthew Ostercamp (Sep 2023 – Jun 2026)
•	 Gillian Harrison Cain, Staff Liaison

YEAR IN REVIEW

The Atla Code of Conduct was introduced and implemented in Au-
gust 2023. The Conduct Committee is charged with promptly inves-
tigating and evaluating reports of violations of the Code of Conduct 
and determining appropriate outcomes.

The Conduct Committee met for the first time Nov 30, 2023 – Dec 
1, 2023, in Denver, CO. At the inaugural meeting, the committee de-
termined initial terms of service for its members, defined proposed 
qualifications for committee service, discussed feedback received 
from members, reviewed the language of the Code of Conduct, and 
proposed language revisions for the Code itself and recommenda-
tions for refinements to the Committee’s charge.

Committee members also received a full day of training in re-
storative justice from Jonathan Swartz from the Zehr Institute for 
Restorative Justice at Eastern Mennonite University.

https://www.atla.com/code-of-conduct/
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Conference 
Jessica Boyer, Mount St. Mary’s University, Chair

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

•	 Jessica Boyer, Mount St. Mary’s University, Chair
•	 Michael Bradford, Wayne State University
•	 Ezra Choe, Baylor University
•	 James Estes, Library of Congress
•	 Craig Kubic, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
•	 Liz Leahy, Azusa Pacific University
•	 Jude Morrissey, Yale University Divinity School
•	 Michelle Spomer, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
•	 Gillian Harrison Cain, Atla, Director of Membership and 

Engagement
•	 Denise McFarlin, Atla Staff Liaison
•	 Alexis Weiss, Atla Staff Liaison 

YEAR IN REVIEW

The Conference Committee welcomed several new members this 
year including James Estes as Editor of the Summary of Proceedings 
and Liz Leahy as our 2024 Local Host Committee Representative. 
The Committee held a planning meeting via Zoom on September 
19th. We reviewed the Atla Annual 2023 post-conference survey 
during this meeting and began planning for Atla Annual 2024. We 
confirmed the proposal submission process, timeline, and draft 
conference schedule. The Committee then completed further work 
via email, including advertising the call for proposals to various 
associations, listservs, and institutions and rating proposal submis-
sions. The Committee met again in person in Long Beach on January 
31 - February 1. During our Winter Meeting, we formally accepted 
proposals and drafted a detailed conference schedule. Leading up 
to the conference, committee members coordinated the Memorials 
video and organized the first conference game night. During the 
conference, committee members hosted each session. The commit-
tee then met again after the conference to debrief the event and 
note ideas for next year.
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ATLA ANNUAL 2024 IN REVIEW

Atla Annual 2024 was held at the Hilton Long Beach as well as vir-
tually, June 19-22. The conference opened with plenary speaker 
Dr. Amir Hussain, Professor of Theological Studies at Loyola Mary-
mount University. Dr. Hussain spoke to “Comparative Religion and 
Theology: Practical, not Theoretical Matters for Atla” and provided 
an engaging start to the conference. Then, Dr. Lynn Silipigni Con-
naway helped us think about “Redefining the Library Experience: 
Looking Upwards and Outwards” to conclude the conference and 
leave us with a vision for the future.

Overall, Atla Annual 2024 consisted of 36 concurrent sessions, 
two worship services, three post-conference workshops, and Atla’s 
annual association update and business meeting. These sessions 
provided engaging and innovative content that allowed attendees 
to learn and grow as professionals. For the first time, we had ses-
sions with artificial intelligence or AI in the session title. This new 
development marks what will likely be a historic trend in our field, 
and I appreciate the numerous presenters who taught us about 
this emerging trend. Meanwhile, we did not have a session with 
pandemic in the title for the first time in several years. I am grateful 
that we have found ways to recover and respond to the challenges 
our libraries have faced in the last four years. This spirit of inno-
vation, collaboration, and community will allow us to continue to 
face the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead for our librar-
ies and institutions.

ATLA ANNUAL 2024: BY THE NUMBERS

Whether in-person or online, our community of members and 
attendees is a hallmark of what makes Atla Annual such a great 
conference. This year’s conference included 225 attendees, 118 of 
whom joined us in person, 107 online, and 47 for the first time. We 
also had 22 international attendees, with ten individuals joining us 
from outside North America. In the spirit of fostering community, 
we held the first Atla Annual Game Night. Nearly 30 attendees gath-
ered for a fun evening of friendly competition and camaraderie. 
Additional members gathered virtually in the two weeks follow-
ing the conference as six interest groups and six denominational 
groups held their annual business meetings.
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CONCLUSION 

Many individuals have made the work of the committee and the 
annual conference successful. I want to extend my sincere appre-
ciation to the committee members and Atla staff liaisons. Your con-
tributions are deeply appreciated, and working with all of you is a 
pleasure. Thank you also to Liz Leahy and the members of SCATLA, 
who hosted us and provided a warm welcome to Long Beach. I 
would also like to acknowledge Brinna Michael and the Techni-
cal Services Interest Group, who hosted a workshop in December 
on submitting an Atla Annual proposal. Finally, thank you to our 
many attendees; your participation, presentations, discussions, 
and contributions provided an enriching conference experience 
for all of us. I look forward to seeing you in Pittsburgh for Atla  
Annual 2025 Conference.
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CRRA
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

•	 Mark Shelton, Chair, College of the Holy Cross (Feb 2024 – Jun 
2026)

•	 Caroline Fuchs, St. John’s University (Apr 2024 – Jun 2027)
•	 Kathy Harty, Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology 

(Feb 2024 – Jun 2026)
•	 Jean McManus, University of Notre Dame (Feb 2024 – Jun 

2025)
•	 Dr. Brian Morin, Mount Angel Abbey (Feb 2024 – Jun 2027)
•	 Leslie O’Neill, Catholic Historical Research Center of the 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia (Feb 2024 – Jun 2026)
•	 Marianne Ryan, Loyola University Chicago (Feb 2024 – Jun 

2025)
•	 Gillian Harrison Cain, Staff Liaison

YEAR IN REVIEW

In October 2023, CRRA became a program of Atla and its members 
welcomed as Atla members. CRRA and Atla had a history of col-
laborating, including working on joint grant proposals, developing 
programming for ALA Annual conferences, cross-promoting pro-
fessional development events, and offering free or reduced regis-
tration to each other’s membership.

Increasingly, the stand-alone nature of CRRA had presented 
challenges in capacity, including in securing grant funding, mar-
keting CRRA resources, and recruiting new members to help sus-
tain its mission. As CRRA began to explore possibilities of working 
with a new strategic partner, Atla was a logical choice. Both organi-
zations have a strong history of providing theological resources to 
individuals, institutions, and scholars in the field of religious stud-
ies as well as professional development and networking opportu-
nities for librarians supporting the study of religion and theology.

A task force with members of both organizations was formed 
and developed a plan for CRRA to become a program within Atla, 
retaining a Catholic identity, offering Catholic-focused program-
ming and networking for libraries, archives, and other institu-
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tions; and ensuring the suite of scholarly resources developed by 
CRRA continues to be openly available.

In February 2024, the CRRA Program Committee met for the 
first time to begin their work together, advising Atla on matters 
related to existing CRRA projects as well as helping to develop a 
strong community within Atla that is ready to explore new oppor-
tunities together. This committee also directs the work of various 
sub-committees focused on specific aspects of the CRRA Program.

The committee met monthly throughout the remaining months 
of FY24, with an in-person meeting held prior to Atla Annual 2024 
in June. Several members of the committee presented a program at 
conference entitled “CRRA: The Past, the Present, and the Future” 
outlining the history of the two organizations, the work of coming 
together, and expressing the potential of the program.Several of 
the committee members enrolled in the “Critical Information Lit-
eracy” class through the Library Juice Academy in July 2024. They 
hope to bring the information learned to their work in the com-
mittee.
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Jennifer Ulrich, Eastern Mennonite University, Chair 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

•	 Jennifer Ulrich, Eastern Mennonite University
•	 Elli Cucksey, Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University
•	 Karla Grafton, Hartford International University for Religion 

and Peace
•	 Stephen Sweeney, St. John Vianney Seminary 
•	 Suzanne Taylor, Mount St. Mary’s University

YEAR IN REVIEW

The DEI committee met monthly via Zoom.  We enjoyed an in-per-
son meeting in Tucson, AZ in the fall where we discussed the schol-
arship, programming at the annual conference, and transitions for 
this next year.  

One blog post was published in Oct. 2023 by Elli Cucksey, en-
titled “I Was Wrong: A Personal Reflection.”  The committee hopes 
to post more consistently in the next year. 

Scholarship work takes up much of the time for this commit-
tee.  This year the committee presented a proposal to increase the 
amount of the scholarship.  We presented our recommendation to 
Membership and Engagement in June.

The 2024 Scholarship recipient is Colton Douglas Whelpton, an 
MLIS student at the University of Alberta. 

Elli Cucksey and Suzanne Taylor presented at Atla Annual 2024 
in Long Beach, CA.  Their presentation was entitled “The Pronoun 
Puzzle: A Beginner’s Guide to Creating a Trans-Friendly Library.”

Several of the committee members enrolled in the “Critical 
Information Literacy” class through the Library Juice Academy 
in July 2024. They hope to bring the information learned to their 
work in the committee.
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Scholarly Communication & Digital 
Initiatives 
Erica Pye, Abilene Christian University, Chair

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

•	 Erica Pye, Abilene Christian University, Chair
•	 Caitlin Reeves Greenamyre, Columbia Theological Seminary
•	 Ann McShane, Candler School of Theology, Emory University
•	 Greg Murray, Princeton Theological Seminary
•	 Brad Ost, AUC Robert W. Woodruff Library 
•	 Marta Samokishyn, Saint Paul University 
•	 Christy Karpinski, Atla Staff Liaison
•	 Alexis Weiss, Atla Staff Liaison

YEAR IN REVIEW

At Atla Annual 2023, our committee organized a conference post-
workshop with Tanya Spilovoy on the topic of “Becoming an OER 
Advocate.” Tanya is involved with SPARC’s Open Education Lead-
ership Program and used her expertise to share with participants 
some practical ideas on how to promote and advocate for the use 
of OER on their campuses. 

In August of 2023, the SCADI committee welcomed two new 
members: Marta Samokishyn and Caitlin Greenamyre.  

The SCADI committee continued to promote and execute two 
grant programs: the Atla Digitization Grant Program and the Atla 
OER Grant Program. The Digitization Grant seeks to support insti-
tutions in their efforts to digitize and make more accessible col-
lection items from special collections and archives departments. 
Grant funds are available for up to $5000 for new digitization proj-
ects. This year our committee had six applicants for the Digitiza-
tion Grant, and funds were awarded to three institutions: Congre-
gational Library and Archives, Graduate Theological Union, and 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.

https://www.atla.com/member-benefits/digitization-grant-program/
https://www.atla.com/member-benefits/atla-oer-grant-program/
https://www.atla.com/member-benefits/atla-oer-grant-program/


Committee & Task Force Reports    9

The OER Grant encourages institutions to either replace com-
mercial course materials with low or no-cost materials, or create 
entirely new OERs without reusing or remixing any existing con-
tent. Grant awards range from $1500 to $3500. No applications 
were received this year, and the SCADI committee discussed ideas 
for better promoting the grant, as well as utilizing Atla surveys to 
get a better idea of what members are interested in learning in re-
gards to OER. Possible partnerships between Atla and SPARC were 
also discussed.
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Collection Evaluation  
& Development
Ellen Frost, Perkins School of Theology, SMU, Secretary

MEMBERS PRESENT

•  Yasmine Abou-El-Kheir, Chicago Theological 
Seminary

•  Clay-Edward Dixon, Graduate Theological Union
•  Winette Field, William Booth College
•  Ellen Frost, Perkins School of Theology, SMU
•  Stephanie Garrett, Catholic International University
•  David Schmersal, Austin Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary

ABSENTEE MEMBERS

•  Liz Leahy, Azusa Pacific Seminary
•  Caitlin Soma, Candler School of Theology, Emory 

University
•  Lee Webb, Saint Paul School of Theology

AGENDA

1) Plan follow-up webinar to the eBook publisher’s panel (Atla 
2023) during 2024/25 academic year

2) Review of last year’s questions

INTEREST GROUP REPORTS
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3) Ongoing discussion of library needs from publishers

DISCUSSIONS

Planning for possible webinar

Publishers represented in 2023:

•  Emmaus Academic/St. Paul Center
•  Fortress
•  IVPress
•  Jewish Publication Society (JPS)
•  Westminster John Knox
•  Wipf & Stock

Possible publishers to approach for a CEAD eBook Webinar:

•  Abingdon Press
•  Baker Publishing Group
•  Bloomsbury Publishing
•  Eerdmans Publishing
•  Ignatius Press
•  Langham Publishing (Majority World theology)
•  Paraclete Press
•  Regnum Books, Oxford Centre for Mission Studies
•  Wisdom Publications
•  Zondervan (a division of Harper/Collins Christian 

Publishing)

Idea to get vendors/aggregators “in the room”:

•  Pricing
•  Functionality
•  Publisher models
•  These could include:

 ⸰ GOBI/YBP
 ⸰ Rialto
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 ⸰ Question: How does “not available in my 
region” work? Why? And why are prices different?

 ⸰ Or aggregators:
 ⸋ ProQuest
 ⸋ EBSCOhost
 ⸋ JSTOR
 ⸋ Project Muse

Resources we’re using online:

•  Bloomsbury Religion North America
•  Oxford Bibliographies (for overviews)
•  EBAs for various platforms: Brill, DeGruyter

Questions raised:

1) Does the panelist have to be an ebook publisher?
2) How do we respond to our needs as a group?
3) How do we petition to have materials from 1970s-1990s 

made available as ebooks?
4) Can we negotiate better as a group?
5) Are online overviews better for introductory material?
6) Controlled digital lending for OP titles – what are the 

policies?
7) Will Internet Archive digitize things for us? We’ve heard 

they’re really far behind on digitizing materials submitted.
8) Could negotiating be a member service of Atla?
9) Could some of the titles we need be published by Atla Open 

Press?
10) Should we create a LibGuide for things faculty should as 

publishers before they publish?
11) Should we invite academic deans, in addition to other 

librarians, to attend if we do a session on publications?
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Public Services
David Schmersal, Wright Learning and Information Center, Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Secretary

MEMBERS PRESENT

•	 Allison Graham, Wright Library, Princeton Theological 
Seminary

•	 Virginia Dearborn, Wright Library, Princeton Theological 
Seminary

•	 Dee Roberts, Pitts Theology Library, Emory University
•	 Susanne Ridenour, Knott Library, St. Mary’s Seminary and 

University

ABSENTEE MEMBERS

•	 (208 others)

AGENDA

1) Welcome new members and briefly describe the nature and 
scope of the interest group

2) Debrief 2024 Atla annual conference, specifically the ses 
sion sponsored by PSIG

3) Propose and discuss ideas for a session at the 2025 Atla 
annual conference

4) Custodianship of Atla’s Websites on Religion Libguide
5) Check-in/round robin

YEAR IN REVIEW

Members of the PSIG planned and sponsored a session offered as 
a panel presentation at the 2024 Atla Annual Conference entitled 
“How Doomed Are We?: A Philosophical/Theological Consideration 
of AI/ChatGPT in Relation to Theological Libraries and Theological 
Education.” The presenters were:
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Allison Graham, Reference and Research Librarian, Princeton 
Theological Seminary

Brady Alan Beard, Ph.D., Reference and Instruction Librarian, 
Pitts Theology Library, Candler School of Theology, Emory University

Emily Peterson, Director of Public Services, John Bulow Campbell 
Library

David Schmersal, Access and Instruction Librarian, Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary

There was also some discussion of our custodianship of Atla’s 
Websites on Religion Libguide https://atla.libguides.com/WOR 

ROUND ROBIN REPORTS

Princeton Seminary – Princeton is now offering two new degree-
programs, a Master of Arts in Theology (Justice and Public Life) and 
a Master’s in Theology, Ecology, and Faith Formation. The Wright 
Library has also hired two new staff members and has two open- 
ings. The library has a new website that is now incorporated into the 
Seminary’s website. They are no longer loading e-book and e-journal 
records into the catalog and have switched to having them loaded 
directly into Summon.

St. Mary’s Seminary and University - Knott Library has a small 
staff but is the largest theological library in the area, serving both 
seminarians and the wider community. Staff have been preparing 
instruction and information literacy programs for the fall.

Candler School of Theology, Emory University - Candler has begun 
offering a hybrid MDiv degree. Pitts has recently hired an Online 
Learning Librarian focused on digital pedagogy. Pitts is offering two 
research fellowships, the Kessler fellowship and the Morgan English 
Bible and Psalmody fellowship (in collaboration with Columbia). 
Pitts has begun an Outreach Student Advisory committee, which will 
seek to find ways to connect students in EmoryUniversity’s Religion 
department with Candler’s collections. Pitts has also re-formed its 
friends of the library group.

https://atla.libguides.com/WOR 
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OTHER

Our small group discussed programming ideas to pursue, or advocate, 
as an interest group, focused on building community within Atla 
and offering professional development opportunities. One sugges- 
tion is developing a shared virtual reference platform that would 
be staffed by theological librarians and available to all students at 
Atla member seminaries (and possibly other students and mem-
bers of the public). Since many students are able to attend classes 
remotely and thus do not necessarily live in the same time zone as 
their home libraries, this would allow students to obtain reference 
and research assistance from librarians who are in the same time 
zone (or, if students are working late, still be able to contact a theo-
logical librarian when the staff at their home institutions may have 
signed off for the day). Natalie from Atla noted that the reciprocal 
borrowing program provides an option for students to have access 
to participating local theological libraries. We also discussed the pos-
sibility of creating a guide to share best practices for training student 
workers, the desire to engage Atla members through more casual 
connections (for example, through an Atla Discord server), and the 
need for outreach to library schools to recruit the next generation 
of theological librarians.
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Small Libraries
Elli Cucksey, Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University, Chair

MEMBERS PRESENT

•	 Elli Cucksey, Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University, 
Chair

•	 John Dechant, Meadville Lombard Theological School
•	 Stephanie Garrett, Catholic International University
•	 Karla Grafton, Hartford International University for Religion 

and Peace
•	 Stephen Sweeney, St. John Vianney Seminary
•	 Vance Thomas, University of Dubuque

AGENDA

1) Call to order
a) Officer introduction (succession planning)
b) Group introductions

2) Old business
3) New business

a) Conference reflections
b) Ideas for future conference sessions

4) Discussion of challenges/burning issues
5) Adjourn

 
Introductions were made, and Vance explained his need to step 
down as chair that arose from him accepting a seat on the board. 
Elli accepted the position of chair and asked for a volunteer for vice 
chair. The job of the vice chair is primarily to attend meetings, take 
notes if there is not a secretary elected or present, and be willing 
to be the next chair. Stephanie Garrett accepted this responsibility. 

Further discussions centered around how small the group had 
become and whether that might be an artifact of these meetings 
being held online. It is accepted that the idea of holding them online 
is to allow participation by more than those who are attending the 
conference in person, but that does not seem to be the result. It 
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was suggested, and the group agreed, that an in-person gathering 
should be held at the conference next year for those in attendance. 
While that cannot be our official business gathering, it might renew 
connections, encourage socializing among members, draw newer 
members to our group, and strengthen existing relationships. 

Discussions of possible conference sessions for our group to propose, 
or that we wish to see, included library management with limited 
staffing; and A.I., specifically how to use it well. 

Our discussion of current challenges in our libraries focused on the 
challenges of being reactionary to everything and not being able to 
grasp proactive actions due to the “tyranny of the urgent.” There 
was also a conversation about the feasibility and practices of mail-
ing books to patrons. 

The group agreed to meet again in October to further discuss pos-
sible conference sessions before submission deadlines, and to plan a 
possible Wednesday meet-up for the Pittsburgh conference in 2025. 
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Special Collections
Kristy Sorensen, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Convener

MEMBERS PRESENT

•	 Kristy Sorensen, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
(Convener)

•	 David Buresh, Virginia Theological Seminary
•	 Clay-Edward Dixon, Graduate Theological Union
•	 Indira Douglas, New Brunswick Theological Seminary
•	 Christina Gather, New Brunswick Theological Seminary
•	 Liz Leahy, Azusa Pacific Seminary & University
•	 Patrick Milas, New Brunswick Theological Seminary
•	 Brian Shetler, Princeton Theological Seminary
•	 Armin Siedlecki, Emory University

AGENDA 

Meeting agenda and summary of discussion.

1) Introductions
2) Reflections on Atla in Long Beach (or virtual Atla)

a) Congratulations to Liz Leahy and the Local Host 
Committee for putting on a great conference.

b) Almost all the sessions were recorded, and they will be 
posted in 4-6 weeks. Links will be on Sched when avail-
able and an email will go out to registrants. 

c) Several people noted that the sessions on AI were par-
ticularly helpful, especially the Saturday workshop. 
Attendees learned about the many different AI pro-
grams that all do different things and got ideas for how 
AI may be incorporated into the work of theological 
librarianship. 

d) While there were many great sessions, three were 
called out as being particularly helpful -- Beyond Mere 
Denominationalism in Atla: Exploring Ways to Enhance 
Professional Development and Resource Sharing 
in Theological Librarianship; Discard to Discovery: 
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Empowering Majority World Theology Libraries 
Through Book Donations; and Tools and Technology for 
Teaching the History of the Book at a Theological Library.

3) Round Robin reports (see below)
4) Review last year’s work:

a) Our primary achievement over the past year was reviv-
ing the Special Collections Interest Group discussion list 
with the help of Alexis Weiss at Atla. We used the list 
to share professional development opportunities and 
news of interest, and as a place to ask questions and start 
conversations.

5) Ideas for this coming year
a) Add a co-convener? This could help distribute the work-

load and create a built-in succession plan. In the past, 
this group has had a co-convener model, but it fell off 
during the pandemic. All agreed that it is worth trying 
again. Will post to the discussion list asking for volun-
teers to open the opportunity beyond just those on the 
call.

b) Encourage people to submit a proposal that would be 
“sponsored” by the special collections interest group. The 
discussion list would be a good avenue for encouraging 
people to present on special collections topics or to build 
a panel on a theme. 

c) Work with the conference planning committee for next 
year’s meeting in Pittsburgh to include a workshop 
option on a rare books and manuscripts topic. Liz notes 
that an instructor from the Rare Books School may be 
willing to travel to Pittsburgh to give an abbreviated 
workshop-length instruction on rare books for theologi-
cal librarians. In the past, workshops on book repair and 
preservation have been popular.  

d) Brainstorm possible excursions relating to special col-
lections in conjunction with the Atla Annual meeting in 
Pittsburgh in 2025. The conference hotel is within walk-
ing distance of Duquesne University, which may have 
some interesting collections. Could also do a walking 
tour of historic churches near the hotel. It was noted that 
any excursion ideas should be solidified early enough to 
be added to the schedule and clearly communicated to 
attendees so they can plan to arrive in Pittsburgh early 
enough to attend. The cost of transportation will also be a 
deciding factor.
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6) Other items
a) Brian Shetler noted that the Rare Books and Manuscripts 

Section (RBMS) will be held at Yale next year with a 
focus on the repatriation of collections. A call for papers 
is coming out soon, and Brian is on the organizing 
committee.

b) Brian also reports that he has a chapter titled “The 
Changing Realities of Special Collections and Archives: 
Facing the Future with Confidence” in Personalizing 
the Pandemic: Experiences of Theological & Religious 
Studies Librarians During COVID-19, an Atla Open Press 
title.

c) Q&A:

• Q: Should scanned archival photographs be 
cleaned up using Photoshop (damaged cor-
ners, ink markings, etc.)? If so, should you keep 
both copies? A: In general, we only clean up 
to adjust contrast/color balance. The goal is to 
make the scan look like the photo. Damage and 
markings on the original may be of interest to 
researchers. Clean-up also takes a lot of time. If 
you adjust the settings on the scanner or even 
just lay white paper behind the photo you can 
quickly correct many issues with contrast or 
color balance. Occasionally digital clean-up is 
warranted (for example, if a photo is being used 
in an exhibit or publication). In those cases, you 
should also keep the original scan. 

• Q: What kind of security is recommended for 
exhibit cases? They are heavy, but not locked, 
and are kept in a public and not-always-staffed 
area. A: Locks are important when cases aren’t 
in restricted areas. Some exhibit cases can be 
retrofitted to add a lock. Alternatively, you 
could use facsimiles in the case rather than 
originals. 

7) Adjourn
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YEAR IN REVIEW

Highlights and/or summary of your group’s activities over the past 
year.

• No specific activities this past year. 

ROUND ROBIN REPORTS 

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary – In January 2024, upon 
the retirement of Timothy Lincoln, the archivist, Kristy Sorensen, 
was appointed the Associate Dean of Library & Learning Services. 
Rodrigo Leal, who previously served as the Learning Technologies 
Librarian, was appointed the Learning Technologies Librarian & 
Archives and Records Manager. Prior to his work as the Learning 
Technologies Librarian, Rodrigo served as a part-time Archives 
Assistant at the Austin Seminary Archives. Recently, we digitized 
and posted 55 issues of the Unánimes newsletter (1979-1999) to the 
Austin Seminary Digital Collections (https://austinseminarydigital.
org/collections/show/81).  Unánimes was a publication by the Mexican 
American Coordinating Council (MACC), later the Hispanic American 
Ministries Council (HAMC). Both groups were a part of the Synod 
of the Sun (PCUSA), formerly Synod of Red River (PCUS) and Synod 
of the Sun (UPCUSA). 

Azusa Pacific Seminary & University – Staff have finished digitizing 
just about everything in the extensive Henrietta Mears collection and 
are working on metadata for the digitized files. They will be using 
JSTOR as their institutional repository. Two films about Henrietta 
Mears will be coming out this year and the filmmakers used mate-
rial from Azusa’s collections. Unfortunately, staff cuts (including the 
lead special collections librarian & archivist) have necessitated the 
closure of special collections and archives for the foreseeable future.

Emory University, Candler School of Theology – Church historian 
Jonathan Strom, a big supporter of special collections and archives, 
was recently named the new Dean of the Candler School of Theology. 
Work continues processing a large English Bible collection, and they 
have recently acquired a copy of the Nuremberg Chronicle, one of 
the most famous early printed books, which has been featured in 
a recent exhibit.

https://austinseminarydigital.org/collections/show/81
https://austinseminarydigital.org/collections/show/81
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Graduate Theological Union – The library continues to collaborate 
with the Internet Archive to digitize and provide access to library 
material that would not fit in their reduced footprint, and recently 
they have expanded that collaboration by becoming an Internet 
Archive scanning center. Archives and rare book material that had 
been temporarily stored off-site have been returned in good shape. 
They have recently received a large donation of religiously associ-
ated artwork and are in the process of creating a teaching museum 
for the history of sacred art. 

New Brunswick Theological Seminary – It has been a delightful 
and eventful year at the Gardner A. Sage Library – in person and 
online. In February, Sage Library welcomed the new Archivist of 
the Archives of the Reformed Church in America, Dr. Elizabeth 
Pallitto. And in November, Indira Douglas was promoted to Access 
Services and Reference Coordinator. Library staff have enjoyed 
several important projects to date. Technical Services Librarian and 
Archivist Christina Geuther migrated our archives inventory from 
MS Access to Excel to facilitate ingesting metadata for recent dona-
tions. We received a donation of rare books and papers belonging to 
J. van Kuiken, a Reformed pastor who was chaplain to Queen Juliana 
of the Netherlands. He was instrumental in Dutch immigration to 
Canada and the growth of the Reformed Church throughout Canada.

Most of Sage Library’s off-site collection has now been entrusted 
to the Internet Archive for digitization, perpetual hosting and access. 
Over-sized, antique folios returned to New Brunswick for further 
review by library staff and faculty. We were able to cull some of 
the 19th-century biblical language dictionaries and lexicons to 
make space available both for the Presidential Papers of Rev. Dr. 
Norman Kansfield, President Emeritus of New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, and the women’s history collections of Mary Kansfield. 

Producers of the PBS show Finding Your Roots contacted the 
Archives of the Reformed Church in America for records pertaining 
to an ancestor of writer and actor Lena Dunham. The RCA Archives 
had received the seventeenth-century record books of the Collegiate 
Church in December of 2022, which were photographed and used for 
research for the episode. Dunham’s paternal eighth great-grandfather, 
Stephanus van Cortlandt, was a significant figure in the early his-
tory of New York City and became the first native-born mayor of 
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New York. The episode “In the Blood”, which aired on April 2, 2024, 
explored Cortlandt’s legacy-- including his dealings with the Lenape 
tribe and involvement in slavery.

Princeton Theological Seminary – The archives has been receiving 
some big donations and making process on processing with a small 
but mighty staff. Recently processing of the Prathia Hall papers was 
completed, and work is wrapping up on a collection focused on theol-
ogy and UFOs from alumnus Barry H. Downing. The library recently 
installed new state-of-the-art exhibit cases thanks to a grant from 
the board, and the inaugural exhibit honored their new president, 
Jonathan L. Walton, along with a history of the presidency at the 
seminary. A crew from a Vietnamese TV network visited the archives 
recently to film for an upcoming show on Thich Nhat Hahn, who 
was an alumnus of Princeton Theological Seminary.

Virginia Theological Seminary – Dr. Mitzi Budde, the head librar-
ian for the last 33 years, is retiring in July and will be succeeded by 
Dr. Joseph Thompson, a current faculty member at VTS, in August. 
David Buresh will continue as the Rare Books Curator, having learned 
a great deal about the collection and about rare books from Dr. 
Budde. They are working to preserve, curate, and provide scholarly 
access to 6,500 rare books that were recently transferred to Virginia 
Theological Seminary from the General Theological Seminary in 
New York, as part of an affiliation between the two seminaries. The 
books include incunabula, as well as many early English Bibles and 
a fine collection of Early English Theology books (1522-1700). They 
are looking forward to featuring the collection in future exhibits.
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Technical Services
Brinna Michael, Pitts Theology Library, Emory University, Chair 

MEMBERS PRESENT

•	 Brinna Michael, Pitts Theology Library, Emory University, 
Chair

•	 Leslie Engelson, Murray State University
•	 Heather Hicks, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
•	 Christa Strickler, University of Notre Dame
•	 Christina Torbert, University of Mississippi
•	 Alexis Weiss, Atla, Atla Funnels Coordinator
•	 Seth Miskimins, Bridwell Library, Southern Methodist 

University
•	 Anna Appleman, Columbia Theological Seminary
•	 Becky Givins, Covenant Theological Seminary
•	 John Vinke, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary
•	 Stephanie Garrett, Catholic International University
•	 Jeff Brigham, Andover Newton Theological School
•	 Tim Hasin, Molloy University
•	 W. Field, William Booth College

ABSENTEE MEMBERS

•	 Michael Bradford, Wayne State University
•	 Bro. Andrew Kosmowski, North American Center for 

Marianist Studies, Secretary
•	 Armin Siedlecki, Pitts Theology Library, Emory University

AGENDA 

1) Steering Committee Reminders
a) A reminder of the current Steering committee members
b) Call for nominations (self or otherwise) to fill two 

vacancies
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2) Liaison Reports
a) See “Round Robin Reports” below.

3) TCB Report
a) See “Round Robin Reports” below.

4) TSIG Year in Review
a) See “Year in Review” below.

5) Open Discussion

YEAR IN REVIEW

TSIG has had a quiet year. Updates to the membership scope as 
discussed and approved at the 2023 business meeting were final-
ized and the website was updated to reflect those changes. The new 
membership scope expands and explicitly invites those working in a 
broad range of technical services roles beyond cataloging to join. A 
proposal writing workshop was held this winter with the support of 
the conference planning committee. The workshop provided a review 
of proposal writing, types of sessions, and the submission process.

ROUND ROBIN REPORTS 

CC:DA – Report written by Michael Bradford, delivered by Brinna 
Michael.

Upon the retirement of Donna Wells, a year ago, the position of 
Atla Liaison to CC:DA (ALA Committee on Cataloging: Description 
& Access) was left vacant until spring 2024.

For the 2023/2024 year, Michael served as an Intern/non-voting 
member of CC:DA. His role was to help take the minutes of the meet-
ings, held at Midwinter and Annual.

This spring, there was a call for volunteers on the TSIG Listserv 
to stand for election as the new Atla Liaison. As no others stepped 
forward, Michael was named to the position.

As of July 1st, in addition to being the Atla Liaison, he is also a full-
voting member of the committee.

For this last year:
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CC:DA responded to requests for comments by the RDA Steering 
Committee on the following proposals:

• ReligionsWG/2023/1
• ReligionsWG/2023/2
• LanguagesWG/2023/1
• PlacesWG/2023-2

The Committee has a Procedures Task Force that has been revis-
ing the documentation and manual that governs the committee and 
will be ready for approval by Core Leadership and ratification by 
the committee this summer.

The Documents Online Repository Task Force was charged last 
summer with identifying a permanent online repository and locat-
ing historical committee documents spread around online and in 
local files, and to determine a retention cycle.

The CC:DA Task Force on Personal Names in Official RDA was 
charged in Sept. 2023 with submitting a proposal to the North 
American RDA Committee (NARDAC) with revising the instructions 
on personal names. An interim report is expected by ALA Annual.

During the Midwinter Meeting, the committee receives 
reports from various communities, such as NARDAC, OCLC, 
and PCC. The complete minutes for Winter 2024 is here: https://
connect.ala.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.
ashx?DocumentFileKey=bcf43395-542d-826b-a0b6-5b0798935781. 

Michael was unable to attend the ALA Annual Meeting on June 
29th and July 1st.

On July 1st, Michael sent an email to the TSIG listserv requesting 
quick turnaround feedback/comments on the new RDA proposal 
for: RSC/ReligionsWG/2024/1, which proposes to change the word 
“church” to “place of worship,” and moves the instructions for some 
religious bodies to either a general corporate heading rule or to a 
community resource area, as they deal with a specific religion only.

Atla PCC Funnels – Reported by Alexis Weiss.

• SACO Funnel

https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/rscreligionswg20231
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/rscreligionswg20232
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/rsclanguageswg20231
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/rscplaceswg20232
https://connect.ala.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=bcf43395-542d-826b-a0b6-5b0798935781
https://connect.ala.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=bcf43395-542d-826b-a0b6-5b0798935781
https://connect.ala.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=bcf43395-542d-826b-a0b6-5b0798935781
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 ᵒ Producing proposals fairly well, due in large 
part to the addition of the Atla Metadata team 
as official members of the funnel

• NACO Funnel

 ᵒ Numbers are down from previous years, 
largely due to the departure of Richard 
Lammert (previous PCC Funnels coordinator)

 ᵒ Anna Appleman and Heather Hicks have volun-
teered to help move funnel members who are 
not currently independent through that process 
by reviewing work

• PCC Operations Committee

 ᵒ Agenda and recordings: https://www.loc.
gov/aba/pcc/documents/OpCo-2024/Agenda-
OpCo-2024.pdf 

 ᵒ These meetings are open to all, so if you are 
interested in attending the meeting virtually 
next May, contact Alexis for more information.

 ᵒ Reminder to join the PCC mailing list if you are 
interested in keeping up to date on PCC: http://
www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/discussion.html 

 ᵒ SACO Updates:
 ‐ There is a large project ongoing to modern-

ize many headings, specifically floating 
headings.
• e.g., “Christianity and Buddhism” 

is being deleted in favor of 
“Christianity—Relations—Buddhism”

• e.g., “Democracy and Christianity” is 
being deleted in favor of “Christianity—
Political aspects” and “Democracy”

 ‐ A large project to update headings related 
to Indigenous peoples and topics

 ‐ Atla has been involved in work to change/
remove/update the term “Cults”

• NACO Updates:

https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/documents/OpCo-2024/Agenda-OpCo-2024.pdf 
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/documents/OpCo-2024/Agenda-OpCo-2024.pdf 
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/documents/OpCo-2024/Agenda-OpCo-2024.pdf 
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/discussion.html  
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/discussion.html  
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 ᵒ Upcoming NACO training is tentatively sched-
uled for September

 ᵒ Paul Frank has retired, and Tricia Mackenzie 
has taken over his role as liaison for NACO to 
the Library of Congress 

TCB: Technical Services in Religion & Theology – Reported by 
Christa Strickler. It has been an exciting and challenging year for 
TCB. First, the editorial board has been expanded from an Editor 
in Chief and two Editors to include an additional Editor. Nicholas 
Friesner joined the editorial board in early fall to fill that additional 
role. Nicholas brings a wealth of editorial experience and has been a 
critical part of the team as the publication develops. Also, TCB pub-
lished the first themed issue on system migrations which attracted 
much interest from readers. Staffing changes at Atla Open Press 
have posed some challenges, including the departure of Christine 
Fruin and the upcoming departure of Christy Karpinski. The editorial 
board is also experiencing turnover as Christa Strickler steps down 
as Editor in Chief and Anna Appleman finishes her terms as Editor. 
Andy Sulavik, the Technology and Collections Services Librarian at 
Manatee County Public Library, will be joining the editorial board as 
the new Editor in Chief, and Tim Hasin, Head of Technical Services 
at Molloy University, will be joining as Editor.

OTHER

During the open discussion at the business meeting, members raised 
several points of discussion, summarized below.

Leslie Engelson put forward a request for members to nominate 
themselves for upcoming Atla Board positions as Armin Siedlecki’s 
term ends this year and Leslie’s term ends next year. Currently, Leslie 
and Armin are the only technical services representatives on the 
Board, and it would be nice to continue to have representation. For 
those interested in nominating themselves, contact Susan Ebertz on 
the Nominating Committee.

• Christa Strickler followed up with a question about 
Board service requiring in-person attendance at 
meetings four times a year.
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 ᵒ Leslie clarified that the Board meets three 
times a year: in person at Atla Annual in June, 
in person in October, and online in February 
(starting 2026).

 ᵒ The reasoning for having at least two required 
in-person meetings is that previous experience 
during COVID with all virtual meetings has 
shown to be less productive, less conducive to 
building rapport between Board members, and 
overall unpleasant to spend so many hours on 
video calls.

 ᵒ Leslie added that all costs of travel, housing, 
and food are covered by Atla for Board mem-
bers for these required in-person meetings.

 ᵒ Christina Torbert added that there are special 
provisions for Board members needing to have 
a hybrid option for attending meetings, for 
example, those living internationally.

• Brinna Michael asked about the length of a Board 
term.

 ᵒ Leslie shared that Board members are elected 
to a three-year term which can be renewed 
once, if reelected.

• Leslie Engelson asked for thoughts or advice on 
matching vendor records to OCLC records and hav-
ing those vendor records updated with the corre-
sponding OCLC number.

 ᵒ Brinna Michael mentioned that Emory 
Libraries has recently undertaken OCLC’s 
reclamation service, but Leslie is hoping for an 
ongoing process rather than a one-time project.

 ᵒ Christa Strickler mentioned Notre Dame is 
doing the OCLC data sync process.

• Christina Torbert asked for thoughts on writing 
functional requirements for a request for proposal 
from subscription agents.
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 ᵒ Leslie Engleson asked if this process has ever 
resulted in a change in vendor, which Christina 
confirmed has happened before.

 
Brinna Michael prompted attendees to consider sharing topics 
they are interested in learning more about, tools they’d like to see 
demonstrated, a particular person’s work they’d like to learn more 
about, etc. The goal is to gather possible ideas for programming 
during the coming year as well as potential presentation topics for 
Atla Annual 2025.

• Leslie Engelson is interested in learning about prac-
tical applications of AI in technical services work.

 ᵒ She has used AI prompts to help automate 
reformatting of table of contents information.

 ᵒ Brinna suggested perhaps having a two-part 
session: discussion about applications and then 
hands-on testing/exploring.

• Christa Strickler mentioned that she might propose 
a session on cleaning up eResource bibliographic 
records.

 ᵒ Heather Hicks asked about how Christa has 
approached clean-up projects previously, spe-
cifically what tools she used.

 ᵒ Christa mentioned that a good deal of Notre 
Dame’s electronic resource metadata man-
agement happens through OCLC’s Collection 
Manager. They make a great deal of local 
changes using MarcEdit, but noted that many 
of those local changes are likely to be lost in an 
upcoming system migration. Christa added that 
she prefers working directly in OCLC to avoid 
that issue.

 
Leslie Engelson asked about thoughts on the recent PCC RDA train-
ing and whether it was helpful for implementing new RDA and/or 
the new toolkit.
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• There was consensus that new RDA is challenging to 
understand, particularly the new concepts (nomen, 
res, etc.).

• Leslie mentioned that the training did help her 
understand the structure of the new toolkit.

• Becky Givins and Heather Hicks discussed their 
experiences with attempting to implement old RDA 
in the midst of system migrations.

• Brinna Michael suggested a discussion group to try 
and work through new RDA together.

• Becky asked for thoughts on the usefulness of the 
toolkit for producing NACO records.

W. Field asked if anyone had experience using Microsoft Sharepoint/
Teams in conjunction with the library catalog for discoverability 
purposes.

• John Vinke discussed the possibility of permissions 
management and how that might be a challenge for 
resources that should be openly accessible.
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World Religions
Alexander Justice, Loyola Marymount University, Convener / Secretary 

MEMBERS PRESENT

•	 Winette Field, William Booth College
•	 Ellen Frost, Perkins School of Theology
•	 Karla Grafton, Hartford International University
•	 Alexander Justice, Loyola Marymount University

AGENDA

1. Old Business – none
2. New Business

a) Plan programming to fulfill Aims

• Consensus formed to plan a field trip and a 
panel at Atla 2025 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

• Ellen will reach out to 2025 local host Michelle 
Spomer for help with proposal.

• Group brainstormed possible sites: mosque, 
Buddhist center. Distance to suburban sites 
would present difficulty.

• Additional brainstorming noted historically 
important synagogue and community Rodef 
Shalom.

• Further conversation suggested panel on ecu-
menism in Pittsburgh, especially the ecumeni-
cal response to the tragic attack on Tree of Life 
synagogue.

• Planning will continue on listserv.
b) Update the WRIG LibGuide

• Technically owned by PSIG, so need to coordi-
nate with David Schmersal

• Karla is updating the DEI LibGuide, so WRIG 
could also provide input .

• Alexander will call for input via listserv.
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DENOMINATIONAL  
GROUP REPORTS

Anabaptist/Mennonite 
Karl Stutzman, Anabaptist Mennonite Seminary, Convener

MEMBERS PRESENT

•	 Kevin Enns-Rempel, Fresno Pacific University 
•	 Jennifer Ulrich, Eastern Mennonite University
•	 Karl Stutzman, Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary
•	 Vic Froese, Canadian Mennonite University
•	 Eileen Saner, Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary 

(retired)
•	 Tim Erdel, Bethel University-Indiana

AGENDA

Discussion of each school’s highlights 

ROUND ROBIN REPORTS

Karl Stutzman, Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary

Karl has been collaborating with others to form a “hub” for Ana-
baptist-Mennonite scholarly publications. There is a Zoom meeting 
planned for Monday, June 24 at 11 am Eastern, then a consultation 
in the fall. Part of the vision is hopefully open access. There will 
also hopefully be streamlining and economies of scale. Goshen Col-
lege’s Mennonite Historical Library is undergoing a change with 
the pending retirement of Joe Springer, curator. Joe has agreed to 
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stay around until his position is filled; the first search failed. AMBS 
growth is international and has recently added a D.Min. program 
and numerous non-degree offerings. It has been an interesting 
challenge for the library to support new programs and students 
in global locations with varying levels of technology and access to 
textbooks.

Eileen Saner, Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary, retired

Eileen has been meeting remotely with an advisory committee of 
the library at the International Baptist Theological Study Center in 
Amsterdam at the invitation of librarian Katharina Penner. The 
school has a PhD program in association with the Free University. 
She also raised financial support for an initiative of the Ukrainian 
Evangelical Theological Seminary in Kyiv, Ukraine. Librarian Ro-
man Shvets is coordinating the publication of two journal issues 
on the topic “Church and War”. The first issue is Ukrainian transla-
tions of key English language articles. Ukrainian authors address 
the topic in the second issue. Over seventy books that Roman se-
lected for the UETS library were donated or purchased with the 
remaining funds.

Kevin Enns-Rempel, Fresno Pacific University 

Kevin is retiring at the end of 2024; 40 years is enough! Institution-
ally a time of transition. Raises question about organizations and 
programs at FPU. Reshaping to survive. Seminary is basically MA 
in Church Ministry or Marriage and Family Therapy. Moving to-
wards professional programs. Changes at Mennonite Library and 
Archives - relationship with history in MB denomination. Many of 
the scholars who used these collections are gone. Working with a 
lot of digitization projects in Mennonite Library and Archives. Pho-
tos, audio, video, university publications

Vic Froese, Canadian Mennonite University

Vic shared that there are changes at Canadian Mennonite Univer-
sity. Tough decisions have been made regarding the Bible and the-
ology (BTS) department. The number of students choosing to major 
in BTS is shrinking. The same is happening to the number of stu-
dents majoring in music. A social work program will be launched 
in the fall. Perhaps, further down the road, also an education pro-
gram. There is optimism that enrollment will increase. A significant 
chunk of the book budget was Bible/theology. This will also shrink 
with the addition of new programs requiring library resources. 
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CMU still has a substantial Anabaptist-Mennonite collection, and 
the hope is that it will continue to grow. But it must face the reality 
that fewer Anabaptist-Mennonite scholars are coming up through 
the ranks and interest in Anabaptist-Mennonite history is waning 
in younger generations.

Jennifer Ulrich, Eastern Mennonite University

Jennifer shared that EMU is in a similar place to Fresno and oth-
er institutions. Enrollment has been down. This has made things 
interesting. Budgets staying flat or decreasing, seeing smaller en-
rollments in Bible/religion in undergrad. Seminary is also small. 
More international students, more online (all classes have online/
in person options). That is hard on faculty and the library to sup-
port students internationally. Seminary started a MATS program, 
and is starting a Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) in Peacemaking and 
Social Change. The library is switching to Library of Congress clas-
sification (from Dewey, all new books are classed in LC and the 
staff is working to reclass older material). Thoughts and prayers 
for Marci Frederick who has cancer. Simone Horst is busy in the 
historical library. Jennifer is ending her term of serving on the Atla 
DEI committee in June.

Tim Erdel, Bethel University, Indiana

Tim shared that they keep acquiring materials in the Missionary 
Church Archives. Received eleven car/van loads from the former 
Fort Wayne Bible College that Taylor U was going to dump. Amaz-
ing finds keep turning up--original handwritten record of baptisms 
at Bethel Missionary Church near Goshen includes early leaders of 
the Mennonite Brethren in Christ. Bethel faces financial challenges 
and is shrinking, especially the Adult programs. Traditional library 
use has dropped dramatically; struggles with students coming to-
tally unprepared for college. Tim formally retired from Bethel in 
May 2022 to free up salary and benefits but kept teaching. Now will 
focus on archives. Kevin Blowers does a lot of work in library and 
archives. Have gone from staff of seven in early 90s to about two. 
Adult/graduate studies almost entirely online. First female presi-
dent at Bethel, Barbara K. Bellefeuille, very popular, but faces nu-
merous challenges. Tremendous demographic change to students 
of color, especially Latino, adding sports teams that attract over-
seas students (over 60 countries).
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Anglican/Episcopal
T. Patrick Milas, New Brunswick Theological Seminary, Convener

MEMBERS PRESENT 

•	 Mitzi Budde, Virginia Theological Seminary
•	 Vincent Williams, Virginia Theological Seminary
•	 Susanah Hanson, Trinity School for Ministry
•	 T. Patrick Milas, New Brunswick Theological Seminary
•	 Alison Poage, Seminary of the Southwest
•	 Duane Carter, Seminary of the Southwest
•	 Marlon Paterson, Seminary of the Southwest
•	 Jude Morrissey, Yale Divinity School
•	 Will Coberly, Liberty University

I. CALL TO ORDER

Members of the Anglican and Episcopal Denominational Group met 
via Zoom on June 27 at 12 p.m. Eastern. 

II. GROUP LEADERSHIP

Patrick Milas called for nominations for the role of convener. Milas 
was encouraged to continue serving as convener. He affirmed that 
he will continue. 

III. 2024 WORSKHOP/CONFERENCE REPORT

Patrick Milas reported that the Anglican and Episcopal Denominational 
Group essentially kicked off the conference Thursday morning. We 
offered worship in the Anglican tradition, and we were joined by 
folks from several different faith backgrounds, but from our own 
Episcopal and Anglican group, Jude Morrissey helped to lead the 
service. It was well attended. It was the best attended of the morn-
ing worship services at the conference.
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The Anglican and Episcopal Denomination Group was also rep-
resented in the panel, “Beyond Mere Denominationalism.” Alison 
Poage, Seminary of the Southwest, represented our group. The 
Anabaptist and Mennonite Denominational group was repre-
sented by Karl Stutzman. David Kreigh represented the Roman 
Catholic Denominational Group, and Robin McCall represented the 
Presbyterian and Reformed Denominational Group. To prepare for 
the panel presentation, Milas took a deep dive into the conference 
proceedings, going back to 1948, and looked at what was happen-
ing, what to make of these denominational groups, when did they 
get started, etc. What he discovered was that over the decades 
there was a really vibrant track record of contributing to devotions, 
sometimes called invocations or morning worship or Eucharists by 
our predecessors in this group. During the panel presentation, we 
heard about all kinds of resource-sharing that has gone on, includ-
ing some that is currently afoot. 

III. ROUND ROBIN REPORTS

Susanah Hanson, Trinity School for Ministry

Trinity School for Ministry has officially changed its name to Trinity 
Anglican Seminary.  The official announcement for this name change 
can be read here: https://www.tsm.edu/news/trinity-anglican-sem-
inary/.  In brief, while the name has changed, Trinity’s mission 
remains the same: to train Christian leaders for mission.  It is one 
of three seminaries recognized by the ACNA (https://anglicanchurch.
net/seminaries/).  

The Trinity Library experienced a large roof leak over the circulat-
ing collection on July 1, 2023.  Thankfully it was caught quickly, and 
books were moved, with mitigation efforts beginning right away.  In 
total, about 3,300 books were affected.  Of that number, 450 books 
had to be discarded due to mold, warping, discoloration, or some 
combination of the three.  

The Library roof was replaced in December 2023 (it is a flat roof 
that had been installed in 2001).

Not all of the damaged books are slated for replacement, but the 
Library has slowly started replacing some of the volumes.  

https://anglicanchurch.net/seminaries/
https://anglicanchurch.net/seminaries/
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July 1, 2024, marks Susanah’s 20th anniversary of working full-
time for the Trinity Library.  Of those years, she has been Director 
of the library for 17, since 2007.

Mitzi Budde, Virginia Theological Seminary

The new presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church elected yesterday, 
Sean Rowe, is a VTS grad, so we’re very proud of the new presiding 
bishop and wish him well in his election. He’s a good guy. Mitzi knew 
him as a student some years ago. We’re fully underway with the 
summer doctoral program. Our Vice President for Academic Affairs, 
Melody Knowles, will be on Sabbatical for the next year, and so Ross 
Kane, the Director of our DMin program, will be the acting Academic 
Dean for the coming year. Most of you know that VTS affiliated with 
General Theological Seminary in New York, a year and a half ago, 
and you probably know that in May 2023, the Board closed Keller 
Library at GTS and transferred responsibility for all library services 
to Bishop Paine Library at Virginia Seminary, and so we now are the 
library of record for both our own programs, of course, but also the 
GTS ongoing Master of Divinity program, which has become now 
an online/hybrid program. Vincent, as our User Services Librarian, 
is doing a lot of work on that. The collections have been on site, 
with the library closed, so we did a study particularly on the very 
large, rare book collection. They had 30,000 volumes in their rare 
book collection - not all of which were truly rare, but still, it’s a very 
large rare book collection. So, after about six months of study, we 
made a proposal to move about 6,500 books from Keller Library’s 
rare book collection to our collection. They remain the property of 
General Seminary - we are providing professional curation, profes-
sional services, and making them accessible to scholars at an open 
library rather than having them just locked in a closed library. The 
rest of the collections remain on-site there for now. The things that 
we transferred were the early English theology collection as a whole, 
quite a number of early English print—early printed Bibles, and the 
Canon Robert Wright Book of Common Prayer Collection, which was 
his personal collection that he had willed to the Seminary. And so 
the Seminary’s own BCP Collection remains on site there in general, 
but we have transferred the Canon Robert Wright BCP Collection, 
which is a very fine collection, and there was an article actually in 
the Living Church about that collection being transferred here and 
now available for scholarly use for the 1st time, because it was a 
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private collection. We also transferred 11 archival collections, but all 
of the institutional archives of GTS remain on site for now. We also 
partnered with the Living Church to digitize the entire background 
of that Episcopal Newspaper, and the Living Church coordinated 
and paid for it but we provided the background that they needed 
because we had a much older background than they had in their 
own offices. They’re planning to make that available on their web-
site, so I haven’t looked lately to see if all of those issues are up yet, 
but they’re supposed to be searchable PDFs - so that will help. And 
then, on a personal note, I am retiring this summer after 33 years 
at Virginia Seminary, so I only have a couple more weeks, and then 
my husband and I will be moving to Hickory, North Carolina, and I’ll 
be trying a new adventure for the last third of my life. I’ve spent the 
middle third of my life here, and hopefully, I have a third more to go. 

Vincent Williams, Virginia Theological Seminary

The GTS-VTS affiliations have definitely occupied a lot of our time 
and energy. We already had been serving a hybrid Doctor of Ministry 
program here. Adding an additional, decent-sized cohort of hybrid 
students has been something we’re trying to learn how to serve 
them best out of our library. I think that hit a lot of the main points. 
Having a library director retire will definitely bring some changes. 
We’re doing a couple of technical backend updates over the summer, 
Open Athens authentication service - we have been using Easy Proxy. 
I’m hoping to find a little bit of continuity there and future-proofing 
with Open Athens. I think Mitzi hit some of the main things. It’s kind 
of a continual cycle of getting ready for the next semester, serving 
the students, then getting ready for the next semester, serving the 
students. 

Jude Morrissey, Yale Divinity School

Yale Divinity School is busy building the Living Village. Berkeley 
Divinity School is also in the midst of construction, while the Berkeley 
Center is being rebuilt, which will include new ways to use the 
physical space. Yale University Library is going through some big 
changes, including migrating from Voyager to Alma and wrestling 
with what to do with AI. Yale Divinity Library has similarly had some 
major changes, particularly with the addition of a new Director, Cliff 
Anderson. We have also had some really great progress on special 
projects, including digitizing glass lantern slides and beginning 

https://livingvillage.yale.edu
https://berkeleydivinity.yale.edu/posts/2024-03-12-berkeley-center-renewal-march-update
https://berkeleydivinity.yale.edu/posts/2024-03-12-berkeley-center-renewal-march-update
https://divinity.yale.edu/news/clifford-anderson-appointed-divinity-library-director
https://divinity.yale.edu/news/clifford-anderson-appointed-divinity-library-director
https://collections.library.yale.edu/catalog?search_field=all_fields&q=Lin+Collection
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to keep our YDS theses in the institutional repository, Eli Scholar. 
In personal news, Jude Morrissey is now officially a nominee for 
postulancy.

Alison Poage, Seminary of the Southwest

On September 13, 2023, the library formerly known as the Library 
at the Episcopal Theological Seminary of the Southwest (1957-2000) 
and the Booher Library (2000-2023) reopened after a full renovation 
as the Bishop Dena A. Harrison Library. The print collection has 
officially been named the Booher Collection. The Harrison Library 
and the Wright Learning and Information Center, the library at 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, share an ILS. In January 
2024 the libraries migrated from Ex Libris Voyager to Koha hosted 
by ByWater Solutions. In May 2024, Seminary of the Southwest 
announced that the Southwest Board of Trustees has unanimously 
elected and called Dr. Scott Bader-Saye to be the Ninth Dean and 
President of Seminary of the Southwest. Dr. Bader-Saye will begin 
in this role on July 1, 2024. Dr. Bader-Saye had most recently been 
the Academic Dean, so the seminary will announce a new Academic 
Dean later this year.  Also in May, the Harrison Library hosted 
the staff of the Archives of the Episcopal Church for a tour of the 
Harrison Library and some refreshments. The two organizations 
shared a building at 606 Rathervue Place for over six decades so it 
was great to be back together! The Archives is now situated about 
two miles away from the Harrison Library. 

In June, Duane Carter, Assistant Library Director, attended the 
Atla Conference in person in Long Beach. Access Services Librarian, 
Marlon Patterson, and Director, Alison Poage, attended the confer-
ence online. Alison was a panelist in the session called Beyond Mere 
Denominationalism in Atla: Exploring Ways to Enhance Professional 
Development and Resource Sharing in Theological Librarianship. In that 
session, Alison shared how librarians at Seminary of the Southwest, 
Virginia Theological Seminary, and the School of Theology—Sewanee 
have met to discuss the possibility of creating retention commit-
ments for Episcopal diocesan journals. Work on that initiative will 
resume in the fall. The Harrison Library staff, led by Director Alison 
Poage, is working on digitizing seminary material such as the semi-
nary newsletter, Ratherview, and Commencement bulletins. These 
digitized works have been helpful for assisting researchers with 

https://elischolar.library.yale.edu/divinity_theses/
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questions about the seminary’s past as the institution approaches 
its 75th anniversary.

Will Coberly, Liberty University

I’m somewhat new here, so I haven’t even put in a full year yet. But 
a lot of things are happening here at Liberty; it’s a pretty fascinating 
place to be. We have a brand-new president who was inaugurated 
back in August. The Jerry Falwell Library, where we celebrated 10 
years in our new facility here, so that’s been really exciting - just 
to hit that milestone. I can talk a little bit more about the research, 
instruction side of things, which is my area. The research libraries, 
we’re kind of transitioning from teaching introductory, how to do 
basic research, and we’re going to be incorporating more research 
instruction into classes and working more as liaisons with profes-
sors. Along that same line, the research librarians here, we’re taking 
a more prominent role in research week. So I got to participate a 
few months back as a judge, in our yearly or Annual Research Week 
here with the students, and so the librarians were involved in going 
over some of the prospectus, some of the proposals, giving feedback 
before the students presented, so we’re kind of getting a little more 
integrated in with various programs and assisting students with 
the research. I actually am the special liaison between the Library 
and the Divinity School and the Divinity School has just announced 
that the school is now going to have a special seminary within it. So, 
it kind of seems like it’s all one entity. But they’re going to kind of 
rebrand, remarket, and focus more on a traditional seminary versus 
just broad Biblical studies. And with that will come some changes 
in the curriculum. And I’m already working with them on some dif-
ferent ideas of how to integrate research and how to network with 
the students. But yeah, it’s been a kind of fun experience. I do a lot 
of online consulting with the doctoral program, and the doctoral 
program students online, so we’re kind of really pushing the idea 
of meet with a librarian, or you know, every student working on a 
dissertation has to kind of connect with a librarian at some point, so 
it’s kind of an interesting emphasis that we’re working on with that.

T. Patrick Milas, New Brunswick Theological Seminary
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We have a new Access Services and Reference Coordinator, Indira 
Douglas, who has really hit the ground running. And finally, after 
a couple of years of working to tap into Rutgers University’s work-
study program, Indira has hired and trained Library Assistants as 
part of the Rutgers program, but serving New Brunswick Seminary, 
which is, by the way, surrounded on all sides by Rutgers University, 
but we are not embedded so to speak. We have reciprocal borrow-
ing arrangements between our libraries, but we are independent. 
But, we are now a work-study site for Rutgers University, so Rutgers 
University is paying for our library assistants at the Seminary Library 
circulation desk, which is delightful. It’s great for the budget, it’s great 
for the cross-pollination between the university that surrounds us 
and the seminary—and Indira has been spearheading that. Christina 
Geuther has been collaborating with me and one of my predecessors, 
Renee House, on a book project on the history of the Sage Library. 
Next year will be our 150th anniversary, and we are in the midst of 
a capital campaign for that, with the hope that we’ll have the book 
done by next fall. It’s given me an opportunity to learn a whole 
lot about the library; when you start to work in a new library, you 
would inherit all sorts of tasks and opportunities, and sometimes 
there’s so much day-to-day that you miss some of the core, original 
strengths. Just yesterday, for example, we had an architecture pro-
fessor who was doing a study on the use of concrete in American 
architecture asking for 19th-century architectural drawings, which 
led me to some beautiful watercolors from the library’s building 
period. The Reformed Church’s Archives in Manhattan burned, and 
Gardner Sage, the namesake for the library, was passionate about 
having a safer place for our materials, so this library was built as 
a fireproof library, with its concrete foundations, columns, space 
between the stacks, such that fire, even if there was a small fire, it 
should be least likely to spread. There was no electricity originally 
and oil lamps hung at the ends of the stacks—all sorts of historical 
oddities. Having a denominational archive in the building, as well, 
brings its own joys. One, this year, was that the Collegiate Church 
of New York, America’s oldest corporation’s archives are here, and 
they include all kinds of records that you might expect. So, the RCA 
Archives was contacted by PBS about a baptismal record from the 
Van Cortland family, and we were on the edge of our seats until the 
story was featured on PBS’s “Finding Your Roots”. We were curious 
who is the descendant—who was going to be the celebrity descendant 
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who was going to be featured on the show. Michael Douglas was one 
of the folks in the show, and we knew he was from New Brunswick, 
but it wasn’t him - it was Lena Dunham, who is a descendant of 
the Van Cortlands, whose records are in those archives. So that 
was a neat bit of notoriety—sometimes archival arrangement and 
processing can be behind the scenes, and often underappreciated, 
but it was nice to have that featured, and for Indira Douglas, who at 
the time was an archives assistant, to appear in the credits for that 
show. She has also digitized the Church Herald, a denominal publi-
cation. Related to that, let’s see what else is up. I enjoyed working 
with Alison Poage and others on the panel on Denominationalism. I 
continue to teach in our Doctor of Ministry program. We had a few 
more students finish their theses, which is always gratifying. So, it’s 
my personal connection to the Episcopal Church that led me to join 
this group back in 2018, and I continue to be active in the Episcopal 
Church. Our priest is planning a Sabbatical, so I’ve been working 
on a Sabbatical committee, and we’ve helped to draft a proposal for 
a Lilly Grant for that and are hopeful that that will be successful. I 
previously reported that we had record numbers of undergradu-
ates in the building, that we were open to Rutgers undergraduates, 
and we were having several hundred a week. It was exciting to 
have our historic research library so active (I would like to say that 
they were taking theological books off the shelves, but they were 
mostly there for the free WiFi and the beautiful study space). We 
had several incidents, too many incidents, of untoward behavior, 
really inappropriate behavior that led me to places like the New 
Brunswick Police Department, Rutgers Police Department, and in 
concert with the Rutgers University Library Administration, we 
have unfortunately had to close to the undergraduate students. Our 
official policy was that we were open if this undergraduate student 
could demonstrate that they had a research need at the library, but 
after the pandemic, we sort of threw the doors open after having 
no one in the library for so long— particularly hospitable, perhaps 
overly. So, we’re now closed to the undergraduates, but with the 
ship tightened a bit, things have calmed down and we’re making 
progress on our special projects. 
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WORSHIP PLANNING 2025

PATRICK MILAS: So, I would be delighted if anyone would like to 
help with the planning for a morning worship experience. I must say 
too, that as our panel presentation on denominationalism heads to 
the Proceedings, some of the discoveries we made are that worship 
was not always in the morning. There were conferences where it 
was in a plenary fashion, there’s been all sorts of things happening 
in history—sometimes they are at noon, sometimes Vespers, there’s 
been Eucharists. Folks have brought in local clergy to conference 
hotels, we’ve also sponsored worship at nearby cathedrals, and so 
there’s really a wide range of opportunities. I do think that Atla is 
in the pattern of having morning worship at 7 a.m. on conference 
days in the conference hotel. 

JUDE MORRISSEY: Since I’m on the conference committee, I just want 
to say that that was something that we had discussed and considered 
very seriously shaking that up. So, morning worship is not neces-
sarily something that we’re going to be sticking to, so if you had an 
idea about afternoon or evening, that would be quite acceptable.

PATRICK MILAS: Thank you so much for sharing that, Jude, that’s 
awesome. That’s very encouraging because I can say that when I 
was a 1st time attendee at an Atla Conference, I didn’t go to the 
morning worship. It was so early, and if I could absent myself from 
something it was that, but over the years I realized, how whole-
some it is, and I’ve enjoyed attending in my tradition, and in others, 
I think it’s a really neat opportunity to see the diversity of religious 
traditions represented in Atla and to let the aesthetics and beauty 
of the Anglican tradition shine. Great, wow! Well, so then it’s really 
an open opportunity. Susanah wants to add since Atla Annual will 
be in Pennsylvania next year, right?

SUSANAH HANSON: Right, I mean, Pittsburgh is maybe a 30-minute 
drive from where I live—I’m at the Anglican Seminary, and there 
are a lot of Pittsburgh clergy that I know, so I’m sure that I can help 
with whatever—ensure that is, whatever shape we decide it takes 
I’m happy to help with that.

PATRICK MILAS: Excellent, Jude, is there a conference hotel identified?

JUDE MORRISSEY: The Omni William Penn.
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SUSANAH HANSON: I need to check my map and see how far that 
is from the cathedral there in Pittsburgh, but it might not be that 
far from what I remember. So, anyway, stay tuned.

JUDE MORRISSEY: And it’s Michelle Spomer at PTS who is a great 
resource. 

SUSANAH HANSON: Yes, I will let her know about our interests. 

PATRICK MILAS: Excellent. Well, this is delightful to hear. I think I 
particularly enjoyed when we had morning worship at its normal 
time at Christ Church Cathedral in Vancouver. Just a short walk from 
the conference hotel, it was a light lift in terms of getting there, and 
it was neat to be able to experience a Canadian flavor of morning 
worship, which included a Eucharist and a homily, and folks from 
our Anglican and Episcopal Denominational Group helped with the 
planning and hosting of that event. Something along those lines or 
perhaps even greater. I’m thinking of distinctives, for the Anglican 
tradition, Evensong is a beautiful tradition. Evening prayer, Evenson 
perhaps.

SUSANAH HANSON: Compline maybe.

PATRICK MILAS: Compline yeah!

SUSANAH HANSON: It’s at the end of the evening and tends to be 
a very nice service— a short service but a nice wrap-up to the day.

PATRICK MILAS: A great way to end the day, yeah absolutely.

ALLISON POGUE: So a couple of things. I love Pittsburgh, I hate fly-
ing, but I love Pittsburgh, and kind of have some family roots in that 
area. It’s an early time to be thinking about this, but I’m thinking 
about possibly going next year, and I would be happy to help with 
the service. And I love singing, but that’s all I’m going to say. They 
recruited me onto the Seminary Choir, so there’s going to be some 
singing. I’m happy to participate if I’m there in person.

SUSANAH HANSON: We can do a duet, Allison.

ALLISON POGUE: We also have our choir director. I just want to say, 
great musician sitting right here, so see if we can get him to Pittsburgh.
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PATRICK MILAS: Yeah, that’s great! This all sounds excellent. Are there 
other thoughts for next year’s conference worship, or otherwise? 
One of the things that came up—thank you, Natalie—that came up 
during the denominationalism session. Stephen Sweeney pointed out 
that he saw that no one from the Roman Catholic Denominational 
Group was presenting, and he said “let’s present”—and so he did, I 
think. At the next conference, he had a couple or maybe three ses-
sions, as did several others. The pandemic was very isolating, and 
the number of sessions, the number of sessions and the participa-
tion level, really waned a bit, but it seems to be a good time to really 
ramp it up, and so allow me to say and encourage you all to pres-
ent, whether it has anything to do with the Anglican and Episcopal 
Denominational Group or not. Consider sharing some of the great 
work that you’re doing through conference presentations or panels 
next year. What you’ve shared during your institutional reports is 
compelling—there’s a lot of great stuff going on at your libraries and 
I’d love to learn more about it in the conference setting. So, there’s my 
pep rally—I’ll be thinking about it, too. Feel free to use our Anglican 
and Episcopal list-serv as a go-to place for communication. If you’re 
not on that list, you can be. Will, are you on that list? I’ll plan to add 
you with your permission.

WILL COBERLY: Yeah, that’d be fine.

PATRICK MILAS: Very good. I would entertain a motion to adjourn. 
So, moved. We are adjourned. 

Special thanks go to Ms. Shraeyah Rajeshwaran, Library Assistant, 
Gardner A. Sage Library, New Brunswick Theological Seminary, for 
transcribing the meeting recording to prepare the report for submis-
sion to the Atla Yearbook 2024. 
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Baptist
A Business Meeting for the Baptist Denominational Group was held 
on Wednesday, June 26. The meeting was then canceled due to a 
lack of attendance.
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Campbell-Stone
Carisse Berryhill, Abilene Christian University

MEMBERS PRESENT 

•	 Robin Hartman, Bushnell University
•	 Carisse Berryhill, Abilene Christian University

I. CALL TO ORDER

Two members met online to share news of our respective and 
related libraries.

II. ROUND ROBIN REPORTS

Bushnell University – Now in her second year at Bushnell, Robin 
has been appointed Director of the Kellenberger Library. The fac-
ulty at Bushnell come from several branches of the Campbell-Stone 
Movement.

Abilene Christian University – ACU Library is opening the Landon 
Saunders Center for Joy and Human Flourishing in August, in con-
nection with its receipt of Landon Saunders’ archives last year. 
Received this year were the Enos Dowling Hymnal Collection and 
archival records from Lincoln Christian University, which has closed; 
and the Thomas H. Olbricht books and papers, along with archives 
from Ohio Valley University, after bankruptcy proceedings were 
concluded. The library’s fundraising is focused on endowments for 
its collections.

III. OTHER NEWS

The Disciples of Christ Historical Society, now in Bethany, West 
Virginia, has announced a vacancy for an archivist.  Oklahoma 
Christian University has reduced its number of librarians from three 
to one, citing enrollment challenges. Its former theological librarian, 
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Atla member Chris Rosser, is now the First Year and Transfer Student 
Experience Librarian at Oklahoma State University. Pepperdine 
University’s Lucy Perrin is now the Director and Archivist for 
Rushford Center for Research on the History of Churches of Christ 
and the Stone-Campbell Restoration Movement. Jerry Rushford is 
the Curator of Pepperdine’s Churches of Christ Heritage Collection. 
Harding School of Theology will be moving this fall from Memphis, 
Tennessee, to Searcy, Arkansas, after 66 years at its home campus 
at 1000 Cherry Road in Memphis. The library will be relocated to 
Searcy in 2026. It will be open by appointment only until the move. 
Atla member Whitney Hammes has been appointed the Theological 
Librarian.  



50

Lutheran
A Business Meeting for the Lutheran Denominational Group did 
not occur in 2024.
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Methodist
Wesley Custer, Asbury Theological Seminary, Chair

MEMBERS PRESENT 

•	 Wes Custer – Asbury Theological Seminary
•	 Ellen Frost – Southern Methodist Seminary, Bridwell Library

I. AGENDA

1) Project Updates
2) Thoughts for future projects
3) Volunteers for service

II. PROJECT UPDATES

The Wesley’s Works project at Emory University is ongoing. Andrew 
Keck is the point person. 

The World Methodist Museum collections were moved to the Bridwell 
Library, which received a grant to study the collection.

III. FUTURE PROJECTS

Digitization project again

•  Newsletters/leaflets from the 60s and 70s. 
•  Create a document of Title data and what we each 

have (Google form) 
•  Complete sets of Methodist publications
•  Potentially use this: https://www.atla.com/

member-benefits/digitization-grant-program/ 

https://www.atla.com/member-benefits/digitization-grant-program/
https://www.atla.com/member-benefits/digitization-grant-program/
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IV. ACTION ITEMS FOR THE PROJECTS

•  Email list with the idea and ask for interest with the 
grant information in the email

•  Ellen will follow up with this. 
•  Send out an e-vote for positions
•  Lee Webb has volunteered to serve as the chair for 

the coming year. Ellen Frost will serve as the vice 
chair.
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Orthodox
A Business Meeting for the Orthodox Denominational Group did 
not occur in 2024.
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Presbyterian and Reformed
Virginia Dearborn, Princeton Theological Seminary, Secretary

MEMBERS PRESENT 

•	 David Schmersal, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary
•	 John Vinke, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary
•	 Becky Givens, Covenant Theological Seminary
•	 Jim Pakala, retired, Covenant Theological Seminary
•	 Allison Graham, Princeton Theological Seminary
•	 Virginia Dearborn, Princeton Theological Seminary
•	 Robin McCall, Union Presbyterian Seminary (moderator)

I. AGENDA

Robin welcomed everyone to the virtual meeting and offered to 
serve another year as the moderator of the group unless anyone 
else wanted to step into the role. As no one else wished to become 
moderator at this time, Robin began the meeting. She invited attend-
ees to share introductions, memorials for anyone who may have 
passed since we last met, and other library news and institutional 
updates. First-time denominational group attendees were Allison 
Graham and John Vinke.

The main topics of conversation at this year’s meeting were 
reflections on this year’s Atla Annual in Long Beach (and Zoom), 
and articulation of purpose and succession planning for our group. 
There was some overlap between these, as Dr. Patrick Milas from 
New Brunswick Theological Seminary led a panel discussion about 
the history and function of the denominational groups in the asso-
ciation at this year’s conference. How might we steward denomi-
national resources and also encourage participation in this group? 
We could use the Presbyterian and Reformed Atla listserv to include 
more people and additional institutions. Robin will also reach out to 
the Presbyterian seminaries who have not been represented in the 
group in the recent past. John shared that the panel discussion itself 
inspired him to attend the group’s meeting for the first time this year.
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In addition to Robin’s participation in the denominational group 
panel, David held a session about those tasks in public services 
librarianship that seem to fall outside “other duties as assigned,” 
as well as a panel presentation about AI and theological education, 
in which Allison co-presented. Jim reflected on Karl Stutzman’s 
presentation about making the case for print collections.

In the reports below, retirements, absorption of responsibilities 
by remaining staff, and new (within the last few years) institutional 
leadership were the common themes. 

II. ROUND ROBIN REPORTS

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary (Austin, Texas, USA) 
– David Schmersal, Access and Instruction Librarian, and John 
Vinke, Assistant Director, Library and Learning Services, shared 
that President José R. Irizarry was called to be Austin Seminary’s 
tenth president on June 27, 2022, and inaugurated on March 31, 
2023, and the Rev. Dr. Margaret Aymer is now the Vice-president for 
Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty, The First Presbyterian Church, 
Shreveport, D. Thomason Professor of New Testament Studies. The 
Rev. Dr. Timothy Lincoln has retired and been named Director of the 
Library and Research Professor in Theological Education Emeritus. 
Kristy Sorensen has become the new library director (official title: 
Associate Dean, Library and Learning Services), and Rev. Alan 
Constant has joined the library staff at ¼ time. All library staff are 
absorbing added responsibilities.

Covenant Theological Seminary (Creve Coeur, Missouri, USA) – 
Becky Givens, Technical Services Librarian, reported that Covenant 
(along with all 62 MOBIUS libraries) are moving from Sierra to FOLIO. 
Migration is currently in progress. Also, Mark Green has joined the 
library as the Public Services Librarian. Jim (and Denise) Pakala are 
staying active in local church work, Bible studies, and other activi-
ties. It was great to see Jim in the (Zoom) room.

Princeton Theological Seminary, Wright Library (Princeton, 
New Jersey, USA) – Virginia Dearborn, Discovery and Web Services 
Librarian, reported that since our last gathering the library has wel-
comed Allison Graham as Research and Reference Librarian, and 
has two open positions—Circulation Supervisor (for evenings and 
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weekends) and Head of Circulation Services—and is excited to have 
launched its new website on June 11, 2024, following an 18-month 
institution-wide website redesign and development process. Dennis 
T. Olson, the Charles T. Haley Professor of Old Testament Theology, is 
retiring after 37 years, and Dr. Clifton Black, Otto A. Piper Professor 
of Biblical Theology, is retiring this month after 25 years, at Princeton 
Seminary. Dr. Shalon Park and Mélena Laudig will join the faculty 
in 2025 as Assistant Professor of Asian Christianity and Assistant 
Professor of African American Christianity, respectively. Dr. Hanna 
Reichel has been promoted to Full Professor and appointed to the 
Charles Hodge Chair of Systematic Theology, and another faculty 
promotion will be announced soon.

Union Presbyterian Seminary (Richmond, Virginia, USA) – Robin 
McCall, Seminary Librarian, offered a remembrance of Dr. Samuel 
E. Balentine, scholar and long-time Professor of Old Testament 
and Director of Graduate Studies, who passed away last week, and 
remembered Dr. Mary Anne Fowlkes, Professor Emerita of Childhood 
Education. She also reported that Dr. Mengistu Lemma, previously 
the interlibrary loan coordinator, has become the Reference & 
Interlibrary Loan Librarian in Richmond. The search for an instruc-
tional designer and director of the Charlotte campus library is cur-
rently on hold. Union is moving from Blackboard to Canvas.
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Roman Catholic 
David Kriegh, Saint Mary’s College of California, Convener
Kathy Harty, Sacred Heart Seminary & School of Theology, Secretary

MEMBERS PRESENT

•	 Anthony Amodeo, Retired
•	 Jessica Boyer, Mount St. Mary’s University
•	 Clay-Edward Dixon, Graduate Theological Union
•	 Connor Flatz, St. Joseph’s Seminary
•	 Stephanie Garrett, Catholic International University
•	 Kathy Harty, Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology
•	 Barnaby Hughes, Atla
•	 Alexander Justice, Loyola Marymount University
•	 Br. Andrew Kosmowski, SM, North American Center for 

Marianist Studies
•	 Alan Krieger, University of Notre Dame
•	 David Kriegh, Saint Mary’s College of California
•	 Brian Morin, Mt. Angel Abbey
•	 Ann Owen, Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology
•	 Steve Perisho, Seattle Pacific University
•	 Derek Rieckens, Baker & Taylor
•	 Stephen Sweeney, St. John Vianney Seminary

MEMBERS ABSENT

•	 Fr. John Martin Ruiz, OP, Dominican Theological Library 

YEAR IN REVIEW

A wonderful time was had by all of our in-person attendees at the 
annual conference in Long Beach, culminating in our traditional 
denominational dinner held at Solita Tacos and Margaritas, an 
event so large we had to make two reservations! With all of that 
socializing out of the way, we were more than ready to conduct our 
business meeting on the following Tuesday, June 25. With much 
old business to unpack, following up on these projects was the 
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main focus of the meeting. We kicked things off with some quick 
introductions, including the sharing of the books we were reading. 
Regular features of the meeting include a recap of presentations 
at the conference by members of our group and an update from 
our friends at the Catholic Library Association. The recent inte-
gration of the Catholic Research Resources Alliance into the Atla 
family of products and services dominated the conversation, with 
an interest in adjusting our previous conversations about devel-
oping LibGuides of Catholic content into a more comprehensive 
partnership. Two matters of old business around the defunct Ori-
gins and problematic L’Osservatore Romano appear to have run 
their course. Meanwhile, conversations around collaborative col-
lections have shifted into exploring new tools that may be more ef-
fective than GreenGlass to provide insights to similar type libraries 
as to how they can support one another. Finally, prior to the closing 
prayer, we reported to the group on the successes and challenges 
our libraries face. We remain resilient and committed to connect-
ing the populations we serve through access to quality resources. 

AGENDA

1. Opening prayer by David Kriegh
2. Welcome and Introductions 
3. Old Business 

a. Presentation Roundup
•	 Stephen Sweeney, Kathy Harty, Dyan Barbeau, 

Stephanie Garrett, Brian Morin, David Kriegh all 
presented at this year’s conference.

b. CRRA integration into Atla (was LibGuide Project)
•	 CRRA has come under the umbrella of Atla, which 

has agreed to keep those resources freely and openly 
available.

•	 In addition to the Catholic Portal and the Newspaper 
Archive, the subject guides created by Ted Bergfelt at 
Duquesne University will be maintained. There is a 
need to update some of the information in those.

•	 Additionally, there is still a place for a “Catholi-
cism 101” guide within the Atla LibGuides, which is 
where this group may best be able to contribute. The 
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RC LibGuide Suggested Sources spreadsheet created 
last year may be a good starting place.

•	 Regarding the Newspaper Archive, what about 
resources from religious congregations? They may 
have materials that would be excellent prospects 
for digitization, but would need assistance with the 
process. Contacting Jean McManus might be helpful, 
as she had dealt with this.

c. Core Print Analysis
•	 This may be a fading need for the group. However, 

several members are either investigating or using 
Choreo from OCLC to analyze their collections.

•	 This may be a fruitful topic for a presentation next 
year.

d. Catholic Library Association Update (presented by Br. 
Andrew Kosmowski)

•	 The spring conference was in April, held virtually. 
CLA is planning two webinars for continuing educa-
tion.

•	 Sometime in October, Dr. Leslie Farmer will present 
on AI in schools, and a second webinar on Eastern 
European libraries is being planned.

•	 Finally, the Catholic Library World will be full-text 
in the Atla databases once contract negotiations are 
completed. 

e. Origins
•	 The publication seems to be well and truly defunct, 

and mourned by all. 
f. l’Osservatore Romano

•	 Some members have been having difficulties in 
receiving their English-language issues, most likely 
due to changes in U.S. distributors.  If anyone has 
back issues they would like to contribute, Barnaby 
Hughes will be happy to receive them for indexing.

4. New Business
•	 There was no new business raised.

5. Closing Prayer was offered by David Kriegh following the 
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Round Robin Reports. 

ROUND ROBIN REPORTS

Saint Mary’s College of California - David Kriegh is the Head of 
Collection Management, and will be adding Theology to his port-
folio of subjects. There have been budget cuts, but they expect to 
weather this well.

Graduate Theological Union - Is losing the Episcopalian school 
because it is moving entirely online. This loss in revenue and re-
sources has impacted their collection development, particularly in 
periodical standing orders.

North American Center for Marianist Studies - Has had a slight 
increase in their budget. Br. Andrew will be training several mem-
bers from overseas in the basics of cataloging. If anyone has sug-
gestions or materials for training, please contact him.

University of Notre Dame - The library is reorganizing its staff-
ing and is moving to a collection strategy featuring annual pur-
chases of large interdisciplinary ebook packages from a variety of 
publishers. Alan Krieger will become more involved with resource 
vendor communications as well as continuing his role in ‘back-
end’ collection development through selection of individual titles 
in both print and electronic formats. The university also has a new 
president, Rev. Robert A. Dowd, CSC. 

Seattle Pacific University - Is undergoing drastic budget cuts, re-
sulting in losing at least 40% of their faculty, and it may be a strug-
gle to survive in the long haul. On a positive note, the seminary 
dean has shown an interest in the Catholic tradition of praying.

Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology - Enrollment is 
steady. An interim rector has been appointed for one year until the 
new permanent rector is ready to serve. The library is getting new, 
low-E windows with UV protection, after years of requests.

St. Joseph’s Seminary - Is preparing for its ATS accreditation visit. 
The library lost one employee, by transfer to another department, 
but is expected to be able to replace the position. The propaedeutic 
and discipleship stage students have been moved to the seminary 
campus, as well as the supporting library collections. Connor has 
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been busy integrating philosophy collections into the main collec-
tion.

Mt. Angel Abbey - The integration of the propaedeutic students 
has gone well. They will have a new rector, Rev. Jeff Eirvin, begin-
ning in August. The head of technical services is retiring, and the 
seminary is paying for the archivist to complete her MLS to take 
on the position. A search for a new archivist will be forthcoming. 
There are plans to do some remodeling, particularly the computer 
area, and architects are being consulted. 

Mount St. Mary’s Emmitsburg - The library migrated to ExLibris’ 
Alma/Primo/Rapido in January and has been very well pleased with 
the system. They have been working on several grant-funded proj-
ects: a 10K NEH grant to support the preservation of the rare book 
collection, as well as two rounds of funding from ALA’s Libraries 
Transforming Communities grants totaling 30K. These funds are 
being used for capital building improvements: new furniture and 
improving accessibility.

Catholic International University - Just went live with its new 
name, changed from Catholic Distance University. They are offer-
ing several new degrees, with subsequent budget doubling to sup-
port the programs. They are looking for a bilingual librarian who 
can also do writing support.

Loyola Marymount University -  There is a new dean of the Liberal 
Arts college, and the school is gradually updating and remodeling 
the campus. The adjunct professors have voted to unionize. The 
digital special collections “display” changes monthly - check it out!

Atla - Natalie Whitaker has been hired as the new membership 
coordinator for Atla. Barnaby’s webinar article on Catholic Church 
documents will be published shortly in the Catholic Library World.

Catholic Theological Union - An update was provided by Derek 
Rieckens, since he started his new position with Baker & Taylor 
only in the last couple of months. The staff has been reduced to 
three, and the weeding of the collection continues, with at least a 
sixth gone. 

Tony Amodeo - Has been weeding his personal collection, and is 
looking for places he can contribute them. Members suggested 
checking out Better World Books, Windows Booksellers, and the 
Theological Book Network.
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MEMORIALS

Ruth Tonkiss Cameron (1950-2023)
Ruth Tonkiss Cameron, the Burke Library’s Archivist for nearly 20 
years until her retirement in 2016, passed away on December 2, 
2023, after a long illness. Ruth’s passion for the Burke’s archives 
was formidable, and her expertise was an enormous benefit to 
researchers and colleagues alike. Ruth was deeply committed to 
helping scholars and students from near and far. Her extensive 
knowledge of the contexts of the collections—historical, cultural, 
theological—and of the collections themselves, enabled her to pro-
vide insightful support to countless archival researchers over the 
years. Those who worked with her recall her profound dedication 
to preserving the sources and stories in the archives and sharing 
them with others.

Among her many accomplishments at the Burke was develop-
ing and expanding the renowned Archives of Women in Theologi-
cal Scholarship collections, as well as the archives and records of 
Union Theological Seminary. She also worked to preserve, process, 
and expand the Burke’s celebrated Missionary Research Library 
archives. Her accomplishments at the Burke have left a rich and 
enduring legacy for present and future generations of scholarship 
and learning.

Kathryn (Kathie) Luther Henderson 
(1923-2022)
Professor Emerita Kathryn (Kathie) Luther Henderson of Univer-
sity of Illinois Urbana-Champaign passed away on August 18, 2022. 

Kathie earned all her college degrees at the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign including an MS in library science in 1951. 
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A founding member and first national secretary of Beta Phi Mu, 
the international honor society for library and information stud-
ies, she held positions in the University of Illinois Library, first as 
a clerical assistant from 1944-1946 and then as a serial cataloger 
from 1950-1953.

In 1953, she moved to Chicago, where she held positions as cir-
culation librarian (1953-1956) and head cataloger (1956-1965) at 
McCormick Theological Seminary.

In 1965, Kathie was asked to join the faculty of the Graduate 
School of Library Science (now the School of Information Sciences) 
and returned to Urbana, teaching Cataloging and Classification, 
Technical Services Functions, and Preserving Information Re-
sources. She developed computer-assisted instruction lessons for 
cataloging using PLATO as early as 1971. Regularly receiving out-
standing ratings from students on course evaluations, in 1991 she 
was recognized at the campus level for her significant contribu-
tions as a teacher with the Award for Excellence in Graduate and 
Professional Teaching.

In 1993, she was recognized at the 1993 American Library As-
sociation conference as the winner of the 1993 Beta Phi Mu Award 
citing her “distinguished record of teaching and service that has 
defined an uncommon level of excellence and has challenged and 
inspired a generation of librarians and library educators.”

Kathie was a longstanding member of multiple professional 
associations, including the American Library Association and the 
American Theological Library Association, now Atla. She served 
on and chaired numerous committees related to technical services, 
cataloging, and classification. 

While Kathryn Luther Henderson has made numerous research 
and service contributions, her most valuable legacy is the hun-
dreds of students whom she taught. Students were inspired by her 
example to be enthusiastic about librarianship and to strive for 
excellence in their work just as she sought excellence in teaching.

Upon graduation, she married Harold Scott, a recent graduate of 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Seminary and Sterling College alum-
nus, moving with him to his first congregation in Richmond, Kan-
sas, where she was able to work as a piano teacher and focused on 
the job of raising a family of three sons. The family subsequently 
moved to Des Moines, Iowa, and Santa Ana, California, as Harold 
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was called to new congregations, and finally to Pittsburgh in 1958, 
where he joined the faculty of Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary (now 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary). In the late 1960s, she earned a 
degree in Library and Information Science from the University of 
Pittsburgh. She then joined the staff of Pittsburgh Theological Sem-
inary library, where she was supervisor of cataloging for many 
years, and briefly served as the library’s interim director. 

After her retirement, she worked on a voluntary basis as the 
library’s archivist. One of her most important accomplishments 
there was the organization and documentation of the records of 
the United Presbyterian Church of North America, a branch of the 
Presbyterian family dating back to the 17th century that had cre-
ated Pittsburgh-Xenia seminary and merged into the much larg-
er Presbyterian Church. She was esteemed as a deeply believing 
Christian who was also accepting of the variety of human paths in 
this world. She faithfully served in the spiritual and community 
life of the churches where Harold was pastor. Her kind and gentle 
disposition earned her the love of all who knew her.

Clifford Wunderlich (1950-2024)
Clifford Scott Wunderlich passed away on May 18, 2024. He was 74 
years old.

Born in Chicago on February 5, 1950, Cliff was a graduate of 
Ohio Wesleyan University and the Yale Divinity School. He came to 
Harvard in 1976 as a doctoral student in the Department of Near 
Eastern Languages and Civilizations and worked as a student assis-
tant at the then Andover-Harvard Theological Library at the Har-
vard Divinity School.

He became a regular member of the library staff in 1985, after 
working for a few years at the Episcopal Divinity School, in Cam-
bridge. During his 32-year tenure at HDS, Cliff served first as a cata-
loger and then as a public services librarian, eventually becoming 
head of research services and curator of digital collections. He re-
tired in 2017. 

Cliff was a steadfast proponent of publicizing the unique collec-
tions the library had, from collaborating with Emory and Princeton 
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to digitize a collection of Thanksgiving Day Sermons, to featuring 
historical images of UU churches and people on the library’s web-
site, to putting on numerous library exhibits featuring resources 
from special collections.

Cliff is survived by his husband David Shuckra; his sisters 
Cande, Christel, and Claudia; several nieces and nephews; and 
grand nephews and nieces.
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OFFICERS OF ATLA  
(1947–2023)

TERM PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY*

TREASURER

1947–
48

L. R. Elliott Charles P. 
Johnson

Robert F. 
Beach

Ernest M. 
White

1948–
49

L. R. Elliott Lucy W. 
Markley

Robert F. 
Beach

J. Stillson 
Judah

1949–
50

Jannette 
Newhall

Kenneth S. 
Gapp

Robert F. 
Beach

E. F. George

1950–
51

Jannette 
Newhall

O. Gerald 
Lawson

Evah 
Ostrander

E. F. George

1951–
52

Raymond P. 
Morris

Margaret 
Hort

Evah 
Ostrander

Calvin 
Schmitt

1952–
53

Raymond P. 
Morris

Henry M. 
Brimm

Esther 
George

Calvin 
Schmitt

1953–
54

Henry M. 
Brimm

Robert F. 
Beach

Esther 
George

Calvin 
Schmitt

1954–
55

Robert F. 
Beach

Evah 
Kincheloe

Alice 
Dagan

Ernest M. 
White

1955–
56

Robert F. 
Beach

Helen 
Uhrlich

Alice 
Dagan

Ernest M. 
White

1956–
57

Helen B. 
Uhrlich

Calvin 
Schmitt

Alice 
Dagan

Harold B. 
Prince

C O N T I N U E D

* �Formerly known as Secretary, beginning in 1956–57, the title was changed to 
Executive Secretary. Atla reorganized in 1991, and the Executive Secretary became 
a paid Atla staff position. In 1993, this position became Director of Member Ser-
vices.



67    ANNUAL Y E ARBOOK

TERM PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY*

TREASURER

1957–
58

Calvin Schmitt Decherd 
Turner

Alice 
Dagan

Harold B. 
Prince

1958–
59

Decherd 
Turner

Pamela 
Quiers

Frederick 
Chenery

Harold B. 
Prince

1959–
60

Pamela Quiers Kenneth 
Quiers

Frederick 
Chenery

Harold B. 
Prince

1960–
61

Kenneth Gapp Conolly 
Gamble

Frederick 
Chenery

Harold B. 
Prince

1961–
62

Conolly 
Gamble

Donn M. 
Farris

Frederick 
Chenery

Harold B. 
Prince

1962–
63

Donn M. 
Farris

Jay S. Judah Frederick 
Chenery

Harold B. 
Prince

1963–
64

Jay S. Judah Charles 
Johnson

Frederick 
Chenery

Harold B. 
Prince

1964–
65

Charles 
Johnson

George H. 
Bricker

Frederick 
Chenery

Peter 
VandenBerge

1965–
66

George H. 
Bricker

Roscoe M. 
Pierson

Thomas E. 
Camp

Peter 
VandenBerge

1966–
67

Roscoe 
Pierson

Arthur E. 
Jones

Thomas E. 
Camp

Peter 
VandenBerge

1967–
68

Arthur E. 
Jones

Maria 
Grossmann

Susan A. 
Schultz

David Guston

1968–
69

Maria 
Grossmann

Harold B. 
Prince

Susan A. 
Schultz

David Guston

1969–
70

Harold B. 
Prince

Henry 
Scherer

Susan A. 
Schultz

David Guston

1970–
71

Henry 
Scherer

Genevieve 
Kelly

Susan A. 
Schultz

David 
Guston

1971–
72

Genevieve 
Kelly

Peter 
VandenBerge

David J. 
Wartluft

Warren 
Mehl

1972–
73

Peter 
VandenBerge

John D. Batsel David J. 
Wartluft

Warren 
Mehl

C O N T I N U E D
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TERM PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY*

TREASURER

1973–
74

John D. Batsel Oscar C. 
Burdick

David J. 
Wartluft

Warren 
Mehl

1974–
75

Oscar C. 
Burdick

Roland E. 
Kircher

David J. 
Wartluft

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1975–
76

Roland E. 
Kircher

Erich Schultz David J. 
Wartluft

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1976–
77

Erich R.W. 
Schultz

John B. Trotti David J. 
Wartluft

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1977–
78

John B. Trotti Elmer J. 
O’Brien

David J. 
Wartluft

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1978–
79

Elmer J. 
O’Brien

G. Paul 
Hamm

David J. 
Wartluft

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1979–
80

Simeon Daly G. Paul 
Hamm

David J. 
Wartluft

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1980–
81

Simeon Daly Jerry 
Campbell

David J. 
Wartluft

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1981–
82

Jerry 
Campbell

Robert 
Dvorak

Albert 
Hurd

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1982–
83

Robert 
Dvorak

Martha 
Aycock

Albert 
Hurd

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1983–
84

Martha 
Aycock

Ronald 
Deering

Albert 
Hurd

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1984–
85

Ronald 
Deering

Sara Mobley Albert 
Hurd

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1985–
86

Sara Myers Stephen 
Peterson

Simeon 
Daly

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1986–
87

Stephen 
Peterson

Rosalyn 
Lewis

Simeon 
Daly

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1987–
88

Rosalyn Lewis Channing 
Jeschke

Simeon 
Daly

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

1988–
89

Channing 
Jeschke

H. Eugene 
McLeod

Simeon 
Daly

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

C O N T I N U E D
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TERM PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY*

TREASURER

1989–
90

H. Eugene 
McLeod

James Dunkly Simeon 
Daly

Robert A. 
Olsen, Jr.

TERM PRESIDENT  VICE PRESIDENT

1990–91 James Dunkly Mary Bischoff

1991–92 James Dunkly Mary Bischoff

1992–93 Mary Bischoff Linda Corman

1993–94 Roger Loyd Linda Corman

1996–97 M. Patrick Graham Sharon A. Taylor

1997–98 M. Patrick Graham Dorothy G. Thomason

1998–99 Milton J. (Joe) Coalter Dorothy G. Thomason

2000–01 William Hook Sharon Taylor

2001–02 Sharon Taylor Eileen K. Saner

2002–03 Eileen K. Saner Paul Schrodt

2003–04 Paul Schrodt Paul Stuehrenberg

2004–05 Paul Stuehrenberg Christine Wenderoth

2005–06 Christine Wenderoth Duane Harbin

2006–07 Duane Harbin Martha Lund Smalley

2007–08 Martha Lund Smalley David R. Stewart

2008–09 David R. Stewart Roberta A. Schaafsma

2009–10 David R. Stewart Roberta A. Schaafsma

2010–11 Laura C. Wood Eileen Crawford

2011–12 John B. Weaver Andrew Keck

2012–13 Andrew Keck Beth Bidlack

C O N T I N U E D
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TERM PRESIDENT  VICE PRESIDENT

2013–14 Beth Bidlack Melody Layton 
McMahon

2014–15 Beth Bidlack Kelly Campbell

2015–16 Kelly Campbell Timothy D. Lincoln

TERM PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT TREASURER**

2016–
17

Timothy D. 
Lincoln

Matthew J. 
Ostercamp

Matthew 
Ostercamp

2017–
18

Matthew J. 
Ostercamp

Jennifer 
Bartholomew

Ellen Frost

2018–
19

Jennifer 
Bartholomew

Stephen V. 
Sweeney

Christina Torbert

2019–
20

Stephen V. 
Sweeney

Ellen Frost Armin Siedlecki

2020–
21

Stephen V. 
Sweeney

Ellen Frost Armin Siedlecki

2021–
22

Christina  
Torbert

Armin Siedlecki Jérémie LeBlanc

2022–
23

Jérémie LeBlanc Armin Siedlecki Kris Veldheer

2023–
24

Jérémie LeBlanc  Susan Ebertz Kris Veldheer

* Formerly known as Secretary, beginning in 1956–57, the title was changed to Execu-
tive Secretary. Atla reorganized in 1991, and the Executive Secretary became a paid 
Atla staff position. In 1993, this position became Director of Member Services.

** The Board of Directors adopted new bylaws in 2016, adding Treasurer to the Of-
ficers of Atla beginning in FY2017.
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ATLA ORGANIZATIONAL 
DIRECTORY (2023–2024)
OFFICERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jérémie LeBlanc, President
Chief Librarian, Jean Leon Allie Library, Saint Paul University
Susan Ebertz, Vice President
Director Emerita, Reu Memorial Library, Wartburg Theological 
Seminary
Matthew Thiesen, Secretary
Director of Library and Information Services, Cline-Tunnell 
Library, Western Seminary
Kris Veldheer, Treasurer
Library Director, Paul Bechtold Library, Catholic Theological 
Union

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Yasmine Abou-El-Kheir
Director, Lapp Learning Commons, Chicago Theological Seminary
Carisse Berryhill
Special Assistant to the Dean, Brown Library, Abilene Christian 
University
Kerrie Burn
University Librarian, Library, University of Divinity
Dan Flores
University Librarian and Director, Blumberg Memorial Library, 
Texas Lutheran Seminary
Beth Kumar
Director of Library Services, Flora Lamson Hewlett Library, 
Graduate Theological Union
Armin Siedlecki
Head of Cataloging and Rare Books Cataloger, Pitts Theology 
Library, Emory University
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Karl Stutzman
Director of Library Services, Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary
Leslie Engelson
Metadata Librarian, University Libraries, Murray State University

BOARD COMMITTEES

Finance Committee 
•	 Kris Veldheer, Paul Bechtold Library, Catholic Theological 

Union, Chair
•	 Dan Flores, Blumberg Memorial Library, Texas Lutheran 

Seminary
•	 Armin Siedlecki, Pitts Theology Library, Emory University

Governance Committee 
•	 Karl Stutzman, Anabaptist Mennonite Theological Seminary 

Library, Chair
•	 Leslie Engelson, University Libraries, Murray State University 
•	 Matthew Thiesen, Cline-Tunnell Library, Western Seminary 

Tellers Committee
•	 Maria Garcia, Donald E. O’Shaughnessy Library, Oblate School 

of Theology, Chair
•	 Ryan Shrauner, Bill and Joyce Holmes Library, Baptist 

Seminary of Kentucky
•	 Suzanne Smith, Mitchell Library, Multnomah University

Moral Ownership Committee 
•	 Yasmine Abou-El-Kheir, Lapp Learning Commons, Chicago 

Theological Seminary, Chair
•	 Carisse Berryhill, Brown Library, Abilene Christian University
•	 Kerrie Burn, Mannix Library, Catholic Theological College at 

the University of Divinity
•	 Beth Kumar, Flora Lamson Hewlett Library, Graduate 

Theological Union

Nominating Committee
•	 Gerrit van Dyk, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young 
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University, Chair
•	 Mariel Deluca Voth, Pacific Theological Seminary
•	 Susan Ebertz, Reu Memorial Library, Wartburg Theological 

Seminary

APPOINTED OFFICIALS AND REPRESENTATIVES

Association Archivist
Martha Smalley, Yale University Divinity School Library
Representative to ALA Committee on Cataloging: Description 
and Access
Michael Bradford, Library System Cataloging Librarian, Wayne 
State University Library

COMMITTEES, COUNCILS, AND TASK FORCES OF THE ASSOCIATION

Conference Committee 
•	 Jessica Boyer, Phillips Library, Mount St. Mary’s University, 

Chair
•	 Michael Bradford, Wayne State University Library
•	 Ezra Choe, Baylor University Library
•	 James Estes, Editor in Chief, Atla Summary of Proceedings
•	 Craig Kubic, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

Library, 2023 Local Host Committee Representative
•	 Liz Leahy, Azusa Pacific University, 2024 Local Host 

Committee Representative
•	 Jude Morrisey, Yale University Divinity School Library
•	 Gillian Harrison Cain, Ex-officio
•	 Denise McFarlin, Staff Liaison - Logistics
•	 Alexis Weiss, Staff Liaison - Content

Committee for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
•	 Jennifer Ulrich, Eastern Mennonite University Library, Chair
•	 Elli Cucksey, Hamma Library, Trinity Lutheran Seminary at 

Capital University
•	 Karla Grafton, Hartford International University for Religion 

and Peace Library
•	 Stephen Sweeney, Cardinal Stafford Library, St. John Vianney 
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Seminary
•	 Suzanne Taylor, Phillips Library, Mount St. Mary’s University
•	 Alexis Weiss, Staff Liaison

CRRA Program Committee
•	 Mark Shelton, Dinand Library, College of the Holy Cross, Chair
•	 Caroline Fuchs, St. John’s University Libraries
•	 Kathy Harty, Leo Dehon Library, Sacred Heart Seminary and 

School of Theology
•	 Jean McManus, Hesburgh Libraries, University of Notre Dame
•	 Brian Morin, Mount Angel Abbey Library
•	 Leslie O’Neill, Catholic Historical Research Center of the 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia
•	 Marianne Ryan, Loyola University Chicago Libraries
•	 Gillian Harrison Cain, Staff Liaison

Scholarly Communication and Digital Initiatives Committee 
•	 Erica Pye, Brown Library, Abilene Christian University, Chair
•	 Caitlin Reeves Greenamyre, John Bulow Campbell Library, 

Columbia Theological Seminary
•	 Ann McShane, Pitts Theology Library, Emory University
•	 Greg Murray, Wright Library, Princeton Theological Seminary
•	 Brad Ost, Robert W. Woodruff Library, Atlanta University 

Center
•	 Marta Samokishyn, Jean Leon Allie Library, Saint Paul 

University
•	 Christy Karpinski, Staff Liaison
•	 Alexis Weiss, Staff Liaison
•	 Christine Fruin, Staff Liaison

Atla Open Press Advisory Council
•	 Douglas Gragg, Andover-Harvard Theological Library, 

Harvard Divinity School, At Large Member
•	 James Estes, Editor in Chief, Atla Summary of Proceedings
•	 Myka Kennedy Stephens, Editor in Chief, Books @Atla Open 

Press
•	 Christa Strickler, Editor in Chief, TCB
•	 Garrett Trott, Corban University, Editor in Chief, Theological 

Librarianship
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•	 Barnaby Hughes, Staff Liaison
•	 Christy Karpinski, Staff Liaison
•	 Christine Fruin, Staff Liaison

ASSOCIATION STAFF LEADERSHIP 

•	 Executive Director: John F. Kutsko
•	 Director of Financial Services: Chad Handshy
•	 Director of Information Systems: Jim Butler
•	 Director of Membership and Engagement: Gillian Harrison 

Cain
•	 Director of Production: Maria Stanton
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ATLA MEMBER DIRECTORY 
 (2023–2024)

Abigail Durkee
Abigail Pore
Abraham Azmy
Adrea Johnson
Alan Krieger
Alan M Erdman
Alexander Justice
Alex Parrish
Alex Yepiz
Alicia Johnson
Alison Poage
Allen White, O.S.F.
Allison Graham
Alvaro Pérez
Alyssa Ching
Amy Chen
Amy Limpitlaw
Amy Phillips
Andreas Waldvogel
Andrew Keck
Andrew Kosmowski
Andrew Sulavik
Andy Klenklen
Andy Lofthus
Andy Oliver
Andy Wortman
Angie Moore
Anna Appleman
Anna Kroll

Anne Moore
Ann McShane
Ann Owen
Armin Siedlecki
Arnel Faller
Ashley Linton
Ashley Peyton
Barnaby Hughes
Benjamin Dueck
Beth Bidlack
Beth Kumar
Beth Strecker
Betsy Stow
Bill Rogers
Blake Walter
Bob Phillips
Brad Hess
Brad Ost
Brady Beard
Brandon Wason
Brenda Bailey-Hainer
Brenda Flowers
Brenda Turner
Brian Morin
Brian Wright
Brinna Michael
Brittany Poku
Burton Callicott

Caitlin Reeves 
Greenamyre

Caitlin Soma
Cameron Edwards
Carisse Berryhill
Caroline Fuchs
Carol Jarvis
Carolyn Coates
Charles Bellinger
Charles Williams
Charlotte Nutter
Chenxi Xu
Cheryl Goodwin
Chris Cullnane
Christa Strickler
Christina Torbert
Christine Daniels
Christine Love-Rodgers
Christopher Clarke
Christopher Rosser
Christopher Savage
Cindy Aalders
Cindy Derrenbacker
Clay-Edward Dixon
Clifford Anderson
Cody Swisher
Colton Whelpton
Colyn Wohlmut
Courtney Carico

INDIVIDUAL
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Craig Chapin
Craig Goff
Craig Reardon
Craig Rosenbeck
Cynthia Davis 

Buffington
Cynthia Snell
D’Anna Shotts
Dale Dobias
Dana Doerksen
Daniel Baek
Daniel Ebert
Daniel Flores
Daniel Kolb
Daniel O’Brien
Daniel Smith
Dannaya Wall
David Buresh
David Gilliland
David Kiger
David Kriegh
David Powell
David Purdy
David Schmersal
David Sherwood
David Stiver
Deanna Roberts
Debbie Hunn
Debbie Wright
Déborah Ortiz-Rivera
Deborah Winarski
Denise Nelson
Denise Pakala
Derek Rieckens
Derrick Varghese
Dino Salkic
Donald Burlock
Don Day
Donna Campbell
Donna Roof

Donna Wells
Donna Witek
Dorothy Holford
Douglas Gragg
DrJohn Dandridge
Duane Carter
Dyan Barbeau
Ed Hughes
Elisa McCune
Elizabeth Fogler
Elizabeth Leahy
Elizabeth Miller
Elizabeth Mwangi
Ellen Frost
Elli Cucksey
Elonda Clay
Emilio Nunez
Emily Peterson
Eric Benoy
Erwin Kerr
Evan Kuehn
Evan Njoroge
Garrett Trott
Gary Wilder
George Gehr
Geraldine Granahan
Gerrit van Dyk
Grace Ansani
Grady Burns
Greg Rosauer
Gwendolyn Peart
Gypsy Moody
Hannie Riley
Harvey Sukenic
Heather Hicks
Heather Okrafka
Helena Kudzia
Hope Cooper
Hugh Rendle
J. Craig Kubic

Jaclyn Parrott
Jaeyeon Chung
James Estes
James Fitch
James Humble
Jamie Reising
Jane Elder
Jason Fowler
Jean Waldrop
Jefferson Webster
Jeff Griffin
Jeff Lash
Jennifer Ewing
Jennifer Mitchell
Jennifer Ulrich
Jennifer Younger
Jérémie LeBlanc
Jesse Mann
Jessica Boyer
Jessica Duzan
Jessica Holland
Jessie Zhong
Jill Botticelli Cabal
John Dechant
John Prabhu Kiran 

Vunnamatla
John Stone
John Vinke
John Williams
Jonathan McCormick
Jonathan Noble
Jonathan Spann
Josella Chan
Joseph Thompson
Josh Ortega
Jude Morrissey
Judy Gitlin
Julia Daniel Walkuski
Kaeley McMahan
Kai Moore



Atla Member Directory (2023–2024)    78

Kajsa Herrstrom
Karen Alexander
Karen Wishart
Karis Blaker
Karla Grafton
Karl Stutzman
Kashif Graham
Kate Spence
Katharina Penner
Katharine Van Arsdale
Kathleen Harty
Kathryn Floyd
Kathryn Shaughnessy
Kathy Farrell
Kellie Barbato
Kellie Tomita
Kelly Campbell
Ken Rushing
Kent Richards
Kerrie Burn
Kerrie Stevens
Kimberley Stephenson
Kristen Smith
Kristina Nowakowski
Kristy Sorensen
Kris Veldheer
Laura Ladwig
Lauren Young
Leah Vetro
Lee Staman
Lee Webb
Leslie Engelson
Leslie Starasta
Lindsey Sinnott
Louison Emerick Bissila 

Mbila
Marcus Corder
Marcus Rowe
Margaret Alkema
Margaret Hayward

Margaret Tarpley
Maria Garcia
Mariel Deluca Voth
Mark Stanger
Marlon Patterson
Marni Thurm Li
Marsia Painter
Martha Russell
Marvin Hunn
Mary Ann Teske
Mary Thompson
Matina Curic
Matthew Millsap
Matthew Ostercamp
Matthew Thiesen
Matthew Wasielewski
Megan Welsh
Mengitsu Lemma
Michael Bradford
Michael Farrell
Michael Maness
Michelle Spomer
Mitzi Budde
Mlaku Yerima
Moira Bryant
Monica Leak
Myka Kennedy 

Stephens
Nalini Premadish
Nathan Ericson
Naw San Dee KD
Nicholas Friesner
Oliver Schulz
Omee Thao
Pamela Gore
Patricia Yang
Patrick Milas
Paul Tippey
Pedro Sotelo
Peter Fawcett

Peter Susag
Peter Watters
Phillip Waddell
Pius Murray
Rebecca Givens
Rebecca Shead
Richard Adams
Robb Coleman
Robb Torseth
Robert Griffin
Robert Mayer
Robert McFadden
Robert Roethemeyer
Robin Hartman
Robin McCall
Rodrigo Leal
Romulus Stefanut
Ronald Flewellen
Rory Patterson
Russell Pollard
Ryan Shrauner
Sally Bruce
Sarah Thomas
Scott Holl
Seth Miskimins
Sharon Gayah-Joseph
Sheila Owen
Sheng Chung Chang
Shirley Delorme Russell
Siong Ng
Sister Abel
Spencer Roberts
Stephanie Garrett
Stephanie Miller
Stephen Perisho
Stephen Sweeney
Steve Jamieson
Steve Jung
Steve Kenneally
Susanah Wilson
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Susan Thomas
Suzanne Estelle-Holmer
Suzanne Smith
Suzanne Taylor
Tamara Conley
Tammy Johnson
Teresa Lubienecki
Terry Robertson
Thomas Jacobs
Thomas Phillips

Thuam Khai
Timothy Erdel
Timothy Hasin
Timothy Lincoln
Tonya Fawcett
Vance Thomas
Veronika Worth
Victoria Jesswein
Victoria Zhang
Vincent Williams

Wesley Custer
Whitney Hammes
William Badke
William Miller
Yasmine Abou-El-Kheir
Young Chul Whang
Zach Motts
振林 常

STUDENT

Abner Ray Nayre
Adam Howard
Aileen Mulchrone
Alexander Rosado
Anna Jenkins
Arianna Alcaraz
Austin McCray
Bobi Bilz
Calob Symonds
Catherine Wilson
Charles Hill
Danielle Johnson
David Richards
Douglas Petron
Doug Serven
Ellen Perleberg
Eric Smith
Euncho Ko
Evans Jean

Ezra Choe
Gabby Bass-Butler
Greg Vannatta
J.G. Littooij
Jamie Rottnek
Jessica Abraham
Jessica Ellis
Jialu Qin
John Robison
John Shaffett
Jonathan Shanks
Joseph Witherspoon
Justin Hostutler
Karen Adjei
Katie McEachern
Logan Liut
Lori Cook
Lorraine Cookson
Marta Samokishyn

Megan Fletcher
Melissa Ritz
Michael Borders
Michael Weil
Monique Bellamy
Mx. Alex Fiano
Natasha Lanman
Nicholas Fournie
Nitya Kaza
Randolph Shelton
Rebecca Kalish
Robert Flynn
Roger Soden
Samuel Resz
Sana Rohail
Tony Nguyen
William Brinkley

RETIRED

Allen Mueller
Alva Caldwell
Anthony Amodeo
Bruce Eldevik
Eugene Fieg

James Pakala
James Skypeck
Jennifer Bartholomew
Joanna Hause
Julia Foster

Linda Corman
Louis Charles Willard
M. Patrick Graham
Mary Bischoff
Myron Chace
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Susan Ebertz
William Hook

EMERITUS

Alice Runis
David Mayo
Jeffrey Brigham
Judy Clarence
Richard Lammert

INSTITUTIONAL (WITH MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES)

Abilene Christian Abilene Christian University - Brown Library
Agape College - Madison Library
Agnes Scott College - McCain Library
Alliance Bible Seminary - Library
Ambrose Seminary - Library
American Baptist College - Susie McClure Library
Amridge University - Southern Christian University Library
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary - Library
Anderson University - Nicholson Library
Anderson University - Thrift Library
Andrews University - James White Library
Antiochian Village - Antiochian Heritage Library
Asbury Theological Seminary - B. L. Fisher Library
Ashland Theological Seminary - Darling Memorial Library
Ateneo de Davao University - Fr. Mateo Gisbert, SJ Library
Atlanta University Center - Robert W. Woodruff Library
Atlantic School of Theology - Library
Augsburg University - Lindell Library
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary - Stitt Library
Ave Maria School of Law - Veterans Memorial Law Library
Avila University - Hooley-Bundschu Library and Learning Commons
Azusa Pacific Seminary - Stamps Theological Library
B.H. Carroll Theological Institute - Carroll Library
Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary - Kellar Library
Barry University - Monsignor William Barry Memorial Library
Beeson Divinity School - Samford University Library
Belmont University - Lila D. Bunch Library
Bethel University - Library
Bethlehem College and Seminary - Library
Bibliotheek Theologische Universiteit
Biola University Library
Boston College - Theology and Ministry Library
Boston University School of Theology - Library
Brewton-Parker College - Fountain-New Library
Brite Divinity School - Library
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BSK Theological Seminary - Bill & Joyce Holmes Library
Bushnell University - Edward P. Kellenberger Library
Byzantine Catholic Seminary of SS. Cyril and Methodius - Library
Cairn University - Masland Library
Calvary University - Hilda Kroeker Library
Calvin University and Theological Seminary - Hekman Library
Campbell University - Wiggins Memorial Library
Canadian Mennonite University - Library
Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary - Library
Carey Baptist College - Ayson Clifford Library
Carolina College of Biblical Studies - Library
Carolina University - George M. Manuel Memorial Library
Catholic International University - Online Library
Catholic Theological Union - Paul Bechtold Library
Centenary University - Taylor Memorial Library
Central Baptist Theological Seminary, Kansas - Shumaker Library
Central Baptist Theological Seminary, Minnesota - Library
Central Philippine University  - College of Theology Library
Chapman Seminary of Oakland City University - Barger-Richardson Learning 

Resource Center
Charlotte Christian College and Theological Seminary - Goldberg Library
Chicago Theological Seminary - Lapp Learning Commons
China Evangelical Seminary North America - Library
China Graduate School of Theology - Library
Christendom College - St. John the Evangelist Library
Christian Theological Seminary - Library
Christian Witness Theological Seminary - Library
Clarke University - Nicholas J. Schrup Library
Clarks Summit University - Murphy Memorial Library
Coe College - Stewart Memorial Library
Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School - Ambrose Swasey Library
College of Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University - Alcuin Library
College of the Holy Cross - Dinand Library
Colorado Christian University - Clifton L. Fowler Library
Columbia International University - G. Allen Fleece Library
Columbia Theological Seminary - John Bulow Campbell Library
Conception Abbey and Seminary  - Library
Concordia College - Carl B. Ylvisaker Library
Concordia Lutheran Seminary  - Library
Concordia Seminary - Kristine Kay Hasse Memorial Library
Concordia Theological Seminary - Kroemer Library
Congregational Library and Archives of the American Congregational 

Association
Corban University - Library
Covenant Theological Seminary - J. Oliver Buswell, Jr. Library
Crandall University - George A. Rawlyk Library
Dallas Theological Seminary - Turpin and Mosher Libraries
Davidson College - E. H. Little Library
Denver Seminary - Carey S. Thomas Library
DePaul University - Library
Dominican House of Studies - Dominican Theological Library
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Drew University - Library
Duke Divinity School - Library
Duquesne University - Gumberg Library
Earlham College - Lilly Library
Eastern Mennonite University - Library
Eastern University - Warner Memorial Library
Edgewood College - Oscar Rennebohm Library
Emory University - Pitts Theology Library
Evangelia University - Library
Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico - Juan de Valdés Library
Evangelische Theologische Faculteit vzw - Library
Evangel University - Klaude Kendrick Library
Faith Baptist Bible College and Theological Seminary - John L. Patten Library
Faith International University & Seminary - Library
Faulkner University - Gus Nichols Library
Fordham University - Library
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement - Centro Pro Unione Library
Free Lutheran Bible College & Seminary - Francis W. Monseth Library
Fresno Pacific University - Hiebert Library
Fuller Theological Seminary - David Allan Hubbard Library
Gardner-Webb University - John R. Dover Memorial Library
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary - Styberg Library
Gateway Seminary, Los Angeles Campus - Library
Gateway Seminary, Pacific Northwest Campus - Library
Geneva College - McCartney Library
George Fox University - Murdock Library
Georgetown University - Lauinger Library
Georgia State University - Library
GETS Theological Seminary - Library
Gonzaga University - Foley Center Library
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, Charlotte - Lindsell Library
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, Massachusetts - Goddard Library
Grace Theological Seminary - Morgan Library
Graduate Theological Union - Flora Lamson Hewlett Library
Grand Canyon University - Library
Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary - Smith-Singer Library
Gustavus Adolphus College - Folke Bernadotte Memorial Library
Harding School of Theology - L.M. Graves Memorial Library
Hartford International University for Religion and Peace - Library
Hartwick College - Stevens-German Library
Harvard Divinity School Library
Heritage Christian University - Overton Memorial Library
Holy Apostles College and Seminary - Library
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology - Archbishop Iakovos Library
Hood Theological Seminary - Library
Hope International University - Hugh and Hazel Darling Library
Houghton University - Willard J. Houghton Library
Howard University - Moorland Spingarn Research Center Library
Iliff School of Theology - Ira J. Taylor Library
Institute of Lutheran Theology - Library
International Theological Seminary - Library
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John Leland Center for Theological Studies - Alma Hunt Theological Library
Judson Bible College - Judson Education Center
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary - Souvay Memorial Library
King’s University (The) - The King’s Library
Lancaster Theological Seminary Library
Lanier Theological Library
LeTourneau University - Margaret Estes Library
Lexington Theological Seminary - Bosworth Memorial Library
Liberty University - Jerry Falwell Library
Life Pacific University - Library
Lincoln Christian University - Jessie C. Eury Library
Lipscomb University - Beaman Library
Logos Evangelical Seminary - Library
Loras College - Library
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary - E. M. White Library
Loyola Marymount University - William H. Hannon Library
Loyola University Chicago Libraries
Lutheran Brethren Seminary - Christiansen Memorial Library
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary - Lineberger Memorial Library
Luther Rice College & Seminary - Smith Library
Luther Seminary - Library
Marist College - Library
Marquette University - Raynor Memorial Library
Mary Baker Eddy Library
Master’s Seminary (The) - Library
Meadville Lombard Theological School - Wiggin Library
Memphis Theological Seminary - Library
Mercer University, Atlanta - Swilley Library
Mercy University Libraries
Methodist Theological School in Ohio - Dickhaut Library
MF Norwegian School of Theology, Religion and Society - Library
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary - Ora Byram Allison Memorial 

Library
Mid-America Reformed Seminary - Library
Mid-Atlantic Christian University - Watson-Griffith Library
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary - Library
Milligan University - Milligan Libraries
Molloy University - James E. Tobin Library
Moody Bible Institute and Moody Theological Seminary – Crowell Library
Moore Theological College - Library
Moravian Theological Seminary - Reeves Memorial Library
Mount Angel Abbey - Library
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary & School of Theology - Maly Library
Mount St. Mary’s University - Phillips Library
Nashotah House - Frances Donaldson Library
Nazarene Theological Seminary - William Broadhurst Library
New Brunswick Theological Seminary - Gardner A. Sage Library
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary - Library
Northeastern Seminary at Roberts Wesleyan University - B. Thomas Golisano 

Library
Northern Seminary - Library
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North Park University - Brandel Library
Notre Dame Seminary - Rev. Robert J. Stahl, S.M. Memorial Library
Oblate School of Theology - Donald E. O’Shaughnessy Library
Ohio Dominican University - Library
Oklahoma Baptist University - Mabee Learning Center
Oklahoma Christian University - Beam Library
Olivet University - Ralph D. Winter Library
Oral Roberts University - Library
Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters - Archives
Payne Theological Seminary - Ransom Memorial Library
Phillips Theological Seminary - Library
Phoenix Seminary - Library
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary - Barbour Library
Pontifical College Josephinum - A.T. Wehrle Memorial Library
Pontifical North American College - Library
Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary - Learning Center
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in America - Library
Princeton Theological Seminary - Wright Library
Providence University College and Seminary - William Falk Library
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary - William Perkins Library
Reformed Church in America - Archives
Reformed Episcopal Seminary - Kuehner Memorial Library
Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary - Library
Reformed Theological Seminary, Charlotte - Library
Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson - Library
Reformed Theological Seminary, Orlando - Library
Regent College - John Richard Allison Library
Regent University - Library
Research Medical Center - Carl R. Ferris Medical Library
Robert E. Webber Institute for Worship Studies - Library
Rosemont College - Gertrude Kistler Memorial Library
Sacred Heart Major Seminary - Cardinal Szoka Library
Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology - Leo Dehon Library
Saint Francis of Assisi Research Library
Saint Meinrad School of Theology - Archabbey Library
Saint Paul School of Theology - Library
Saint Paul University - Jean Léon Allie Library
Saint Peter’s University - O’Toole Library
Salvation Army College for Officer Training - Fairbank Memorial Library
Seattle School - Library
Seminary of the Southwest - Harrison Library
Seton Hall University - Library
Shepherds Theological Seminary - Paul K. Jackson Library
Sia’atoutai Theological College - Library
Simmons College of Kentucky - Library
Simpson College - Dunn Library
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary - Library
Southern California Seminary - Library
Southern Evangelical Seminary - Jamison Library
Southern Methodist University - Bridwell Library
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary - Library
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St. Augustine’s Seminary - Library
St. Catherine University - Library
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary - Ryan Memorial Library
St. Edward’s University - Munday Library
St. John’s Seminary - Edward L. & Carrie E. Doheny Libraries
St. John’s University Libraries
St. John Vianney Seminary - Cardinal Stafford Library
St. Joseph’s Seminary - Corrigan Memorial Library
St. Mark’s College - Dr. John Micallef Memorial Library
St. Mary’s Seminary & University - Knott Library
St. Mary’s University - Blume Library
St. Mary Seminary and Graduate School of Theology - Bruening-Marotta 

Library
St. Michael’s College - Library
St. Michael’s Abbey - Library
St. Patrick’s Seminary - Gellert Memorial Library
St. Peter’s Seminary - A.P. Mahoney Library
St. Tikhon’s Seminary - Library
St. Vincent College - Latimer Library
St. Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary - Oscar C. Schorp Library
Steven Roberge
Texas Lutheran University - Blumberg Memorial Library
The Burke Library at Union Theological Seminary, Columbia University 

Libraries
Thomas More University - Benedictine Library
Trinity Anglican Seminary -  Library
Trinity College - John W. Graham Library
Trinity International University - Rolfing Library
Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University - Hamma Library
Tyndale University  - J. William Horsey Library
Union Presbyterian Seminary, Charlotte - Library
Union Presbyterian Seminary - Library
Union School of Theology - Library
United Lutheran Seminary - Krauth Memorial and Wentz Memorial Branch 

Libraries
United Theological Seminary - O’Brien Library
United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities - Spencer Library
University of Chicago - Regenstein Library
University of Dayton - University Libraries
University of Divinity - Library
University of Dubuque - Charles C. Myers Library
University of Mississippi - Libraries
University of Northwestern St. Paul - Berntsen Library
University of Notre Dame - Hesburgh Library
University of Portland - Clark Library
University of Sioux Falls - Norman B. Mears Library
University of St. Mary of the Lake, Mundelein Seminary - Feehan Memorial 

Library
University of St. Michael’s College - John M. Kelly Library
University of St. Thomas - Archbishop Ireland Memorial Library
University of the Ozarks - Robson Library
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University of the South Library - Jessie Ball duPont Library
University of Tulsa - McFarlin Library
Vancouver School of Theology - H.R. MacMillan Library
Vanderbilt University - Divinity Library
Veritas Baptist College - Grafton Online Library
Victoria University - Emmanuel College Library
Villanova University - Falvey Library
Virginia Beach Theological Seminary - Library
Virginia Theological Seminary - Bishop Payne Library
Virginia Wesleyan University - Hofheimer Library
Wagner College - Horrmann Library
Wake Forest University - Z. Smith Reynolds Library
Wartburg Theological Seminary - Reu Memorial Library
Wesley Biblical Seminary - Library
Wesley Theological Seminary - Library
Western Michigan University - Dwight B Waldo Library
Western Seminary - Library
Western Theological Seminary - Cook Library
Westminster Seminary California - Library
Westminster Theological Seminary - Montgomery Library
Wheaton College - Library
Wheaton Franciscan Sisters - Archives
Wilfrid Laurier University - Laurier Library
William Carey International University - Latourette Library
William Jessup University, Multnomah Campus- Mitchell Library
World Council of Churches - Library
World Mission University - Library
Yale University Divinity School - Library

AFFILIATE (WITH MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE)

Calvary Chapel University - Library
Casalini Libri
Every Nation Seminary - Library
Grace Bible Theological Seminary - Library
Heritage Bible College - Hezekiah Polk Memorial Library
Hong Kong Baptist University - Library
Memphis City Seminary - Library
Millar College of the Bible - Library
Texas Baptist Institute and Seminary - Fannie Kirland Memorial Library



87

HISTORICAL ANNUAL 
CONFERENCES

1947–2024

YEAR PLACE HOST

1947 Louisville, KY Louisville Presbyterian Seminary

1948 Dayton, OH Bonebrake Theological Seminary

1949 Chicago, IL Chicago Theological Seminary

1950 Columbus, OH �Evangelical Lutheran Seminary and Capital 
University

1951 Rochester, NY Colgate-Rochester Divinity School

1952 Louisville, KY Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

1953 Evanston, IL Garrett Biblical Institute

1954 Chicago, IL Chicago Theological Seminary

1955 New York, NY Union Theological Seminary

1956 Berkeley, CA Pacific School of Religion

1957 Fort Worth, TX Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

1958 Boston, MA Boston University School of Theology

1959 Toronto, ON Knox College

1960 St. Paul, MN Bethel College and Seminary

1961 Washington, DC Wesley Theological Seminary

1962 Hartford, CT Hartford Seminary Foundation

1963 Mill Valley, CA Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary

1964 Kansas City, MI St. Paul School of Theology

1965 New York, NY General Theological Seminary

1966 Louisville, KY Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

1967 Chicago, IL McCormick Theological Seminary
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YEAR PLACE HOST

1968 St. Louis, MO Concordia Seminary

1969 Pittsburgh, PA Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

1970 New Orleans, LA New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

1971 Pasadena, CA Pasadena College

1972 Waterloo, ON Waterloo Lutheran University

1973 Bethlehem, PA Moravian Theological Seminary

1974 Denver, CO Iliff School of Theology

1975 S. Hamilton, MA Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

1976 Grand Rapids, MI Calvin Theological Seminary

1977 Vancouver, BC Vancouver School of Theology

1978 Latrobe, PA Saint Vincent College

1979 New Brighton, MN Bethel Theological Seminary

1980 Denver, CO Iliff School of Theology

1981 St. Louis, MO Christ Seminary — Seminex

1982 Toronto, ON Toronto School of Theology

1983 Richmond, VA United Theological Seminary in Virginia

1984 Holland, MI Western Theological Seminary

1985 Madison, NJ Drew University

1986 Kansas City, KS Rockhurst College

1987 Berkeley, CA Graduate Theological Union

1988 Wilmore, KY Asbury Theological Seminary

1989 Columbus, OH Trinity Lutheran Seminary

1990 Evanston, IL �Garrett-Evangelical Seminary and Seabury-
Western Theological Seminary

1991 Toronto, ON �University of Toronto, Trinity College, and 
Toronto School of Theology

1992 Dallas, TX Southern Methodist University

1993 Vancouver, BC �Vancouver School of Theology, Regent College, 
and Carey Theological College

1994 Pittsburgh, PA �Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Reformed 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, and 
Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry
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YEAR PLACE HOST

1995 Nashville, TN �Divinity Library of Vanderbilt University and 
Tennessee Theological Library Association

1996 Denver, CO Iliff School of Theology

1997 Boston, MA �Boston University and Boston Theological 
Institute

1998 Leesburg, VA �Virginia Theological Seminary and 
Washington Theological Consortium

1999 Chicago, IL �Atla and Association of Chicago Theological 
Schools

2000 Berkeley, CA Graduate Theological Union 

2001 Durham, NC Divinity School at Duke University

2002 St. Paul, MN Minnesota Theological Library Association

2003 Portland, OR �Mount Angel Abbey, George Fox Seminary, 
Multnomah Biblical Seminary, Western 
Seminary

2004 Kansas City, MO �Kansas City Area Theological Library 
Association

2005 Austin, TX Southwest Area Theological Library 
Association

2006 Chicago, IL Atla

2007 Philadelphia, PA �Southeastern Pennsylvania Theological 
Library Association

2008 Ottawa, ON Saint Paul University

2009 St. Louis, MO St. Louis Theological Consortium Libraries

2010 Louisville, KY �The Theological Education Association of Mid-
America

2011 Chicago, IL �Chicago Area Theological Library Association 
and Association of Chicago Theological 
Schools

2012 Scottsdale, AZ Theological Library Cooperative of Arizona

2013 Charlotte, NC Carolinas Theological Library Consortium

2014 New Orleans, LA New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 

2015 Denver, CO �Theological Librarians and Libraries of 
Denver/Rocky Mountain Region

2016 Long Beach, CA �The Southern California Theological Library 
Association
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YEAR PLACE HOST

2017 Atlanta, GA �Columbia Theological Seminary, Erskine 
Theological Seminary, Mercer University, 
McAfee School of Theology, Pitts Theology 
Library, Candler School of Theology, 
Emory University, Robert W. Woodruff 
Library, Atlanta University Center, The 
Interdenominational Theological Center

2018 Indianapolis, IN �Asbury Seminary and Concordia Theological 
Seminary 

2019 Vancouver, BC Regent College

2020 Online

2021 Online

2022 Baltimore, MD Mount St. Mary’s University

2023 Fort Worth, TX Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
and the Southwest Area Theological Library 
Association (SWATLA)

2024 Long Beach, CA Southern California Theological Library 
Association
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AMENDED AND  
RESTATED BYLAWS OF THE 
AMERICAN THEOLOGICAL  
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
(An Illinois Not-For-Profit Corporation)

As Adopted MARCH 24, 2023

ARTICLE I 

OFFICES

SECTION 1.01 Principal and Other Offices.  The principal office of the Corpora-
tion shall be located in the State of Illinois.  The Corporation may have such other 
offices, either within or without the State of Illinois, as the Board of Directors may 
determine or as the affairs of the Corporation may require from time to time.

SECTION 1.02 Registered Agent and Office.  The Corporation shall have and 
continuously maintain in the State of Illinois a registered office and a registered 
agent whose office is identical with such registered office, as required by the 
Not for Profit Corporation Act.  The registered office may be, but need not be, 
identical with the principal office in the State of Illinois.  The registered agent 
of the Corporation may be changed from time to time by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE II 

MEMBERS

SECTION 2.01 Classes of Membership.  The Corporation shall have six (6) classes 
of membership:  Institutional, Individual, Affiliate, Student, Retired, and Emeri-
tus.  Institutional Members, Individual Members, and Retired Members are 
voting members (collectively, the “Voting Members”).  Affiliate Members, Student 
Members, and Emeritus Members are non-voting members (collectively, the 
“Non-Voting Members”).

SECTION 2.02 Rights of Membership.
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(a) Voting Members.  Voting Members shall have only the following rights:  (1) 
attend meetings of the members and vote; (2) elect Directors to serve on the 
Board of Directors; (3) approve any alteration of, amendment to, or repeal 
of the Bylaws; (4) participate in such Corporation programs as the Board of 
Directors may determine from time to time; and (5) receive those publications 
of the Corporation that are distributed to the membership.  Voting Members 
shall not have any rights other than those stated in this Section 2.02(a).

(b) Non-Voting Members.  Non-Voting Members shall not have the right to vote 
on any matters.  Non-Voting Members shall have the right to (1) attend meet-
ings of the members; (2) receive those publications of the Corporation that 
are distributed to the membership; and (3) participate in such other Corpo-
ration programs as the Board of Directors may determine from time to time.

(c) Corporation Programs.  With respect to Corporation programs, the Board of 
Directors may establish different programs for each membership class and 
may limit participation in any such program to members of the pertinent 
membership class.

SECTION 2.03 Qualifications for Membership.  The Board of Directors may estab-
lish qualifications for membership from time to time.  As of the date of these 
Bylaws, the qualifications for membership are as follows:

(a) Institutional Members.  A library of an institution qualifies for Institutional 
Membership if the institution is (1) an institution of higher education support-
ing programs in theology or religious studies that is accredited by an authority 
recognized by the U.S. Department of Education, Council of Higher Education 
Accreditation, or the equivalent thereof in other jurisdictions, or (2) a non-
degree granting organization maintaining one or more significant collections 
primarily of theological, religious, or ecclesiastical research material.  If the 
applicant library serves more than one institution, at least one of the insti-
tutions shall meet one of the qualifications set forth in this Section 2.03(a).

(b) Individual Members.  Any person who is engaged in professional library or 
scholarly communications work in theological or religious fields or who has 
a demonstrated, bona fide interest in the literature of religion, theological 
librarianship, or the purposes and work of the Corporation, shall qualify for 
Individual Membership in the Corporation.

(c) Affiliate Members.  An organization that does not qualify for Institutional 
Membership, but that has a demonstrated record of support for theological 
librarianship and the purposes and work of the Corporation, shall qualify 
for Affiliate Membership.

(d) Student Members.  Any student enrolled in a degree program who is carry-
ing a half-time course load or greater shall qualify for Student Membership.  

(e) Retired Members. To qualify for Retired Membership in the Corporation, a 
person must (1) have fully retired from gainful employment; and (2) have 
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been an Individual Member continuously for the immediately preceding 
ten-year period.

(f) Emeritus Members. To qualify for Emeritus Membership, a person must have 
been an Individual Member or Retired Member continuously for the immedi-
ately preceding ten-year period. Notwithstanding any of the foregoing, each 
member must be in good standing with respect to any dues owed to the Corpo-
ration and must be supportive of the purposes and work of the Corporation.

(g) Upon receipt of an application for membership, person(s) authorized by the 
Board of Directors shall review the application and the applicant’s credentials 
to determine if the applicant does in fact meet the requirements for member-
ship.  This determination must be made in good faith and, once so made, is 
final and not appealable.

SECTION 2.04 Dues of Members.  The Board of Directors shall determine from 
time to time the amount, if any, of membership dues associated with each class 
of membership.  Membership dues, if any, shall be payable in advance for the 
following full year.  Memberships will automatically be renewed upon payment 
of the annual membership dues, if any, for the next succeeding year.

SECTION 2.05 Transfer of Membership.  Membership in the Corporation is not 
transferable or assignable by any member.

SECTION 2.06 Suspension.  Members failing to pay their annual membership 
dues within sixty (60) calendar days of their due date shall automatically be 
suspended and shall lose all rights, including, but not limited to, any voting rights.  
A member thus suspended may be reinstated by payment of such member’s 
unpaid dues.  Members also may be suspended or reinstated by an affirmative 
vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the Directors then in office.

SECTION 2.07 Resignation.  Any Member may resign at any time by giving writ-
ten notice to the Board of Directors, the President, or the Secretary.  Such resig-
nation shall take effect when the notice is delivered, unless the notice specifies 
a future date.  Unless otherwise specified therein, the acceptance of such resig-
nation shall not be necessary to make it effective.

SECTION 2.08 Termination of Membership.  The Board of Directors may termi-
nate a membership by an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the Directors 
then in office.

ARTICLE III 

MEETING OF MEMBERS

SECTION 3.01 Annual Member Meetings.  Regular annual meetings of the 
members (each, an “Annual Member Meeting”) shall be held at such time and 
place as shall be fixed by the Board of Directors, for the purpose of electing 
Directors and for the transaction of such other business as may come before the 
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meeting.  The Board of Directors may provide by resolution the time and place 
for the holding of additional regular meetings of the members (each, a “Regular 
Member Meeting”).  If the election of Directors shall not be held at the Annual 
Member Meeting, the Voting Members shall cause the election to be held at a 
Regular Member Meeting or at a special meeting of the members (each, a “Special 
Member Meeting”) as soon thereafter as may be convenient.

SECTION 3.02 Special Member Meetings.  Special Member Meetings may be 
called at any time by the Board of Directors, the President, or the Secretary, and 
shall be called by the Secretary upon written request (stating the purpose of the 
proposed meeting) signed by at least fifteen percent (15%) of the Voting Members 
or by one-third (1/3) of the Directors then in office.  Special Member Meetings 
shall be held at such place as may be designated in the notice or waiver of notice 
of such meeting.

SECTION 3.03 Notice and Waiver of Notice.

(a) Unless otherwise provided by Not for Profit Corporation Act, the Articles 
of Incorporation, or these Bylaws, notice of Annual, Regular, and Special 
Member Meetings shall be delivered to each Voting Member not less than 
five (5) days nor more than sixty (60) days before the date of such meeting at 
such Voting Member’s address as it appears on the records of the Corpora-
tion.  Such notice shall state the place, date, hour, and, in the case of a Special 
Member Meeting, the purpose(s) of the meeting.  If mailed, such notice shall 
be deemed to be delivered when deposited in the U.S. mail in a sealed enve-
lope so addressed, with postage thereon prepaid.  If notice is sent by facsimile 
transmission, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered upon direction to 
the facsimile number of record of the Voting Member.  If notice is given by 
electronic mail or other means of electronic transmission, such notice shall 
be deemed to be delivered upon direction to the electronic mail address or 
other electronic address of record of the Voting Member.  If sent by any other 
means (including telegram, cablegram, courier, or express mail), such notice 
shall be deemed to be delivered when actually delivered to the home or busi-
ness address of the Voting Member.  The Corporation may, but is not required 
to, provide notice of any meetings to the Non-Voting Members.

(b) When any notice whatever is required to be given under the provisions of 
the Not for Profit Corporation Act, the Articles of Incorporation, or these 
Bylaws, a waiver thereof in writing, signed by the person or persons entitled 
to such notice, shall be deemed equivalent to the giving of such notice.  The 
attendance of a Voting Member at a meeting of the members shall constitute 
a waiver of notice of such meeting, except where the Voting Member objects 
to the holding of the meeting because proper notice was not given.

SECTION 3.04 Proxies.  Voting by proxy shall not be permitted.

SECTION 3.05 Designated Representative.  Each Institutional Member and Affili-
ate Member shall designate in writing an individual who has the right to act on 
its behalf (each, a “Designated Representative”), and the Corporation shall have 
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the right to rely on this designation and any acts, omissions, or representations 
of the Designated Representative unless and until the member designates some-
one else to serve as the Designated Representative.  The Designated Represen-
tative must be an employee or officer of the respective Institutional Member or 
Affiliate Member.

SECTION 3.06 Quorum.  Fifteen percent (15%) of each of the classes of Voting 
Members shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness at any meeting of the members. For the purposes of a quorum, the classes 
of Individual and Retired Members shall be counted as one class. 

SECTION 3.07 Voting.  Each Voting Member shall be entitled to one (1) vote on 
each matter submitted to a vote at a meeting of the members.  For purposes of 
clarification, an individual who is both an Individual or Retired Member and a 
Designated Representative of an Institutional Member may cast a total of two 
(2) votes on each matter submitted to a vote of the members, one (1) such vote 
in his or her capacity as an Individual Member and one (1) such vote in his or 
her capacity as a Designated Representative.

SECTION 3.08 Use of Conference Telephone or Other Interactive Technology.  If the 
Board of Directors so determines, Members may participate in and, in the case 
of Voting Members, act at any meeting of the members by means of a conference 
telephone or other similar interactive technology, including, but not limited to, 
electronic transmission, Internet usage, or remote communication, so long as 
all persons participating in the meeting can communicate with each other.  Such 
participation shall constitute presence in person at such meeting.

SECTION 3.09 Informal Action by Members.

(a) Action by Ballot.  Any action required or permitted to be taken at a meeting 
of the members may be taken without a meeting by ballot in writing by mail, 
e-mail, or other electronic means, pursuant to which the Voting Members are 
given the opportunity to vote for or against the proposed action, provided that 
the number of Voting Members casting a vote satisfies the quorum require-
ments set forth in Section 3.06 hereof and the action receives approval by 
a majority of the Voting Members casting votes or such larger number as 
may be required by the Not for Profit Corporation Act, the Articles of Incor-
poration, or these Bylaws.  Voting must remain open for not less than five 
(5) days from the date the ballot is delivered; provided, however, in the case 
of a removal of one or more Directors, a merger, consolidation, dissolution, 
or a sale, lease, or exchange of assets, the voting must remain open for not 
less than twenty (20) days from the date the ballot is delivered.  The action 
shall become effective only if, at least five (5) days prior to the effective date 
of such action, a notice in writing of the proposed action is delivered to all of 
the Voting Members.

(b) Action by Written Consent.  Any action required or permitted to be taken at 
a meeting of the members may be taken without a meeting and without a 
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vote if a consent in writing, setting forth the action so taken, shall be signed 
by all of the Voting Members.

(c) Use of Electronic Signature.  A Voting Member may take action by a written 
consent using an electronic signature if the electronic transmission approv-
ing the action includes the signatory’s full name in a form intended by the 
signatory:  (a) to serve as his or her signature and (b) to authenticate the 
consent.  Each electronic signature should be affixed to an email message or 
other electronic communication that:  (i) contains, attaches, or references the 
written consent action; (ii) includes an affirmative statement (such as “Yes,” 
“I agree,” or “I consent”); and (iii) contains a clear reference to the written 
consent action in the subject line.

ARTICLE IV 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SECTION 4.01  General Powers of Directors.  The property and affairs of the 
Corporation shall be managed by the Board of Directors.

SECTION 4.02 Number, Tenure, and Qualifications of Directors.

(a) The Board of Directors shall consist of twelve (12) Directors to be divided into 
three (3) classes—Class A, Class B, and Class C—such that there shall be four 
(4) Directors in each class.

(b) The Voting Members shall elect Directors to succeed those Directors whose 
terms expire, and such elections shall be for three-year terms of office, each 
to expire at the third succeeding Annual Member Meeting after the Director’s 
election.  No Director shall serve more than two (2) consecutive terms, except 
that a Director appointed to fill an unexpired term of eighteen (18) months 
or less may be elected to two (2) consecutive full terms thereafter.  A Director 
shall hold office until his or her successor shall have been duly elected and 
qualified or until the Director’s death, resignation, or removal.

(c) The Board of Directors shall establish an annual calendar, timeline, and proce-
dure for the nomination of candidates for election as Directors, each of which 
shall not be inconsistent with these Bylaws.

(d) The Nominating Committee shall develop a slate of at least six (6) nomina-
tions for each of the four (4) directorships to be filled at each Annual Member 
Meeting and shall deliver the slate to the Board of Directors and the Secretary.  
The Board of Directors may modify the Nominating Committee’s slate before 
delivering the initial slate to the Voting Members.

(e) The Voting Members may add candidate(s) to the slate by petition(s) signed 
by at least ten (10) Voting Members and filed with the Secretary.



97    ANNUAL Y E ARBOOK

(f) The Secretary shall deliver to the Voting Members (i) the final slate of candi-
dates, including biographical data on each candidate, and (ii) a ballot.  
Notwithstanding any of the foregoing, no candidate may be included on this 
final slate without his or her consent.

(g) Each Director must be an Individual Member in good standing at the time of 
his or her nomination and election and throughout the entirety of his or her 
service on the Board of Directors.  A Director shall automatically cease to be 
a Director immediately upon ceasing to be an Individual or Retired Member 
in good standing.  No employee of the Corporation may be a Director.

SECTION 4.03 Annual and Regular Director Meetings.  Annual meetings of the 
Board of Directors (each, an “Annual Director Meeting”) shall be held at such time 
and place as may be fixed by the Board of Directors for the purpose of electing 
Officers and for the transaction of such other business as may come before the 
meeting.  The Board of Directors may provide by resolution the time and place 
for the holding of additional regular meetings of the Board of Directors (each, 
a “Regular Director Meeting”) without other notice than such resolution.  If the 
election of Officers shall not be held at any Annual Director Meeting, the Board 
of Directors shall cause the election to be held at a Regular Director Meeting or 
at a special meeting of the Board of Directors (each, a “Special Director Meeting”) 
as soon thereafter as may be convenient. 

SECTION 4.04 Special Director Meetings.  Special Director Meetings may be called 
by or at the request of the President or any three (3) Directors, and such person 
or persons may fix any place as the location of any Special Director Meeting so 
called.  For purposes of clarification, no business may be transacted at any such 
meeting unless a quorum of Directors is present, as set forth in Section 4.07 of 
these Bylaws.

SECTION 4.05 Member Access to Meetings.  Meetings of the Board of Directors 
are open to members of the Corporation with the exception of portions thereof 
that are executive sessions as specifically designated by the Board of Directors or 
as called by any Director.  Members who wish to attend a meeting of the Board 
of Directors shall inform the President at least two (2) days in advance to assure 
that adequate space is available.

SECTION 4.06 Notice and Waiver of Notice.  

(a) Unless otherwise required by the Not for Profit Corporation Act, the Articles 
of Incorporation, or these Bylaws, written notice of any Annual or Special 
Director Meeting shall be delivered not less than three (3) days before the 
date of such meeting to each Director at his or her address as it appears on the 
records of the Corporation, and such notice shall state the place, date, hour, 
and, in the case of a Special Director Meeting, the purpose(s) of the meeting.  
If mailed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered when deposited in the 
U.S. Mail in a sealed envelope so addressed, with postage thereon prepaid.  
If notice is sent by facsimile transmission, such notice shall be deemed to be 
delivered upon direction to the facsimile number of record of the Director.  If 
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notice is given by electronic mail or other means of electronic transmission, 
such notice shall be deemed to be given upon direction to the electronic mail 
address or other electronic address of record of the Director.  If sent by any 
other means (including telegram, cablegram, courier, or express mail), such 
notice shall be deemed to be delivered when actually delivered to the home 
or business address of the Director.

(b) When any notice whatever is required to be given under the provisions of 
the Not for Profit Corporation Act, the Articles of Incorporation, or these 
Bylaws, a waiver thereof in writing, signed by the person or persons entitled 
to such notice, shall be deemed equivalent to the giving of such notice.  The 
attendance of a Director at a meeting shall constitute a waiver of notice of 
such meeting, except where a Director attends the meeting for the express 
purpose of objecting to the transaction of any business because the meeting 
is not lawfully called or convened.

SECTION 4.07 Quorum.  A majority of the Directors then in office shall constitute 
a quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of the Board of Directors.

SECTION 4.08 Use of Conference Telephone or Other Interactive Technology.  If 
the Board of Directors so determines, members of the Board of Directors or any 
committee may participate in and act at any meeting of the Board of Directors 
or committee, as the case may be, by means of a conference telephone or other 
similar interactive technology, including, but not limited to, electronic transmis-
sion, Internet usage, or remote communication, so long as all persons participat-
ing in the meeting can communicate with each other.  Such participation shall 
constitute presence in person at such meeting.

SECTION 4.09 Manner of Acting.  The act of a majority of the Directors present at 
a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the Board of Directors, 
unless the act of a greater number is required by the Not for Profit Corporation 
Act, the Articles of Incorporation, or these Bylaws.

SECTION 4.10 Informal Action by Directors.

(a) Any action required or permitted to be taken at any meeting of the Board 
of Directors or any committee thereof may be taken without a meeting if a 
consent in writing setting forth the action so taken shall be signed by all of 
the Directors or by all of the members of such committee, as the case may 
be, and the writing or writings are filed with the minutes of the proceedings 
of the Board of Directors or committee.  Any such consent signed by all the 
Directors or all committee members, as the case may be, shall have the same 
effect as a unanimous vote and may be stated as such in any document filed 
with the Secretary of State of the State of Illinois under the Not for Profit 
Corporation Act.

(b)  A Director or committee member, as the case may be, may take action by a 
written consent using an electronic signature if the electronic transmission 
approving the action includes the signatory’s full name in a form intended by 
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the signatory (a) to serve as his or her signature and (b) to authenticate the 
consent.  Each electronic signature should be affixed to an e-mail message or 
other electronic communication that (i) contains, attaches, or references the 
written consent action; (ii) includes an affirmative statement (such as “Yes,” 
“I agree,” or “I consent”); and (iii) contains a clear reference to the written 
consent action in the subject line.

SECTION 4.11 Resignation.  Any Director may resign at any time by giving writ-
ten notice to the Board of Directors, the President, or the Secretary.  Such resig-
nation shall take effect when the notice is delivered unless the notice specifies a 
future date.  Unless otherwise specified therein, the acceptance of such resigna-
tion shall not be necessary to make it effective.

SECTION 4.12 Removal.

(a) Removal by Voting Members.  Any Director may be removed, with or without 
cause, by the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the Voting Members pres-
ent and voting at any Annual, Regular, or Special Member Meeting at which 
a quorum is present.  The proposed removal shall be set forth in the notice of 
any such meeting, and the notice shall be delivered to each Voting Member at 
least twenty (20) days and not more than sixty (60) days prior to such meeting.

(b) Removal by the Board of Directors.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, any Direc-
tor appointed by the Board of Directors pursuant to Section 4.13 hereof may 
be removed, with or without cause, by the affirmative vote of a majority of 
the Directors then in office at any meeting of the Board of Directors at which 
a quorum is present whenever, in their judgment, the best interests of the 
Corporation would be served thereby.  The proposed removal shall be set 
forth in the notice of any Special Director Meeting, delivered to each Direc-
tor at least twenty (20) days prior to such meeting.

(c) Automatic Removal.  Notwithstanding each of Sections 4.12(a) and 4.12(b) of 
these Bylaws, any Director who fails to attend any two (2) meetings of the 
Board of Directors in any given year, without reasonable excuse therefor, as 
determined in the sole reasonable discretion of the Board of Directors, shall 
automatically be removed from the Board of Directors, such that a vote of the 
Voting Members or the Board of Directors shall not be required to effectuate 
such removal.  For purposes of clarification, attendance includes participa-
tion by means of conference telephone or other interactive technology in 
accordance with Section 4.08 hereof.

SECTION 4.13 Vacancies.  Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors 
because of death, resignation, removal, disqualification, or otherwise may be 
filled by the Board of Directors at any meeting thereof, provided that the indi-
vidual appointed to fill the vacancy shall be an Individual Member in good stand-
ing.  A Director elected or appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve for the unexpired 
term of his or her predecessor in office.
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SECTION 4.14 Compensation.  Directors shall not receive compensation for their 
services as Directors; provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to preclude any Director from serving the Corporation in any other 
capacity and receiving reasonable compensation for personal services rendered 
to the Corporation that are reasonable and necessary to carry out one or more 
of the tax-exempt purposes of the Corporation, so long as the Director complies 
with the conflict of interest procedures of Article XI hereof and any other policies 
adopted by the Board of Directors.  Directors may receive reimbursement for 
reasonable expenses incurred in connection with corporate matters, provided 
that such reimbursement is authorized by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE V 

OFFICERS

SECTION 5.01 Officers.  The Board of Directors shall elect a President, a Vice 
President, a Treasurer, and a Secretary of the Corporation (each, an “Officer” and, 
taken together with all other officers of the Corporation elected by the Board of 
Directors, the “Officers”).  The Board of Directors also may appoint an Executive 
Director and elect one or more Assistant Secretaries and Assistant Treasurers 
and such additional Officers as the Board of Directors may deem necessary or 
appropriate from time to time.  In extraordinary circumstances, any two (2) or 
more offices may be held by the same person.  The Officers elected by the Board 
of Directors shall have such duties as are hereafter described and such additional 
duties as the Board of Directors may from time to time prescribe.  Each Officer, 
other than the Executive Director, must be elected from among the Directors.  
An individual’s resignation or removal as a Director shall be deemed to also be 
a resignation or removal from any Officer position held by that individual.

SECTION 5.02 Election and Term of Office.  With the exception of the Executive 
Director, the Officers shall be elected annually by the Board of Directors at the 
Annual Director Meeting.  If the election of Officers is not held at such meeting, 
such election shall be held as soon thereafter as may be convenient.  New offices 
of the Corporation may be created and filled, and vacancies in offices may be 
filled, at any meeting of the Board of Directors.  Each Officer shall hold office until 
the Officer’s successor has been duly elected and qualified or until the Officer’s 
death, resignation, or removal.  Election or appointment of an Officer shall not 
of itself create contract rights.

SECTION 5.03 Resignation.  Any Officer may resign at any time by giving written 
notice to the Board of Directors, the President, or the Secretary.  Such resignation 
shall take effect when the notice is delivered unless the notice specifies a future 
date.  Unless otherwise specified therein, the acceptance of such resignation shall 
not be necessary to make it effective.

SECTION 5.04 Removal.  Any Officer elected or appointed by the Board of Direc-
tors may be removed, with or without cause, by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of all 
Directors then in office whenever, in their judgment, the best interests of the 
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Corporation would be served thereby, but such removal shall be without preju-
dice to the contract rights, if any, of the person or persons so removed.

SECTION 5.05 Vacancies.  A vacancy in any office because of death, resignation, 
removal, disqualification, or otherwise may be filled by the Board of Directors at 
any meeting thereof.  An Officer elected to fill a vacancy shall be elected to serve 
until the next Annual Director Meeting.

SECTION 5.06 President.  The President shall preside at all meetings of the Corpo-
ration and Board of Directors and shall see that the orders and resolutions of 
the Board of Directors are carried into effect, except in those instances in which 
that responsibility is assigned to some other person by the Board of Directors.  
The President may sign bonds, mortgages, and all other contracts and docu-
ments, whether or not under the seal, if any, of the Corporation, except in cases 
where the signing and execution thereof shall be expressly delegated by law, by 
the Board of Directors, or by these Bylaws to some other Officer or agent of the 
Corporation.

SECTION 5.07 Vice President.  The Vice President shall perform such duties as 
shall be assigned to the Vice President by the President or the Board of Direc-
tors.  In the absence of the President or in the event of the President’s inability 
or refusal to act, the Vice President shall perform the duties of the President and, 
when so acting, shall have all the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions 
of the President.

SECTION 5.08 Secretary.  The Secretary shall perform or direct and supervise 
the performance of the following:  (a) attend all meetings of the Board of Direc-
tors and record all the proceedings of the meetings and actions of the Board of 
Directors in one or more files provided for that purpose; (b) be the custodian of 
the corporate records and of the seal, if any, of the Corporation; (c) keep a regis-
ter of the post office address and electronic mail address of each Director, which 
shall be furnished to the Secretary by such Director; (d) see that all notices are 
duly given in accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws or as required by 
law; and (e) in general perform all duties incident to the office of Secretary and 
such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to the Secretary by the 
Board of Directors.

SECTION 5.09 Treasurer.  The Treasurer shall be the principal financial officer 
of the Corporation.  The Treasurer shall perform or direct and supervise the 
performance of the following: (a) have charge of and be responsible for over-
seeing the maintenance of adequate books of account for the Corporation; (b) 
have charge of all funds and securities of the Corporation and be responsible 
for overseeing the management, receipt, and disbursement thereof; and (c) in 
general perform all the duties incident to the office of Treasurer and such other 
duties as from time to time may be assigned to the Treasurer by the Board of 
Directors.  If required by the Board of Directors, the Treasurer shall give a bond 
for the faithful discharge of the Treasurer’s duties in such sum and with such 
surety or sureties as the Board of Directors shall determine.  The Treasurer shall 
serve as the Chair of the Finance Committee.
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SECTION 5.10 Executive Director.  From time to time, the Corporation may 
appoint an Executive Director who shall be an employee of the Corporation and 
shall be a non-voting member of the Board of Directors.  The Executive Director 
shall be the chief executive officer of the Corporation and, as such, shall meet 
regularly with the Board of Directors and in general supervise and control all 
the business and affairs of the Corporation, unless otherwise provided by the 
Board of Directors.  The Executive Director may discuss corporate matters with 
the Board of Directors but shall not be entitled to vote on any matter submitted 
to a vote of the Board of Directors.  The Executive Director shall, ex officio, be an 
assistant secretary of the Corporation, empowered to certify to corporate actions 
in the absence of the Secretary.  The Executive Director, in addition to appoint-
ing and overseeing staff, shall be responsible to the Board of Directors for the 
administration of programs, services, and other activities of the Corporation; 
shall see that all orders and resolutions of the Board of Directors are carried 
into effect; and shall appoint members of advisory committees, representatives 
to other organizations, and other officials and agents of the Corporation, and 
oversee their work.

SECTION 5.11 Assistant Treasurers and Assistant Secretaries.  Any Assistant Trea-
surers and Assistant Secretaries shall perform such duties as shall be assigned to 
them by the Treasurer or the Secretary, respectively, or by the Board of Directors.  
If required by the Board of Directors, the Assistant Treasurers shall give bonds 
for the faithful discharge of their duties in such sums and with such sureties as 
the Board of Directors shall determine.

SECTION 5.12 Other Officers and Agents.  Any Officer not otherwise specified in 
these Bylaws shall have such authority and perform such duties as may from 
time to time be prescribed by resolution of the Board of Directors.

SECTION 5.13 Absence of Officers.  In the absence of any Officer, or for any other 
reason the Board of Directors may deem sufficient, the Board of Directors may 
delegate the powers or duties, or any such powers or duties, of any Officer to any 
other Officer or to any Director.

SECTION 5.14 Compensation.  Unless otherwise determined by the Board of 
Directors or otherwise provided herein, the Officers shall not receive compen-
sation for their services as Officers; provided, however, that nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to preclude any Officer from serving the Corpora-
tion in any other capacity and receiving reasonable compensation for personal 
services rendered to the Corporation that are reasonable and necessary to carry 
out one or more of the tax-exempt purposes of the Corporation, so long as the 
Officers comply with any policies adopted by the Board of Directors.  Officers 
may receive reimbursement for reasonable expenses incurred in connection 
with corporate matters, provided that such reimbursement is authorized by the 
Board of Directors.  Notwithstanding any of the foregoing, the individual serving 
as Executive Director may receive reasonable compensation for such service, as 
determined by the Board of Directors from time to time.
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ARTICLE VI 

COMMITTEES

SECTION 6.01 Board Committees.  The Board of Directors may, by resolution 
adopted by a majority of the Directors in office, designate one or more commit-
tees, each committee to consist of two (2) or more Directors and a majority of each 
committee’s membership to be Directors; provided, however, that committees 
appointed by the Board of Directors or otherwise authorized pursuant to these 
Bylaws relating to the election, nomination, qualification, or credentials of the 
Directors or other committees involved in the process of electing Directors may 
be composed entirely of non-Directors.  Any committee, to the extent provided in 
the resolution of the Board of Directors and allowed by law, shall have and may 
exercise all the powers and authority of the Board of Directors in the manage-
ment of the business and affairs of the Corporation; provided, however, that no 
such committee shall have the power or authority of the Board of Directors in 
reference to (a) amending or repealing these Bylaws or the Articles of Incorpo-
ration; (b) electing, appointing, or removing any Officer, Director, or committee 
member, or fixing the compensation of any committee member; (c) adopting a 
plan of merger or adopting a plan of consolidation with another corporation; 
(d) authorizing the sale, lease, exchange, or mortgage of all or substantially all 
of the property or assets of the Corporation; (e) filling vacancies on the Board of 
Directors or any of its committees; (f) adopting a plan for the distribution of the 
assets of the Corporation or for dissolution; or (g) amending, altering, repealing, 
or taking any action inconsistent with any resolution or action of the Board of 
Directors which by its terms provides that it shall not be amended, altered, or 
repealed by any such committee.

SECTION 6.02 Advisory Committees.  By resolution, the Board of Directors may 
designate one or more advisory committees not having and exercising the author-
ity of the Board of Directors in the management of the Corporation.  Members 
of any such advisory committee may, but need not, be Directors, and the Board 
of Directors shall appoint the members thereof, except as and to the extent such 
authority shall be vested in an Officer or agent of the Corporation by the Board 
of Directors or these Bylaws.

SECTION 6.03 Nominating Committee.  There shall be a committee of the Board 
of Directors, which shall identify and nominate individuals to serve on the Board 
of Directors of the Corporation (the “Nominating Committee”).  The Nominating 
Committee shall present its nominations to the Board of Directors and the Secre-
tary.  The Nominating Committee shall consist of two (2) Individual Members and 
one (1) Director who is not then up for re-election to the Board of Directors, each 
of whom shall be appointed by the Board of Directors (collectively, the “Nomi-
nating Committee Members”).  The Nominating Committee Members shall be 
divided into three classes, as nearly equal in number as reasonably possible, as 
shall be designated by resolution of the Board of Directors.  The terms of each 
class of Nominating Committee Members shall be staggered such that only one 
class shall be appointed each year.  Each Nominating Committee Member shall 
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serve for a non-renewable term of three (3) years or until his or her successor 
has been duly elected and qualified.  The longest serving member of the Nomi-
nating Committee shall serve as the chair thereof.

SECTION 6.04 Finance Committee.  There shall be a Finance Committee, which 
shall have the responsibility of supervising the financial affairs of the Corpora-
tion and shall have and may exercise the powers and authority of the Board of 
Directors to the extent permitted by law, the Articles of Incorporation, and these 
Bylaws.  The Finance Committee shall be comprised of at least two (2) Directors 
who shall be appointed by the Board of Directors, and a majority of its members 
shall be Directors.  The Treasurer shall be the chair of the Finance Committee.

SECTION 6.05 Term of Office.  Each member of a committee established pursuant 
to this Article VI, other than the Nominating Committee Members, shall serve as 
such until the next Annual Director Meeting and until such committee member’s 
successor is appointed, unless the committee shall be sooner terminated by reso-
lution of the Board of Directors, or unless such committee member resigns or is 
removed from such committee.  Any committee member may be removed, with 
or without cause, by the Board of Directors whenever in its judgment the best 
interests of the Corporation shall be served thereby.

SECTION 6.06 Chair.  Except as otherwise provided in these Bylaws, one (1) 
member of each committee shall be appointed as chair by the person or persons 
authorized to appoint committee members thereof.

SECTION 6.07 Vacancies.  Vacancies in the membership of any committee may 
be filled by appointments made in the same manner as provided for in the origi-
nal appointments.

SECTION 6.08 Quorum.  Unless otherwise provided in the resolution of the Board 
of Directors designating a committee, a majority of the committee members shall 
constitute a quorum and the act of a majority of the committee members pres-
ent at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the committee.

SECTION 6.09 Rules.  Each committee shall fix its own rules governing the 
conduct of its activities, not inconsistent with these Bylaws or the rules promul-
gated by the Board of Directors, and shall furnish to the Board of Directors such 
reports of its activities as the Board of Directors may request.

ARTICLE VII 

CONTRACTS, CHECKS, DEPOSITS,GIFTS AND INVESTMENTS

SECTION 7.01 Contracts.  The Board of Directors may authorize any Officer 
or Officers or agent or agents of the Corporation, in addition to the Officers so 
authorized by these Bylaws, to enter into any contract or execute and deliver any 
instrument in the name of and on behalf of the Corporation, and such authority 
may be general or confined to specific instances.
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SECTION 7.02 Checks, Drafts, Etc.  All checks, drafts, or other orders for the 
payment of money, notes, or other evidence of indebtedness issued in the name 
of the Corporation shall be signed by such Officer or Officers or agent or agents 
of the Corporation and in such manner as shall from time to time be determined 
by resolution of the Board of Directors.

SECTION 7.03 Deposits.  All funds of the Corporation shall be deposited from time 
to time to the credit of the Corporation in such banks, trust companies, or other 
depositories as the Board of Directors may designate by resolution.

SECTION 7.04 Gifts.  The Board of Directors may accept or reject or by resolu-
tion may authorize any Officer or Officers or agent or agents of the Corporation 
to accept or reject, on behalf of the Corporation, any contribution, gift, bequest, 
or devise for the general purposes or for any special purpose of the Corporation.

SECTION 7.05 Investments.  The Board of Directors shall manage, invest, operate, 
deal in and with, and conserve the property of the Corporation, and may retain 
any or all of the assets transferred to the Corporation by gift or bequest; provided, 
however, that the exercise of any of such powers shall not in any way conflict 
with the purposes of the Corporation as stated in its Articles of Incorporation, 
and such powers shall not be exercised so as to cause the Corporation to lose its 
qualification as an organization exempt from federal income taxation under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Code.  The Board of Directors may delegate investment 
management duties to an officer, employee, or independent investment firm, 
provided that doing so is prudent and in the best interests of the Corporation.

ARTICLE VIII 

BOOKS AND RECORDS

The Corporation shall keep correct and complete books and records of account 
and shall also keep minutes of the proceedings of its Board of Directors and each 
committee thereof.

ARTICLE IX 

FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year of the Corporation shall end on August 31st of each year.

ARTICLE X 

INDEMNIFICATION AND INSURANCE

SECTION 10.01 Indemnification.  The Corporation shall indemnify each person 
who is or was a Director or Officer, or who is serving or has served at the request 
of the Corporation as a director, trustee, or officer of another corporation, part-
nership, joint venture, trust, or other enterprise, and may indemnify any person 
who is or was an employee or agent of the Corporation and any person who is 
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serving or has served at its request as an employee or agent of any other enter-
prise, to the fullest extent from time to time permitted by the laws of the State of 
Illinois and by Section 4941 or 4958 of the Code, as applicable, in the event any of 
such persons was or is a party, or is threatened to be made a party, to any threat-
ened, pending, or completed action, suit, or proceeding, whether civil, criminal, 
administrative, or investigative.

SECTION 10.02 Authorization of Indemnification. Any indemnification under this 
Article X (unless the indemnification is ordered by a court) shall be made by the 
Corporation only as authorized in the specific case, upon a determination that 
indemnification of the Director, Officer, employee, or agent of the Corporation 
is proper in the circumstances.  In the case of indemnification that is mandatory 
under Section 10.01 hereof, the determination shall be limited to (a) whether the 
person to be indemnified has met the standards specified in Section 10.01 and (b) 
the amount of the indemnification permitted by law.  Any determination under 
this Section 10.02 shall be made (a) by the Board of Directors by a majority vote 
of a quorum consisting of Directors who were not parties to such action, suit, 
or proceeding or (b) if such a quorum is not obtainable, or, even if obtainable, 
a quorum of disinterested Directors so directs, by independent legal counsel in 
a written opinion.

SECTION 10.03 Advance Payments.  Expenses incurred in defending a civil or 
criminal action, suit, or proceeding may be paid by the Corporation in advance 
of the final disposition of such action, suit, or proceeding, as authorized by the 
Board of Directors in the specific case, upon receipt of an undertaking by or on 
behalf of the Director, Officer, employee, or agent of the Corporation to repay 
such amount, unless it shall ultimately be determined that he or she is entitled 
to be indemnified by the Corporation as authorized in this Article X, unless such 
payment would constitute an act of self-dealing under Section 4941 of the Code 
if the Corporation is a private foundation or an excess benefit transaction under 
Section 4958 of the Code if the Corporation is a public charity.

SECTION 10.04 Non-Exclusivity and Continuation.  The indemnification provided 
by this Article X shall not be deemed exclusive of any other rights to which a 
person seeking indemnification may be entitled under any agreement, vote of 
disinterested Directors, or otherwise, both as to action in the person’s official 
capacity and as to action in another capacity while holding such office, and shall 
continue as to a person who has ceased to be a Director, Officer, employee, or 
agent of the Corporation, and shall inure to the benefit of the heirs, executors, 
and administrators of such a person.

SECTION 10.05 Insurance.  The Corporation may purchase and maintain insur-
ance (a) to insure itself with respect to the indemnification payments it is autho-
rized or obligated to make pursuant to this Article X and (b) on behalf of any 
person who is or was a Director, Officer, employee, or agent of the Corporation, 
or who is or was serving at the request of the Corporation as a director, trustee, 
officer, employee, or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint venture, 
trust, or other enterprise, to insure against any liability asserted against such 
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person and incurred by him or her in any such capacity, or arising out of his 
or her status as such, whether or not the Corporation would have the power to 
indemnify the person against such liability under the provisions of this Article X.

ARTICLE XI 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

SECTION 11.01 Conflict of Interest.  A Director shall disclose to the Board of 
Directors any material interest which such Director directly or indirectly has 
in any person or entity which is a party to a transaction under consideration by 
the Board of Directors, or which to the Director’s knowledge might otherwise 
cause a conflict with a fiduciary duty owed by the Director to the Corporation.  
Such interested Director shall abstain from voting on such transaction or other 
action, but such interested Director’s presence may be counted in determining 
whether a quorum is present.

SECTION 11.02 Material Interest. A Director shall be considered to have a mate-
rial interest in an entity if the Director is a director, officer, or employee of the 
entity or if the Director has a material financial interest in the entity.

SECTION 11.03 Comprehensive Policy.  The Board of Directors shall have the 
power and authority to adopt a more comprehensive policy regarding conflicts 
of interest, which may supplement this Article XI, as so directed by the Board 
of Directors.

ARTICLE XII 

AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS

These Bylaws may be altered, amended, or repealed and new Bylaws adopted by 
the Voting Members.  Such action may be, but shall not be required to be, taken 
at any meeting of the Voting Members, provided that no such alteration, amend-
ment, repeal, or adoption shall in any way conflict with the purposes of the Corpo-
ration as stated in its Articles of Incorporation or otherwise cause the Corporation 
to lose its qualification as an organization exempt from federal income taxation 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Code.  Written notice of any proposed alteration, 
amendment, repeal, or adoption of the Bylaws shall be delivered to each Voting 
Member not less than twenty (20) days before the date of the vote on such matter 
at such Voting Member’s address as it appears on the records of the Corporation.

ARTICLE XIII 

MISCELLANEOUS

SECTION 13.01 Definitions.   In addition to the terms defined elsewhere in these 
Bylaws, the following terms shall have the following meanings when used herein: 
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(a) “Articles of Incorporation” means the Articles of Incorporation of the Corpo-
ration filed with the Secretary of State of the State of Illinois on July 31, 1992, 
and any amendments thereto.

(b) “Section of the Code” means a section of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
as amended, and shall include corresponding provisions of future federal 
tax laws, all as from time to time in effect.

(c) “Director” means a voting member of the Board of Directors.

(d) “Not for Profit Corporation Act” means the Illinois General Not for Profit 
Corporation Act of 1986, as amended.

SECTION 13.02 Writings.  Any action required in these Bylaws to be “written,” 
to be “in writing,” to have “written consent,” to have “written approval,” and 
the like by or of Directors or committee members shall include any communi-
cation transmitted or received by facsimile, electronic mail, or other means of 
electronic transmission.
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2023 ATS Library Statistics
With the recent changes to the ATS Library Annual Library 
Reporting (ARF) form, we will no longer be including data in the 
Atla Annual Yearbook. Each year, the data set is posted on the Atla 
website and a separate report summarizing the data will be posted.

https://www.atla.com/learning-engagement/ats-statistics/
https://www.atla.com/learning-engagement/ats-statistics/
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